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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Context and History 
 
1.1.1 Oxfordshire County Council is reviewing the planning policies covering 

minerals working and waste management in Oxfordshire.  This will 
result in a new policy framework for minerals and waste development 
in the County – the Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Development 
Framework.  The current Minerals and Waste Development Scheme 
(March 2007) includes the preparation of a Minerals Site Proposals & 
Policies Development Plan Document (Minerals Sites Document) as a 
key document in the framework.  It is proposed this document will 
cover the period to 2026 and will identify locations for minerals 
development for the period to at least 2019. It will provide a detailed 
framework for making decisions on planning applications for minerals 
related development at identified sites and elsewhere. 

 
1.1.2 The preparation of the Minerals Sites Document began in 2005.  As 

part of the plan preparation process, landowners, the minerals and 
waste industry and interested parties nominated sites which they 
wanted to be considered for possible inclusion in the Minerals Sites 
Document.  These site nominations and other possible sites identified 
through work carried out by planning officers at Oxfordshire County 
Council were presented for consultation in the Minerals Site Proposals 
& Policies Document: Issues and Options Consultation (April 2007) 
(the Consultation Document). 

 
1.1.3 The Consultation Document set out the key issues that need to be 

addressed in the Minerals Sites Document, and possible options for 
addressing them. The Consultation Document was also an opportunity 
to ask whether there are other options that should be considered and 
assessed. The main purposes of the consultation were therefore: 

 
• to inform the community about the site options under 

consideration; 
• to gather information that can assist in their assessment; and 
• to allow other site nominations to be made in order that all 

potential sites can be considered. 
 
1.1.4 Additional site options that have been put forward through this 

consultation process, and subsequently, will be made public for 
consultation before the County Council decides which sites should be 
included in the document that is submitted to the Secretary of State 
for examination. 

 
1.2 The Consultation Process 
 
1.2.1 The Consultation Document was published in April 2007 and 

responses were sought by Friday 15th June 2007.  The document was 
sent to all Oxfordshire Parish Councils, District Councils, statutory 
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bodies as well as local and national interest groups.  All those listed 
on our consultation list received a notification letter about the 
consultation and how to find more information.  The Consultation 
Document was also made available to view at public libraries in 
Oxfordshire, District Council Offices, and at the County Council’s 
County Hall and Speedwell House offices.  A downloadable copy was 
made available on the County Council web site along with all the 
relevant information. 

 
1.2.2 The document is available for viewing at: 
 http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/publicnet/council_services/envi

ronment_planning/planning/planning_policy/minerals_waste_policy/de
velopment_framework/mspp/Minerals_Reg_1.pdf 

 
1.2.3 Responses to this consultation were received from 636 individuals, 

organisations and groups. 
 
1.3 Purpose of this Report 
 
1.3.1 The purpose of this report is to summarise the range of facts and 

opinions of the 636 individuals, organisations and groups who 
responded to the Consultation Document.  The County Council will 
use these comments to inform the next stages in the production of 
new policies and site proposals for mineral working and supply in 
Oxfordshire.  This will lead to the preparation of preferred options for 
minerals development, for a further stage of consultation, before a full 
plan document is prepared for submission to the Secretary of State for 
examination. 

 
1.3.2 Please note, this document reports on the comments received during 

the consultation and no assessment of the accuracy of the comments 
has been made. 

 
1.4 Structure of this Report 
 
1..4.1 The first section of the report discusses the comments received on 

aggregate mineral development options.  The report is structured so 
that comments are grouped under topic headings, reflecting the 
issues highlighted in the consultation responses.  The report then 
summarises comments received on the non-aggregate minerals and 
secondary and recycled aggregates sections before discussing 
comments on minerals safeguarding and minerals consultation areas, 
and the strategic resource assessments. 

 
1.4.2 The accompanying Appendices 1 to 5 list the site options that were 

included in the Consultation Document.  The accompanying Annexes 
A to E summarise the comments received on each individual site. 

http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/publicnet/council_services/environment_planning/planning/planning_policy/minerals_waste_policy/development_framework/mspp/Minerals_Reg_1.pdf
http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/publicnet/council_services/environment_planning/planning/planning_policy/minerals_waste_policy/development_framework/mspp/Minerals_Reg_1.pdf
http://portal.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/publicnet/council_services/environment_planning/planning/planning_policy/minerals_waste_policy/development_framework/mspp/Minerals_Reg_1.pdf
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2 SUMMARY OF RESPONSES 
 
2.1 Comments on Aggregate Mineral Working Sites 
 
2.1.1 To help gain most benefit from the consultation and to find out any 

other relevant information we asked the following questions in relation 
to each of the site options for sand and gravel, soft sand, and crushed 
rock working: 

 
What are the issues affecting the site? 
e.g. near an aerodrome, contains an SSSI, good access to transport 
routes, relatively low biodiversity, high restoration potential. 
 
What would be the impacts of mineral working at the site? 
i.e. what would be the environmental, economic and/or social impacts 
(positive and negative) of developing the site? 
 
How could any negative impacts be mitigated? 
Using the issues you have identified, how could the impact of these 
activities be reduced? 
 
What are the potential opportunities for restoration? 
If working of the site was permitted, how would you like to see the site 
restored and for what after-use? 

 
2.1.2 The responses to the above questions are summarised in detail in 

Annexes A, B and C, which set out the responses given on each site. 
A summary is provided here, structured by topic for ease of reference. 

 
2.1.3 Proximity of sites to centres of population and areas of demand 
 Several respondents voiced concerns regarding the proximity of some 

of the mineral sites to centres of population.  But there were also 
comments received regarding the distances between sites and areas 
of demand, some of which suggested that mineral developments 
should be located as close as possible to areas of demand in order to 
reduce traffic movement.  Some saw this is particularly important for 
the location of secondary and recycled aggregate sites as production 
costs are generally of the same order as for primary stone and sites 
with the lowest transport costs will be the most viable. 

 
2.1.4 Oxfordshire’s aggregates apportionment 
 Several respondents questioned the volumes of gravel which 

Oxfordshire is expected to produce and felt that this amount is 
disproportionate to its usage in the County. 

 
2.1.5 Landscape, Nature Conservation and Biodiversity 
 Concerns were raised regarding the high proportion of sites that carry 

some form of statutory or non-statutory landscape or nature 
conservation designation.  Many areas contain or are part of Areas of 
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Outstanding Natural Beauty or Areas of High Landscape Value, or are 
adjacent to Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

 
 However, comments were also received that sites in the countryside, 

Green Belt and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty should not be 
ruled out, especially for secondary and recycled aggregate sites.  It 
was pointed out that this view is supported by the Regional Spatial 
Strategy which classes such sites as waste management activities 
and as such allows for them to be located in the countryside and 
urban fringe, where required. 

 
 Other respondents highlighted that some mineral restoration had 

resulted in an improvement in biodiversity in the area and there could 
be further opportunities to increase the local biodiversity if the correct 
restoration is achieved. 

 
2.1.6 Flood Risk 
 The majority of sites (48 of 55) identified for sand and gravel 

extraction are located, at least partly, in Flood Zone 3, the zone of 
highest risk.  This makes it particularly important that the final 
allocation of sites is informed by the county-wide Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment (SFRA), which is to be prepared for the County Council 
in conjunction with the District Councils’ SFRAs. 

 
 Sand and gravel extraction is listed as a “water compatible” use in 

Annex D of Planning Policy Statement 25 (Development and Flood 
Risk) which means that it can be considered “appropriate 
development” within Flood Zone 2 (medium probability) and Flood 
Zone 3a (high probability). 

 
 Respondents suggest that more mineral workings could increase 

flooding upstream of Oxford, in Oxford itself and downstream in 
southern Oxfordshire.  The loss of flood plain has already caused 
problems as buildings and hard standings have caused faster runoff 
with higher and earlier peak flows.  It was stated that the impacts on 
hydrology in the areas are currently unknown and that climate change 
may increase the need for available flood plain to contain the water.  
Where mineral extraction is appropriate in areas of lower flood risk, 
assessment of the flood impact is still required. 

 
 But comments were also received that further mineral extraction 

upstream of Oxford could offer the opportunity to alleviate flooding in 
Oxford by potentially increasing the available volume of flood storage. 

 
2.1.7 Archaeology 
 Concerns were expressed regarding the impact of mineral workings 

on the historic environment and known and unknown archaeological 
sites.  Government guidance calls for a presumption of preservation in 
situ of nationally important sites and their settings, whether they are 
scheduled or not.  There are also concerns that not all of the 
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archaeological implications can be predicted due to the high potential 
for, as yet, undiscovered sites.  Archaeological surveys of short-listed 
sites could be used to identify any archaeological implications.  A 
further impact can be the indirect destruction of archaeology through 
the dewatering of adjacent sites and the resulting desiccation. 

 
2.1.8 Historic Landscape Assessment 
 It has been commented that Oxfordshire is one of the few counties not 

to have carried out a historic landscape assessment.  There are calls 
for this assessment to be carried out, especially in areas of 
development pressure, so that a proper strategy for conservation of 
the historic character of the Thames valley can be developed. 

 
2.1.9 SA/SEA 
 There are concerns that the Sustainability Appraisal, as currently 

envisaged, will not fulfil the requirements of the regulations on 
Strategic Environmental Assessment and it is urged that the Council 
seeks independent legal advice on this matter.  The requirements of 
SA/SEA also mean that cumulative effects cannot legally be ignored.  
Some respondents highlighted the need to assess the cumulative 
impact of minerals development on the area as a whole. 

 
2.1.10 Quality of Life 
 Many respondents were of the view that the West Oxfordshire area 

has had more than its fair share of extraction in the past, which is 
having detrimental impacts on local residents, businesses, public 
services and voluntary organisations.  It is also felt that local people 
have not had the benefit of gains in local services or facilities which 
could have been partly funded by past mineral extraction. 

 
 Several respondents feel that there are too many lakes in the area 

with many of the villages in danger of effectively becoming ‘islands’.  
Some respondents comment that mineral extraction adjacent to local 
schools will lead to an increase in asthma and other respiratory 
conditions, and that this could affect the local population as a whole.  
Concerns were raised regarding the increase of noise and air pollution 
in the area in general.  Concern was also raised that there would be a 
detrimental effect on the value of properties in areas adjacent to 
mineral workings. 

