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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY MUSIC SERVICE 

Welcome to the Summer 2017 Newsletter from Oxfordshire County Music Service.  

As always we’ve had a busy term of music-making, much of which you can see and read about in 
the following pages. Highlights have included our tremendously successful instrumental days in 
May,  where over 400 children enjoyed new musical experiences and opportunities, and grand 
concert performances by OCMS groups at Dorchester Abbey, the Sheldonian Theatre and on tour 
in Spain and the Czech Republic.  

Amongst many other events, our Adult ensembles gave an end of year concert at the Centre for 
Music including a very well-received massed performance of Hey Jude; our top big band, OYBB I, 
played to great acclaim at Abingdon’s Fun in the Park; and over 70 children aged 7-12 took part in 
our Summer Fun courses in Oxford and Wallingford, working towards Arts Awards at Discover and 
Explore level.  

Around the County OCMS teachers were hard at work running end-of-term concerts for our wide 
range of ensembles and contributing to school events. Amongst many other examples, Chipping 
Norton Junior Orchestra played a musical evening at St Mary's Primary School, during which 
several instrumentalists also played solos or duets; audiences at St. Joseph’s school in Thame 
enjoyed what one parent described as “a wonderful musical concert” led by OCMS staff; and 
Wantage Junior Orchestra delighted parents and friends alike with their rendition of Mars from 
Holst’s The Planets.  

Please turn over for some more of the highlights  this term... 



INSTRUMENTAL DAYS 
 



Over 5 days during May, OCMS ran a series of inspirational workshops for 

instrumentalists: the Guitar Experience Day, Junior and Senior String Workshops, 

Keyboard Workshop and the Big Windband Experience Day. Over 400 children 

attended and learned new techniques, new styles of music and had the chance to 

experience playing in a large ensemble, in many cases for the first time. 

INSTRUMENTAL DAYS 
 



CHAMBER CONCERT AND GOODBYES 

The always-enjoyable chamber groups concert this term saw Clarinet Choir, Bassoon Ensemble,  
Flute Ensemble and Brass Ensemble perform to their usual high standard in front of an 
appreciative audience. A fond farewell was bid to Mark Prowen, who alongside his sterling work 
teaching brass around the county since joining OCMS in 2008, has led the Wind Band and Brass 
Ensemble for many years. 

ADULTS CONCERT 

Our Adult ensembles continue to increase in 
popularity and now include Clarinet, 
Saxophone, Flute and Acoustic Guitar groups. 
This term all our adult musicians gave an end 
of year concert at the Centre for Music which 
featured, alongside performances by each 
ensemble, a combined arrangement of Hey 
Jude enjoyed by audience and performers 
alike. 

EARLY YEARS MUSIC PROJECT 

This academic year our Youth Music-funded project 
to develop music in Early Years settings, Musical 
Pathways has been a resounding success. Led by 
Danielle Ballantine-Drake, the project has seen 
children in 3 nurseries in Didcot receive a year of 
wonderful, engaging musical learning whilst their 
teachers have been trained to deliver more music 
sessions themselves. One teacher commented  that 
the project was “A perfect way for staff to learn— 
and the children get a wonderful experience too!” 
Plans are afoot to expand this work during 2017-18,  
including a new Little Music School on Wednesday 
afternoons at the Centre for Music. 



ANOTHER BUSY SEASON OF BIG BAND GIGS 

 

Oxfordshire Youth Big Bands have had a busy few months with gigs at Abingdon Jazz Festival; 
Queen Anne’s School, Caterham; Abingdon Fun in the Park; Bartholomew School, Eynsham and 
Stroud Subscription Rooms, Gloucestershire, in addition to the regular, high-profile end of year 
concert at the Centre for Music. 

 

The Music Service’s highly successful jazz programme is expanding and a new, entry-level big band 
is to be introduced from September 2017. To reflect the changes the bands are being renamed: 
our top, County-level Oxfordshire Youth Big Band will now be OYBB I, and the feeder bands will be 
named OYBB II, III and IV accordingly. 

 

At Fun in the Park OYBB I performed in the presence of new Mayor of Abingdon, our very own Jan 
Morter (conductor of OYBB II) and a host of the Oxfordshire public enjoying the beautiful weather 
and outstanding jazz! The organisers of the event were so impressed with the quality of the band 
that they’ve been invited to play a set at the prestigious Abingdon Music in the Park Festival next 
year. All 4 big bands performed in a stunning end of term concert at the Centre for Music which 
this year included a reception attended by 17 mayors and leaders of local councils, all wearing 
their chains of office!  

 



On Tour! 
 



On Tour! 
 

Highlights from our tremendously successful summer tours: 

OCYO to the Czech Republic and OSSO and OYWB to Spain 



DORCHESTER ABBEY CONCERTS 
On Friday 7th and Saturday 8th July 2017, the music service decamped to the beautiful setting of 
Dorchester Abbey for our annual Summer Celebration of Music. Friday’s highlights included 
stunning performances of the Game of Thrones theme by Oxfordshire Youth Wind Band,  a medley 
from Les Miserables by Oxfordshire County Youth Choir, and Oxfordshire County Youth Orchestra’s 
rendition of Arnold Bax’s tone poem Tintagel.  

For the Saturday concert it was the turn of  Oxfordshire Schools Orchestra  to shine with 
Beethoven’s Egmont Overture and a medley of themes from the James Bond films. Flautist Claire 
Edmiston delivered a wonderful performance of Doppler’s Fantaisie Pastorale Hongroise 
accompanied by Harry Flint before Oxfordshire Schools Symphony Orchestra  concluded the event 
with thrilling renditions of music by Britten, Beethoven, Smetana, Bernstein and the swashbuckling 
Lord of the Dance theme by Ronan Hardiman. 



www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/music 

A NOTE FROM ANGELA TURTON, HEAD OF OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY MUSIC SERVICE 

I hope you’ve enjoyed this newsletter showcasing the wonderful range events and 
activities that OCMS has organised this term. This year we’re sad to say goodbye to 
Mark Prowen, Jeannie Harrison, Philomena Solomon and Julie Rigal, who leave our 
teaching staff after many years of invaluable service to OCMS.  

However, the Music Service continues to progress and I’m delighted to announce 
that our teachers Helen Hawker and Jess Gray will be joining the senior management team as Area 
Managers during 2017-18. As always we continue to develop our work and the coming academic 
year will see many new developments, including our Gala Awards evening on 23rd September (more 
details overleaf) - we look forward to seeing you there!  

tel: (01865) 816990 facebook.com/oxonmusicservice @MusicOxon 

Summer Fun….with Music and the Arts 

Over four days at the start of the summer holidays, and between 21 and 24 August, children from 
schools across the county came to our Summer Fun courses in Oxford and Wallingford. Those 
attending got involved in drama, dance, ukulele playing, rock band skills, singing in a choir, trying out 
new instruments, playing in an orchestra, and art—including producing these amazingly decorated 
violins! Many of the children taking part gained an Arts Award at either Discover or Explore level too.  




