
Town Plans  

Town plans formed another important area of 

map-making and the City of Oxford has been 

surveyed at regular intervals since the late 16th 

century.   

  

You can see copies of early bird's eye view maps 

of Oxford by:  

  

• Ralph Agas (1578), and another version reworked by Whittlesey (1728)  

• Wenceslas Hollar (1643) – available online 

• David Loggan (1675)  

  

These have been reproduced in an Oxford Historical Society portfolio, Old plans of  

Oxford (1884) [ref: Enquiry Desk], which is also available online.  

  

You will also find small inset plans of the historic core of the City of Oxford featuring on 

some early county maps of Oxfordshire – for example, Speed (1605).  

  

The best later maps are:  

  

• William Williams (1731) [ref: MPC 140]  

• Isaac Taylor (1750) [ref: MPC 526]  

• William Faden (1789) [ref: MPC 527]  

• Richard Davis (1793-4) [ref: reprint at Enquiry Desk]  

• Robert Hoggar (1850) [ref: MPC 185]  

  

The Davis map of 1793-4 captures the City of Oxford in exceptional detail, before the 

extension of modern suburbs into the surrounding countryside.   

  

The Hoggar map of 1850 intriguingly captures the early years of the expansion of 

Jericho and the Oxford University Press to the north-west of the city centre which began 

in the 1830s.  

  

How do I know which Town Plans you hold?  
  

You can search the full catalogue of Printed Historic 

Maps on Picture Oxon, by selecting the 

COLLECTION name “Historic Maps” from the drop-

down list of available collections.  

 

The catalogue data contains details of map title, 

cartographer, publisher, subject, place and date.  

  

And how do I go about viewing them?  
  

About 50% of Oxford town plans in our Printed 

Historic Maps have been digitised and map images can be viewed on Picture Oxon. 

http://pictureoxon.com/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;POX0081888&pos=3&action=zoom&id=1230556
http://nla.gov.au/nla.map-rm1939
http://pictureoxon.com/index.php
http://pictureoxon.com/frontend.php?&action=search2&keywords=Content_Place%3BMATCHES%3B%28%5E%7C+%2B%29Oxford+-+Oxfordshire+-+England%28%24%7C+%2B%29%3BAND%3BCollection%3BEQUALS%3BHistoric+maps%3B


We are working to provide high-resolution copies of the most important Oxford town 

plans online, but this is a gradual task, and so low-resolution copies may only be 

available at this stage.   

 

Where no high-resolution digital image is available, visitors to Oxfordshire History 

Centre may consult the original map, by citing the MP or MPC number from the Picture 

Oxon catalogue.  

  

   

Where else can I go?  

Websites  

• Bodleian Library (Oxford University) online catalogue. 

Searches can be limited to cartographer, format, scale, date, etc.  

• British Library map collections  

• British Library online catalogue  

• A selection of Oxford town plans can be viewed online through the Oxford 

Digital Library (Oxford University) 
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