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School Readiness consultation part 2 

The Oxfordshire school Readiness strategy was published in June 2020. Due to 
COVID-19 the 2nd part of the strategy was put on hold, however during December 
and January we want to hear what you are doing to meet the 4 main priorities that 
were identified as being key for children to be ready for school and lifelong learning. 

From reviewing the information, you give us, we will identify the gaps and form the 
membership of the School Readiness and Lifelong Learning partnership group 2021. 

We believe children have the potential to become school ready when families and 
communities, Early Years practitioners and schools work together to support the 
development of children’s confidence, resilience and curiosity. 
 

Please click here to be part of this consultation.  
 

 
Next month – Celebrating success stories during lockdown.  
If you have any good news and stories you would like me to share please email 
SchoolReadiness@Oxfordshire.gov.uk by the 27th of the month. 

 

 

 

https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/schoolreadinessconsultationpart2/consultationHome
mailto:SchoolReadiness@Oxfordshire.gov.uk


 
Page | 2 

 

 

Strong Home Learning Experience to support children’s learning and 
development 

Actively involving parents 
Do you have strategies and approaches that encourage parents to read and talk with 
their children at home or to participate in activities in the early years setting; 
programmes that focus directly on parents themselves, for example, providing 
training in parenting skills or adult numeracy and literacy support; and more intensive 
programmes for disadvantaged families or families in crisis.  Find more information in 
engaging parents here 
 
Family workshops - Contact 
Contact run free family workshops for families with children with additional needs. 
They are currently running workshops on various dates in February and March 
 
Healthy habits for the year ahead 
Against a backdrop of rising childhood obesity rates – heightened by the impact of 
several lockdowns, which have seen children eating more unhealthy snacks and 
sugary drinks – the Infant & Toddler Forum has put together a list of six top tips to 
help families easily establish some healthy habits for 2021. 
Read more

 
 
BBC Bitesize collates content for 0-5s 
There has been much publicity about BBC Bitesize programming for primary school 
children during lockdown - but the Beeb has also pulled together a list of suitable 
programmes and games for the 0-5s as well. 
See the list 

 
Support your little one's learning 
If you've got a child at home at the moment, we've got lots of videos to help parents 
help their pre-schoolers with their learning at home. 
Made by our childhood experts, we've got videos on a range of topics including how 
to encourage speech and language, making the most of screen time, supporting 
physical development and even a family meditation session. 
Browse the videos 

 

How dangerous can batteries be? 
CAPT have developed new resources to share with parents, explaining the risks and 
sharing top tips to keep children safe.  
Alongside a new leaflet and social media assets, there are free photos, videos, 
illustrations and educational materials from CAPT, helping you share the safety 
messages with families. Share this link to the button battery hub and the new 
resources. 
 

 
 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/early-years-toolkit/parental-engagement/#:~:text=Parental%20engagement%20in%20early%20years%20education%20is%20consistently,months%E2%80%99%20progress%20over%20the%20course%20of%20a%20year.
https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=3f9c672b6c&e=259507aee7
https://earlyyearsalliance.cmail20.com/t/d-l-qlriydl-yhdhuifdk-t/
https://earlyyearsalliance.cmail20.com/t/d-l-qlriydl-yhdhuifdk-k/
https://earlyyearsalliance.cmail20.com/t/d-l-qlriydl-yhdhuifdk-n/
https://childsafetyweek.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1346f3ff5a62d47baae512fa&id=63cfafc103&e=d4af8a28f7
https://childsafetyweek.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1346f3ff5a62d47baae512fa&id=8c82062947&e=d4af8a28f7
https://childsafetyweek.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1346f3ff5a62d47baae512fa&id=8c82062947&e=d4af8a28f7


 
Page | 3 

 

 

Five ways to manage your wellbeing as a parent during lockdown 
The BBC have shared some top tips for parents on their Bitesize webpage. Helping 
parents with emotions and encouraging calmness as we continue through the 
pandemic. Read more here  
 

Early Engagement 

Help from support services  
You can find services to help children and young people 0-25 with their learning, 
health and social care needs here 
 
National Strategy for disabled people – survey 
The government has launched a public survey as part of developing a National 
Strategy for Disabled People. The Disability Unit in the Cabinet Office is working with 
government colleagues, disabled people, disabled people's organisations, charities 
and businesses to develop the strategy, to be published in Spring 2021. 
 

