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A SPECTACULAR SPRING! 

Even by the prolific standards of Oxfordshire County Music Service, the past term has been a whirl of activity. The undoubted highlight 

of the Spring was our spectacular concert at Symphony Hall, Birmingham to celebrate 75 years of the Music Service. Top groups 

including our Orchestras, Wind Band, Massed Big Bands, Youth Choir, Youth Music Theatre and others raised the roof with show-

stopping performances; representatives from schools, parents, staff, managers, Oxfordshire County Council and even Arts Council 

England took to the stage to highlight some of the important work we do, and 13 schools sent their young singers along to join in the 

World Premiere of Debbie Rose’s Apollo’s Lyre . In total over 600 performers took to the stage — see centre pages. 

Oxfordshire Youth Wind Band and Oxfordshire Schools Symphony Orchestra enjoyed a successful residential at Sibford and Oxfordshire 

County Youth Orchestra likewise at Radley, and all three groups will embark on international tours over the summer holiday. OYMT gave 

5 stunning performances of the Hot Mikado at the Oxford Playhouse Theatre in April, our Big Bands have continued their busy 

programme of gigs and events and our Rock & Pop Workshop  saw 74 young rockers form into 13 bands to write, rehearse and perform 

an original song in only two days!  

At the Centre for Music we have welcomed our new Music Technician, Sarah Mann (who has already managed to boost our Facebook 

likes to over 1000!) and our new guitar teacher Jon Fletcher, who we are delighted to welcome back after he previously worked for us 

from 2006-08. We’ve been working hard to develop our marketing and publicity and professional photographer Andrew Warmsley has 

been hard at work documenting much of what we do—you can see examples of his work throughout this newsletter. 

Please turn over for some more of the highlights of this term... 



SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE YOUTH BIG BAND AT 
MEADOWCROFT 

In March, SOYBB played a concert for the residents of Meadowcroft Care 

Home in Thame. In addition to playing a full set of tunes the band were 

able to answer questions from the appreciative listeners who were 

thrilled to receive a visit from live musicians. The audience loved the 

authentic big band sound and were greatly impressed with the skill of our 

young players —Activities Co-ordinator Donna Hathaway said “our 

residents had a great evening singing, dancing and foot-tapping!”  

MUSIC FOR YOUTH REGIONAL FESTIVAL 

On Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd April, musical ensembles from Oxfordshire and 

across the South-East convened at the Centre for Music for the world’s largest 

music festival. Over 30 groups performed across the two days, including choirs, 

bands, orchestras and even a gamelan group! Many of our own groups received 

special praise from the Music Mentors adjudicating and Oxfordshire County Youth 

Orchestra, Oxfordshire Youth Bassoon Ensemble and St. Joseph’s School Orchestra 

(run by our own Caroline Hobbs-Smith) were invited to perform at the National 

Festival in Birmingham in July. 

STRINGBABIES and  EARY YEARS 

The Stringbabies project, where children aged as young as 3 years old can learn to play a (tiny!) violin or 

cello with other children their age, has been a huge success. This term we expanded to two classes and  

the response from parents and children has again been overwhelmingly enthusiastic! 

Our Early Years Music Project in Didcot, funded by a grant from Youth Music, has seen nursery and EYFS 

classes in 3 schools receive an expert introduction to the world of music, with singing, games and 

percussion instrument—staff have been trained to deliver more music in the classes themselves, and 

the feedback from schools has been full of praise for the project and teacher Danielle Ballantine Drake. 

BIG BAND GIGS 

Oxfordshire Youth Big Band played several gigs this term around 

Oxfordshire and beyond, including the one pictured above, in 

Wendlebury—saxophonist Roxanne Russell said after the gig “I think this 

was one of the best 1940s gigs we’ve played, due to the amount of 

people enjoying themselves and dancing in the audience.” 

Other highlights of this busy term for our jazz groups included a joint 

concert with Bartholomew School, where both OYBB and musical groups from the school performed in a concert that was very well 

received by the large audience that attended. Music Development Leader and director of the big bands programme, Chuck Lloyd, said “I 

was amazed that so many parents, students, family and staff members commented to me how proud they are of the Bartholomew music 

programme….we enjoyed the very appreciative audience with everyone on their feet at the end of the evening” 

In February the band played with Gloucestershire Youth Jazz Orchestra in Stroud, a joint concert including the World Premiere of Nick 

Blake’s ‘B’s Juke Joint’, specially written for our 75th Anniversary Concert at Birmingham Symphony Hall and ‘road-tested’ at the gig in 

Stroud...drummer Joe Metcalfe commented “the band sounded really tight and everyone was playing well...the rhythm section had loads 

of energy “ 



EASTER RESIDENTIAL COURSES 

As part of our orchestral tour package, Oxfordshire County Youth Orchestra, Oxfordshire Youth Wind Band and 

Oxfordshire Schools Symphony Orchestra went on residential trips over the Easter holiday to prepare for their 

international tours in the summer. At Radley School, 70 students from OCYO enjoyed a busy few days of rehearsal 

under the baton of John Traill, in addition to games of football and even a cabaret evening! This year’s repertoire 

includes Arnold Bax’s Tintagel and Sibelius’ Symphony No. 1. 

81 students from OSSO and OYWB visited Sibford School, where conductors Caroline Hobbs-Smith, Chuck Lloyd 

and Mark Probert introduced new pieces including Les Miserables, Star Trek: Into Darkness and a medley of 

Coldplay songs. As these photos show, they also enjoyed a range of social activities including an Easter Egg Hunt, 

team games and a staff dressing up item!  