 
 Many comments were also received relating specifically to areas 

around Wallingford.  These included the identification of two schools 
that could be affected and the effect that the close proximity a quarry 
could have on the historic market town, including from the perspective 
of tourism, through noise and dust and impairing views from the town. 

 
2.1.11 Transport Infrastructure 
 A number of comments highlighted that there is poor and unsuitable 

transport infrastructure, specifically with the road network, to allow the 
safe movement of minerals.  Comments were also made regarding 
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the lack of enforcement on current minerals operations and traffic 
movements, which need to be addressed before new workings take 
place. 

 
 It was highlighted that in West Oxfordshire, with so many heavy lorries 

on the roads, it is becoming unsafe to walk and cycle along them.  
Several respondents state that minerals cannot be transported south 
on the A415 and B4095 due to restrictions on Newbridge and Tadpole 
Bridge.  There were also concerns over access to the area around 
Duxford. 

 
 Comments were also received that in South Oxfordshire there are too 

many heavy lorries on the roads especially on the A4170 and that the 
current road network in the area is not sufficient to carry mineral 
lorries. Several comments also highlighted that Shillingford Bridge is 
inappropriate for heavy mineral lorries due to the weight restrictions 
that apply.  Respondents commented that the roads in the area are 
already congested and more lorries will make this worse. 

 
2.1.12 MOD Airfields 
 Several respondents felt that potential birdstrike impacts need to be 

taken into account, particularly in relation to RAF Brize Norton and 
RAF Benson.  Suitable restoration needs to take place to mitigate this 
risk. 

 
2.1.13 Protecting local business 
 The impact of mineral working businesses, in particular the Siemens 

factory at Eynsham, needs to be considered as well as the impact on 
local tourism, in particular caravan parks. 

 
2.1.14 Rights of Way 
 Respondents commented that the loss of rights of way would be 

unacceptable.  In particular, comments were made that mineral 
working near Wallingford would lead to loss of public rights of way in 
this area. 

 
2.1.15 Restoration 
 It was felt by many respondents that restoration of sites should not be 

to landfill or open water, with many preferring restoring land to 
agriculture or other original use. 
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2.2 Comments on Non-Aggregate Minerals 
 
2.2.1 The following question was posed on safeguarding of Fuller’s Earth: 
 

Which area of Fuller’s Earth should be safeguarded against 
possible sterilisation by development? 
e.g. just the previously permitted Moor Mill Farm site; a wider area at 
Baulking; the whole of the Baulking – Fernham resource area? 

 
2.2.2 We also asked respondents to comment on the suggested approach 

to Clay & Chalk and Oil/Gas/Coal, i.e. not to make any provision for 
these minerals or safeguard resources of them: 

 
Is this the correct approach to Clay & Chalk and Oil/Gas/Coal? 
If not, please state what other approach should be taken and explain 
why. 

 
2.2.3 There were a small number of comments regarding our approach to 

non-aggregate minerals.  The majority were supportive of our 
suggested approach but felt that the Minerals and Waste 
Development Framework should state that extraction proposals must 
be considered on a criteria basis, if site specific locations are not 
identified.  However it was suggested by some that the framework 
should provide a policy on extensions and should consider site 
allocations.  It was also suggested that the framework should ensure 
that higher specification material, specifically chalk, is not wasted by 
use as fill. 

 
 
2.3 Comments on Secondary and Recycled Aggregate Sites 
 
2.3.1 Respondents were asked the following questions with regard to the 

site options for Secondary and Recycled Aggregate production: 
 

What are the issues affecting the site? 
e.g. traffic generation, landscape character, green belt, environmental 
designations, noise, dust, access, human impact, environmental 
impact.. 
 
What would be the impacts of secondary and recycled aggregate 
supply operations at the site? 
i.e. what would be the environmental, economic and/or social impacts 
(positive and negative) of developing the site? 
 
How could any negative impacts be mitigated? 
Using the issues you have identified, how could the impact of these 
activities be reduced? 
 
What are the key factors that should be included in a criteria 
based policy for secondary and recycled aggregate facilities? 
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2.3.2 The responses to the above questions are summarised in detail in 

Annex D, which sets out the responses given on each site. A 
summary is provided here. 

 
2.3.3 It was felt that the capacities for construction and demolition waste 

recycling have been over-assessed for some sites due to total 
capacities for sites being used rather than the appropriate figures for 
C&D waste alone. 

 
2.3.4 One respondent commented that pulverised fuel ash from Didcot 

Power Station can be used as secondary aggregate but that this can 
be a difficult substance to handle and special protective measures are 
often needed to be employed by operatives to minimise the impacts of 
its transportation; in addition, it requires a waste management licence 
for its use.  It therefore has limited uses in very large-scale bulk fill 
schemes, landfill cover and the manufacturing of concrete blocks. 

 
2.3.5 A few respondents suggested increasing the use of pulverised fuel 

ash instead of gravel to reduce demand for virgin materials as well as 
promoting aggregate recycling.  It was suggested that new extraction 
sites would discourage the process of recovering aggregates by 
recycling. 

 
2.3.6 Some respondents considered that aggregate recycling facilities 

should benefit from permanent permissions and that provision for this 
should be made in the Minerals and Waste Development Framework.  
This would allow greater investment in facilities with the potential to 
increase capacity to meet the regional requirement for secondary and 
recycled aggregates in Oxfordshire of 0.9 million tonnes per annum. 

 
 
2.4 Comments on Mineral Safeguarding / Consultation Areas 
 
2.4.1 We asked the following questions on mineral safeguarding and 

consultation areas: 
 

With reference to the maps at Figures 3 and 4 which areas of 
mineral resources should be identified as mineral safeguarding 
areas and why? 
 
Are the current mineral consultation areas in Figure 5 still 
appropriate? 
If not, why not and how should they be modified?  E.g. should mineral 
consultation areas be the same as mineral safeguarding areas? 

 
2.4.2 It was commented that, due to the scale and the reproductive quality 

of Figure 5, “Oxfordshire’s Mineral Consultation Areas”, it was difficult 
to identify the precise boundaries of the mineral consultation areas. 
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2.5 Comments on the Strategic Assessment of Resources 
 
2.5.1 The approach to assessing the sand and gravel resource areas is 

supported by respondents. 
 
2.5.2 The approach to assessing crushed rock resources was not fully 

supported.  A respondent argued that Strategic Resource Area CR3 
(Oxford – Faringdon – Shrivenham) does contain significant strategic 
reserves and should therefore be included; it was suggested that the 
Hatford Quarry area is of strategic significance. 

 
2.5.3 There were comments that ancient woodland, risk of flooding, the 

planned reservoir near Abingdon and the need for a Marcham Bypass 
should have been considered in the assessment.  The effect of 
cumulative impact was also seen as important in the assessment. 

 
2.5.4 There were concerns that sites removed through the strategic 

resource assessment process were included in the Consultation 
Document. 

 
2.5.5 Support was voiced for the approach to Strategic Resource Area SG7 

(Cumnor – Faringdon – Shrivenham).  It was commented that within 
this area there are additional sites that could be worked, including 
extensions to existing quarries, without significant impact and which 
would continue existing supply patterns. 

 
 
2.6 Comments on the Document and Subsequent Consultation 
 
2.6.1 Several respondents questioned the approach adopted in bringing 

forward the document at this time as it contradicts the sequential 
approach required in the production of development plan documents. 

 
2.6.2 There was a perceived lack of publicity for the Consultation Document 

in general with many respondents specifically criticising a lack of 
individual notification of the production, availability and subsequent 
consultation on the document.  One Parish Council also commented 
they were unaware of the consultation.  It was felt that landowners 
should have been identified before publication rather than through the 
document.  Several respondents had difficulty locating the document 
on-line and thought the website was not very clear. 

 
2.6.3 Some respondents felt that the maps were not clear in the document 

and that colour should have been used.  People also commented on 
the varying scales used for the maps in the document which made the 
comparison of sites difficult.  Others questioned why there was no 
flagging-up of adjoining sites.  It was also commented that not enough 
information was given regarding the sites e.g. estimated life of the 
site.  The need for a glossary was highlighted by several respondents. 
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2.6.4 Some respondents questioned the lack of ecological and hydrological 
assessment on each of the sites, and why there was not an 
accompanying map of the constraints identified.  Some respondents 
felt that the Consultation Document did not provide adequate historic 
baseline data to help them in their assessment of the sites, with 
regard to the impact on the amenity and setting of historical buildings, 
conservation areas, parks, battlefields and monuments.  It was also 
felt to be unclear how the estimated mineral sites yields have been 
calculated. 

 
2.6.5 Respondents also suggested that the site investigation process does 

not appear to be rigorous and that some sites have been excluded 
with insufficient explanations while others with similar constraints 
remain an option.  There were questions regarding the transparency 
and robustness of the approach adopted in moving the site selection 
process forward. 
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Appendix 1             Sharp Sand and Gravel Sites  
 
Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Site 
Reference

Land west of A420/A417 Faringdon A1 SG-01 
Land west of Wicklesham Quarry and south of 
A420 

A1 SG-02 

Land adjacent to Benson Marina, Benson, near 
Wallingford 

A2 SG-03 

Land at Mead Farm, Church Lane, Yarnton  A3 SG-04 
Land to the east of Cassington Quarry A4 SG-05 
Extension to south of Sutton Wick Quarry A5 SG-06 
Land at Manor Farm, Grafton A6 SG-07 
Land east of Hanborough Road, Church 
Hanborough 

A7 SG-08 

Land north of Drayton St Leonard and 
Berinsfield 

A8 SG-09 

Sonning Triangle, Land north of Playhatch Road, 
Sonning Eye 

A11 SG-10 

Land east of Spring Lane, Sonning Eye A11 SG-11 
Land south of Chazey Wood, Mapledurham A13 SG-12 
Land between Dorchester, Warborough, 
Shillingford and Benson 

A14 SG-13 

Land at Stonehenge Farm, Northmoor A16 SG-14 
Dairy Farm, Clanfield A17 SG-15 
Land at Stonehouse Farm, north east of 
Cassington Quarry, Yarnton 

A19 SG-16 

Land between River Thames and A415, 
Culham/Clifton Hampden 

A20 SG-17 

Land between A415 and River Windrush, south 
of Standlake  

A21 SG-18 

Bridge Farm, Appleford (Extension to Sutton 
Courtenay Quarry) 

