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LGPS: Pensions for co habiting partners   
 

Please note:  
If you are currently a member of the LGPS, and  
you have a co habiting partner, and  
you are not an elected member of a local council,   
       you do not have to complete a form to declare your partner for a 
pension after your death.  
 
HOWEVER - you and your partner must meet the rules for an entitlement.    
 

Read on for the detail.  
  
 
The Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) can provide pensions for members and after 
their death for their partners. Before we can pay any pension we  
check the entitlement against the regulations, which govern the rules for the LGPS.  
 
 
 
Recently a supreme court appeal case, which received national publicity, has lead more people to 
ask … ‘What does my LGPS membership secure for my partner and family?’ and 
‘Do I have to do anything to make sure they get what is due if something 
happens to me?’  
  
If you are a current active member of the LGPS – that is if you are currently paying into the LGPS 
either to the main scheme or to the 50/50 section of the scheme and should you die while you are 
still contributing to the scheme - this is what we in Pension Services will check for   
 
Partner’s pension – there is no minimum time the current member has to have been in the 
scheme and we will pay a partner pension if at the time of death you are either married, in a civil 
partnership, or you have an ‘eligible cohabiting partner’.  
 
For married partners from an opposite sex or same sex marriage, or civil partners, we will ask to 
see copies of certificates.     
 
For a cohabiting partner to be ‘eligible’ the following conditions, at the date of the death, must have 
been living with the scheme member for a continuous period of at least two years and  

• both partners are, and have been, free to marry each other or enter into a civil 
partnership with each other, and 
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• you and your cohabiting partner have been living together as if you were husband and 
wife, or civil partners, and  

• neither you or your cohabiting partner have been living with someone else as if you/they 
were husband and wife or civil partners, and  

• either your cohabiting partner is, and has been, financially dependent on you or you are, 
and have been, ‘financially interdependent’ on each other. 

o Your partner is financially dependent on you if you have the highest income.  
‘Financially interdependent’ means that you rely on your joint finances to support your standard of 
living. It doesn’t mean that you need to be contributing equally. For example, if your partner’s 
income is a lot more than your's, he or she may pay the mortgage and most of the bills, and you 
may pay for the weekly shopping. 
 
On your death, a survivor’s pension would be paid to your cohabiting partner if: 
• all of the above criteria apply at the date of your death, and 
• your cohabiting partner satisfies Oxfordshire Pension Fund Committee that the above conditions 
had been met for a continuous period of at least 2 years immediately prior to your death. 
 
As an active member of the LGPS you do not have to complete a form to nominate a 
cohabiting partner for entitlement to a cohabiting partner’s pension. However, on your death 
Pension Services will require evidence that the conditions for a cohabiting partner's pension are 
met.   
 
 
Death Grant - 3 times your average annual rate of pay   
The pension fund makes the decision on directing where the payment goes - but you can record 
your wishes using the Expression of Wish form. The fund will consider your wishes before making 
payment. You can get the form from the website         www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/pensionforms   
 
However – there may be restrictions to the value of the Death Grant if you have other LGPS 
records that could also produce a death grant, not just with this fund but also across the country.   
This could apply if you 

• have more than one current employment where you are contributing to the scheme;  
• receive a pension from an earlier period of employment where you were a member of the 

LGPS; 
• if you have a ‘deferred benefit’ a pension you are entitled to but which is not yet in 

payment.  
 
 
 
 
There are full details of the pensions for your family - partners and eligible children - in the leaflet  
LIFE COVER - PROTECTION FOR YOUR FAMILY obtainable from this website page    
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/lgpsmembersguide  
 
 
 
Please note the current Pension Services contact address is  
Pension Services, Oxfordshire County Council, Speedwell House, Speedwell Street, 
OXFORD OX1 1NE  and not as shown in the leaflet mentioned above.    
 pension.services@oxfordshire.gov.uk   
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