Youth Mental Health Ambassador 

The Prime Minister has announced the appointment of Dr Alex George as Youth 
Mental Health Ambassador to advise government and raise the profile of mental 
health education and wellbeing in schools. 
Read the press release: Prime Minister appoints Dr. Alex George as Youth Mental 
Health Ambassador 
 
Supporting family engagement and early intervention in the early years (0-5) 
during the COVID-19 outbreak – Did you manage to see the webinar?  
You can download the presentations from this webinar here  
 

High quality provision 

Elizabeth Jarman- online training and webinars 
If you attended the School Readiness conference in 2019 you would have heard 
Elizabeth Jarman talking about communication friendly spaces for Early Years. 
Elizabeth now has some online evening Seminar delivered via Zoom which will offer 
a visual refresher on some of the key points to consider when reviewing your space 
inside and out. Elizabeth will deliver the sessions live and there will be some time for 
questions at the end of her input. This means that numbers are limited to just 10 
places at the cost £15.  To find out more have a look here 
 
How can we support social and emotional learning during partial school 
closures? Jean Gross, co-author of our Improving Social and Emotional Learning in 
Primary Schools guidance report, offers some practical and evidence-based 
suggestions for building children's social and emotional learning into schools' 
everyday practices, even while schools remain closed to many pupils. Read more 
here 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrmhscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrmhscw
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-providers/childrens-services-providers/sen-support-providers/help-support-services
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-providers/childrens-services-providers/sen-support-providers/help-support-services
https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=fc01659a8c&e=259507aee7
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1bezlszAlnWTDhFiIMZaZrsedR
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1bezlszAlnWTDhFiIMZaZrsedR
https://www.local.gov.uk/supporting-family-engagement-and-early-intervention-early-years-0-5-during-covid-19-outbreak-27
https://www.local.gov.uk/supporting-family-engagement-and-early-intervention-early-years-0-5-during-covid-19-outbreak-27
https://elizabethjarman.com/events/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/how-can-we-support-social-and-emotional-learning-during-school-closures/#closeSignup
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Every child a mover 
Jan White's book on the importance of physical development is about to go into its 
third re-print due to popular demand.  This book is more important than ever as we 
try to address the impact of the pandemic and the lockdowns on children's physical 
development. 
This book sets out the scientific evidence on physical development in an easy to 
read way that will inform your understanding of practice.  It also provides detailed 
practical suggestions of activities to undertake with children from birth to age 5.  It 
will give readers: 

• a deeper understanding of the role of movement and physicality in children’s 
lives, wellbeing, health, development and learning 

• a strong commitment to increasing movement and physicality in all aspects of 
care/education and in their home lives 

• understanding of critical movement experiences; how to support them through 
provision and practice; adult role and strategies for providing engagement and 
support 

• understanding of how to implement national curricula in this area 

For further information and to book your copy click here  

 
Childcare bubbles: what are the rules? 
Even though we are in a third national lockdown, childcare settings and childminders 
are still open. Informal, unpaid childcare by relatives or friends is still allowed as well. 
So, if you feel comfortable doing so, you can arrange for family or friends to help out. 
But how do childcare bubbles work exactly? 
Read more on setting up a childcare bubble

 
 
National Storytelling Week 
National Storytelling Week 2021 runs from 30 January to 6 February, providing 
children with a fantastic opportunity to explore their creativity and try out new 
vocabulary. In this early years resource we outline a range of practical ideas that you 
can adapt to suit your available space and resources. You can also check out our 
Young Readers Story Club videos for an immersive storytelling experience. 
 