A22 SG-19 

Land between Eynsham, Cassington and River 
Thames 

A23 SG-20 

Beef Unit Extension, Gill Mill Quarry, South 
Leigh, Witney 

A25 SG-21 

Part Ducklington Farm, extension to Gill Mill 
Quarry, Ducklington, Witney 

A26 SG-22 

Windrush North, western extension to Gill Mill 
Quarry, Ducklington, Witney 

A27 SG-23 

Land south of A40, Cogges, Witney, adjacent to 
Gill Mill Quarry (South Leigh) 

A28 SG-24 

Manor Farm North, Standlake Road, Hardwick   A29 SG-25 
Manor Farm South, Standlake Road, 
Hardwick/Standlake  

A30 SG-26 

Vicarage Pit, Cogges Lane, Stanton Harcourt A31 SG-27 
Guy Lakes North, adjacent B4449, Stanton 
Harcourt 

A32 SG-28 
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Sutton Farm, Sutton, Stanton Harcourt and 
Pinkhill Farm, Eynsham 

A34 SG-29 

Home Farm, Brighthampton, Standlake A35 SG-30 
Land east of Sutton, Stanton Harcourt A37 SG-31 
Former Quarry off Downs Road (adjacent to 
Standlake Arena), Standlake 

A38 SG-32 

Land South of Wallingford, New Barn Farm, 
Cholsey 

A39 SG-33 

Part Springhill Farm, Extension to Gill Mill 
Quarry, South Leigh, Witney 

A41 SG-34 

Finmere Quarry, Banbury Road, Finmere A41 SG-35 
Land at Friars Farm, Stanton Harcourt A42 SG-36 
Land between Grandpont and North/South 
Hinksey, Oxford 

A43 SG-37 

Land at Rectory and Ansells Farm, Langford and 
Home Farm, Kelmscott  

A46 SG-38 

Land off Aston Road, Brighthampton, Standlake A47 SG-39 
Land at Oakley Wood  A48 SG-40 
Land north of Radley  A48 SG-41 
Land south of Sandford on Thames A49 SG-42 
Land at Marcham A50 SG-43 
Land at Little Wittenham - Long Wittenham A51 SG-44 
Land at Appleford - Long Wittenham A52 SG-45 
Land north east of Cholsey A53 SG-46 
Land at Wallingford – Benson A54 SG-47 
Land at Stadhampton (north of) A56 SG-48 
Land at Chalgrove A57 SG-49 
Land at Northmoor A58 SG-50 
Land in the Evenlode Valley, north of Eynsham A59 SG-51 
Land at Sutton Wick  A60 SG-52 
Land north of Didcot perimeter road  A60 SG-53 
Land south of the River Thames between 
Radcot and Duxford (West) 

A61 SG-54a 

Land south of the River Thames between 
Radcot and Duxford (East) 

A61 SG-54b 

Land between Clanfield, Bampton and Aston 
(West) 

A62 SG-55a 

Land between Clanfield, Bampton and Aston 
(East) 

A62 SG-55b 
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Appendix 2                Soft Sand Sites  
 
Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Site 
Reference

Land at Tubworth Barn, Tubney B1 SS-01 
Land at Piling Hill (adjacent Tubworth Barn), 
Tubney 

B1 SS-02 

Southern extension to Hatford Quarry, Sandy 
Lane, Hatford 

B2 SS-03 

Land at Pine Woods Road, Longworth, near 
Kingston Bagpuize 

B3 SS-04 

Land south of A415 between Kingston Bagpuize 
and Frilford 

B4 SS-05 

Northern Extension, Duns Tew Quarry, Duns 
Tew 

B4 SS-06 

Home Farm (adjacent A417/B4508), 
Shellingford, Faringdon 

B5 SS-07 

Extension to west of Shellingford Quarry, 
Shellingford 

B5 SS-08 

Land at Buckland Warren near Gainfield B6 SS-09 
Land south of Cothill B7 SS-10 
Land at Great Park Farm near Besselsleigh B7 SS-11 
Extension to Bowling Green Farm, Chinham 
Farm, Faringdon 

B8 SS-12 
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Appendix 3                       Crushed Rock Sites  
 
Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Reference 

Merton Grounds Farm, Wendlebury C1 CR-01 
Sturt Farm Extension, Whitehill Quarry, Burford 
(Shilton/Swinbrook) 

C2 CR-02 

Southern extension to Rollright Quarry, Little 
Rollright, Chipping Norton 

C2 CR-03 

Western extension to Worsham Quarry, Asthall C3 CR-04 
Shipton-on-Cherwell Quarry C3 CR-05 
Western extension to Hatford Quarry, Sandy 
Lane, Hatford 

C4 CR-06 

Land adjacent to Whitehill Quarry, Burford C4 CR-07 
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Appendix 4           Secondary and Recycled Aggregate Producing Sites 
 
Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Reference 

Long Meadow, Challow Marsh Farm, West 
Challow 

D1 SR-01 

Wroxton Fields Quarry, Wroxton, Banbury D1 SR-02 
Within existing Shellingford Quarry landfill site D2 SR-03 
Whitehill Quarry, Burford D2 SR-04 
Former Quarry off Downs Road (adjacent to 
Standlake Arena), Standlake 

D2 SR-05 

Grove Business Park, Wantage D3 SR-06 
Prospect Farm, Chilton D3 SR-07 
Wicklesham Quarry, Faringdon D4 SR-08 
Tubney Wood Quarry, Besselsleigh D4 SR-09 
Ewelme Quarry, Wallingford D4 SR-10 
Sutton Courtenay Landfill  D5 SR-11 
Playhatch Quarry, nr Reading D5 SR-12 
New Wintles Farm, Eynsham  D6 SR-13 
Slape Hill Quarry, Glympton D6 SR-14 
Old Brickworks Farm, Bletchingdon  D7 SR-15 
Lakeside Industrial Park (M. Wyatt), Standlake D7 SR-16 
Worsham Quarry, Asthall, near Minster Lovell D7 SR-17 
Gill Mill Quarry, Ducklington, Witney  D8 SR-18 
Sandfields Farm, Over Norton D8 SR-19 
Worton Farm, Cassington D9 SR-20 
Milton Road, Bloxham D9 SR-21 
Ferris Hill Farm, Hook Norton D10 SR-22 
Childrey Quarry  D10 SR-23 
Dix Pit, Stanton Harcourt D10 SR-24 
Didcot ‘A’ Power Station D11 SR-25 
Overthorpe Recycling Centre, Banbury D11 SR-26 
Lakeside Industrial Park (Mick’s Skips), 
Standlake 

D12 SR-27 
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Appendix 5                  Rail Depots Sites  
 
Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Reference 

Old Abingdon Railway Spur, Radley Rail Head, E1 RD-01 
Shipton-on-Cherwell Quarry E1 RD-02 
Appleford Sidings, Sutton Courtenay E2 RD-03 
Hennef Way, Banbury  E2 RD-04 
Oxford Road, Kidlington E3 RD-05 
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ANNEX A – Comments on Sharp Sand and Gravel Sites 
 
 
Site SG-01: Land West of A420/A417, Faringdon 
Number of responses: 7 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Good transport link to A420.  • Could be worked as stand-alone quarry or as 
part of development in the area.  • Good potential for restoration to built 
environment.  • Careful planning and management of bund and plant location 
could greatly reduce the impact of the development. • Would allow the 
production of architecturally specified pathway stone (as at Christ Church 
College).  • Site is adjacent to Oxford Heights Conservation Target Area and 
Wicklesham & Coxwell Pits SSSI but careful working could improve exposure 
of geological sequence and public access.  • Serious visual impact on 
allocated housing site to the north and serious implications for the potential 
expansion of Faringdon.  • Landscape issues could be mitigated with 
appropriate screening.  • Amenity issues such as noise and dust can be 
controlled and as dry screening of the mineral would be necessary noise and 
dust would be minimal.  • Site is 12km south of RAF Brize Norton. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No specific comments were received regarding mitigating the above 
perceived impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No specific comments were received regarding potential after-use of this 
site. 
 
 
Site SG-02: Land West of Wicklesham Quarry and south of A420 
Number of responses: 10 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is adjacent to Oxford Heights Conservation Target Area and 
Wicklesham & Coxwell Pits SSSI.  • No ecological issues known.  • No 
negative environmental impacts.  • Good transport link to A420 through 
existing quarry or to the west onto main highway network.  • Could be worked 
as an extension of existing quarry.  • Easily screened working.  • Provide the 
ability to produce Coxwell gravels path products which are now specified by 
architects.  • Continued employment.  • Diversion of bridleway required • Site 
is 12km south of RAF Brize Norton.  • Southern part of the site is less than 
250m from a historic landfill site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Minimal screen bunding for visual impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Dependent on owner’s requirement but likely low level grazing. 
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Site SG-03: Land adjacent to Benson Marina, Benson, near Wallingford 
Number of responses: 131 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Small area, concerns over the economic viability of the site.  • Yield (based 
on Mineral Assessment Unit data) is expected to be 60,000 – 80,000 tonnes.  
• Limited working period (18 months maximum).  • Mineral released could be 
processed by an existing operator to ensure it is put to best use.  • Would 
make useful contribution to local needs while larger sites come forward for 
development • Suspicion that owner wishes to sell the site for use as a Marina 
but would be unlikely to gain permissions so is pursuing gravel extraction.  • 
Concerns about removal of wetland riverside meadow, this habitat 
increasingly rare and should be protected.  • The Thames Path and a public 
footpath pass through the site.  • Low ecological impact with potential for 
gains as part of the restoration.  • Extraction would drastically alter the slow-
flowing and natural river.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river 
watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings 
and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • Wet restoration would force current birds from the area.  This would 
affect lapwing, skylark, red kites and hedgerow birds which are statutorily 
protected.  • Old and veteran trees would be lost.  • The potential of the area 
for appropriate wildlife enhancement would be lost.  • The area has a 
significant population of grass snakes with adders having been seen as well.  
• Potentially good access onto primary road network.  • Current weight limits 
remain unenforceable and voluntary routing agreements do not seem to be 
honoured.  • The A4074 already has high levels of traffic, which is having an 
impact on ‘pinch-points’ such as Shillingford, and has been highlighted by the 
County Council as an accident black spot and is frequently visited by the Air 
Ambulance.  • No impact from noise due to the already high background noise 
levels in the area.  • Noise and dust could impact on residents in Benson 
village and the mobile home park which is less than 100m from site.  • This 
area of flat land is almost completely surrounded by a series of low ridges and 
hills which makes this area visible from many vantage points.  • The long-
views to well-known landmarks mean gravel extraction will affect the character 
of the River Thames and the neighbouring North Wessex Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty.  • Much of the area lies within the Green Belt and 
extraction would greatly reduce the amenity that the Green Belt provides.  • 
Site has been found unsuitable previously, the reasons for rejection were:  
best agricultural land, the effect on the River Thames, an area of great 
landscape value, the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and archaeology.  • This area is nationally important and contains 
many archaeological sites which are legally protected.  The Dorchester area 
was a magnet for ancient settlement from the first farmers through to the 
Anglo-Saxons. This makes the area important for education and should be 
studied whole rather than as individual sites.  • Site is also close to a known 
Saxon site – that of the documented Royal Villa which was of great 
importance in the early Saxon period. See Benson – a village through its 
history.  There is also a good likelihood that the river gravels may contain 
important archaeological evidence concerning Saxon Benson.  • Site is 2km 
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south west of RAF Benson and 7km south of Chalgrove MOD Airfield and is 
therefore a major concern regarding birdstrike. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Mineral removal without processing will overcome any impacts in relation to 
the floodplain.  • Visual impact can be reduced by planting and by the low-key 
nature of the proposal. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Site provides an opportunity to increase/replace the moorings at the 
adjacent marina by providing a larger water body; this would encourage ‘soft’ 
restoration of the extended marina.  • Extension would allow boats to be 
relocated from the banks of the River Thames to the marina, improving both 
the landscape of the River Thames and navigation.  • Minerals need to be 
excavated and removed to construct an extension; therefore this site should 
be put forward in the final document.  • This site offers an opportunity to 
deliver an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations 
under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and 
the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further investigations would be 
necessary to ensure that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest. 
 
