
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oxfordshire Highways 
 
 
 
 

Cogges Link Road 
Cultural Heritage Assessment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B0834600/Doc/CLR/10 
 

April 2008 
 

 
Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd, Jacobs House, 427 London Road, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG6 1BL  UK 
Tel 0118 963 5000    Fax 0118 949 1054 
 
Copyright Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd.  All rights reserved 
 
No part of this report may be copied or reproduced by any means without prior written permission from 
Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd.  If you have received this report in error, please destroy all copies in your 
possession or control and notify Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd. 
 
This report has been prepared for the exclusive use of the commissioning party and unless otherwise 
agreed in writing by Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd, no other party may use, make use of or rely on the 
contents of the report.  If others choose to rely upon this report they do so entirely at their own risk.  No 
liability is accepted by Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd for any use of this report, other than for the purposes 
for which it was originally prepared and provided. 
 
Opinions and information provided in the report are on the basis of Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd using 
due skill, care and diligence in the preparation of the same and no explicit warranty is provided as to 
their accuracy.  It should be noted and it is expressly stated that no independent verification of any of 
the documents or information supplied to Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd has been made. 

 
 



Oxfordshire Highways 
Cogges Link Road 
Cultural Heritage Assessment 
 

B0834600/Doc/PA/CLR/10  1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document No : B0834600/Doc/PA/CLR/10  

Revision No : 01  

Date : April 2008  

    

Prepared by : Pete Fasham 

 

Checked by : Jamie Preston 

Approved by : Jon Mullins 

 
 
 

NB This document supersedes Doc No 0009432/ES/2/8   
 

 
 



Oxfordshire Highways 
Cogges Link Road 
Cultural Heritage Assessment  

 
 

Executive Summary 
 

The study has identified 18 sites of heritage interest in the immediate area of the CLR 
scheme.  There would be adverse impacts on three archaeological sites, two historic 
hedges, one area of palaeoenvironmental potential and a small part of a Conservation 
Area.  There are minor indirect impacts on the setting of a Scheduled Monument, a 
building in a Conservation Area and a structure just outside a conservation area. 
 
The scheme will have a negative impact on a number of regionally important sites but 
allowing for mitigation the overall impact will be slight adverse.  Any reduction in traffic 
through the core of the Conservation Area will be a beneficial effect. 
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1 Introduction 
 
1.1.1 The Cultural Heritage Assessment considers the known cultural heritage 

remains in terms of their significance, the magnitude of the development impact 
upon them and the significance of that impact. The study area was defined as a 
zone extending 200m from the perimeter of the scheme. 

 
1.1.2 Planning Policy and guidance is in Volume 2A Plans and Policies. 
 
1.1.3 The cultural heritage assessment has gone through a series of phases and 

scopes during which heritage sites have been allocated numbers. Those 
numbers are retained in this report and are shown in brackets. 
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2 Sources of information and Consultations 
 
2.1 Sources of Information 
 
2.1.1 Cultural Heritage data were obtained from the following sources:  
 

• English Heritage for Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens 
and Registered Battlefields; 

• Oxfordshire County Council Sites and Monuments Record for archaeological 
sites and Listed Buildings; 

• Centre for Oxfordshire Studies for Historic Mapping; 
• West Oxfordshire District Council for Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas; 
• National Monuments Record for Archaeological Records; 
• A walkover survey. 

 
2.1.2 There have been several studies either directly related to the CLR scheme or to 

other development proposals in the area: 
  

• Cogges Link Road: Stage: Stage 1 Archaeological Report. Oxford 
Archaeological Unit (OAU) 1993; 

• Witney –Cogges Link Road Stage 2 Archaeological Monitoring of 
Geotechnical test-pits. Oxford Archaeological Unit (OAU) 1994; 

• An Archaeological Evaluation at land to the East of Cogges Hill Road, 
Witney, Oxfordshire. John Moore Heritage Services, May 2000; 

• East Witney Development Area, Oxfordshire. An archaeological Desk-Based 
Assessment on behalf of Carter Jonas. Archaeological Services and 
Consultancy Ltd, October 2000; 

• An Archaeological Evaluation on Land East of Eton Close, Cogges, Witney, 
Oxfordshire. John Moore Heritage Services, October 2001. 

 
2.1.3 These works were summarised in Witney Cogges Link Road Cultural Heritage 

Desktop Study by Babtie in September 2002.  
 
