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SECTION ONE: OVERVIEW 
 

1. Summary 

 

The Department for Education (DfE) is working collaboratively with selected Local 

Authorities to establish new schools that fit within the local authorities’ 

strategies for children and young people with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND) and those requiring alternative provision.  This opportunity 

is intended to identify and meet untapped demand for special and alternative 

provision free schools as a supplement to LAs’ existing resources.  If a strong 

proposal is received by a trust that both the Local Authority and the Secretary 

of State wish to take forward, DfE will provide capital funding and start-up 

grants subject to value for money assessments. 

 

This document sets out the key information regarding the school that Oxfordshire 

County Council will be establishing alongside DfE.  Trusts should use the 

information within this document, alongside the engagement events, to 

determine whether they would like to apply to open the school, and to base 

their application on. 

 
 
 
 

2. Key dates 
 

24 July 2018 Special and AP free schools wave is launched – the guidance 

and criteria for local authorities seeking to establish new special 

or alternative provision free schools is published. 

11 March 2019 Announcement of successful LA bids. Competitions in successful 

areas subsequently open. 

April/May 2019  

(date to be confirmed) 

Stakeholder engagement event, providing further information on 

the proposed school. 

30 September 2019 Deadline for proposers to submit applications in successful areas. 

Autumn 2019 Oxfordshire County Council and DfE to evaluate submitted 

applications and interview trusts 

Winter 2019/20 Approved applications announced. 
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3. Contact details and further information 
 

If you would like any further information about the local SEND context or 
proposed new school, or would like to discuss your application, please 
contact:  

 

Name: Jayne Howarth 
Job title: Head of Service SEND 
Email: jayne.howarth@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Tel: 07776 996944 

 
If you would like any further information or would like to discuss the site, 
please contact: 

 
Name: Barbara Chillman 
Job title: Pupil Place Planning Manager 
Email: barbara.chillman@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
Tel: 07554 103418  

 
Please find below the contact details of the Regional Schools Commissioner:  
 
RSC: Martin Post 
RSC’s office: North-West London and South-Central England 
Email: rsc.scnwlon@education.gov.uk 

 
 

 

mailto:jayne.howarth@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:barbara.chillman@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:rsc.scnwlon@education.gov.uk
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4. Oxfordshire Context and Planning 

This new special school is part of a wider programme of work within Oxfordshire 

which aims to transform education for children and young people with special 

educational needs and disabilities (SEND).  

One element of this programme is Oxfordshire County Council’s SEND Sufficiency 

Strategy, which aims to: 

i. Ensure the right type of special education provision in the right places to meet 

the needs of Oxfordshire’s growing population.  

ii. Enhance support for Oxfordshire’s mainstream schools to provide inclusive 

education. 

iii. Increase the effectiveness of the use of the High Needs budget to better meet 

the needs of children with Special Educational Needs & Disabilities.  
 

Oxfordshire’s school population is growing, both as a result of the rise in births 

experienced 2002-2011 and due to the large-scale housing growth planned for the 

county. New primary and secondary schools are being built across the county; 

additional special education provision is needed as well, both within mainstream 

schools and in special schools. In addition, there is an existing shortage of specialist 

provision for children and young people with Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

(SEMH) needs and Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), especially outside of Oxford 

city and its immediate surrounds.  

The SEND Sufficiency Strategy comprises three strands, which set out what 

Oxfordshire County Council will do to ensure sufficient high-quality education 

provision for children and young people with SEND. 

Strand 1: Resource bases 

Increase the number of resource bases within new and existing mainstream schools, 

to provide a strong network of expertise and support and ensure that, where appro-

priate, pupils with SEND can receive a high-quality education within mainstream 

schools.  

 

Strand 2: Expansion of current special schools 

An ongoing programme of special school expansions, including those funded 

through the Special Provision Fund.  

 

Strand 3: New schools 

Two new special schools focused on SEMH needs and ASD: 

• Bloxham Grove in north Oxfordshire (due to open 2020); 

• A new school in Didcot in south Oxfordshire, which is the subject of this speci-

fication.  

 

 

Despite recent expansions of Oxfordshire’s special schools, demand for places is 

outstripping supply, resulting in increasing dependence on the independent and non-

maintained special school sector, and longer journeys for many young people with 
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SECTION TWO: THE SCHOOL 
 

1. Key characteristics 
 

The tables below list key details of the school proposed. Your application must be for 

a school that has these key characteristics.  

Type of school Special 

Area of SEN provided for A school for children and young people with 
Complex Social Emotional and Mental Health 
Needs (SEMH) and/or Autism Spectrum Disorder 
with associated challenging behaviour needs.  
 

Which local authorities are 
committed to commissioning 
places?  

Oxfordshire County Council  

How many places have been 
commissioned and by which 
local authority? 

