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Oxfordshire Museums Service  
Learning and Access Team 

In your school and at  
The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock 



2 

Achievements of early civilizations 
- Egyptians pg.11 

The Roman Empire and 
its impact on Britain 
- Romans pg.6 & pg.11 

Planning your Curriculum? 
Let us help. We provide: 
 Workshops at The Oxfordshire Museum  
 Workshops in school 
 Box Loans  

Britain’s Settlement by Anglo– Saxons 
-  Village Life pg.12 
-  Art and Culture pg.12 
-  Invasions, settlements and kingdoms pg.6 

Core Curriculum 
-Pop–Up Exhibition pg.10 
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Significant locals / individuals 
- William Morris pg.8 
- The Two Queens pg.8 
- Rockin Rocks and Fab Fossils pg. 10 

Local History Study 
- Victorian Oxfordshire pg.7 
- Oxfordshire at war pg.13 
- Hidden Histories pg.5 

Beyond 1066 
- Tudors pg.13  
- Victorians pg.7 
- Oxfordshire at War pg.13 
- Britain 1950s - 1970s pg.13 

Changes within living 
memory  
- Toys  pgs.7 & 9 
- Washday pg.8 
- Seaside Holidays pg.9  
- Schooldays pgs.8 & 9 

Planning your Curriculum? 
Let us help. We provide: 
 Workshops at The Oxfordshire Museum  
 Workshops in school 
 Box Loans  

Rocks and Fossils 
- Dinosaurs pg.5 
- Rockin’ Rocks and  
Fabulous Fossils pg. 10 

Stone Age to the Iron 
Age 
Box Loans pg.17 

In  your 
School      
pg. 8 - 13 

At the  

Museum   
pg. 5– 7 

Box Loans  
pg. 14 -  20 
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The Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock is a great  
place for your next school trip. 

 

‘The whole package is excellent, great variety of activities, well organ-

ised from meet and greet to exit, cloakroom, eating etc. all really sup-
port us – it feels safe.’ Teacher  

 
The Coach House Education Centre provides a first class  facility for school 
workshops. These workshops are  outlined in the  catalogue, and we are 
always happy to  discuss your individual needs. 
 

 Free use of Coach House Education Centre for lunch during cold/wet 
weather for pre-booked sessions. 

 Beautiful enclosed garden for lunch at other times.  

 We have a range of pocket money priced items in our museum shop. If you 
wish to use the shop please allow time after the workshop.   

 Coach drop off directly outside museum. 

 
‘We love coming to this museum – there’s always so much more to see than you  
expect. I’m always telling our parents to bring their children here – it’s free and 
there are lots of activities the children can do. -It’s such a safe, enclosed environment and the staff 
are lovely.’ Teacher 
 

Museum Galleries 
 

Investigate the amazing diversity of our collections within eleven exciting galleries which explore 
and interpret the natural and human history of Oxfordshire 
including: 
 

Anglo-Saxon Gallery - With Pagan burials, treasure and 

the craftsmanship of master sword makers, this exhibition 

explores the  stories, lives and battles of Oxfordshire’s  

Anglo-Saxons.  From  the homes they built to the food they 

ate and clothes they wore, Anglo-Saxons in Oxfordshire will 

tell the story of Oxfordshire’s role in the creation of England  
 

Introducing Oxfordshire  - Amazing archaeological finds filmed in 3D  
 

Victorian Oxfordshire  -  Homes, leisure time, schools and much more  
 

Changing Countryside  - How rural life in Oxfordshire has changed during the last 70 years 
 

Innovations Gallery  -  Discover an astonishing range of innovative ideas and technology  
 

Roman Gallery - Objects which help us to build a picture of Roman Oxfordshire 
 

Dinosaur Gallery and Garden  - Fossils, models, facts , quizzes and genuine  dinosaur footprints 
 

Temporary Exhibitions  

“Touching an object makes history more 
real & tangible” 
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From January 2018 
Hidden Histories 
KS2 
Three Heritage Venues in One  
 
In a unique opportunity to visit Blenheim Palace, The Soldiers of 
Oxfordshire Museum and The Oxfordshire Museum in one day, 
this new workshop encourages pupils to look beyond the  
obvious in their search for Hidden Histories. Each of the three 
providers will focus on a different skill which pupils can use at 
school in their own Local History or Enrichment studies.  
Children will become ‘Object Investigators’ at The Oxfordshire 

Museum, ‘Document Detectives’ at The  
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum and 
‘Building Bloodhounds’ at Blenheim  
Palace. The day runs from 10am to 2pm 
with the option to explore the Blenheim Palace Pleasure Gardens afterwards.  
 
Cost  £7.90 / £6.60 (Blenheim’s low season) 
Contact  education@blenheimpalace.com or 01993 810 535  for further  
information or bookings 

 
The Dinosaur Gallery 
Visit our interactive dinosaur gallery - if you dare! We have a range of dinosaur activities including 
‘feed the dinosaurs’, dinosaur fossils, dinosaur puppet theatre, dressing up, magnetic dinosaur  
jigsaws,  facts and quizzes, dinosaur DVD, wall murals and even an electronic moving eye. 
 

Why Are There Dinosaur Footprints At TOM?   
FS / Yr1 / Yr2 / Yr3   10am - 12pm 

 

 Handle real fossils 

 How are fossils formed? 

 What are ‘living fossils’? 

 How many children can fit in a dinosaur footprint? 
 

Discover what Oxfordshire was like in Jurassic times and learn 
about our local dinosaurs! 
 

Your children will role-play, discover and learn the answers to 
these and many other questions as they explore the Museum’s 

unique dinosaur garden and fabulous interactive dinosaur gallery. 
 