 
Site SG-04: Land at Mead Farm, Church Lane, Yarnton 
Number of responses: 15 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Road access to the site is poor.  • There wouldn’t be a need for additional 
road traffic as extraction could be moved by conveyor to Cassington Quarry.  • 
There is concern with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • Concerns about the impact of 
disturbance, dust and noise on local residents and the setting of Yarnton 
Manor House.  • Site is within Oxford Meadows and Farmoor Conservation 
Target Area, adjacent to Cassington Gravel Pits County Wildlife Site, in close 
proximity to Oxford Meadows Special Area of Conservation and Oxey Mead 
BBOWT reserve.  • There are few residences whose views would be affected.  
• Working this site would secure continuation of employment.  • 20+ years of 
surveying and monitoring hydrology means that there is a good understanding 
of water flows and proven mitigation measures.  • The site either borders or 
surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required 
between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow 
through lowering of the water table.  • Site is 12km north of Dalton Barracks 
Aerodrome.  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which 
might attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, 
could have a detrimental effect. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
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Potential after-use 
• A strategic approach to planning and restoration has the potential to deliver, 
across multiple sites, significant biodiversity and local community benefits.  • 
The site, in conjunction with nearby sites, has the potential to make a 
significant difference to the Oxfordshire BAP.  • As part of a strategic 
approach to minerals sites restoration this site has the potential to be part of a 
wetland that could be significant on a European scale. 
 
 
Site SG-05: Land to the east of Cassington Quarry 
Number of responses: 13 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is within Oxford Meadows and Farmoor Conservation Target Area, 
adjacent to Cassington Gravel Pits County Wildlife Site, in close proximity to 
Oxford Meadows Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Oxey Mead 
BBOWT reserve.  • The site is also close to Pixey and Yarton Meads SSSI 
and SAC and the drainage regime must be considered.  • Objections to the 
inclusion of this site unless appropriate mitigation is agreed to protect nearby 
conservation interests. This is because of the potential for significant impact 
on sites and species of local, regional or national importance.  Unless any 
impacts could be mitigated against, it is believed that extraction at this site 
would be contrary to the principles of sustainable development and national 
policy on conservation of biodiversity laid out in Planning Policy Statement 9.  
• The site is less constrained than others and would result in mineral 
extraction being contained in a consolidated area between the Oxford and 
Worcester railway line and the A40.  • There are concerns regarding the 
transport implications of operations at this site, particularly safe access to and 
from the A34.  • The site lies within Flood Zone 2.  • The site is situated in the 
Green Belt.  • Any visual impact would be restricted to views from footpath 
and A40 and railway.  • 20+ years of surveying and monitoring hydrology 
means that there is a good understanding of water flows and proven 
mitigation measures.  • Site is 11.5km north of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • 
Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which might attract 
birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, could have a 
detrimental effect.  • Site is less than 50m from a historic landfill site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network.  • Site could be worked without removing hedgerows. 
 
Potential after-use 
• A strategic approach to planning and restoration has the potential to deliver, 
across multiple sites, significant biodiversity and local community benefits.  • 
This site in conjunction with nearby sites, has the potential to make a 
significant difference to the Oxfordshire BAP.  • As part of a strategic 
approach to minerals sites restoration this site has the potential to be part of a 
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wetland that could be significant on a European scale • Seed mix and 
aftercare can be agreed with Oxfordshire County Council to maximise 
conservation interest. 
 
 
Site SG-06: Extension to south of Sutton Wick Quarry 
Number of responses: 14 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site adjacent to current working at Sutton Wick and could be developed with 
little impact with all material being processed by the existing plant and using 
the long established access.  • It would enable continued use of the 
established plant and the existing labour force.  • Little current ecological 
interest – presently arable farming land.  • The site contains protected 
species.  • The landscape is part of the Nuneham Courtenay ridge.   •Site is 
100m + from nearest property and is reasonably screened by existing trees 
and hedgerows.  • Noise and dust would be a nuisance to residents less than 
100m from the site and in adjacent Sutton Courtenay.  • Lies within 350m 
buffer zone of Sutton Courtenay so was not included in the Minerals and 
Waste Local Plan 1996.  • Traffic would have to pass through Milton or Sutton 
Courtenay and these routes are unsuitable for increased heavy traffic.  • 
There are concerns regarding the transport implications of operations at this 
site, particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • Concerns about the 
cumulative impact of mineral working in the area.  • Site is 5.75km south of 
Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main 
river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Careful location of perimeter bunds and some additional planting would 
effectively screen the site and reduce noise.  • Additional mitigation may not 
be needed as the existing plant and access will be used.  • Transport impacts 
could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, demand management, 
effective transport plans, working hours, routing agreements and utilisation of 
rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Potential to use overburden and mineral waste with a limited quantity of inert 
mineral waste to create an increased area of shallows around existing lake for 
wide fringe of reed beds.  • This could contribute to the Oxfordshire BAP and 
would be acceptable to the Ministry of Defence.  • This site lies on a floodplain 
and thus has potential for wetland creation. 
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Site SG-07: Land at Manor Farm, Grafton 
Number of responses: 22 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Poor access due to single track roads from every direction and small country 
lanes.  • Radcot bridge on the south of the site is too narrow for lorries.  • The 
roads in the vicinity are excluded from the Oxfordshire ‘Highways Guide to 
Lorry Owners’.  • Access would be through an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and popular tourist destinations (Lechlade, Clanfield, Kelmscott).  • 
Potential alternative access via Faringdon but impossible to cross Thames at 
Radcot.  • Area of significant wildlife value.  • Area of high biodiversity with 
high levels of birdlife, mammals, amphibians and plant habitat. Mineral 
working could wipe out a large area of natural habitat and diversity.  • Grafton 
Lock is an SSSI. The lock has an established otter population monitored and 
protected by BBOWT.  • There are objections to the inclusion of this site 
unless appropriate mitigation is agreed to protect nearby conservation 
interests. This is because of the potential for significant impact on sites and 
species of local, regional or national importance.  Unless any impacts could 
be mitigated against, it is believed that extraction at this site would be contrary 
to the principles of sustainable development and national policy on 
conservation of biodiversity laid out in Planning Policy Statement 9.  • The 
area of countryside is of High Landscape Value.  • Significant impact to 
surrounding Cotswold villages due to increased traffic, noise and pollution.  • 
Concerns over dust and noise due to prevailing wind and housing.  • Kelmscot 
and Langford are Conservation Areas. Kelmscott Manor is a grade 1 listed 
building.  • Significant numbers of residents rely on well water. Concerns that 
mineral working could contaminate the water. Currently no mains water 
available to the villages.  • Shallow water table.  • The site either borders or 
surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required 
between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow 
through lowering of the water table.  • The site is on a floodplain. The land 
between Radcot and Kelmscot flooded in 2003. • Site is only 6km south west 
of RAF Brize Norton, danger of birdstrike.  • Shallow site, producing 2.6 
tonnes per sq m. It takes up more area than other deeper sites.  • Low grade 
deposit (<0.0256 tonnes per ha).  • The area is extensively covered in 
Neolithic, Bronze Age and more recently crop marks.  • Scheduled Ancient 
Monument’s exist close to the area. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Widen access roads to single carriageway although in some cases road 
widening is not possible.  • New bridges should the access route cross the 
Thames either at Radcot or Lechlade that may be expensive and adversely 
affect the character of the environment.  • Minimal protection needed for noise 
and dust.  • Mains water supplied to residents. Could be expensive and affect 
values of properties where value is added through such characteristics as 
wells. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Restoration should be back to its original condition (agricultural, deciduous 
woodland).  • Redevelopment to amenity areas could result in similar increase 
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in traffic requiring mitigation measures comparable to mineral extraction.  • 
This site has very good potential for floodplain restoration. 
 