100 places - Oxfordshire County Council 

Per-pupil revenue funding the 
local authority would expect 
to pay  

Oxfordshire's current funding model is £17,600 
per place at special schools, this is £10,000 place 
funding with a flat top up rate of £7,600.  The 
school does receive deprivation funding in 
addition, but this depends on the students 
attending the school. 
The top up funding is due to be reviewed over the 
next 3 months to look at whether the flat rate will 
be changed to a more child specific funding 
model which will be determined on the child’s 
needs. 
Stakeholders will be consulted and involved in 
any changes to the funding model 

Age range 
 

7-19 

Gender  
 

Co-educational 

Total number of proposed full 
time equivalent places (once 
school is at full capacity – 
this includes 16-19 places but 
not nursery) 

100 

Type of placements offered  Full-time 

Number of nursery places, if 
applicable  

n/a 
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Number of 16-19 places, if 
applicable  

Up to 30 places will be allocated to Post 16 
education.  This will be accommodated on the 
same site, integrated within the mainstream 
provision. 
The school will work with the LA to ensure that 
Preparation for Adulthood outcomes are 
considered from Year 9 onwards and, where 
eligible, the transitions team will be involved from 
age 16, with an assessment being carried out 
before the young person’s 18th birthday. The 
school will ensure that they work with Adult Social 
Care or a future education placement to ensure a 
smooth transition.  A priority will be to ensure that 
the young person and family are fully informed at 
all times. 
In order for this to be successful the trust will 
need to commit to develop relationships with 
social care (both adults’ and children’s services), 
Health, colleges and other further education 
providers to ensure that any transition is 
successful.  It may be necessary to consider 
bespoke packages of support to ensure that 
young people do not drop out of education and 
become NEET. 
At all times the young person’s views must be 
taken into account and all services should work 
together to ensure their views are incorporated 
into the EHC plan for the future. 

Any planned outreach, 
training and/or reintegration 
support  

The school will be expected to provide outreach 
and training to mainstream schools, and work in 
close partnership with the existing network of 
special schools in Oxfordshire and Oxfordshire’s 
SENSS team. 
Outreach work will be commissioned separately 
to the school funding and an SLA will detail the 
remit/outcomes that Trust will need to deliver. 
One element to be considered important is the 
upskilling of mainstream school staff to enable 
them to recognise SEN needs of children at the 
earliest stage and to be able to put in additional 
support to ensure that the child receives the input 
they require.  Where possible this input will aim to 
reduce the needs of the child escalating, which 
may require an EHC plan or specialist placement 
in the longer term.  
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2. Growth strategy 

 

The table below details the number of places that the local authority proposes for 
each year group at the point of opening until the school is full. Given the existing 
shortage of SEMH/ASD provision in the south of Oxfordshire, it may be possible for 
the school to fill more quickly than shown.  

  
Year of 
opening 

+1 +2 +3 +4 +5 +6 

Nursery 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Reception 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Key stage 1 
(Y1-2) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Key stage 2 
(Y3-6) 

10 10 10 10 10 10 10 

Key stage 3 
(Y7-9) 

10 20 30 30 30 30 30 

Key stage 4 
(Y10-11) 

10 20 30 30 30 30 30 

16-19: 
commissioner 
referred 

10 10 20 30 30 30 30 

Totals 

40 60 90 100 100 100 100 
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SECTION THREE: RATIONALE AND CONTEXT FOR THE SCHOOL 

1. Rationale and context      

Maintained provision for pupils with SEMH/ASD needs in Oxfordshire is currently led by five 

special schools located in and around Oxford city: 

• Endeavour Academy [Ofsted rating - Good] 

• Iffley Academy [Ofsted rating -   Outstanding] 

• Northfield School [Ofsted rating - Good] 

• Northern House School [Ofsted rating - Outstanding] 

• Woodeaton Manor School [Ofsted rating - Good] 

 

In addition, many pupils with SEMH/ASD needs attend one of the eight community special 

schools around the county: 

• Bardwell School – Bicester [Ofsted rating - Good] 

• Bishopswood School – Henley & Sonning Common [Ofsted rating - Good] 

• Fitzwaryn School – Wantage [Ofsted rating - Outstanding] 

• Frank Wise School – Banbury [Ofsted rating - Outstanding] 

• John Watson School – Wheatley [Ofsted rating - Good] 

• Kingfisher School – Abingdon [Ofsted rating - Good] 

• Mabel Prichard School – Oxford [Ofsted rating - Good] 

• Springfield School – Witney [Ofsted rating - Good] 

 

Oxfordshire’s SEN provision also includes Meadowbrook College, an Alternative Provision 

academy located across three sites in Banbury, Oxford and Abingdon, and the Oxfordshire 

Hospital School provides education for children medically unfit to attend school.  
 

Oxfordshire already benefits from good and outstanding SEMH/ASD provision but 

currently there is a lack of special school provision for SEMH and ASD outside of Oxford 

city. As a result of this, many pupils face long journeys to school. The shortage of 

appropriate provision is a barrier to agreeing timely EHCPs. Many families do not consider 

the county’s current provision for SEMH and ASD adequately meets their children’s 

needs, which leads to increased demand for higher cost places at independent and non-

maintained schools (INMSS), which has placed the county’s High Needs Budget under 

unsustainable pressure.  