‘Good info sheets for teachers. Some great activities to keep the children challenged. Good cross-
curricular links with maths and science.  Opportunity to hold real fossils and use a range of practical 
resources was a real benefit of learning on site.’ Teacher 
 

‘Seeing the footprints made dinosaurs seem more real.’ Pupil 

Workshops at the Oxfordshire Museum 

New 

mailto:education@blenheimpalace.com
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.visitwoodstock.co.uk%2Fitems%2Fsoldiers_of_oxon%2Fsoldiers_of_oxon_front.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.visitwoodstock.co.uk%2Finterest%2Flocal%2Fsoldiers_of_oxon&docid=9MeEH8Ag649adM&tbnid=ib9I1emp
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The Roman Gallery 
In our captivating Roman gallery, discover the jewellery people wore and find out what is suspicious 
about the coin hoard. Find our Roman tombstone and discover its history. Do you live near a Roman site 
in Oxfordshire? Can you spot the potters’ marks on a wide range of different pots and identify what they 
were used for? Look at the stone altars and find out what kinds of objects were offered to the Gods.  
All the objects in the Gallery were found in Oxfordshire. 
 

Who Would Want To Be A Roman?  
KS2   10am - 12.30pm 
 

 What is strange about our Roman skeleton? 

 Will you excavate any Roman treasure?   

 Have you ever held an object that is over 2000 years old? 

 Can you drill like a Roman soldier? (Can you escape decimation?) 
 

Our fascinating Roman Gallery and extensive handling collection will stimulate 
your children and enrich their learning about the Romans. 
 

‘Coming out and handling real Roman artefacts, dressing up, seeing the range of objects in the gallery  
really reinforces & extends areas of work covered in the classroom. The Roman armour is always  special.’  
Teacher 

Workshops at the Oxfordshire Museum 

The Anglo-Saxon Gallery 
This new gallery tells the story of the development of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, from the decline of 
Roman Britain to the time of Alfred the Great. Highlights of the gallery are the complete burials  
containing fantastic grave goods.  High quality replicas, including a  wattle and daub wall, displayed 
alongside the original artefacts  enable visitors to appreciate the true workmanship of this period.  

All artefacts in the gallery were found in Oxfordshire 
 

The Anglo-Saxons in Oxfordshire 
Invasions, settlements and kingdoms 

KS2 10am – 12:30pm 
 

 How did the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms develop? 
 Learn about King Alfred’s struggle with the Vikings 
 Make your own grave goods 
 

The formation and development of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms 

up until the time of the first king of all England is complicated and confusing. That’s before the Vikings 
get involved! Armed with helmets, swords and a good dose of role-play, we will help to make sense of it 
all. Marvel at amazing discoveries such as the Hanney Brooch, enamelled spear and pattern-welded 
sword then make your own treasured grave goods. 
 

‘Really well organised. Excellently prepared and delivered. Activities gave a ‘fun’ context to learn more 
about history. The Coach House activities were very effective and the children learned a great deal from 
the gallery. They [pupils] were discussing what they had seen on their way back and asking each other 
questions – definitely sparked their interest.’ Teacher 
 

‘The re-enactment was brilliant! It helped the children to secure their understanding and bring it to life.’ 
Teacher 
Children have expressed how much they loved the trip. Parents have fed this back to me too.’ Teacher 
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Life within Living Memory 
 

Visit our Victorian  and Countryside galleries and find out how our lives have changed.  The  
introduction of electricity , changing farming practices and the outbreak of war have all affected the 
way in which we run our homes, go to school and spend our leisure time.  
 

Each of the workshops include a focused gallery visit and runs from 10am - 12pm  
 

Spit And Polish KS1/KS2  
 

 Does sand really help to clean the cutlery? 

 Can you wash clothes without electricity? 

 Examine a huge range of authentic artefacts  

 Try your hand at rag rugging 
Put on your aprons and experience what it was like to maintain a 
home without the benefit of modern electrical appliances.   
 

‘It’s better than reading a book – you can see and feel and touch things’ Pupil 
 

Time To Play (Toys and Games) KS1/KS2  
 

 How far can you shove a penny? 

 Try your skill at the whip and top. 

 Make your own peg doll. 
 

Experience the world of play as it would have been enjoyed in the past  and 
try your hand at a wide variety of indoor and outdoor toys. 
 

‘This was a lovely, well organised workshop.  Lots of open ended questions enabled the children to 
deepen their understanding. The children enjoyed playing with toys and creating their  
own.’  Teacher 
 

Sit Up Straight!  (Old fashioned schoolroom)KS1/KS2  
 

 Are you a left-handed misfit? 

 Will you blot your copybook? 
 

Looking at how schooling has changed since the introduction of the 1890  
Education Act. Dressed in their new uniforms, our school ma’am will drill your pupils  
in school rules and regulations in a traditional old fashioned  schoolroom experience.  

 
The Marvels of Invention KS2  

 

 Watch our real magic lantern show. 

 Be amazed by 3D images from over 100 years ago! 

 Pose in costume for your own studio portrait. 
 

Explore some of the early developments in photography,  
cinema and 3D images with an amazing opportunity to get 
close up and ‘hands-on’ with vintage equipment 

. 
  

Workshops at the Oxfordshire Museum 
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The Two Queens                                                     
KS1 

 Who had the best fashions? 

 Who used a horn plate? 

 Goose quills and dip pens - it’s an inky business  
 

Compare everyday life during the reign of Queen Elizabeth 1 and Queen Victoria. Model the latest 
fashions, see how everyday objects developed and try your hand at writing in the manner of  
yesteryear.  
‘Very well organised, a nice range of activities.  A really good enrichment for our topic work – thank 
you.’ Teacher  
 

Oxford’s Motoring Legend 
KS1 
 How did cars come to Cowley? 

 Can you work on a production line? 

 Where did all the money go? 
 

Follow the amazing story of William Morris, Lord Nuffield, from  

a lad mending bicycles to the creator of one of the longest established 
 car plants in the world. A flurry of activities, artefacts and money bags  
show how Britain’s greatest benefactor changed the face of Oxford. 
 

‘Your staff were friendly and knowledgeable and the workshop was really good value.’ Teacher 

In Living Memory 
Are We Nearly There Yet? (Transport) 
FS & Yr1 

 What was it like to drive an early motorcar?   