CHIPPING NORTON JUNIOR ORCHESTRA 

Chipping Norton Junior Orchestra performed in the Chipping 

Norton Music Festival and impressed the packed Town Hall 

with their polished rendition of John Williams’ Star Wars 

theme. The adjudicator was equally impressed, awarding the 

group a Distinction and commenting that they couldn’t believe 

that many of the children had only been learning their 

instruments since September, such was the quality of the 

performance.  

Many of the members of CNJO learn in First Access and Play 

On programmes at St. Mary’s Primary School with OCMS 

teachers Andy Bettle, Simon Gray, Nick Griffiths and Jess Gray, 

who directs the Orchestra. One parent commented “a big shout out to the Music Service for all their hard work...I know St. Mary’s are so 

grateful for your support and the way you inspire and motivate the children” 

COMPETITION TIME 

The final of the Junior Concerto Competition at the Sheldonian Theatre saw 

soloists Leo Appel, Ruth Friedlander and Hannah Gillingham each perform a 

movement from a concerto, accompanied by Oxfordshire County Youth 

Orchestra and conducted by Marios Papodopulos. First prize went to Leo for 

his performance of the Saint-Saens Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso.  

The Muir Mathieson Competition, for students in their final year with 

Oxfordshire Music Service ensembles, featured performances by Abi Langley, 

Thom Conroy, Evie Hardy-Baker and Anna Holmes. Alex Tester, Head of 

Music at St Edwards School Oxford, adjudicated and awarded the trophy to 

oboist Abi Langley for her performance of music by Albinoni and Poulenc.  

ROCK & POP WORKSHOP 

This year’s Rock & Pop Workshop saw over 70 young musicians form 13 brand 

new rock bands in a hectic but exhilarating two days during February half-

term. The  Centre for Music was full of the sound of guitars, keyboards, 

drums, basses and vocals in every room and 6 of the bands packed out the 

JamPod Academy suite, getting a chance to try out our state of the art digital 

technology. All the bands wrote and rehearsed an original song—in fact some 

even managed to write two—and the workshop culminated in a gig with full 

lights and professional PA system in front of a packed hall of admiring parents 

and friends. 



75th Anniversary Concert 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham 

25th March 2017 

The event was a tremendous success and 

enjoyed by everyone...many thanks to all at 

the Music Service for the hard work and 

time they put into organising it...what a 

superb venue and such wonderful music 

The sight of the serried ranks of singers (in 

the fabulous t-shirts) will live long in the 

memory! 

Once the shock of being in such an 

enormous space passed, the performers 

rose to the occasion...other groups were 

equally brilliant. After 25 years of watching 

Music Service events, I can say that they 

are always phenomenal. 



The parents, families and 

children will remember 

this as a very special 

occasion in their lives 

These experiences are very 

special and memories will last a 

lifetime 

The concert was 

fabulous...amazing pieces and 

performances 

I was absolutely delighted 

with the performance—it 

really could not have been 

better 

It really was most 

enjoyable—the sort of 

concert you wished would 

never end! 



Christ Church Project 

Hot Mikado 

In April, Oxfordshire Youth Music Theatre presented a stunning performance of the Hot Mikado in their 5-night residency at the Oxford 

Playhouse. Feedback from critics and audience alike was overwhelmingly complimentary about our talented young cast: 

Director Paul Ansdell and long-time 

Musical Director Debbie Rose 

encouraged first-class performances 

across the whole cast 

The talent and enthusiasm brought 
to the Hot Mikado by Oxfordshire 
Youth Music Theatre could hardly 
fail to impress its Oxford Playhouse 
audiences 

The super-hot band kicked up a 
storm in the pit 

The most mutually supportive, hard 

working, energetic and well 

behaved group...very 

talented...some will make it to the 

professional stage 

A super Saturday night out! So 
professional! 

At times there was so much energy 

on stage we felt like dancing in the 

aisles! 

The cast will all walk with a more 

confident stride through life for 

having taken part 

See overleaf for some more of this term’s exciting events... 



A NOTE FROM ANGELA TURTON, HEAD OF OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY MUSIC SERVICE 

Welcome to our Easter newsletter. As you can see, we’ve had a really busy term filled with a wonderful variety of 

high quality musical opportunities, including our spectacular 75th Anniversary Celebration—see photos and more on 

the centre pages. 

New developments have continued apace including the publication of our School Music Opportunities Brochure, 

which gives Oxfordshire schools a wider choice of music education activities for their pupils than ever before, and 

planning is underway for our exciting new Gala Awards evening, to be held on Saturday 23rd September. Nominations are open now for a 

wide range of awards—see the poster overleaf for more information. 

As always we are aiming to help young (and not so young!) musicians feel part of a team, make friends, and have fun, so do please visit 

our website and keep an eye on our Facebook and Twitter feeds to more information about the things we do—you’d find that we offer 

something for everyone, from the very young right up to adults! 

Arts Awards Training 

Music for Youth 
Regional Festival 

OSSO & OYWB Residential at Sibford School 

The Band of the Rifles visit Central Music School 

OCYO concerts for Primary & Secondary Schools in the Sheldonian 

Junior Concerto Competition 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/music tel: (01865) 816990 facebook.com/oxonmusicservice @MusicOxon 

Reins Night at Pegasus Theatre 