 
Site SG-08: Land east of Hanborough Road, Church Hanborough 
Number of responses: 17 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Low bridge, narrow carriageway towards Bladon end of Lower Road.  • 
Limited visibility at Lower Road/A4095 Junction – difficult for lorries.  • Lower 
Road is narrow and winding and an accident blackspot with >10 accidents per 
year some close to the New Wintles Landfill.  • Narrow carriageway at western 
access to Bladon Village.  • A40 access at Eysham end of Lower Road 
junction has major traffic problems. • Church Road midpoint is not suitable for 
heavy vehicles.  • Lower Road is already servicing aggregate vehicles 
accessing New Wintles and City Farm landfill sites.  • A40 single carriageway 
is at high capacity with east and west traffic especially. Existing road network 
will not cope adequately with increase lorry traffic.  • Lorry traffic may divert 
through Cassington village which is implementing traffic calming measures.  • 
The Cotswold Railway line may be possible to upgrade and be used to extract 
gravel, thus reducing impact on roads. • The site either borders or surrounds a 
main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.   • The Evenlode valley is a floodplain. The Blenheim Estates 
north side of the Lower Road/A4096 Junction floods regularly.  • The water 
table will be adversely affected as will the floodplain.  • The site is an area of 
designated landscape importance.  • There will be loss of amenity, landscape 
character and habitat.  • Site is within close proximity to residential properties, 
farms and an educational establishment.  • Loss of agricultural land.  • Within 
100m of County Wildlife Site.  • Biologically important site with active breeding 
great crested newts, marsh harriers and otters, amongst others.  • Close 
proximity to Blenheim World Heritage site.  • Loss of rich heritage as part of 
the Upper Thames area.  Close to Roman settlements.  • Extraction at the site 
takes emphasis away from aggregate recycling.  • There is feeling that West 
Oxfordshire has had to deal with aggregate working for many years and it 
would be unfair to carry this on in the area.  • Insufficient infrastructure for the 
site.  • Projected low yield (~25% yield per hectare of some other sites in the 
plan).  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which might 
attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, could 
increase birdstrike.  • When combined with all sites in the area this represents 
387 hectares of mineral extraction which is unacceptable. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Some concerns that after-use will result in a mass of water bodies due to the 
water table.  • It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an 
area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the 
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Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK 
BAP, but with the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to 
ensure that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest. 
 
 
Site SG-09: Land north of Drayton St. Leonard and Berinsfield 
Number of responses: 135 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Expected yield of the nominated part of the site is 7.0 million tonnes, based 
upon the Mineral Assessment Unit Data and can be confirmed by detailed site 
investigation.  • Majority of the area is remote from properties, although does 
come close to the village in the east of the area (Drayton St. Leonard).  • 
Good access to the primary road network.  • Site is well located to the 
principal markets of Central Oxfordshire.  • Current weight limits remain 
unenforceable and voluntary routing agreements do not seem to be honoured.  
• The A4074 already has high levels of traffic, which is having an impact on 
‘pinch-points’ such as Shillingford, and has been highlighted in the past by the 
County Council as an accident black spot and is frequently visited by the Air 
Ambulance.  • The locality has no special landscape or other designations.  • 
Currently arable farm land with little ecological value. Allowance has been 
made to retain any habitats of interest or significant landscape features when 
assessing the nomination.  • The impact on both the North Wessex Downs 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Chilterns Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty will be significant.  • Part of the area is managed under the 
DEFRA Countryside Stewardship Scheme in order to protect and encourage 
biodiversity, especially red kites and barn owls.  This would be severely 
affected if the land use were to change.  • A full biodiversity study would be 
necessary to investigate the impact on local habitats which contain rare and 
significant species.  • Site is adjacent to Thames Clifton to Shillingford 
Conservation Target Area and Dorchester Gravel Pits County Wildlife Site.  • 
Extraction would drastically alter the slow-flowing and natural river. • The site 
either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is 
normally required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent 
degradation of flow through lowering of the water table.  • The site is less than 
50m from an area of licensed extraction.  • Site contains an area of private 
water supply.  • Wet restoration would force current birds from the area.  This 
would affect lapwing, skylark, red kites and hedgerow birds which are 
statutorily protected.  • Old and veteran trees would be lost.  • The potential of 
the area for appropriate wildlife enhancement would be lost.  • The area has a 
significant population of grass snakes with adders having been seen as well.  
• No unusual impacts identified with developing the area.  • The topography of 
the surrounding areas makes the site very visible.  • Landscape and visual 
impacts are high to severe during extraction and will remain high after 
restoration.  • The long-views to well-known landmarks mean gravel extraction 
will affect the character of the River Thames and River Thame and the 
neighbouring North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  • 
Much of the area lies within the Green Belt and extraction would greatly 
reduce the amenity that the Green Belt provides.  • Areas within the site are 
historic survivors of an original pre-enclosure landscape.  • Leading 
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archaeologists have testified that this area and the Dorchester Big Rings 
Henge monument are of national and international importance.  • The area 
has evidence of highly complex and inter-connected series of monuments 
stretching across the area which are of great value, especially given the 
destruction of the Big Rings monument by earlier gravel workings.  • There is 
evidence of a settlement from the Neolithic through to the Anglo-Saxon 
period.  This can be seen in the extraordinary number of crop mark sites 
including a complex of Scheduled Ancient Monuments.  • Best practice in 
archaeology is to look at monuments in their landscape context and that 
preservation is preferred to excavation.  • When nearby land was registered 
for DEFRA’s Environmental Stewardship Scheme (OELS), it was stated that 
land included in the proposed site had Scheduled Monuments and/or National 
Heritage Data.  The MPS1 states “where minerals proposals would cause 
damage to nationally important archaeological remains or their setting, there 
is a presumption in favour of the physical preservation of remains in situ.  
Oxfordshire’s Structure Plan policy M2 seeks to safeguard important 
archaeological remains.  • A number of well-used foot and bridleways would 
be lost.  • The site is not well-located to areas of aggregate use, especially 
after the withdrawal of the Grenoble Road area by Oxford City Council, so 
would therefore contravene both national and county transport policies.  • Wet 
restoration would be as much of a concern as wet restoration elsewhere in 
regard to birdstrike.  • Site is 6.5km north west of RAF Benson, 6km south 
west of Chalgrove Airfield and 12.5km south east of Dalton Barracks 
Aerodrome.  • The County Council approach to the inclusion of the area in the 
Structure Plan was heavily criticised by the Inspectors examining the Plan.  
They concluded that “there is no certainty that the area provides the best 
option for a new strategic resource area, or that the selection of this area 
provides a better or more sustainable option than the other candidate area”.  
The inspector also pointed out that the area was described by English 
Heritage as “one of the most significant areas of archaeological remains in the 
Thames Valley” and that “the yield may be compromised by archaeological 
issues”.  • Site has been found unsuitable previously and the reasons given 
still apply.  The reasons are: the best agricultural land, the effect on the River 
Thames, an area of great landscape value, the North Wessex Downs Area of 
Outstanding Beauty and archaeology. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Early landscaping will help to filter any views from local roads and the edge 
of the village.  • The design of the mineral working will follow good practice by 
ensuring appropriate environmental protection is provided.  • Screening will 
not significantly reduce the visual impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• The geology and landform suggest that much of the area can be restored at 
a lower level and returned to farming.  • It was recognised that the restoration 
design has to accommodate and effectively mitigate the concerns of the MOD.  
• Workings may offer potential to increase landscaping that will add to the 
local resource and create new wildlife habitats.  • Restoration must be to high 
grade agricultural land.  • It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to 
deliver an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations 
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under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and 
the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further investigations would be 
necessary to ensure that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest. 
 
 
Site SG-10: Sonning Triangle, north of Playhatch Road, Sonning Eye 
Number of responses: 9 
 
Site recently granted planning permission and will therefore not be pursued 
further as a minerals site option. 
 
 
Site SG-11: Land east of Spring Lane, Sonning Eye 
Number of responses: 17 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Close proximity to the River Thames and the risk of pollution from working 
and increased traffic.  • The site borders a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 
16m is normally required between mineral workings and watercourses to 
prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water table.  • Within a 
functional floodplain.  • Site is a SSSI and Special Area of Conservation, 
Hartslock Wood Special Area of Conservation.  • Economic impact on 
Reading through degradation of setting of the Thames.  • Area is a designated 
Area of Great Landscape Value.  • Site will need to take into consideration the 
retention of non wet-land habitat, which is a requirement for biodiversity of 
natural habitat.  • Site is within or directly adjacent to Warren Wood and 
Shiplake Marsh County Wildlife Site.  • Site includes riverside meadows at 
Shiplake regularly used by the public for amenity purposes. Possibility of 
extending the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to include the site.  
• Intensive gravel excavation has saturated the river landscape already.  • It is 
inappropriate despoliation of almost all of the floodplain meadow that remains 
within the parish.  • It is a County Wildlife Site because of the potential for 
significant impact on species of local, regional or national importance.  Unless 
any impacts could be mitigated against, it is believed that extraction at this site 
would be contrary to the principles of sustainable development and national 
policy on conservation of biodiversity laid out in Planning Policy Statement 9.  
• Flat character means they are visible from multiple viewpoints, including 
from the Thames Path.  • A decision by the Planning Inspectorate 
(APP/23115/A/01/1077772 dated 5.4.02) relating to a site within the 
application area states that: “the exceptional rural landscape within this 
general neighbourhood is worthy of recognition and preservation” and draw 
attention to the presence of “permanent pasture with a strong landscape 
structure…notable for its soft contours, gentle undulations and general 
openness”.  • The site is well screened and is capable of being progressively 
worked and restored with minimal impacts on the environment.  • Limited 
effects on landscape as main internal features, perimeter vegetation and 
watercourses would remain unaffected.  • The site is located within the valley 
floor and the perimeter vegetation limits the views from the immediately 
surrounding area.  • Good views of the site on rising ground to the north, open 
views from footpath within the site to the west.  • There would be no impact on 
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the views from the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  • Concern 
over loss of hedgerows and trees that would be detrimental to the 
environment and setting of the area.  • Concerns about the damage to the 
existing landscape and the quality of experience for users of the Thames Path 
Trail.  • Near to residential properties and the impact of noise, dust and air 
quality.  • Concern over the haulage routes for aggregates to processing plant.  
• Concerns over the haulage routes from processing plant to markets.  • 
Economic impact on Reading due to increased road congestion by mineral 
lorries.  • Overstretched local transport network; B481 is one of the busiest B-
roads in Oxfordshire with 13,000 vehicles movements per day. Forecast 28% 
increase at rush hour as a result of Reading Borough Council’s One-Way 
Inner Distribution Road Scheme. • Surface of B481 badly deformed due to 
heavy vehicles and there is an environmental weight limit in operation.  • 
Concerns over transport of material from other sites to the processing area for 
this site.  • Site is poorly located to supply the County’s mineral needs away 
from the main centre of development, projected to be Didcot. • Access routes 
to Didcot are poor and involve built up areas such as Caversham. The A4074 
is poorly suited for large number of lorry movements.  • Processing plant 
location would cause issues as it would either be by road or conveyor, 
potentially damaging the environment and scenery.  • Believed to have been a 
number of archaeological finds in the area, including a possible bronze age 
barrow cemetery, and that it may contain a designated ancient monument.  • 
Significant historical and cultural value as it was the location of withy (willow) 
beds which industry shaped the development of the adjacent Sonning Eye 
Conservation Area from which the site will be visible.  • The site has proven 
recoverable resources that could contribute to maintaining the supply of 
aggregate materials to markets in South Oxfordshire and Reading.  • Sonning 
and Sonning Eye contain a significant number of listed buildings. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• An additional Thames crossing could potentially mitigate impacts of 
increased traffic. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Opportunity for water related restoration but concerns over how this would 
affect the setting of the Thames.   • Restoration scheme would provide for 
marsh, grassland and linear water features akin to river channels and will 
provide a net gain for biodiversity.  • A strategic approach to planning and 
restoration has the potential to deliver, across multiple sites, significant 
biodiversity and local community benefits.  Consideration of SG10 and SG11 
as a single area has the potential to be a significant wetland in the county and 
make a significant difference to the Local Biodiversity Action Plan.   
 