 What do you do with a starting handle? 

 Can you remember your hand signals? 
 

This hands-on, drama based workshop is an ideal introduction 
to history and object handling for the youngest members of 
the school.  
 

‘It was great fun and we got to handle really old things.’  Pupil 

What Happened On Wash Day? 
FS & KS1 
 What does a posser do?  

 What was it like to use a mangle? 

 How heavy is a flat iron? 
 

Experience all the different stages of Great Grandma’s washday using  
authentic washday items. 
 

‘We get to do the washing and have a go, not just listen and write.’  Pupil 
 

 
 

 

We bring the Museum Experience to you  
FS / KS1 

Significant people 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjpxOWu693VAhWFuBoKHfhVDRsQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.historyofpencils.com%2Fwriting-instruments-history%2Fhistory-of-quill-pens%2F&psig=AFQjCNHB2CChcXAdatVtJkIB
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We bring the Museum Experience to you 
 KS1 

Have Seaside Holidays Changed? 
KS1 
 Wonder at the magic of an original stereo viewer. 

 Would you have liked to wear an Edwardian swimming costume 

 Why is our ‘end-of -pier’ crocodile enjoying his holiday? 
 

Climb aboard the charabanc to ‘travel’ back in time and compare how seaside 
 holidays have changed over the past 100 years. A wide variety of   
photographs, objects and costumes help bring this topic to life. 
‘Really great experience for  the children. Good pitching for age – not  
bombarded with too much (just enough ideas/ knowledge) Great artefacts as  
usual and great to be able to be hands on  - Thank You ‘ Teacher 
 

Have Toys Changed? 
KS1 
 

 Play with our wide variety of replica toys. 

 How do you tell the difference between an old and new toy? 

 Make a thaumatrope to keep. 
 
Play, learn, create, explore and discover. 
 
‘The class [and teacher] really enjoyed the workshop. The children 
were kept entertained and motivated to learn throughout the  
session and particularly enjoyed playing with the toys and making 
the ‘spinning wonder’. Teacher 
 
‘The resources were fantastic: activities and timings were great 

giving each child the opportunity to participate – make their own toy and use some [toys]. 
Would thoroughly recommend it.’  Teacher 
 

School Days* 
KS1 
 Take part in old-fashioned drill 

 Try copperplate handwriting 

 Can you avoid punishment! 
 
How has schooling changed since the introduction of the 1890 Education  
Act? Slates, dip pens, free milk, the abacus, and the cane! Photographs, objects and lots of  
practical activities help bring the past to life. 
 

This workshop can link with the Have Toys Changed? workshop to create a 
whole ‘Changing Childhood’ experience. 
 

* School Days can be adapted for KS2 
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We bring the Museum Experience to you 
KS2 

Core Curriculum Workshops 
 

Literacy - Pop-Up Exhibition 
Y5 /Y6 
Great for promoting literacy skills! 
 

 Piece together evidence from multiple sources 

 Curate your own exhibition 

 Learn the skills to create your own school /classroom museum 

 

A fun and absorbing way to develop investigation skills through the use 
of primary evidence.  Children will love mounting their own exhibitions 
and presenting their findings.  Objects, documents and photographs 
show the changing face of Oxfordshire life from the late 1800s to the 
1970s.  
 

This engaging workshop encourages higher-order reading skills 
and provides the teacher with a wealth of follow-up material.  
 

‘ A fantastic workshop.  Children really working collaboratively, using imagination and comprehension 
skills.  Superb resources provided ~ so interesting for children and teachers!  Lots of ideas for topic, 
history and English as follow up.  Many Thanks.’ Teacher 

 

  

Science - Rockin’ Rocks & Fabulous Fossils 
 

 When is a rock a magnificent mineral?   

 When is a tooth much bigger than your hand? 

 When do you get to handle amazing fossils over 165million years old? 

 Who was William ‘Strata’ Smith?  
 

This practical, hands-on session covers many elements of the Science 

curriculum, including rocks & fossils and evolution. It will also introduce 
you to the ‘Father of Geology’ - an Oxfordshire man. 
 
‘The children loved handling the rocks and fossils.  The William Smith and 
William Buckland information made it local and relevant.’ Teacher 
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We bring the Museum Experience to you 
KS2 

The Enigmatic Egyptians 
 

 Is it easy to write hieroglyphs with a reed pen? 
 Can your pupils successfully move a stone to build the Great Pyramid? 
 Mummify your mates! 
 
A huge range of high quality replica artefacts and a tangle of bandages 
will help enrich your classroom learning. 

 

‘Lovely artefacts and information sheets really helped children engage with the topic. Key  
questions provoked thoughtful discussion. Activities produced some great work for display.’  
Teacher 

Who Would Want To Be A Roman? * 
 

 How does it feel to wear a toga?  
 Explore how a groma helped to 
build straight roads.  
 Can you drill like a Roman soldier? 
(Can you escape decimation?) 
 Have you ever held an object that 
is over 2000 years old? 
 
Our extensive handling collection of genuine artefacts, all 
found in Oxfordshire, will stimulate your children and enrich 
their learning about the Romans. 
 

 

‘Thank you so much for making the engaging and educational  
session about the Romans such fun.  You really did make history 
come alive: the children are still talking excitedly and very 
 positively about their learning experience with you.  All the children, 
irrespective of ability,  were  constantly engaged with the different 
activities and were sad to see you go’  Teacher 
 

 
‘The children had a wonderful time, 

 learning a lot and thoroughly enjoying themselves. They have been  
barking Latin orders and playing decimation games ever since.’ Teacher 

 
*Also available at The Oxfordshire Museum.  

Combine hands on activities with a visit to our gallery  
full of local Oxfordshire finds.    
See page 6 for further details 
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We bring the Museum Experience to you 
KS2 

  Anglo-Saxon Art & Culture 
 

 Were the Anglo-Saxons artistic? 
 What lies buried with a body? 
 Marvel at the magnificent Hanney Brooch 
 

Learn about the styles and patterns which were used on  
Anglo-Saxon jewellery and use this knowledge to design and make your own 
 copper brooch. Explore the kind of grave goods which have been found in  
burial sites around Oxfordshire and follow the fascinating story of the  
recently discovered Hanney brooch. 
 