Pupils for this new school will therefore come from two sources: 

i. Population growth, including that resulting from the 100,000 new homes planned 

for Oxfordshire by 2031; 

ii. Reversing the recent reliance on the independent and non-maintained sector. 
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Admissions to the new school will be via the standard special school admission process: 

all pupils will have an EHCP which names the school following formal consultation under 

the SEN Code of Practice. In addition to pupils who have SEMH/ASD listed as their 

primary need, there are likely to be other pupils for whom the new school would be an 

appropriate alternative to higher cost INMSS provision or the existing maintained special 

schools. 

The new special school is primarily being established to cater for the needs of children 

who would otherwise require expensive INMSS sector placements as there are currently 

insufficient maintained sector places to meet their needs. The rational for this specification 

is based on analysis of recent trends in SEND provision within Oxfordshire, and in 

particular on the rapid increase in reliance on the INMSS sector. 

Primary need: half of Oxfordshire’s EHCPs and three quarters of current INMSS 

placements relate to ASD or SEMH primary needs, and these needs are the fastest 

growing reasons for both EHCPs and INMSS placements.  

Increase in EHCPs listing each primary need Oxfordshire 2014-2018 

 

Age range: data on INMSS placements for SEMH/ASD show very few placements for 

children in Key Stage 1 or below. Numbers are also low for Key Stage 2, although there 

was a sudden leap up in 2015 which has been sustained. It is expected that the new 

school could sustain at least one Key Stage 2 class.  
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2. Expected outcomes  

Oxfordshire’s vision for children and young people with SEND is: “Oxfordshire, a great 
place to grow up and have the opportunity to become everything you want to be”.  
 
All children and young people should be able to achieve the best possible outcomes that 
enable them to lead successful and happy lives. Our aim is to ensure an equality of oppor-
tunity for children and young people with a Special Educational Need and/or Disability 
(SEND). To ensure this we are committed to raising the expectations and aspirations of all 
children and young people with SEND aged 0-25 so they can:  
 

 
 
We are seeking a special education provider to work with the county council and the exist-
ing Oxfordshire network of special education providers, to provide outstanding education 
for children and young people with SEMH/ASD needs in south Oxfordshire.  
 
The new school will be expected to: 

• provide an inspiring, broad and balanced curriculum which is flexible enough to 
meet the individual needs of all pupils; 

• set and meet ambitious targets for pupil performance, behaviour and attendance; 

• deliver evidence-based provision and services; 

• prepare pupils for adult life based on their own aspirations, interests and needs; 

• form partnerships with other educators, employment services, businesses, housing 
agencies, disability organisations and arts and sports groups; 

• play a full part in Oxfordshire’s network of special and mainstream schools, includ-
ing sharing expertise and delivering outreach work. 

Number of places: by 2018, over 200 Oxfordshire pupils with SEND were being educated 

outside the county’s maintained sector, in most cases due to a lack of appropriate 

maintained school places. The use of the INMSS sector more than doubled between 2014 

and 2018; to ensure the needs of children and young people can be met within the 

resources available, it is essential to reverse this trend. The new school opening in north 

Oxfordshire will provide 100 places; this new school for south Oxfordshire will also provide 

100 places; together, the two schools will ensure sufficient provision for pupils with 

SEMH/ASD needs outside Oxford.   

Location: the geographic distribution of the existing schools, with SEMH/ASD provision 

concentrated in and around Oxford city, results in unacceptable long travel distances for 

pupils living in much of the county. The location of the school has been based on two 

factors: the Didcot area is forecast to have the fastest growing pupil population in 

Oxfordshire, due to significant housing growth which is already well underway; and the 

area currently does not have a maintained special school.  
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3. SECTION FOUR: THE PROPOSED LOCATION AND SITE 

 

The proposed location for the new school is Didcot, in South Oxfordshire. 

Didcot was awarded Garden Town status by the Government in December 2015. 
The Didcot Garden Town masterplan presents a framework to guide the 
development of the town, through which Didcot is planned to nearly double in 
footprint with an additional 15,000 homes and 20,000 jobs by 2031. Development 
sites such as Great Western Park are being built out and other sites with planning 
approval are not far behind. 

Didcot has been chosen as the proposed location for the new school as it is the 
centre of large-scale population growth, both in South Oxfordshire and in the Vale of 
White Horse, which needs to be supported with a comprehensive range of 
educational infrastructure. One new secondary school, a University Technical 
College, and two new primary schools have already opened in Didcot since 2015 
and a further new secondary school and up to five more new primary schools are 
planned, as well as the new special school. 

The new school will also 
fill a gap in Oxfordshire’s 
current geographical 
distribution of special 
schools, especially for 
SEMH/ASD needs.   

Oxfordshire County 
Council will provide the 
site for the free school 
on a 125-year 
peppercorn lease. 