2.1.4 It was determined by the County Archaeologist that, as there was sufficient 

information to understand the likely archaeological resource and to develop a 
mitigation strategy, there was no requirement for any further investigations for 
the part of the scheme between Oxford Hill and the Stanton Harcourt road.  

 
2.1.5 Evaluation works specific to this scheme, in the form of geophysical survey (Pre-

Construct Geophysics 2004), trial trenching and boreholes (OA 2005) 
(Appendices A and B), were carried out between Stanton Harcourt Road and 
the western channel of the river Windrush.  The scopes of these investigations 
were agreed with the Oxfordshire County Archaeologist. 
 

2.2 Consultations 
 
2.2.1 Consultations took place with English Heritage and the Oxfordshire County 

Archaeologist whose comments have been incorporated into the text. 
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3 Methodology 
 
3.1 Assessment of Cultural Heritage Value 
 
3.1.1 An assessment of the importance of each archaeological site within the study 

area was made on a three-point scale of National, Regional or Local 
significance. Limited information was available for most sites in the study area, 
with relatively few having been archaeologically tested or subject to detailed 
survey or recording.  The assessment was therefore based partly on 
professional experience; however, it also took into account the non-statutory 
criteria for the designation of Scheduled Monuments (PPG 16 Archaeology and 
Planning 1990).  These criteria are period, rarity, documentation, group value, 
survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability, diversity and potential.   

3.2 Assessing the Significance of Potential Impacts 

Archaeological Sites 

3.2.1 The impact on each archaeological site can be assessed in terms of 
loss/damage, severance of linked features and impact on the setting.  A three-
stage process has been applied.  The first stage is a purely quantitative 
assessment of the impact as Substantial, Moderate, Slight, Negligible or None, 
the second takes into account the grade of importance of the site to reach a 
preliminary assessment of the significance of potential impact as Major, 
Moderate or Minor impact, while this assessment is adjusted and finalised in the 
third stage through the introduction of other qualitative factors. This results in the 
significance of impact being assessed at High Significance, Significant, Minor 
Significance or Not Significant as shown in the matrix below. 

Magnitude of Impact Value 
category 

Substantial Moderate Slight Negligible None 
National HS HS S MS NS 
Regional HS S MS NS NS 
Local S MS NS NS NS 

Quantitative assessment of impact 

3.2.2 Impact can be assessed in purely quantitative terms as follows: 

Substantial effect which would result in a total loss of the site; 

Moderate effect which would result in the majority of the site being affected, 
but not completely lost or where the setting is considerably 
altered; 

Slight effect resulting in loss or impact on the setting would be partial 
(including severance); 

Negligible minimal effect on site; 
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None   no effect anticipated. 

Preliminary assessment of the significance of impact 

3.2.3 A qualitative element is introduced through taking into account the grade of 
importance of the site, leading to a preliminary assessment of the overall 
significance of identified impacts, graded as Major, Moderate or Minor impact. 
 
Adjustment of preliminary assessment  

3.2.4 This assessment of the significance of the potential impact can be adjusted 
upwards or downwards to take into account the relative importance of the 
specific parts of the site which would be affected.  For instance, an impact which 
is ‘substantial’ in terms of the area of the site affected may nevertheless only 
affect peripheral features, while a ‘slight’ impact may affect the core of a site. 

3.2.5 The assessment can also be adjusted to take into account the potential 
severance of linked features or sites.  Issues considered here would include the 
occurrence or otherwise of severance, whether it is complete or partial, whether 
the linkage is crucial to the understanding of the site or sites, the amount of 
stratigraphy which would be disrupted, and the effect on the historic integrity of 
the site. 

3.2.6 Indirect impacts, for instance from subsidence or changes in groundwater levels, 
can be very damaging; these can also be taken into account at this stage. 

3.2.7 Where a site has significant amenity value, any impact on the setting would be 
assessed in terms of whether the proposals would become a dominant, 
significant, intrusive or insignificant element of the views of or from the site, and 
the consequent effect on the setting or visual amenity of the site.  Where 
relevant, this may result in an impact being identified for sites which would not 
be physically damaged.  This may also occur where the impact on a site results 
in a reduction of the ‘group value’ of other sites. 