 

Information-sharing and high-quality transitions through life 

Dear teacher, thank you.  
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. I know this isn’t easy, but the best things in 
life rarely are. You are shaping the next generation…see more here  
 
 

http://email.early-education.org.uk/c/eJxtj8FuhCAYhJ9GLw0Ef3TFA4dtNt76EAi_QopiELS-femem0wm-TKTScZIBm0_89pJYNAwYKJpQHRAG_rZjoMY4fViXQ99y6uWoYr-JmiyVsmFjYa40PxdWzlzMfGOo0aBoKcZeqUeTSdmGBoz8bZeJTw6AWxgtZc2pf2o-LOCsei6Lvr_cAnxxHgTbZ03ZA0FyB6VTk4rT5bsDBYOpzNuW8gdcvF3N-JGdnsf717Y9xBT3lxyeJBk8SYboqmj3FX2ivqgbXRY_oWfOURzWBeRLuH8-5bkF64TxuPDuyP9AoyYZaw
https://earlyyearsalliance.cmail20.com/t/d-l-qlriydl-yhdhuifdk-d/
https://literacytrust.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06d01fbd66be9479cb287f2f0&id=93d2dc7750&e=dfacb06fa7
https://literacytrust.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06d01fbd66be9479cb287f2f0&id=5ae9d9ee74&e=dfacb06fa7
https://literacytrust.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06d01fbd66be9479cb287f2f0&id=85e7d6559a&e=dfacb06fa7
https://www.boredteachers.com/inspiring/dear-teacher
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Safer Internet Day 2021 

To mark Safer Internet Day on 9 February, NSPCC Learning has brought together a 
range of online safety training and resources to help keep children safe online. In 
addition, the NSPCC Library has compiled a reading list on keeping children and 
young people safe online. 
 
Access the resources: Safer Internet Day 2021: online safety resources 
View the reading list: Safer Internet Day 2021 
Further information: Safer Internet Day 2021 
 

Managing safer online communities training 

This 3-hour eLearning course developed in collaboration with Childline will give 
organisations, associations, groups or individuals the information they need to safely 
set up and manage online communities. It will help with assessing the need and 
aims of an online community, putting policies and procedures in place and 
moderating and reporting any concerns. 
Take the course: Online community management training 
 
Promoting wellbeing in schools 
Public Health England has published updated guidance for headteachers and 
college principals in England on the eight principles for promoting emotional health 
and wellbeing in schools and colleges. 
Read the guidance: Promoting children and young people’s emotional health and 
wellbeing 
 

Short Breaks Update for Families with Disabled Children and Young People 
For the most recent newsletter click below. 
 

SB Update - Feb 21 

Final.pdf
 

 
What does the Oxfordshire Family information Service do? 
They can give free information, advice and assistance on 

• finding and paying for childcare, play and leisure for children, young people 
and families 

• working parents' (maternity and paternity) rights and options 

• help for families with disabled children 

• family and parenting support 
  

They also support professionals in their work with children, young people and 
families by providing a centralised information resource to help guide customers 
to the services and information that they need. Click here for more 

 

http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1beyYOioFCuPOKN3mE2VE5jYrN
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1beyZwbbtmxEjozft9kfv44Jrm
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1bez0e3Yh6AsO2lrzEBzm2PuqV
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1bez2lIkGkIUhXG1TarwUZ5LpC
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1bezmasn97ZI7VruPiguQqcZdq
http://email.nspcc.org.uk/c/1bezmasn97ZI7VruPiguQqcZdq
https://fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kb5/oxfordshire/directory/home.page
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Other support and information  

New Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  
This document answers the FAQs from the early years sector on the national 
lockdown. The previous FAQs can be found here. These answers have been 
checked with the Department for Education (DfE) and cover: 

• Safety of settings 

• Testing and vaccinations 

• Clinically vulnerable children and staff 

• Funding and financial support 

• Reception-aged children 

• + more 
 
 COVID-19 information to support families?  
Each of the district council provides help for families for self-isolation payments and 
support. 

• South Oxon -  https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-
council/coronavirus-community-support/ 

• Oxford -  https://www.oxford.gov.uk/selfisolationsupport  

• Cherwell -  https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/258/coronavirus/736/coronavirus-
self-isolation-payments 

• West Oxon - https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/communities-and-
leisure/coronavirus-community-support/ 

• The Vale of White Horse - Help for individuals and families - Vale of White 
Horse District Council (whitehorsedc.gov.uk) 

 

Other Oxfordshire support available: 

• https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-
support-residents/food-support  

•  https://www.oxfordshireallin.org/local-support-groups  

 

Articles/News/Reports/Research 

 