‘The ladies encouraged the children to think about the Anglo-Saxon people in  
their locality, giving detailed information about finds in order to create  
brooches for themselves. The small groups were full of information. A  
great afternoon led by people with knowledge and passion about their  
subject’ Teacher  
 

‘I would like to pass on my thanks to your team for the visit to us today.  The children in both 
 classes really enjoyed the visit and were engaged throughout.’ Teacher 
 

 
Anglo-Saxon Village Life 
 

 How does wool become cloth? 
 Can you tell your drop spindle from your tablet weaving? 
 Who is the better potter? 
 
Discover how the Anglo-Saxons made  
and decorated their clothes and try on the  
latest fashions! Compare the pottery of  
the Roman and Anglo-Saxon periods. Each 
 child will make their own pot and weave  
their own braid during this workshop.  

 
‘Lovely, friendly staff – very knowledgeable and able to deliver well. 
 Activities well suited to ages of children. They loved the weaving and the 
clay work. Excellent value for money – would definitely use again and 
recommend to others.’ Teacher 
 

 

The Anglo-Saxon workshops  can be combined to create a whole day experience 
 

The Anglo-Saxons in Oxfordshire - Invasions, settlements and kingdoms, 
available at The Oxfordshire Museum.  Combine  hands on activities with a visit to 

our gallery  full of local Oxfordshire finds.   See page 6 for further details 
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Trying On The Tudors 
 

 How do you recognise a poison pot? 

 Can you master the quill and ink? 

 What makes a ‘bum roll’? 
 

Be amazed with what lies behind the frills of Tudor fashion.  
Stimulate ideas and discussion whilst handling our intriguing  
artefacts, and discover more about the Golden Hind with  
our large model ship. 

 

‘Really good hands-on workshop that all the children enjoyed. They especially loved the dressing up 
and writing with quills’ Teacher 

 

Oxfordshire at War 
 

 Find out about life on the ‘home front’. 

 What was it like to wear a gas mask? 

 How would you feel in an air raid? 

 Try rag rugging to ‘make do and mend’. 
 

Handling and studying our wide collection of  local   
wartime objects and documents makes history more  
real and tangible. 

 

‘This was a wonderful opportunity for the children to handle artefacts confidently.  
They were very engaged throughout. A lovely afternoon. The gas masks and rag  
rugging were very popular ’ Teacher 
 

  From Elvis to Abba (1950s - 1970s) 
 

When was the Coronation?  

Who landed on the moon?  

What was decimalisation? 
 

Pupils are encouraged to engage with the spirit of the 50s, 60s and 70s using a 
    huge range of authentic artefacts, focusing on major historical  
     events, technological change and everyday life. Who will  

   become the Decades Quiz Champions? 
 

     ‘It was a super morning – the children were fully engaged and  
     really enjoyed being Decade Detectives. They very much  
appreciated being able to handle the artefacts and loved seeing the old phones and cameras  
particularly .’ Teacher 
 

School Days  
Can be adapted for KS2. Please see KS1 pg. 9 for details. 
 
 

We bring the Museum Experience to you 
                      KS2 
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Unlock the past with our exciting range of boxes for loan 
 
The loans boxes contain a selection of genuine artefacts, photographs and documents with the 
occasional replica item. Please note the Greeks and Egyptians boxes contain only replica objects. 
Some topics have several boxes with slightly different contents.  
If you have a particular preference, please state this clearly when booking. 
 
All loans boxes contain a teacher’s pack which provides: 
 

 background historical information about each object 

 ready to use resources 

 curriculum links map  

 ideas for other ways to use the objects / documents / photos in  
        the classroom. 
 
The objects contained in the boxes are an ideal starting point for 
launching creative learning. 
 
These boxes can be used to promote and develop observation,  
critical thinking, problem solving, questioning and empathising skills. 
They are also ideal for stimulating creative writing, art and design. 
 
      
 
     ‘It has really brought our history topic to life.’  Teacher 
 
‘     This was a great resource to use; the children were  engaged 
     because they could handle the objects and take their time in 
     looking closely and revisiting them. We were able to  
     Investigate the objects as  historians.’ Teacher 

 
 
 

 
INSET is available for school partnerships.  
Explore how one box can serve the whole school in a range of cross-curricular  
activities. 
Contact us to discuss your requirements.  

 
 

Please note the items in the schools loans boxes are fragile and usually irreplaceable. It 
is essential that children are advised of this and asked to handle the items with the  
respect they deserve. Please ensure that the items are  closely supervised by a   
member of staff at all times and handled with care over a table to minimise the risk of 
damage or breakage. 

Box  Loans 
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Box  Loans 
Local Studies 

   

Box contents 
 

Wychwood Forest 
 

Ideal for a local history study; this box tells the story of 
life in the ancient forest in the 19th century when a 
large part of it was enclosed and cut down. Learn 
about life in the forest, the wages and work of a 
woodsman & gloveress, the importance of sheep & 
working horses and the infamous Wychwood Forest 

Fair.  Developed by The Wychwood Project 
 

  
 
Photographs, Maps, Documents and Census returns 
for local families, Woodsman Tools: Billhook & Froe, 
Gloving Tools & Patterns, Deer Antlers, Tree &  
Woodland Identification Guides, Sheep Shears , 
Sheep Bell, 19th Century Coins, Slate Board & Pencil, 
Horse Brasses, Horse Shoe 
  

 

The Witney Blanket Story 
 

From sheep to blanket, this box is a perfect resource 
for a local study or to complement a scientific study of 
materials. Follow the Witney Blanket trail included in 
the box to discover all the buildings and locations in 
Witney which are related to the blanket industry.   
 

Visit www.witneyblanketstory.org.uk  for a wealth of 
information. 
 