 
The built heritage 

3.2.8 The significance of impacts on individual buildings of historic or architectural 
interest is assessed using a similar three-stage process to that used for 
archaeological sites. In determining the extent of damage, indirect causes of 
damage, such as vibration and subsidence, are taken into account. 

The quantitative element is assessed as follows: 

Extensive impact Demolition of or damage to the building or a substantial 
part of it, or loss of linked features such as gardens, 
outbuildings, lodges, etc 

. 
Substantial impact Demolition of or damage to parts of the building of lesser 

importance, such as later extensions, or damage to linked 
features such as gardens, outbuildings, lodges, etc. 

 
Slight impact Loss or damage to peripheral parts of linked features such 

as gardens, outbuildings, lodges etc. 
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No impact No part of the building or linked features would be 

physically disturbed. 
 

3.2.9 The setting of a built heritage structure can be affected as described in 3.2.7. 
 

3.2.10 a preliminary assessment of the significance of the impact is made using the 
matrix outlined above.  This is then adjusted and finalised by taking into account 
additional qualitative factors, including the following: 

• Visual intrusion; 

• Increases in noise and disturbance; 

• Severance from linked features such as gardens, outbuildings, lodges etc; 

• Changes in the existing landscape, townscape or garden setting of the 
structure; 

• Loss of amenity, especially where the site is open to the public; 

• Effects on economic viability. 
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4 Designated Sites 
 
4.1 Scheduled Monuments 
 
4.1.1 There are two Scheduled Monuments whose extents lie within the study area. 
 
4.1.2 Cogges moated site, priory and deserted medieval village (1, SM 28177) 

includes a series of earthworks and buried remains centred on the present 
Manor Farm Museum. These comprise the remains of a moated manor, priory, 
settlement, water mill, fishponds and a World War II pillbox. The monument also 
includes 17 listed buildings which are not considered separately but as part of 
the Scheduled Monument. Only the extreme south-west extent of the site lies 
within 200m of the scheme.  

 
4.1.3 The Bishop of Winchester’s Palace at Witney (2, SM 21834) includes the known 

surviving extent of the moated palace. The moat survives as a buried feature on 
its western and northern sides enclosing an area approximately 116m from north 
to south by 84m from east to west. The moat measured 12m across and more 
than 3m deep. 

 
4.2 Listed Buildings 
 
4.2.1 There are no listed buildings within the study area. 
 
4.3 Conservation Areas 
 
4.3.1 The Witney Central (including Cogges) Conservation Area covers the whole of 

central Witney and Cogges.  The westernmost 120m of the scheme at the 
roundabout with Witan Way intrudes into the Conservation Area. Farm Mill (46) 
lies close to the scheme within the Conservation Area.  
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5 Archaeological Background 
 
5.1 Early Prehistoric (Palaeolithic, Mesolithic) 
 
5.1.1 The distribution of lithic finds suggests Palaeolithic on the gravel terraces on 

both sides of the Thames. There is a more scattered distribution of Mesolithic 
flint artefacts suggesting widespread activity beyond the river valleys. Very few 
early prehistoric finds (31) have been recovered from the study area. A number 
of isolated Palaeolithic artefacts have been located to the south of the study 
areas towards the confluence of the rivers Windrush and Thames. Sites dating 
to the Mesolithic period are scarce in the region. A Mesolithic site has been 
located at Gravelly Guy, c.3km south of the study areas.   

 
5.1.2 The archaeological evaluation included trial trenching, a review of existing 

boreholes and series of six new boreholes (Oxford Archaeology 2005). The 
borehole data suggests the presence of three palaeochannnels and a small 
area of higher ground to the west of the east channel of the Windrush. The 
latest phase of alleviation appears to seal possible Iron age features and this is 
in line with models for the Upper Thames valley which suggest a rise in the 
water table from the middle Iron Age.  It is suggested that the low humic content 
of the alluvial deposits may indicate a low potential for the survival of plant 
macro and insect remains although pollen may be preserved. 

