
 
 

 
 

Welcome to Bulletin 4 2016 -2017: The numbers of looked after children continue to rise.  
There are currently 401 school age LAC but the total number including Early Years and post 
16 is over 600.  We are aware that there are some schools who have welcomed a number of 
LAC recently and we are focusing our support on these schools to build capacity. 
 
Children in Care Council (CICC):  The young people who are chairs of the CICC are willing 
and eager to come into schools and do training with staff about what strategies support LAC 
in their education.  Please contact the Virtual School if you would like to use this service on 
virtualschool.lac@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
PEPs:  We are proposing to cut down the number of PEPs from three to two per year for 
most children.  There will still be a need for 3 PEPs a year for those who are experiencing 
difficulties, so we should take a flexible and responsive approach.  The reason for this is 
there is an increasing pressure on both Virtual School staff and social workers as LAC 
numbers increase and staffing decreases and we want to ensure that we have two really 
meaningful PEPs that effect change for the young people.  I am aware that schools also, 
currently, have enormous pressures and budget cuts leading to some difficulties in releasing 
staff to run PEP meetings and write up the PEP afterwards.  However, we need to be even 
more rigorous about planning provision and tracking progress of those who are looked 
after.  We need to all, collectively, ensure that the quality of the two remaining PEPs 
improve year on year and that outcomes are directly informed by a full analysis of need and 
barriers to learning.   The Virtual School have to report on LAC educational progress three 
times a year but only need to have 2 PEPs a year, so in line with other authorities we 
propose that the third reporting is the school report which will need to be uploaded onto 
the document section of the EPEP.  The Virtual School will use the school report to track 
progress and to predict end of year outcomes.  Please take the time to complete 3 very 
short responses so that we can get a cross section of opinion on the proposed new system. 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FMPYJN7 

 
 
PEP dates:  If you change PEP dates please could you make sure you change on WFC so that 
we get informed.  We have had some instances where our staff have turned up for the 
meeting and the date has been rearranged.  Alternatively just email us directly. 
 
Foster Carers email addresses: Please add the foster carers email addresses to the PEP if at 
all possible.  We have also asked social workers to do this.  We can then email carers directly 
about education in the home. Thanks for your help with this. 
 
Care Mark:  We have relaunched the Care Mark and have several schools who are applying 
for validation. This is a very useful document to help you plan for inclusion, not only for your 
LAC but also for those on the edge of care click here.  Please contact the Virtual School if 
you would like support in completing this document.  The Care Mark is awarded by the 
Headteacher of the Virtual School after a visit to the school.  The Care Mark is rigorous and 
therefore will be very useful evidence for Ofsted.  Many congratulations to Woodeaton 
Manor School for being the first school to complete the revised LAC self-evaluation leading 
to the Care Mark.  They achieved an outstanding rating.  Their self-evaluation form was 
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exemplary and this was validated by an on-site visit by the HT of the Virtual School.  The 
school is willing to share their self-evaluation form with other schools. Please contact 
lucy.mettyear@oxfordshire.gov.uk if you would like to be sent this example of good 
practice. 
 
Ideas to help improve maths outcomes at KS2:  In 2016 only 34.8% of Oxfordshire’s LAC in 
KS2 achieved expected standard which was much lower than results for reading and writing.  
We would like to work collaboratively with you to improve outcomes for our LAC in maths.  
It is always useful to really unpick the barriers to learning; we would suggest using a 
‘Sandwell Numeracy Test’ as this gives a really thorough analysis of areas of strength and pin 
points where further work is needed. There are a number of maths interventions which 
support the development of skills, the mastery of maths vocabulary and an understanding 
of mathematical concepts for instance Every Child Counts, Maths Counts, Numbers Count 
and 1st Class@Number. The Education Endowment Foundation have summarised education 
research into a large variety of intervention strategies: 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/school-themes/numeracy/ 
 It is also really helpful to engage carers in supporting maths learning at home.  If you could 
share useful websites with carers and perhaps do a little training to build carer confidence 
that would also be hugely beneficial.  
 
Planning for KS4 pupils – be relentless in ensuring they reach their potential! 
 Are your LAC fully prepared for all their exams? Consider how well supported your LAC 

are in the lead up to exam season, both in terms of preparation and resilience. What is 
the plan for support during exams? 

 Are plans in place for their post-16 destinations? Ensure post-16 provision is 
aspirational, is secured and that alternatives are considered and ready. Is planning in 
place for preparation and transition to post-16 provision including an up-to-date pupil 
profile? 

 
Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaires (SDQs) for Early Years: A slightly modified version 
of the SDQs for 2-4 year olds is now available on the Virtual School website. The items are 
identical to those used in other SDQs apart from the item on reflectiveness which is 
softened, and 2 items on antisocial behaviour are replaced by items on oppositionality. The 
modified questionnaires can be used with nursery and reception aged children.  
 
PPEPCare Training – Psychological Perspectives in Education and Primary Care 
This is training designed and delivered by CAMHs to help staff recognise and understand 
mental health difficulties and offer appropriate support and guidance to children and young 
people in school. This training can be flexibly arranged to suit your school and is FREE! For 
further information contact Marianne.wolffmcgowan@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk 
If you are a secondary school, ensure you know who your CAMHS in-reach worker is and talk 
to them about the CAMHS offer and how this can support your LAC, perhaps through some 
staff training or through group work with young people. 
 
Place an order! 
Attachment Aware School Series for all schools - 2017 
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We are recommending this Box Set of 5 pocket books for all designated teachers: 

 

It is available to the Virtual School from www.worthpublishing.com for £49.95 per box (RRP 
£75) and cannot be bought cheaper elsewhere. If you would like a set, please email 
julie.sellers@oxfordshire.gov.uk. The cost will be taken from your Pupil Premium Plus 
budget. 
 
Transition to college:  The transition to college or the next stage of education and training is 
particularly difficult for LAC.  They may need a great deal of extra time, thought and 
planning to ensure that the transition is successful.  Please see below contact names and 
email addresses of key people in the colleges to ensure transition is effective. 

 City of Oxford and BBL Ross Andrews Ross.Andrews@ActivateLearning.ac.uk 

 Reading Zoe Grant Zoe.Grant1@ActivateLearning.ac.uk 

 Banbury and Bicester (new) Stacey Meadowcroft 
Stacey.Meadowcroft@ActivateLearning.ac.uk  

 Abingdon and Witney (new) Amy Beasley Amy.Beasley@abingdon-witney.ac.uk 

 Synolos Trudi Palmer trudi@synolotraining.co.uk 
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