  
  
 
Washed and Unwashed (raw) Wool, Blanket Bale 
Skewers, Shuttle, Empty Bobbin, Wound Bobbin, 
Hand Cards, Samples of Unfinished Blanket, Wool 
Blanket, Cellular Blanket, Point Blanket, 1930s 
Advertising Board 
Photos and documents 
  

 

Canals 
 

A opportunity for close study of the distinctive style of 
canal art. 

  
 

All items enamel and decorated,  Pan, Large 
Watering Can, Small Watering Can, Cup, Very Small 
Jug 
Photos and documents 

 

 Fossils 
 

 Experience the WOW factor of handling fossils which    
are millions of years old. Found in Oxfordshire, this  
fabulous collection enables long term and detailed 
study, enhancing the Science and Art curriculum 

 
Chalk Ammonite, Echinoidea, Oxford Clay  
Ammonite, Echinoidea, Bivalve – Unicardium  
Arenacea, Straight-tusked Elephant Tooth, Bivalve – 
Pholadomya Media, Plesiosaurus Vertebrae,  
Brachiopods, Cretaceous Sponge – Porosphaeria, 
Tube Sponge 

Ideal for a local  study , these boxes tell the stories of life in specific areas.  
  

These can be especially useful for teachers who are new to an area.  

‘I was very grateful for the box! As a teacher it offered me  resources, in-
formation and also inspiration for a topic I haven’t taught before. It was 
great to have artefacts to show the children – this brought our activities 
to life and the work would have been a little dry without them. ’ Teacher 
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Box  Loans 
 In living memory 

 

Going Back To School 
 

Find out about schools in your   
grandparents’ time in the days of chalk, ink 
blots and slates.  

 

Abacus, Spinning Top, Ink Well & Pen, Ink Nibs, School Bell, Badge, 
Tie, Name Labels, Milk Tokens, ‘What am I’? Riddle, slate. 
Photos and Documents 

 

Buying It By The Ounce 
 

How shops have changed! Revisit the days 
before supermarkets and self-service, 
when food was bought ‘by the ounce’ 

 

Leather Wallet, Pre Decimal  Coins, lb. and oz. Weights, Weighing 
Scales, Flour Scoop, Potted Meat Jar, Accounts Book, Nylon  
Stockings. 
Photos and Documents 

Food Glorious Food 

 

This box is full of fascinating objects and  
photographs 

 

Bone Apple Corer, Coffee Grinder, Jelly Mould, Vegetable or Herb 
Chopper, Oat Roller, Tea Infuser, Sugar Nippers.   
Photos and Documents 

 

All Dressed Up 
 

This popular box looks at the fashions of  
yesteryear  
  

  
Leather Laced Boot, Flower Brooch, Leather Collar Box & Wing 
collar, Leather Case & Collar Studs, Bakelite Hair Razor, Perfume/
Smelling Salts Bottle, Lace Chemise, Skirt Hook, Glove Box & Gloves, 
Glove Stretcher, Button Hook, Spectacle Case & Spectacles, Hair 
Styling Iron, Photos and Documents 
  

 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 
 

When goggles and starting  handles were  
essential items for every keen motorist. 
  

 

Box 1 Bicycle  Lamp, Horseless Carriage Advert, Goggles, Leather 
Helmet, Car Horn, AA Badge, Starting Handle 

Box 2 Metal Oil Plate, Horseless Carriage Advert, Goggles, Leather 
Helmet, Car Horn, AA Badge, Starting Handle, 
Photos and Documents 
  

 

Soap & Bubbles 
 

How was laundry washed and dried in days 
gone by? 

 

Box 1 Copper Posser, Soap Cage, Flat Iron, Pegs, Washboard,  
Purified Household Soap 

Box 2 Copper Posser, Soap Cage, Flat Iron, Pegs, Washboard, 
Goffering Iron/Tongs, Purified Household Soap.  
All boxes contain Photos and Documents 

 

Fun & Games 
 

How do today’s childhood toys and games 
differ from years gone by? 

 

Box 1 1960s Mickey Mouse, Dominoes, Marbles, Spinning Top & 
Whip, ‘Whirlpool’ Board Game, Model Car, Toy Crocodile, Playing 
Cards, Picture Lotto Game & Cards, Acrobat Toy 

Box 2 Acrobat Toy, Toy Camel, ‘Whirlpool’ Board Game, Marbles, 
Skipping Rope, Model Car 1960s, Toy Metal Iron, Toy Gun, Snap 
Cards, 1950s Doll, Nursery Rhyme Tin 

Box 3 Meccano Booklet, Lotto Game, Marbles, Toy Rake, Cup and 
Ball, Snap Game, Knitting Set, Noddy Toy, Hand Puppet, Slinky, 
Handmade Dolls Clothes, Toy Typewriter 
All boxes contain Photos and Documents 
  

 

Making Your Own  Entertainment 
  
What did people do before television and 
computer games? 

  
Box 1 Portable Radio, ‘Radio Celebrities’, Cigarette Card Album, 
Gramophone Record, Tin of Gramophone Needles, Recorder & 
Songbook, Stamp Album, Cinema Tickets, Snakes & Ladders Game, 
Magnifying Glasses 

Box2 Gramophone Record, Dance Card, Cinema Badge, ‘Film Star’ 
Cigarette Cards, Sheet Music, Embroidered Bag, Crochet Set, Beer 
Mats, Mouth Organ, Dance Floor Polish, Zip Razor, Canasta Set, 
Playing Cards, Theatre Programmes, Cribbage Board 
All boxes contain Photos and Documents 
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Box  Loans  
Historical periods 

 

Flint tools from  Palaeolithic, 
Neolithic,  Mesolithic  and 
Bronze Age 
 

Loose & mounted objects. 
 A mix of real and replica objects that can 
be freely handled. 
 

Please note that although these are  
suitable for handling, they are cutting 
tools and may have sharp edges. Please 
handle with extreme care. 
 