 
5.2 Neolithic 
 
5.2.1 The Neolithic period saw the introduction of mixed farming and a more 

sedentary existence. From the Middle Neolithic, monuments appear in the 
archaeological record demonstrating large, organised communities. The upper 
Thames valley was an area of dense occupation during the Neolithic period and 
a wide range of Neolithic artefacts and sites are known in the Oxfordshire 
region. Evidence for Neolithic activity within the study areas consists of a hollow 
based point (38) discovered in the south western part of the study area and a 
flint core (31) to the south east of Cogges. There are, however, a number of 
known sites of Neolithic date in the surrounding area including a site discovered 
during OAU excavations at Gill Mill, Ducklington which revealed traces of 
Neolithic settlement. A henge monument known as Devil’s Quoits is situated 6 
km to the south east of Witney at Stanton Harcourt.  

5.3 Bronze Age 
 
5.31 The Bronze Age sees the introduction of metalworking technology, new pottery 

types and the emergence of new funerary practises characterised by the 
construction of round barrows from the Early Bronze Age. There are many 
examples of this type of funerary monument in Oxfordshire. Within the study 
area there are possible round barrows (35 and 37) located to the east of the 
River Windrush on the floodplain and the first terrace.   

 
5.4 Iron Age 
 
5.4.1 The Iron Age is characterised by further developments in metalworking, pottery 

began to be manufactured using a potters’ wheel and inscribed coins were 
minted for the first time in Britain. The upper Thames and Windrush valleys were 
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a focus of considerable settlement during this period. There are two known Iron 
Age sites within the study areas including a pottery scatter and a ditch. 

 
5.4.2 A number of Iron Age sites have been identified and recorded in the vicinity of 

Witney. Approximately 500m to the south of  Cogges Housing Development a 
site has been interpreted as a promontory fort; while 3km south of the 
assessment area, at Mingies Ditch, Hardwick-with-Yelford and at Gravelly Guy, 
Stanton Harcourt,  Iron Age occupation has been identified. To the west an Iron 
Age settlement has been discovered at Deer Park Road, Witney while to the 
east an undated defensive site is likely to belong to the Iron Age. 

 
5.4.3 Within the study area there is evidence for Iron Age activity south east of 

Cogges (32) in the form of discoveries of Iron Age pottery and also there is a 
possibility of Iron Age activities at Site 30. Site 100, discovered by geophysical 
survey and investigated by trial trenching, is of Iron Age date and is on the 
floodplain of the River Windrush.  

 
5.5 Roman 
 
5.5.1 The Romanisation of Britain included the implementation of centralised 

administration based on towns supported by a network of roads. In the 
surrounding area there are a number of sites belonging to the Roman period in 
the Windrush Valley and the Cotswold hills to the north and west. The Windrush 
Valley excavations at Gill Mill Farm, Ducklington, revealed a large area of 
settlement of some importance as suggested by the finds of tesserae, coins and 
a fragment of an altar. Further down the valley, 7km to the south-east of the 
assessment area, at Watkins Farm, Northmoor, there is evidence for an 
agricultural settlement. There are a cluster of Roman villa sites situated in the 
foothills of the Cotswolds to the north and west of Witney; most notably at 
Shakenoak c. 3km north, North Leigh 5km to the north-east and Ditchley 7km to 
the north-east. A major Roman road known as Akeman Street which linked 
Asthall with Alchester runs approximately 5km north of Witney.  

 
5.5.2 Within the study area, Romano-British activity is known from archaeological 

evaluations at Oxford Hill on land east of Cogges Hill Road (30).   

5.6 Medieval 
 
5.6.1 The study area has a wide distribution of medieval sites with a focus along the 

east and west banks of the River Windrush. The settlement of Cogges (1) lies to 
the east of the priory moated site within the Cogges scheduled area. It has its 
origins in the Anglo-Saxon period and continued until its abandonment in the 
13th century. One of the crop mark sites (37) has been interpreted as a Saxon 
settlement. The medieval remains of this settlement are visible as faint 
earthworks including building platforms and associated features. The medieval 
moated site survives as an earthwork, c.6m wide and up to 3m deep. The moat 
encloses two islands occupied by a stone built manor house of 12th century 
date. Manor Farm Museum dates to the 13th century and superseded the earlier 
manor. To the north of the moated enclosures are the buried remains of a small 
alien priory founded in 1103. The priory would have included a substantial stone 
house to accommodate the small group of monks and lay brothers who lived 
there.  
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5.6.2 Evidence for water management can be found in the north eastern part of the 

monument in the form of a rectangular fishpond enclosed by a substantial bank 
formed by using the line of the Madley Brook which was diverted to the north to 
form a bypass leat. The fishpond was likely to have been used both for 
production and as a mill pond providing a head of water for the mill to the west. 
A mill site is known in the north-western part of the monument in a bend in the 
Windrush.      

