
New Pensions Committee Observer Philip Wilde  
 
I have recently taken over as the observer for the LGPS Pensions Committee from 
Paul Gerrish. Paul has done a sterling job and it was his reports about the work of 
the Committee that got me interested in becoming involved with the Committee 
myself. 
 
I am a Senior Branch Officer in the Oxfordshire County Branch of UNISON and prior 
to this post I was working at Wood Green School in Witney. It is my work as a union 
representative that has made me realise the importance of having a reasonable 
pension that can be called upon as necessary, not just when you retire. I also 
realised that I know very little about investments and the detailed workings of the 
LGPS that so many of us will rely on in later life and I am attending training to learn 
as much as I can. 
 
I have, therefore, attended training offered by UNISON, which has been particularly 
illuminating and I shall also be attending the training offered to the Pensions 
Committee too. I have been particularly impressed by the Councillors that sit on the 
Pensions Committee as they are totally dedicated to safeguarding the pensions of 
the members of the scheme, the Councillors are always challenging and supporting 
the staff about ethical investments and costs and the responsibilities of employers. 
 
Whilst for many, pensions are a distant dream, the importance of getting it right in 
the early days are perhaps the most important.  Should you have any questions that 
you would like answered by the Pensions Committee, I will be delighted to act as 
your conduit. Contact me by phone at the UNISON Branch Office in County Hall 
01865 815990 or email: Philip.wilde@oxfordshire.gov.uk I look forward to serving 
you as best that I can. 
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