Working for babies: Lockdown lessons from local systems 
A report published by the First 1001 Days Movement provides insight into the 
impacts of COVID-19 and the Spring 2020 lockdown on babies in the first 1001 days 
and their families, and the experiences of systems and services which support them. 
Read more here 
 
 

https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=d21a3f715e&e=259507aee7
https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=f8e2ebc8fe&e=259507aee7
https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=6d593028e1&e=259507aee7
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/coronavirus-community-support/
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/coronavirus-community-support/
https://www.oxford.gov.uk/selfisolationsupport
https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/258/coronavirus/736/coronavirus-self-isolation-payments
https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/258/coronavirus/736/coronavirus-self-isolation-payments
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/communities-and-leisure/coronavirus-community-support/
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/communities-and-leisure/coronavirus-community-support/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/coronavirus-community-support/support-for-people-who-need-help/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/coronavirus-community-support/support-for-people-who-need-help/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-support-residents/food-support
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-19/covid-19-support-residents/food-support
https://www.oxfordshireallin.org/local-support-groups
https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=8affb028e3&e=259507aee7
https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=213ea87dc3&e=259507aee7
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Understanding the influence of the preschool home learning environment on 
early mathematics and literacy attainment 
Research from the Liverpool Early Number Skills Project (LENS) at Liverpool John 
Moores University, funded by the Nuffield Foundation, reports that pre-schoolers 
who spend more time discussing letters and sounds with their parents are better at 
reading and mathematics when they start school. 
 
How has pandemic stress affected how we feed our children? 
A new study has shown that the COVID pandemic has had an effect on the way 
parents feed their children. Results demonstrate that parents who reported higher 
levels of stress, due to the pandemic, were more likely to offer less nutritious food 
and snacks to manage children’s emotions and behaviours. You can read more here 
 
Oxford Community Action, along with community volunteers, worked 
collaboratively with Healthwatch Oxfordshire to understand what Oxford’s new 
and emerging communities think about wellbeing. Previous joint work had 
highlighted that mental health and wellbeing was a concern.  They ran three focus 
groups and designed a questionnaire to reach out to Oxford’s new and emerging 
communities. 152 people responded to the questionnaire, along with many ongoing 
conversations. Respondents represented the diverse and multi-ethnic communities 
in Oxford. This report is the result of the work we did and what people told us. 

This report shows that there is a huge appetite within the community to learn more 
about, gain skills and receive support to improve health and wellbeing. However, it 
also shows that there are significant barriers to getting the support that is needed. 

Oxford’s new and emerging communities’ views on wellbeing – full report 

Oxford’s new and emerging communities’ views on wellbeing – summary 

Report summary translations 

• Arabic 
• Swahili  
• Somali 
• Tetum 

 
 

For up to date information 

  COVID-19 Gov guidance    E-newsletter        Facebook          OSCB                 

https://ncb.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=93ca41ab24380caf57761bd37&id=2f16519044&e=259507aee7
https://infantandtoddlerforum.org/habito/l/p5RIopxURQahGjGE1YLwZA/pQpjnkAm1utCoEkHPzU4Cg/rJZUVVa77Z83i1lPYTGnsQ
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-01-pandemic-stress-affects-parents-children.html
https://cdn-hwoxfordshire.pressidium.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/20210119-Wellbeing-in-the-community-report.pdf
https://cdn-hwoxfordshire.pressidium.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/20210119-Oxfords-new-and-emerging-communities-views-on-wellbeing-summary.pdf
https://cdn-hwoxfordshire.pressidium.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/arabic-OCA-report-final-25121.pdf
https://cdn-hwoxfordshire.pressidium.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Oxfords-new-and-emerging-communities-views-on-wellbeing-Swahili-translation-25012021.pdf
https://cdn-hwoxfordshire.pressidium.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Oxfords-new-and-emerging-communities-views-on-wellbeing-Somali-translation-250121.pdf
https://cdn-hwoxfordshire.pressidium.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Oxfords-new-and-emerging-communities-views-on-wellbeing-Tetum-translation-26012021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/early-years-and-childcare-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/early-years-enewsletter
https://www.facebook.com/OxonEarlyYears
http://www.oscb.org.uk/oscb-publications/newsletters-and-bulletins/