 
5.6.3 The medieval town of Witney largely replaced the settlement at Cogges in the 

13th century. The urban pattern of 13th century Witney included a market place, 
burgage plots and a bridge over the river. The pattern of burgage plots to the 
east of the High Street can clearly be seen in the modern layout of the town. 
The medieval core of the town includes the Bishop of Winchester’s Palace (2) 
constructed in the early 12th century and the 12th century church of St Mary the 
Virgin which was rebuilt in the mid-13th century. The Bishop of Winchester’s 
Palace is located on the southern edge of an open green which provided the 
commercial focus for the emerging market town that grew up at the expense of 
the nearby secular manor of Cogges. The remains comprise a roughly square, 
walled and moated enclosure within which stood a number of buildings including 
a substantial solar tower and hall, chapel, stables, kitchens, latrines, workshops, 
storage and a defensible gatehouse.   

 
5.6.4 The economy of the area was based on the wool trade. In 1086 Witney had two 

mills and Cogges had one. Witney Mills was the site of the earliest known mills 
in the area and was one of three fulling mills recorded in 1277. In 1301-2, the 
Bishop of Winchester’s Pipe Rolls record both fulling and corn mills at 
Woodfordmill, as well as a corn mill called Waleys Mill and one other fulling mill. 
Gill Mill was the mill of the manor of Cogges and the priory had a mill possibly 
located to the east of Langel Common.  

 
5.6.5 The Domesday Book also demonstrates the importance of meadowland in the 

economy of the medieval period. Witney had 100 acres and Cogges possibly 
had as much as 220 acres. The majority of the land in the river valley was 
meadowland. Many of the field names recorded in historic documents end in –
ham or –mead, meaning meadow.    

 
5.7 Post-medieval 
 
5.7.1 The study area during the post-medieval period sees the development of the 

town of Witney to the north with 18th and 19th century buildings and re-buildings. 
The wool trade continued to be an important part of the economy of the area 
with production characterised by a number of establishments. These included 
blanket factories, steam works and a number of mills in operation including New 
Mills, Witney Mills and Farm Mill which are all labelled ‘Manufactories’ (1st 
edition Ordnance Survey). Beyond the town there were areas of both enclosed 
and unenclosed land as well as arable and grassland. 

 
5.8 Modern 
 
5.8.1 Historic features of the modern period relate to the defence of Britain during 

World War II. Originally there were four pillboxes of Norcon-type in the study 
area. Three of these survive and two are located close to Cogges Manor (1) and 
one to the south of Farm Mill (101). The Norcon-type pillbox was a rare 
prototype design comprising a section of concrete pipe with simple loop holes. 
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There are only 25 examples recorded in the Defence of Britain database. 
Although individually of only local importance, the grouping of three Norcon-type 
pill boxes in the Windrush valley means they have more than local value. 

 
5.9 Summary 
 
5.9.1 There is evidence for human activity within the study area from the Mesolithic to 

the present day.  The sites and findspots are on the Windrush terrace deposits 
and Oxford Clays and predominantly date to the Iron Age, Roman, medieval and 
post-medieval periods. The sparse evidence for prehistoric activity can be 
explained by the deep alluvial deposits within the River Windrush flood plain. 
Cropmark enclosures and possible round barrows (35 and 37) of prehistoric 
date are located on the interface between the alluvium and terrace deposits 
suggesting this zone may have been a focus of activity during later prehistory. 

 
5.9.2 Archaeological investigations along the river valley at Yarnton have 

demonstrated a distinct pattern of earlier sites including Neolithic and Bronze 
Age ceremonial places and Bronze Age timber piling for wharves in the 
floodplain. There is a subsequent shift of activity onto the higher ground of the 
river terraces. This pattern is discernible within the study area with possible 
Bronze Age enclosures and barrows (35 and 37) located along the boundary 
between the alluvium and the first terrace and subsequent Romano-British (30) 
and medieval sites (1, 2 and 31) located on the higher terrace deposits and 
Oxford Clays. 