 

 Lower Palaeolithic - Flake Chopper, Flint Core. Palaeolithic 
Flakes, Flint Flake, Modern Flint Flake. Palaeolithic Hand Axe ,  
Acheulian hand axe, Pointed Flint Hand Axe, Ovate Flint Hand 
Axe. Neolithic Axe Heads - Rough out for  Polished Flint Axe Head, 
Modern rough out, Fragment partly polished Flint Axe, Fragment 
of polished Flint Axe.   
Mounted  Display of Flints,  Mesolithic - Flint Blades, Micro Liths, 
Blade Core, Scraper, Neolithic - Leaf Shaped Arrow Heads, Borer / 
Scraper, Slug Knife, Round Scraper, Bronze Age Barbed and 
Tanged Arrow Heads 
Photos 

 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
  
Loose & mounted objects. 
 A mix of real and replica objects that can 
be freely handled. 
  
Please note that although these are  
suitable for handling, they are cutting 
tools and may have sharp edges. Please 
handle with extreme care. 
  

 

Box 1 - Mounted Flint Core and Blades (Microliths), Hand Axe, 
Pointed Hand Axe, Polished Hand Axe, Bronze Age -  Flat Axe, 
Flat Axe with Flange, Looped Socketed Palstave, Flanged Lopped 
Palastave, Socketed Hafted Gouge, Sword, Hafted Flanged Axe, 
Iron Age -Reaping Knife, Pottery Pieces * 3 

Box 2- Mounted Flint implements,  Hand Axe,   Pointed Hand 
Axe , Polished Axe Head, Bronze Age - Flat Axe with Flange, 
Looped Flanged Palstave, Looped Socketed Palstave,  Hafted 
Looped Palastave, Socketed Gouge, Iron Age - Reaping /  
Pruning Hook, Pottery Pieces * 3 

Box 3  - Mounted Flint Barbs, Hand Axe, Flint Pointed Hand Axe, 

Polished Axe Head,  Hafted (mounted) Hammer, Bronze Age - 
Looped Flanged Palstave, Looped Socketed Palastave, Socketed 
Spearhead, Socketed Gouge, Iron Age - Reaping Knife, Pottery 
Pieces * 3 

Box 4 - Mounted Flint Barbs, Hand Axe, Pointed Hand Axe,  

Polished Axe Head, Hammerstone, Hafted Flint Axe, Bronze Age - 
Flat Axe, Flanged  Palastave,  Looped Palstave, Socketed Axe, 
Socketed Gouge, Socketed Spearhead, Sword, Iron Age -  
Reaping Knife, Pottery Pieces * 3 
All boxes contain Photos  
 

  
The Egyptians 
 

 Investigate the wonderful world of  the 
Ancient Egyptians - their beliefs, lives, 
rules and rituals. 
 

(All items in this box are replica) 
  

 

Box 1 Canopic Jars, Nefertiti, Rosetta Stone,  Cat Goddess 

Bastet, Anubis leaning over a Mummy, Scarab Beetle, Ushabti, 
Plaque of Goddess Ma’at 

Box 2 Tutankhamen’s Throne, Jackal on Chest, Canopic Jars,  

Nefertiti, Rosetta Stone,  Papyrus, Sarcophagus & Mummy, 
Faience Plaque, Hippopotamus, Ankh, Necklace 
  

  
The Greeks 
  
Look at the life and culture of the  
Ancient Greeks. (All items in this box are 
replica) 

  
Box 1 Coins, Corinthian Vase, Clay Discus, Mask of Heracles, 

Greek Plate, Helmet, Oil Lamp 

Box 2 Coins, Corinthian Vase, Clay Discus, Mask of Heracles, 

Greek Plate, Helmet, Oil Lamp 
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Box  Loans 
Historical Periods 

  
  

The Roman Way 
  
Find out about the fascinating lives of these  
inventive people. 

  
Box 1 Glass Scent Bottle, Sandal Sole, Bracelet, Samian  
Pottery Sherd,  Black  Burnished Ware Part of Dish, Spatula & Stylus, Bronze 
Needle, Bone Needle, Part Box Flue Tile, Oil Lamp 

Box 2 Glass Scent Bottle, Oyster Shell, Bracelet, Samian Pottery Sherd, Part 
of  Mortarium, ‘Barbarous Radiate’ Coin,  Skewer,  Stylus, Bone Point, Part 
Box Flue Tile, Oil Lamp 

Box 3 Glass Bottle, Part of Moratorium, Bracelet, Samian Pottery Sherd,  
Coin,  Commemorative Coin, Tesserae (Mosaic tile) Part Box Flue Tile, Oil 
Lamp 
Box 4 Head of a female figure, Glass scent bottle, Fragment of grey ware  
pottery, Sherd of mortarium, Sherd of Samian pottery, Coin of Julian 11, 
Skewer, Stylus, Tweezers, Spatula, fragments of painted wall plaster, roman 
nails,  Oil  lamp 
  

  
  

Anglo-Saxons 
  
Discover fascinating facts about the Anglo-
Saxon world. 
  
(Some items in this box are replica) 

  

 

Box 1 Spindle Whorl, Antler Stamps, Pottery Sherds, Tablet  Weaving Box, 
Brooch, Wool Samples, Bone Needles , Woven Cloth, Chess Piece,  
Whetstone 

Box 2 Spindle Whorl, Antler Stamps, Pottery Sherds, Tablet Weaving Box, 
Brooch, Wool Samples, Bone Needles , Woven Cloth, Jaw bone 

Box 3 Spindle Whorl, Antler Stamps, Pottery Sherds, Tablet Weaving Box, 
Brooch, Wool Samples, Bone Needles , Woven Cloth, Chess Piece 

Box 4 Spindle Whorl, Antler Stamps, Pottery Sherds, Tablet Weaving Box, 
Brooch, Wool Samples, Bone Needles , Woven Cloth, Chess Piece, Spear Head 
  

 
 

Victorians at Home 
What were homes like over a hundred years 
ago? 

