
            
 

 
Guidelines for Accessing the  

Museum Services Textile Collection 
 

Our textiles collection is invaluable to the museum services and the items have been donated to 
the Museums Service with the understanding that they are accessible but are given the highest 
level of care and respect in the process.  Textiles are a delicate group of objects so it is 
important that you read these guidelines and carry out the recommendations. 
 

Before you begin 
At the Museums Resource Centre textiles are not always handled with gloved hands.  Instead 
we feel that the handler misses out on vital information when investigating textiles with gloved 
hands.  Gloved hands can also make handling of small or fragile textiles quite awkward with the 
handler finding it difficult to judge the level of fragility of the object.  So 
  

Handling 
 Hands must be washed with soap and water before any handling begins and after 

every break. 

 Food and drink must not be consumed in the conservation lab. 

 Only pencils with the textile collection.  

 Before any textiles are handled, all jewellery from the hands and wrists or clothing 
with catchy items, e.g. hooks and eyes need to be removed or rolled up as these can 
catch on, and damage textiles.  

 Textiles must be completely supported when removing packaging or moving them 
around the building. (see illustrations below) 

 Intricate textiles with fasteners or beadwork etc or made from textiles of different 
weights or finishes need to be handled with particular care. 

 Please let staff know if you discover any sign of pest damage or live infestations 
(moths, beetles, and rarely mice).  

 

   

Examples of appropriate handling methods 



 
         

A Room with a View  

Generally, it is difficult to look at textiles, particularly costume, satisfactorily within the Store itself 
so provision is made to view them in the conservation lab.   
This is because: 

 In the Laboratory you will find the table covered with a clean calico cloth so the 
textiles can be viewed on a neutral background.  This background helps secure the 
object on the table, enhances visibility and will emphasis any loss or possible insect 
infestation. 

 Light and space are low in the Store; it is difficult to look at more than a couple of 
hanging textiles safely and usefully.  

 Textiles are more vulnerable to damage or loss from careless handling and 
inappropriate packing.  Viewing on the table with adequate space provides the 
support and stability to handle the textile carefully. 

 Smaller or less dominant textiles can appear to be hidden within the layers of tissue in 
a box so remove one layer at a time.  

 Please return textiles to boxes in the same manner as you found them. 

 Rolled textiles need to be completely unrolled. This requires a large flat clean space. 
Please ask conservation staff to re-roll finished with textiles. 

 Images 

 Cameras can be used but without a flash, some additional lighting can be provided on 
request.  If images are to be used for any publications then they need to be 
referenced with their accession number, title, and Oxfordshire County Council 
Museums Service.  If the publication is intended for commercial distribution then there 
will be a charge for the use of that image.  

 

Documentation 
On request you can have print outs of the individual object’s documentation.  We can print out a 
minimum number for free but, if large quantities of copies are required there will need to be a 
charge.    
 
Enough of the formalities, Enjoy your time with the objects. 
 

      
Contact Details 

Museums Resource Centre,  
Cotswold Dene,  

Standlake,  
OXON,  

OX29 7QG. 

01865 300937  

 
Email at:  sam.vandegeer@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

mailto:sam.vandegeer@oxfordshire.gov.uk