 
5.9.3 Initial studies for this scheme identified three zones of archaeological potential. 
 
 Zone 1a 
 
5.9.4 This zone was east of the Cogges housing development and extended from the 

B4022 in the north to the Stanton Harcourt Road and is an area of arable land 
where the archaeological potential has been demonstrated by various 
archaeological surveys and interventions, sites 29, 30 and 31.  

 
5.9.5 Site 29 is the find spot of a medieval seal matrix and does not necessarily 

represent an activity or occupation site. 
 
5.9.6 Site 30.This was an evaluation by trial trenching on land to the east of the 

scheme (JMHS 2000). The main discoveries were of the Roman period and 
there was an Iron Age pottery sherd. Medieval features were also identified and 
a possible medieval earthwork survives.  These features are believed to be 
focussed on an area of plateau gravel to the north-east but it remains unclear 
whether these remains extend into the scheme. There, however, remains a 
moderate potential for archaeological deposits to extend into the CLR corridor. 

 
5.9.7 Site 31. This an evaluation to the west of the scheme (JMHS 2001).  A ditch and 

two post holes were recorded as pre-dating a medieval plough soil and the finds 
included 11th century pottery and a prehistoric flint blade. Earthworks, including 
traces of ridge and furrow and other indistinct forms, probably no earlier than the 
medieval period, were identified and these may extend into the scheme. CLR is 
likely to impact on the earthworks. 

 
5.9.8 Site 32. The SMR records the discovery of Iron Age and Medieval pottery 
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5.9.9 The finds at Site 32 and the results of the archaeological evaluations show that 

Zone 1a has potential for the discovery of prehistoric, Roman and Medieval 
remains.   

  
 Zone 1b 
 
5.9.10 This zone lies to the west of the Cogges housing development and is on the 

terrace overlooking the Windrush.  There are crop/soilmarks indicative of 
prehistoric and Anglo-Saxon remains which demonstrates the potential of the 
land adjacent to the flood plain. 

 
Zone 2 

 
5.9.11 This is the area to the south and east of the pumping station and is on the gravel 

terrace leading to the floodplain.  Geophysical survey indicated the presence of 
traces of ridge and furrow and of pits. Trial trenching confirmed the existence of 
pits and also identified ditches most of which are likely to be Iron Age in date 
(100). Some of the Iron Age remains are covered by alluvial deposits and it is 
possible that the ridge and furrow prevented the geophysical survey from 
identifying other features. 

 
Zone 3 

 
5.9.12 This is the floodplain of the Windrush which is covered by 0.5m-2.0m of alluvial 

deposits.  On the edge of the floodplain there are areas of linear features 
identified from cropmarks (43, 44) which again show the potential of the flood 
plain. Trial trenching and borehole samples have identified three 
palaeochannels, one possible higher area of land and a process of alluviation 
which seems to have sealed Iron Age remains. Two of the trenches, 13 and 14 
on the eastern edge of the flood plain revealed archaeological features under 
the post Iron Age alleviation located on the edge of one of the palaeochannels. 
Other trenches in the floodplain could not be fully excavated due to  the high 
level of the water table but the presence of unworked wood indicates the 
potential for the survival of timber structures.  The palaeoenvironmental potential 
is regarded as moderate as the alluvial deposits are clays and silts with a low 
humic content indicating limited potential for survival plant and insect remains. 
Some peaty deposits were identified which are likely to have a higher potential 
for the survival of artefacts.  

 
5.9.13  Also in the flood plain are Farm Mill (46) and a pillbox (101). 
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6 Ancient Hedgerows 
 
6.1 Legislative Background and Methodology 
 
6.1.1 The Hedgerows Regulations 1997, Statutory Instruments 1997 No. 1160 

contains the criteria for dating important hedgerows. These are amplified in a 
letter of 23 May 2002 from DEFRA to all Planning Officers. 

 
6.1.2 Information was sought from the Historic Mapping held in the Centre for 

Oxfordshire Studies. 
 
6.2 Results 
 
6.2.1 A search at the Centre for Oxfordshire Studies resulted in the location of a 1st 

edition Ordnance Survey map of 1876 in which all hedges identified through 
ecological survey within the assessment area were present. Analysis of Davis’s 
Map of Oxfordshire of 1797 demonstrates that only hedgerows 47 (running 
parallel with Oxford Hill) and 48/49 (to the south west of Cogges Housing 
Development) can be identified with any certainty. Hedgerow 47 can be seen 
lining the road at the junction between Cogges Hill Road and Oxford Hill; and 
hedgerow 48/49 clearly marks the boundary between the open meadow 
alongside the Windrush and the enclosed field systems to the east.  