 
Site SG-12: Land south of Chazey Wood, Mapledurham 
Number of responses: 18 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There are 2 proposed access routes.  The initial part of the route through 
Chazey Court Farm, along the Warren, onto St Peter’s Hill, through 
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Caversham and along Henley Road is too narrow and fragile for HGV’s and 
access to St Peter’s Hill is very tight and unsuitable for gravel trucks.  • The 
current tracks on the route along the Warren and Mapledurham Estate to 
Upper Woodcote Road, down St Peter’s Hill and on through Caversham to the 
Henley Road are inadequate for HGV’s unless reinforced and would be highly 
disruptive.  • Overall road access is thought to be poor.  • There are concerns 
that congestion would be increased around Reading.  • There is potential that 
the site may be crossed by a possible third crossing of the Thames, as per the 
Berkshire Structure Plan 2001-2016 Policy T3.  • If barges were used, the 
impact on other users would need to be assessed. A wharf would need to be 
built; impact on S Oxon Landscape character area. Restrictions on use of 
barges at high water. • The site is adjacent to an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty and there are concerns about the disturbance to wildlife and the 
impact on the biodiversity of the area, as well as the visual impact on the 
views from the AONB.  • Chazey Woods is ancient beech woodland and 
beech woodlands are recognised as a UK priority Biodiversity Action Plan 
habitat.  • Close to the site is the Grade 1 Tithe Barn and Grade 2 Chazey 
Court Farmhouse and there are concerns about the effect of vibrations on 
these buildings.  The Tithe Barn in on the English Heritages List of buildings at 
risk as its fabric is unstable.  • Roman, Saxon and 12th-13th century artefacts 
have been found in the immediate area so an archaeological survey would 
need to be conducted before work could commence.  • Nearby buildings rely 
on pumped bore water and there are concerns about the risk of 
contamination.  • There are concerns about maintaining the function and 
preventing contamination of the Long Drain.  • There are concerns about the 
impact the gravel works would have on the flood risk of the area and the effect 
on the water table and river course.  • The site either borders or surrounds a 
main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.  • Enjoyment of the Thames Path would be affected.  • 
Concerns about the visual impact of the workings.  • Extraction would cause 
noise and dust nuisance to residents of Tilehurst which is less than 350m from 
the site and individual houses within 100m of the site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• For transport routes to have minimum impact on the Reading and Sonning 
areas, the 3rd Thames crossing should be in place before extraction takes 
place.  • There would be no processing activities on site.  • All minerals would 
be transported by river to the plant site at Sonning.  • Hedgerow and 
woodland planting would occur before extraction began to minimise the visual 
impact. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Return as close as possible to original landscape and use. This would be 
problematic; site in floodplain, so infill must not impede flood flows. Infill would 
need to be imported by lorry; access problems.  • Water-related restoration, 
but this might not be sympathetic to the setting of the Thames.  • A lake with 
damp meadow and marsh and riverside fields. 
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Site SG-13: Land between Dorchester, Warborough, Shillingford and 
Benson 
Number of responses: 141 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site has been found unsuitable previously and the reasons given still apply.  
The reasons are: the best agricultural land, the effect on the River Thames, an 
area of great landscape value, the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and archaeology.  • An area similar was put forward by ARC 
Ltd. for inclusion in the 1996 Minerals and Waste Local Plan but was rejected 
because of the presence of a Scheduled Ancient Monument in the western 
part of the site.  • Both sites are in an Area of High Landscape Value and are 
to an extent overlooked from the adjacent Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty.  • The site is very open to public view, and parts impinge upon the 
immediate setting of the River Thames.  • The land is the best and most 
versatile agricultural land.  • The topography of the surrounding areas makes 
the site visible from above and within.  • Areas within the site are historic 
survivors of an original pre-enclosure landscape.  • Landscape and visual 
impacts are high to severe during extraction and will remain high after 
restoration.  Screening will not significantly reduce this impact.  • The long-
views to well-known landmarks mean gravel extraction will affect the character 
of the River Thames and River Thame and the neighbouring North Wessex 
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  • Much of the area lies 
within the Green Belt and extraction would greatly reduce the amenity that the 
Green Belt provides.  • The impact on both the North Wessex Downs AONB 
and the Chiltern AONB will be significant.  • Part of the area is managed under 
the DEFRA Countryside Stewardship Scheme in order to protect and 
encourage biodiversity, especially red kites and barn owls.  This would be 
severely affected if the land use were to change.  A full biodiversity study 
would be necessary to investigate the impact on local habitats, which contain 
rare and significant species, on and around the proposed site.  • The site is 
adjacent to Thames Clifton to Shillingford Conservation Target Area and 
Dorchester Gravel Pits County Wildlife Site.  • Extraction would drastically 
alter the slow-flowing and natural river.  • Wet restoration would force current 
birds from the area.  This would affect lapwing, skylark, red kites and 
hedgerow birds which are statutorily protected.  • Old and veteran trees would 
be lost.  • The potential of the area for appropriate wildlife enhancement would 
be lost.  • The area has a significant population of grass snakes with adders 
having been seen as well.  • A number of well-used foot and bridleways would 
be lost.  • Leading archaeologists, have testified that this area and the 
Dorchester Big Rings henge monument are of national and international 
importance.  • The area has evidence of highly complex and inter-connected 
series of monuments stretching across the area which are of great value, 
especially given the destruction of the Big Rings monument by earlier gravel 
workings.  • There is evidence of settlement from the Neolithic through to the 
Anglo-Saxon period.  This can be seen in the extraordinary number of crop 
mark sites including a complex of Scheduled Ancient Monuments which 
occupy much of the north west of the site.  Best practice in archaeology is to 
look at monuments in their landscape context and that preservation is 
preferred to excavation.  • MPS1 states “where minerals proposals would 
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cause damage to nationally important archaeological remains or their setting, 
there is a presumption in favour of the physical preservation of remains in situ.  
Oxfordshire’s Structure Plan policy M2 seeks to safeguard important 
archaeological remains.  • The site is not well-located to areas of aggregate 
use so would therefore contravene both national and county transport policies.  
• Wet restoration would be as much of a concern as wet restoration in other 
areas with regards to birdstrike.  • Site is 5km northwest of RAF Benson, 
6.5km south west of Chalgrove Airfield and 12.8km south east of Dalton 
Barracks Aerodrome.  • The County Council approach to the inclusion of the 
site in the Structure Plan was heavily criticised by the Inspectors examining 
the Plan.  They concluded that there was no certainty that the area provides 
the best option for a new strategic resource area, or that the selection of this 
area provides a better or more sustainable option than of the other candidate 
areas.  They also pointed out that the area was described by English Heritage 
as “one of the most significant areas of archaeological remains in the Thames 
Valley” and that “the yield may be compromised by archaeological issues”.  • 
Current weight limits remain unenforceable and voluntary routing agreements 
do not seem to be honoured.  • The A4074 already has high levels of traffic, 
which is having an impact on ‘pinch-points’ such as Shillingford, and has been 
highlighted by the County Council as an accident black spot and is frequently 
visited by the Air Ambulance.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main 
river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.  • The northern part of the site contains an area of licensed 
water extraction.  • The section of the site to the south of Shillingford is less 
than 50m from a private water supply. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Screening will not significantly reduce the visual impacts.  • Combination of 
appropriate standoffs from residences, screening bunds, allowing roadside 
vegetation to grow and new tree and shrub planting could mitigate visual 
impact.  • Bridleway could be temporarily diverted. 
 
Potential after-use 
• There is a preference to return the site to its condition before working.  • 
Restoration to high grade agricultural land.  • It is believed that this site offers 
an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire 
meets its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South 
East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further 
investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage to 
existing biodiversity interest. 
 
 
Site SG-14: Land at Stonehenge Farm, Northmoor 
Number of responses: 23 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concerns about the affect on the landscape of the Lower Windrush Valley.  • 
The site is in the flood plain of the Rivers Thames and Windrush confluence.  
• The site either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 
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16m is normally required between mineral workings and watercourses to 
prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water table.  • Terrace 
gravels act as an aquifer for local private wells. These properties are >1km 
from the nearest mains source.  • The site is in the Lower Windrush Project 
area and has a number of footpaths and bridleways crossing it.  • Northmoor 
is protected by a conservation area. Concern over loss of local recreation 
footpaths and open meadows.  • A number of rare and protected species 
occur here such as black poplar, orchids, bats, barn owls, badgers, water 
voles, otters, newts and kingfishers that may be relocated if the site goes 
ahead.  • Concerns over the importation of large quantities of inert material for 
restoration.  • Noise, dust and increase in air pollution together with loss of 
local amenities are of concern.  • There are views that the cumulative effect of 
mineral working in the area is a profound detriment to the landscape, and that 
this should be taken into account as part of the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment.  • The site is distant from major trunk roads of Oxfordshire.  • 
The route from the South via A415 is closed to HGVs at Newbridge and is 
single track. A40 to the north is single carriageway and heavily congested. 
There have been several fatal accidents on the A415.  • There is a concern 
that routeing agreements are not enforced and speed/weight limits not 
observed by drivers making roads dangerous for local people.  Newbridge has 
a weight limit of 18 tonnes. Minor roads in the area have limit of 7.5 tonnes.  • 
A415 and B4449 have poor accident records.  • Site is 12km from RAF Brize 
Norton and 8.5km west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome and is in close 
proximity to Oxford Airport  • Site identified in Local Plan. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Site could be developed without loss of protected hedgerows.  • It has been 
suggested that excavation could be agreed with Oxfordshire County 
Archaeological Service to ensure that any remains are removed to be 
examined.  • Construction of recharge ditches and clay seals around 
peripheries, discharge of pumped water into central stream to ensure flow and 
continued monitoring throughout working.  • To mitigate against flood risks, 
any soils stored in bunds can be aligned parallel to flow paths and appropriate 
gaps left to enable any flood waters to flow.  • Minerals from the site could be 
transported via conveyor to existing processor Stanton Quarry, thus no 
additional traffic impact.  • Conveyor would remain visible but visual impact of 
workings could be mitigated with screen bunds, phased workings and 
retention of existing vegetation. 
 