 

Jelly Mould, Brass Inkwell, Glass Bottle,  Greetings Cards, Ladies’ Drawers, 
Fluting Iron, Cameo Stick Pin,  Glove Stretcher & Button Hook, Taper Tin 
Photos and Documents 

 Victorians Upstairs Downstairs 
 How was life different for the lady of the 
house and the servants? 

 

Leather Boot, Leather Gloves & Glove Stretcher, Baby’s Dress, Framed  
Sampler, Brass Candlestick, ‘Trades’ Playing Cards, Butter Hands, Horse Shoe, 
Vegetable  Chopper, Ceramic Jelly Mould, Photos and Documents 

 Victorians Below Stairs 
 What were kitchens like over 100 years ago? 

 

 

Butter Hands, Pastry Wheel, Vegetable  Chopper, Marmalade Jar, Sugar  
Nippers,  Vegetable Squeezer, Vegetable Masher, Patty Pans 
Photos and Documents 

 Victorian Village 

 What were Victorian villages like before  
motor cars and supermarkets? 

 

Bee Keeper’s Pooter, Shepherds Crook,  Butter Hands, Stoneware Jar, Box 
Plane, Leather Boot, Horseshoe, Buttons 
Photos and Documents 

 Victorians at Work 

What jobs were available in the Victorian 
times? 
 

 

Horse Shoe, Miner’s Lamp, Happy Families Cards, Range Brush, Ink Well , Dip 
Pen, Shoemaker’s Crimping Tool, Lace Maker’s Bobbin, Victorian Pennies, 
Leather Gaiter, Digging Shoe ,Photos and Documents 

  

World War 1 
Discover more about the ‘war to end all wars’ 
  

  
 Brass Princess Mary Gift Tin, Medals x 2,  Postcards to/from the Front x 9, 
Stereograph photos x 43 , Water Flask, Shell Case, Plaster Grave Keepsake, 
Silver War Badge, Souvenir Tea Cosy, Ration  Book, Permit Book, Record, 
Tank Light, Poppy, Photos and Documents 
  

  

World War 2 - When The Lights 
Went Out 
Rationing, evacuation and air-raid precautions. 
Find out what life was like during the war. 

  
Box 1 Ration Books, Shell Dressing 1938 and Tourniquet, Enamel Air Raid 
Wardens Sign, Record by Gracie Fields and War-time Sheet Music. Car  
Headlamp Deflector , Army Cap and Sergeants Stripes, Khaki Torch, Pair of 
War Office Issue Binoculars 

Box 2 ARP Cloth Badge, Shell Dressing, ARP Lamp Shield, Identity Bracelet, 
Ration Book, Army Cap, Motor Fuel Ration Book, German Helmet 
All boxes contain Photos and Documents 
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Box  Loans  

Art and Literacy 

  

Making Faces 

Let’s face it - faces are fascinating! A collection of 
faces and photos to intrigue and delight. This box is 
an excellent starting point for a range of Literacy, 
Art and DT activities for KS1 and KS2.  

  
 
Building Blocks, Stuffed Dab Chick in Perspex  
Box, Coins, Greek Stone Face, Modern Face Jug,  
Playing Cards, Sun Insurance Plaque, Wooden Owl, photos 

  

Telling Stories 

These objects and photos are sure to inspire some 
wonderful story-telling, role-play and drama 
activities. Let your imaginations run riot! 

  
Box 1 Tobacco Tin, Poison Bottle, Valentine  Decoupage, Mirror, 
Horn, Scent Bottle, Part Bellarmine Bottle, Hair Slide, Snuff Box, 
Boot, ‘Lion Card’, Nursery Rhyme Tin, Top Hat, Photos 
Box 2 Bird Mould, Boot, Poison Bottle, Camera, Sugar Nippers, 
Handkerchief, Pin Cushion, Slug Iron, Magic Lantern Slides, Wooden 
Mould, Handcuffs, 1914 Tobacco Tin, Truncheon, Photos 
Box 3 Key, Knitting Needle Top, Rosette, Thimble Holder, Whistle, 
Satin Cushion, Medal, Toasting Fork, Hat Pin, Magic Lantern Slides, 
Gong, Car Badge, Tea Caddy, Brass Letter Rack, Coat Peg, Brass Bell, 
Collar, Condiment Set, Photos 
  

  
Signs and Symbols 

 This varied box examines the power of 
communication through signs and symbols, from 
royalty to religion and mythology to politics. 
  

  
  
Cobra Boot Polish Tin, Coins, Elephant Textile, Fish Oil Lamp, Fist 
Door Handle, Horse Brass, Key, Medieval Tile, Phoenix Fire Mark. 
Photos 

  

The Finishing Touch 

Appreciate how important design and decoration is 
in making our world a colourful place. A great box 
for art and literacy. 

  
Box 1 20th C Fabric , Pottery Bowl, Corn Dolly, Ceramic Tile, African 
Wooden Figure, 1950s Christmas Card, 1902 Coronation Tin 
Box 2 Stoneware Sculpture, Cameo Buttons, Christmas Card 19thC, 
Shield Brooch, Corn Dolly, William Morris Fabric, African Wooden 
Figure 
Box 3 William Morris Fabric, Shell, Ceramic Tile, Corn Dolly,  
Greetings Card, Button Box and Buttons 
Box 4 Corn Dolly, Batik Fabric, Ceramic Tile, African Wooden Figure, 
Greetings Card,  Decorative Buttons, Belt Buckle, Ceramic Pinch Pot, 
African Wooden Figure, 
All boxed contain Photos / Documents 

 

Animal, Vegetable or Mineral 
An unusual collection of objects from the past 
showing the different ways in which materials have 
been used. The box also shows how artists have 
been inspired by nature. 

  
  
Flint Axe, Horn Beaker, Nautilis Shell, Bone Spoon, Wooden Cat 
Sculpture, Anemone Pot, Stained Glass Pieces, Textile Piece, Child’s 
Leather Shoe, Clay Pipe, Photos 

  

Making an Impression 
Since earliest times we have made an impression on 
the world around us. 