 
6.2.2 Three of the hedgerows identified (47, 48 and 49) satisfy the archaeological and 

historical criteria for determining important hedgerows as outlined in the 
Hedgerows Regulations 1997 and the DEFRA letter of 23 May 2002. 
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7. Significance of Impact 
 
7.1 Nature of direct Impacts 
 
7.1.1 In Archaeological Zone 1a (Sites 30 and 31) topsoil will be removed and there is 

a certain amount of cut.   As CLR affects the edges of both sites 30 and 31 the 
impact is considered to be moderate. 

 
7.1.2 In Archaeological Zone 2 there will be topsoil removal and excavation for 

balancing ponds and therefore this will have a substantial impact on the Iron 
Age remains of Site 100.  

 
7.1.3 In Zone 3 the road will be constructed on the existing ground surface and there 

will be no wicks drainage in the alluvium, but the alluvial deposits may still be 
compressed. Drainage from the carriageway is likely to be the only impact on 
the alluvium apart from at the bridges and the realignments of the watercourses, 
where piling and construction of the bridge abutments will have some impact on 
any palaeoarchaeological remains.  Reshaping of the watercourses will impact 
on any archaeological remains that may be present on the line of the new 
channels. 

 
7.1.4 There will be a slight impact on the setting of the Norcon-type pillbox (Site 101). 
 
7.2 Site Value 
 
7.2.1 There are 18 sites of cultural heritage interest known within the CLR study area.  
 

Table 1 
 

Site no. Reference Site type Value 
1 SM 28177 Cogges moated site, 

priory and DMV 
National 

2 SM 21834 Bishop of Winchester’s 
Palace 

National 

29 OSMR 11415 Seal matrix None 
30 OSMR 16267 Roman settlement, 

possible earthworks of 
unkown date 

Regional 

31 OSMR 16488 Ridge and furrow, ditch, 
Neolithic post-hole, 
Mesolithic blade 

regional 

32 OSMR 4487 Pottery Local 
35 OSMR 15149 Cropmarks, ?prehistoric 

enclosures 
Local 

36 OSMR 7532 Cropmarks, possible 
Bronze Age 

Local 

37 OSMR 5717 Cropmarks, possible 
Anglo-Saxon remains 

Regional 

43 OSMR 5969 Cropmarks, linear Regional 
44 OSMR 15150 Cropmarks, linear Regional 
46 MON 1305472 Farm Mill Local 
47 Davis’s Map 1797 Hedgerow Local 
48 Davis’s Map 1797 Hedgerow Slight 
49 Davis’s Map 1797 Hedgerow Local 
100 Trial trenching  Iron Age remains Regional 
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Site no. Reference Site type Value 
101 Defence of Britain 

Project Database 
Pillbox Regional 

102 Bore Hole Palaeoenvironmental 
remains in Windrush 
floodplain 

Regional 

 
7.2 Magnitude and Significance of direct impact  
 
7.2.1 The magnitude and significance of direct impacts can be summarised as follow  
 

Site 
no. 

Reference Site type Value Magnitude 
of Impact 

Significance 
of Impact 

1 SM 28177 Cogges moated site, 
priory and DMV 

National None Not 
significant 

2 SM 21834 Bishop of 
Winchester’s Palace 

National None Not 
significant 

29 OSMR 
11415 

Seal matrix Local Negligible Not 
significant 

30 OSMR 
16267 

Roman settlement 
and possible 
earthworks 

Regional Moderate Significant 

31 OSMR 
16488 

Ridge and furrow, 
ditch, undated  
features and 
Neolithic and  
Mesolithic blade 