Potential after-use 
• There is a preference of restoration back to farm land but concerns over the 
effect of working in the floodplain.  • Some would like to see after-use 
schemes including pasture/woodland ecosystems for footpaths and increased 
safety to children.  • It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver 
an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under 
the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and the 
UK BAP, but with the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to 
ensure that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest.  • Restoration 
could increase range of habitats. 
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Site SG-15: Dairy Farm, Clanfield 
Number of responses: 31 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Area is rich in wildlife including water voles (endangered), deer, kingfishers, 
herons, hares and wild flowers. There are also badger setts in part of a small 
wood on the site.  • Wildlife identified: lapwings (nesting); curlews (nesting); 
field fares; tawney owls; little owls; barn owls; yellow hammers; grey and red 
legged partridge; foxes; pheasants; snipe; woodcock; herons (nesting); otters; 
grass snakes; roe deer.  • There has been a successful reintroduction of 
curlews to the wetland.  • The area is within the Countryside Agency and 
English Nature’s Character Area 108 – The Upper Thames Clay Vales.  • Site 
is within Upper Thames Conservation Target Area.  • Woodland with ancient 
woodland indicators such as wood anemones is located in the centre of the 
proposed area between Marsh Lane and Black Bourton Brook.  • There are 
objections to the inclusion of the southern section of the site because of the 
potential for significant impact on species of local, regional or national 
importance.  Unless any impacts could be mitigated against, it is believed that 
extraction at this site would be contrary to the principles of sustainable 
development and national policy on conservation of biodiversity laid out in 
Planning Policy Statement 9.  • This is an area of high landscape value.  • 
Landscape is open, slightly undulating becoming remote and flat near the 
Thames.  • It is viewed that Clanfield must retain a countryside buffer all the 
way around the village where gravel extraction must not take place.  • There 
are spawning areas of fish; there has been recently introduced salmon fry 
back into the Thames.  • Concerns that working will affect access for anglers.  
• The area is a floodplain and the village and fields floods regularly. Concerns 
that disturbance of the water table may increase this risk.  • Three small rivers 
divide the area: Clanfield Brook, Black Bourton Brook and Shill Brook.  • The 
site either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is 
normally required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent 
degradation of flow through lowering of the water table.  • Site is less than 
50m from a private water supply.  • Many of the roads in the area are narrow 
or unsuitable for heavy traffic such as the A420 and A40. There are weight 
restrictions on the bridges at Radcot any diversion would take them onto 
single-track roads.  • The A420 involves crossing weight restricted bridges: 
Radcot Bridge 7.5t, Tadpole Bridge 18t, New Bridge 18t.  • Access is 
unsuitable from the A40 on an unclassified road through Aston to Ducklington 
and the B4449 through Aston and Bampton linking to the A4095.  • The 
A4095 is banned for use by construction vehicles from RAF Brize Norton.  • 
The Clanfield-Bampton Road already carries a large volume of traffic.  • The 
A4095 is to be downgraded to a ‘B’ road.  • Transportation by river is unlikely 
due to the narrow locks and shallow water – estimated depth:  3 foot in the 
centre.  • Also an issue with speed restriction on waterways coming into force.  
• The effect of working on the value of property in the area is an issue.  • The 
impact on heritage and landscape is felt to be important.  • Effect on the 
tourist industry and on the people who work within it.  • RAF Brize Norton 3-
3.5½ miles away – increased danger of birdstrike. The Civil Aviation Authority 
quoted an increased risk of 2½ times by 2010. Brize Norton is planned to 
expand from 29 planes to 69 planes within the next 4 years.  • Yield of site low 
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– 2.4 tonnes per sq m. Working the site would destroy a greater area than 
others with a higher yield.  • There is an ancient monument – an Iron Age 
defensive enclosure called the Burroway in the centre of the site.  • Clanfield 
is a Domesday village with many listed buildings.  • Concerns over damage to 
listed buildings and dry stone walls. Ancient houses have no foundations.  • 
Marsh Lane walk is felt to be threatened as it is used regularly by locals.  • 
There is concern over the close location of the Primary School in Clanfield to 
the A4095.  • It is proposed that the site is contrary to Policy T8, M1 & M2 of 
the Structure Plan and Core Strategy Preferred Options at sections 3.6 and 
3.7 (M4 & M5) and Preferred Option 7.  • There is a feeling that a 
comprehensive master plan needs to be drawn up with strategic extraction 
routes, extraction sequence and after use. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No possibility for mitigating the impacts of workings.  • Desk-based 
assessment by Oxford Archaeology in 2004 concluded that it is likely that any 
archaeological deposits on the site can be preserved in situ.  • For the few 
areas where there may be visual intrusion, this could be mitigated with screen 
bunds and retention of existing vegetation. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Emphasis away from using the site for landfill purposes.  • It is believed that 
this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help 
Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that 
further investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage 
to existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of existing conservation 
interest).  • A strategic approach to planning and restoration has the potential 
to deliver, across multiple sites, significant biodiversity and local community 
benefits.  • As part of a strategic approach to minerals sites restoration this 
site has the potential to be part of a wetland that could be significant on a 
European scale. 
 
 
Site SG-16: Land at Stonehouse Farm, north east of Cassington Quarry, 
Yarnton 
Number of responses: 15 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is 11.5km north of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Due to the close 
proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which might attract birds, such as 
water development, waste handling or landfill, could have a detrimental effect.  
• The Highways Agency is concerned with the transport implications of 
operations at this site, particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • The site 
is within Oxford Meadows and Farmoor Conservation Target Area, adjacent to 
Cassington Gravel Pit County Wildlife Site.  • Contains Wet Wood & Swamp 
Wildlife Site and is in close proximity to Oxford Meadows Special Area of 
Conservation and Oxey Meadows BBOWT Reserve.  • The site is also close 
to Pixey and Yarton Meads SSSI and Special Area of Conservation and the 
drainage regime must be considered.  • The site either borders or surrounds a 
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main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.  • Working at this site would secure continuation of 
employment.  • Site is less than 250m from a historic landfill site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network.  • Mineral from the site could be transported via conveyor to 
existing processor Cassington Quarry, thus no additional traffic impact.  • 
Some footpaths could be temporarily diverted.  • After 20+ years of surveying 
and monitoring the hydrology there is a good understanding of water flows 
and proven mitigation measures. 
 
Potential after-use 
• A strategic approach to planning and restoration has the potential to deliver, 
across multiple sites, significant biodiversity and local community benefits.  In 
conjunction with nearby sites the area has the potential to make a significant 
difference to the Oxfordshire Biodiversity Action Plan.  As part of a strategic 
approach to minerals sites restoration this site has the potential to be part of a 
wetland that could be significant on a European scale. 
 