  
Victorian Photograph, Victorian Greetings Card, Butter Stamp, 
 Replica Medieval Tile, Ceramic Jelly Mould, Shell Fossil Cast,  
Indonesian Batik Printed Fabric, Indian Block Print, Protector Fire 
Plaque, Photos 

  

Animal Attitudes 
How we see and depict animals: giving them human 
form or emotions, sentimentalising them, idolising 
them and using them as decoration.  

  
Box 1 Bull Figure, Stuffed Bullfinch, Moving Dog Toy, Jigsaw Lid, 
Lamb Ornament, Phoenix Fire Sign, Wooden Cat , Etching, Photos 

Box 2 Stuffed Robin, Ceramic Cat, Lizard letter opener, Alice in  
Wonderland Tile, Sheep Picture, Animal Fabric, Rabbit Ceramic,  
Terrier Fathers Day Card, Photos 
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Box  Loans 
A walk through time 

  

Home Life Through The Ages 
  
From flint axe to flying ducks - how has 
home life changed? 

  
  

  
1930s Earthenware Hot Water Bottle, Sun Insurance Fire Plaque, Flying 
Duck Wall Plaque, Roman Oil Lamp, Green Glazed Jug, C17th Iron Key, 
Prehistoric Hand Axe/Tool, ‘Red Lion’ Soap, C20th Enamel Candle Holder, 
Roman Hypocaust Tile Piece, 1930s OXO Cube Tin, Georgian Pewter Salt, 
1920s/30s Inkstand, C19th Horn Beaker, C18th/19th Leather Pouch for Flint 
Striking, Photos and Documents 
  

  

Let There Be Light! 
  
Discover some of the ingenious ways that 
people have lit their lives - from Roman 
lamps to the invention of the electric light. 
  

  
Box 1 Chamber Stick, Candle Snuffer, Lens Cover, Light Bulb, Roman Oil 
Lamp, Rubber Torch, Signalling Lamp, Taper Tin, Tinder Box, Photos 

Box 2 Chamber Stick, Pewter Candle Mould, Davy  Miners Lamp, Light 
Bulb, Roman Oil Lamp, Lantern, Pieces of Stained Glass Window. Tea 
Light Holder, Bicycle Lamp, Photos 

Box 3 Chamber Stick, Cruise Lamp, Coach Lamp, Light Bulb, Roman Oil 
Lamp, Brass Candlestick, Tea Light Holder, Wick Trimmer, Pieces of 
Stained Glass Window, Photos 

Box 4 Candlestick with Match Holder, Paraffin Lamp, Wick Trimmer, 
Greek Fish Lamp, Pewter Candle Mould   Rubber Torch,  Tea Light Holder, 
Carbide Calcium Tin, Pieces of Stained Glass Window, Photos 
  

  

Adornment Through the Ages 
  
This box examines  how looking your best 
has always been important. 
 

  
Wig Curlers, Roman Spatula, Murray’s Hair Pomade Tin, Roman Bracelet 
and Beads, Victorian Perfume Bottle, Wooden Figure ,  ‘Girl with  
pendant’, Goffering Iron, 1970s Watch, Rouge Mixing Palette 
  

 

The Mystery Box 
An amazing collection of objects that will 
mystify and intrigue. 

 

Apple Corer, Medieval Bone Ice Skate, Prehistoric Hand Axe/Tool, C20th 
Glove Stretcher, C20th Wooden Posser,  Crocheted Ear-muffs for Horses, 
C20th Mystery Object, C20th Thumb Piano, C20th Toffee Hammer, C20th 

Wick Trimmer/Candle Snuffer, Bone Wig Curler, Ale Warmer, Photos 

  

Safe & Sound 
  
 A  collection of items that show the risks 
and hazards of everyday living though the 
ages 

  

  
  
Snuff Box, Cigarette Case, Match Tin, Truncheon, Fire Insurance Plaque, 
Key, Playing Cards, Goggles, Poison Bottle, Gas Mask Bag, Bottle Tops, 
Bicycle Lamp, Spectacles in Case, Chain Mail 
Photos and Documents 
 
  

‘The children loved using the artefacts to find out about 
the past – the information provided along with them was 
useful and helped us to deliver high-quality sessions.’ 
Teacher 
 
‘I am a visual learner so it helps me to look at things  
because you get the bigger picture of how they would 
have used it.’ Pupil  
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To make a booking please: 
Email HOOH@oxfordshire.gov.uk – please include school name, workshop required, 
year group, number of pupils and any preferred dates.  

Or call 01865 300639 and leave a message 
 

Workshops at The Oxfordshire Museum  
available Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

Cost  £75 per class  (Schools will be invoiced) 
 

Outreach - The museum comes to you 
FS & KS1 workshops - 1 hour minimum  Cost *  £89 per class, per workshop  
KS2 workshops - 1 ½ hours minimum  Cost * £105 per class, per workshop  
 

Most workshops can take place in a classroom  but some do need a hall . We will   
require at least 15 minutes setting up time before the workshop is due to start . 
 

Box Loans 
Free delivery and collection service. Boxes will be delivered during the first  week of 
term and collected during the last week of term.  
Bookings must be made before term starts for free delivery 
 

Cost*  £30 per term, per box.  (Schools will be invoiced)   
Please note there is a £20 per item breakage charge. This will be charged in order to contribute  
towards: repair of the item if possible; sourcing and replacing it with a similar item if necessary/
possible; making any necessary packing alterations to the box and amending the Teacher’s Pack. 

 

INSET is available for school partnerships. Explore how one box can serve the whole 
school in a range of cross-curricular activities. 
Contact us to discuss your requirements. 
 

E: HOOH@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
T: 01865 300639 
M: Oxfordshire Museums Service, Learning and Access Team 
The Museums Resource Centre, Cotswold Dene, Standlake, Oxon, OX29 7QG  

 

 

* Please note all prices are subject to an annual review by the County Council  
 
Last updated  16/8/2017 

Booking information 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/museumslearning 

 @oxonmuseum 

 

 @oxonmuseum https://twitter.com/oxonmuseum    
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