Regional Moderate Significant 

32 OSMR 4487 Pottery Regional None Not 
significant 

35 OSMR 
15149 

Cropmarks Regional None Not 
significant 

36 OSMR 7532 Cropmarks Regional None Not 
significant 

37 OSMR 5717 Cropmarks Regional None Not 
significant 

43 OSMR 5969 Cropmarks Regional None Not 
significant 

44 OSMR 
15150 

Cropmarks Regional None Not 
significant 

46 MON 
1305472 

Farm Mill Local Slight Not 
significant 

47 Davis’s Map 
1797 

Hedgerow Regional Substantial High 
significance 

48 Davis’s Map 
1797 

Hedgerow Regional Substantial High 
significance 

49 Davis’s Map 
1797 

Hedgerow Regional None Not 
significant 

100 Trial 
trenching  

Iron Age remains Regional Substantial High 
significance 

101 Pill box  Modern Regional Slight Minor 
significance 

102 Bore Hole Palaeoenvironmental 
remains in Windrush 
floodplain 

Regional Slight Minor 
significance 
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7.3 Conservation Area 
 
7.3.1 There will be a direct impact on the Witney Conservation Area where the 

western 120m of the road links into the roundabout on Witan Way.  The area 
involved is a very small part of the Conservation Area and will have no impact 
on the historic core of the town. The western side of Witan Way lies within the 
Witney Conservation Area and is characterised by modern developments 
including a supermarket, offices and a new housing development. The proposed 
link road would join the Witan Way to the east of the existing roundabout and 
would have limited visual impacts on the conservation area.  Reductions in 
traffic movements in the historic core of the Conservation Area will be a 
beneficial effect 

 
7.4 Indirect Impacts 
 
7.4.1 There are three indirect impacts. 
 
7.4.2 The Scheduled Cogges Moated complex, Site 1, will suffer some impact on its 

settings and the views out from the site. There are filtered views from the fields 
at the south of the Scheduled Monument across the Windrush valley floor to the 
south and west.  There is low intervisibility with CLR due to hedge lined field 
boundaries located 30-150m away and more dense woodland around Mill Farm. 
The character is semi-enclosed. Witan Way is screened from view by woodland 
and tree lined ditches on the valley floor. There is some slight potential for traffic 
on the scheme to be visible from the southern section of the SM during winter 
months but this view would be largely obscured by vegetation during the 
summer. In the longer term tree planting at the base of the road embankments 
will further screen views as it matures. 

 
7.4.3 Farm Mill (46) dates from the 1840s and is a seven bay, 3-storey building of 

coursed limestone rubble construction with a shallow pitched gable roof finished 
with slates and decorative ridge tiles. Farm Mill is much altered and in generally 
poor condition. Although of historic and archaeological interest the mill, in its 
present condition, is not considered to contribute positively to the character and 
appearance of the conservation area. The mill site is, in any case, predominantly 
screened from the proposed link road by mature trees and there would, 
therefore, be only slight visual impacts.  

 
7.4.4 Pill box 101. The realigned channel of the mill stream will be closer to the pillbox 

but impacts on the essence of its defensive nature in the Windrush valley will 
only be very slight. 
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8 Mitigation 
 
8.1 Zone 1 
 
8.1.1 Mitigation is required only in Zone 1a and not in Zone 1b. The area between the 

B4022 and the Stanton Harcourt Road passes through an area of high 
archaeological potential and the agreed mitigation includes: 
 
• Survey and excavation (scope to be determined) of earthworks if any are 

extant in the corridor; 
• a programme of topsoil strip using machines with toothless buckets and 

under archaeological supervision and excavation of exposed archaeological 
remains in accordance with Oxfordshire County Council guidelines. 

 
8.2 Zone 2 
 
8.2.1 Zone 2 contains archaeological remains of Iron Age date and excavation is 

required. 
 
8.3 Zone 3 
 
8.3.1 Zone 3 extends across the two channels and the flood plain of the river 

Windrush. The road is carried on embankment and there will be no impact on 
alluvial deposits which might contain archaeological remains. The piles and 
abutments for the bridges will impact on potential archaeological deposits and 
the mitigation is to be designed in when detail design of the structures is 
complete.    

 
8.3.2 Zone 3. The realignment of channels will impact on any potential buried 

archaeological deposits which may be present.  It is therefore proposed that the 
topsoil and alluvium is removed under archaeological control to allow for the 
recording of archaeological remains. The Norcon pill box (Site 101) will not 
suffer any direct impacts but a location and condition survey should be 
undertaken ahead of works and protection put in place during works.  

 
8.3.3 As part of the archaeological mitigation works all fieldwork should be assessed, 

analysed, reported and published.  
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Appendix A: Fluxgate Gradiometer Survey 
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Appendix B: Archaeological Evaluation Report 
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