 
Site SG-17: Land between River Thames and A415, Culham/Clifton 
Hampden 
Number of responses: 20 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Area is used extensively for recreation such as walking.  • The Thames Path 
runs through the area.  • The character of the Upper Thames could be 
compromised by noise and visual intrusion.  • The visual impact on the 
landscape when looking from Sinodun Hills (The Clumps).  • The area forms 
part of the Oxfordshire Green Belt.  • There are concerns about the 
implications for flooding in the area.  • Land adjacent to the River Thames has 
experienced significant flooding.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main 
river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.  • Site contains an area of licensed water extraction.  • 
Concerns about the loss of economy to Store and Post Office dependent on 
river traffic and the Primary School who derive >£1,000 from mooring 
donations.  • Felt to be an insufficient buffer zone between the site and Clifton 
Hampden.  • Issues of noise relating to conveyor movements particularly with 
respect to the villages of Culham, Clifton Hampden, Long Wittenham and 
Little Wittenham.  • A Roman road exists in the vicinity. This is in the 
Fullamore Plantation (SAM Oxon 147) bounded on 3 sides by the site and 
marked by iron-ago crop circles.  • The land is ancient farming land – records 
of farming activity date back to 1408. Old hedgerows run from Fullamore Farm 
as far as Culham Ditch.  • There are likely to be archaeological sites in the 
western outliers of the concentrated settlement cell around Dorchester and 
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Wittenham Clumps.  • There are fears of an increase in HGV traffic on the 
A415 as material is transported for processing.  • There are concerns 
regarding the transport implications of operations at this site, particularly safe 
access to and from the A34.  • Access to the A415 from Abingdon is a 
congestion point. Similarly the Culham Bridge is heavily congested.  This was 
also taken into account when permission was granted for the waste 
composting facility at Culham.  • The area houses nesting sites for red kites, 
herds of Muntjac deer, skylarks amongst other species.  • Fields adjacent to 
the river are used as winter feeding grounds for groups of swans.  • The A415 
houses a small parking area for trainspotters.  • Fullamoor Farm was sold in 
lots to other local farmers.  • Policies C3 (character of the River Thames and 
its valley), C4 (visual character of the landscape), C5 (loss of best agricultural 
land), C9 (loss of historic landscape), CON 11 (protection of archaeology), 
GB4 (development in Green Belt) of the South Oxfordshire Local Plan may 
apply.  • Fullamoor Farmhouse currently houses a small but highly valuable 
herd of Alpacas.  • Site is 9.5km west of RAF Benson, 10km south west of 
Chalgrove Airfield and 8km south east of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• It is felt that the site is difficult to screen without compromising the local 
landscape.  • The existing footpaths may not be able to find alternative routes.  
• It is thought that a bund could be established between the site and the 
residential properties.  • A tunnel could be considered under the railway line to 
avoid use of the A415.  • Widening the farm track and re-surfacing may be 
necessary, but would increase traffic on the High Street in Clifton Hampden.  • 
Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network.  • If extracted sand and gravel could be conveyed across the 
Thames, possibly via conveyor, this would mitigate the negative impacts on 
Culham and Clifton Hampden. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Restoration back to its original state before working if preferred.  • It is felt 
that a water-based restoration would alter the landscape and destroy the 
context of historical monuments in the area.  • It is believed that this site offers 
an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire 
meets its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South 
East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further 
investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage to 
existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of existing conservation 
interest).  • In conjunction with nearby sites (excluding the SSSI, the County 
Wildlife Site and the Special Area of Conservation), the site has the potential 
for one of the largest wetland restoration areas in the county.  • Preference for 
mixed restoration not just water.  • The high water table would make landfill an 
impractical restoration possibility. 
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Site SG-18: Land between A415 and River Windrush, South of Standlake 
Number of responses: 17 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concern about destroying the rural/agricultural environment of Standlake 
and the impact of cumulative working on the landscape in the area.  • The 
area is part of a few remaining open pasture and arable field landscapes. 
Replacement by gravel workings is feared to cause irreparable damage.  • 
The direct route to the South via the A415 is closed to HGV’s at Newbridge.  • 
The A415 is single track and has a poor safety record.  • Increased numbers 
of heavy vehicles on the roads – particularly unclassified roads – are of 
concern, including New Bridge and the A415.  • The site is considered to have 
good access onto A415.  • Impact of noise and vibration on residents’ lives a 
worry.  • The effect on the hydrology of the area was a factor amongst 
respondents, as many of the residents in the area use private wells.  • The 
site either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is 
normally required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent 
degradation of flow through lowering of the water table.  • There are several 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments close to the site and the effect on local 
archaeology is a concern.  • It is noted that the deposit either side of the A415 
is shallow, and that the estimated total yield seems too high.  • It is felt that the 
inclusion of this site alters the balance of argument of any future application 
for mineral extraction in favour of the applicant.  • Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Regulations makes a requirement for the proper consideration of 
cumulative impact of gravel extraction – particularly relevant to Lower 
Windrush Valley & Northmoor.  • Working at this site as a continuation of other 
sites would make a conveyor commercially viable.  • The use of a conveyor 
moving the spoils across land to Stanton Quarry would bring noise and 
pollution to Northmoor Village.  • There may be an increased risk of flooding 
that could be exacerbated by climate change.  • Site is 12km from RAF 
Benson and 8.5km west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• There is concern that any impacts may not be adequately mitigated in the 
area.  • Adverse hydrological impacts could be mitigated by combination of 
monitoring, clay sealing, ditches and standoffs to enable continued 
groundwater flow; and careful location of peripheral bunds to allow continued 
surface water flow. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Returning the area to its existing pasture / woodland ecosystems and 
providing safer public amenities (e.g. footpaths).  • It is believed that this site 
offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help 
Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan, 
South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further 
investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage to 
existing biodiversity interest. 
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Site SG-19: Bridge Farm, Appleford (Extension to Sutton Courtenay 
Quarry) 
Number of responses: 9 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concerns about increased and ongoing heavy vehicle movements to and 
from the existing Sutton Courtenay site.  • Conditions on existing sites that 
control vehicle movements / speeds are deemed to be too easily relaxed.  • 
There are concerns regarding the transport implications of operations at this 
site, particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • The character of the 
Upper Thames could be compromised by noise and visual intrusion.  • This 
would include enjoyment of the Thames Path.  • The long-term maintenance 
of sites once worked is viewed as a big issue to overcome.  • Site is 10.5km 
west of RAF Benson, 9.5km south west of Chalgrove Airfield and 7km south 
east of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • There are concerns about the 
implications for flooding in the area.  • The site either borders or surrounds a 
main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.  • Site contains an area of licensed water extraction.  • 
Working would provide continued employment.  • The proposed site is 
adjacent to a historic landfill site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network.  • Soil bunds could be used to screen the site.  • By working the 
site as continuation of Sutton Courtenay Quarry, and conveying material from 
the site, there would be no extra traffic impact. 
 
Potential after-use 
• In conjunction with nearby sites (excluding SSSI, County Wildlife Sites and 
Special Areas of Conservation) the area has the potential for one of the 
largest wetland restoration areas in the county and has the potential to make 
a significant contribution to the Oxfordshire Biodiversity Action Plan.  • The 
high water table would make landfill an impractical restoration possibility. 
 
 
Site SG-20: Land between Eynsham, Cassington and River Thames 
Number of responses: 21 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The area is within the Green Belt where special provisions apply. • South of 
the A40 is a designated Area of High Landscape Value.  • The Eynsham 
Village Design Statement (2005) emphasises the importance of the area in 
terms of its recreation and visual importance.  • Loss of agricultural land.  • 
Loss of tranquillity and landscape character.  • Loss of historic countryside.  • 
The Council had promised to dual the A40 before any workings were 
permitted.  • B4044 (Swinford Toll Bridge) is unsuitable for gravel lorries.  
Swinford Bridge is listed and privately owned: 3p of the 5p toll go toward 
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repairs.  • Newbridge is no longer open to HGVs (18t limit). Vehicles should 
cross the Thames on the A34, routed via the A415 to Ducklington and via the 
A40 to Wolvercote and Peartree to the A34.  • Eynsham ring road (B4449) is 
heavily congested.  • Many vehicles ignore this routeing, passing through 
Sutton, the Eynsham southern bypass and Swinford Bridge on the B4044 to 
join the A34 or A420 at Botley.  • A40 single carriageway is at high capacity 
with east and west traffic especially. Existing road network will not cope 
adequately with increase lorry traffic.  • Lorry traffic may divert through 
Cassington village which is implementing traffic calming measures.  • The site 
is within Oxford Meadows and Farmoor Conservation Target Area, adjacent to 
Wytham Woods SSSI and close to Cassington Gravel Pits County Wildlife 
Site and Cassington Meadows Special Area of Conservation.  • The site is 
host to fallow deer in the fields and hedgerows in the proposed site, and a 
large number of rabbits and possibly badgers, amongst others.  • This stretch 
of the Thames is home to large number of swans, ducks, moorhens, coots, 
herons and grebes.  • Owls, other birds of prey, green woodpeckers, 
greenfinches, goldfinches, chaffinches, fieldfares, yellowhammers, sparrows, 
dunnocks, blue tits, thrushes and robins also inhabit the area, and there are 
concerns that their food supply may be affected or contaminated.  • Concerns 
that restoration will be water-based, affecting the quality of life of local 
communities due to the introduction of non-native species such as sea gulls. 
This sort of restoration is also deemed to alter the character and microclimate 
of this landscape.  • There have yet to be any in depth independent 
environmental or hydrological studies produced for this Thames Flood Plain.  • 
There will be loss of amenity, landscape character and habitat.  • The 
Evenlode flows across the site.  • The water table will be adversely affected as 
will the floodplain.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river 
watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings 
and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • The site is the same as that proposed in 1991 – 94 covering the area 
between the villages of Eynsham and Cassington and the flood plain of the 
Evenlode Valley between the two.  • Listed buildings (e.g. Eynsham Mill) were 
not considered in 1991 – 94, and the Secretary of State ordered full 
environmental appraisal and the applications were abandoned.  • Loss of rich 
heritage as part of the Upper Thames area.  • Close to Roman settlements.  • 
An application in 2006 violated the “Jodrell Bank principle that high technology 
needs clean air and no dust, dirt or other interference with its environment”.  • 
Oxford Magnet Technology is located adjacent to the site. The importance of 
this site is emphasised by West Oxfordshire District Council in terms of its 
employment and environmental opportunities.  • Site is also close to Siemens 
and there is a concern regarding dust and viability of business.  • Wharf Farm 
is County owned. Possible conflict of interest if the Council could make a profit 
from it.  • The area is subject to periodic easterly winds that may throw dust 
and pollution into Eynsham, and increase the effect of noise.  • School Piece 
Field to the North of Cassington Road has a lease of ~30 years and needs 
protecting from dust, noise and visual disturbance (cricket and croquet field).  
• Brize Norton is 12miles from the site, and is on the line from the approach 
radio beacon at South Leigh. • The flight path passes 610m above the site. •   
Expansion of Brize Norton will increase traffic on the A40 as well.  Also site is 
10km north of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Oxford/Kidlington airport has 
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aircraft flying on the instrument approach runway 01 passing over the site at 
400m above ground level.  • Due to the close proximity of the airport, any 
activity which might attract birds, such as water development, waste handling 
or landfill, could have a detrimental effect.  • The planning consent at 
Cassington/Yarnton stipulates that the processing plant be dismantled once 
the minerals have been fully worked.  • Extraction at the site takes emphasis 
away from aggregate recycling.  • There is feeling that West Oxfordshire has 
had to deal with aggregate working for many years and it would be unfair to 
carry this on in the area.  • There are concerns about the cumulative impact of 
multiple workings.  • When combined with adjoining sites, this represents 387 
hectares which is felt to be unacceptable. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Good potential to mitigate visual impact by combination of screen bunds, 
phased working and retention and strengthening of existing vegetation.  • 
Mineral could be conveyed from site, via old railway line, thus no increased 
traffic impact.  • Impact on archaeological remains could be mitigated with 
implementation of a programme of archaeological work including detailed 
recording of significant deposits. 
 
Potential after-use 
• If restoration is to lakes, then it is proposed that these could be used for a 
marina for river craft or utilised as reed beds to serve the thatching industry.  • 
It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high 
priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, 
but with the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to ensure 
that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest. 
 
 
Site SG-21: Beef Unit Extension, Gill Mill Quarry, South Leigh, Witney 
Number of responses: 15 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is currently one of the few remaining areas of original agricultural profile 
of the Lower Windrush Valley.  • The sheer volume of gravel works have 
reached saturation point in the area.  The Lower Windrush Valley has already 
suffered extensive damage to the historical, environmental and ecological 
character of the entire valley due to gravel workings.  • The two fritillery fields, 
which are of national importance, will be isolated and could be damaged by 
any change in the watertable.  • Site is within Lower Windrush Valley 
Conservation Target Area and close to Ducklington Mead SSSI.  • The impact 
on local residences would be significant and would include environmental 
degradation, air pollution, noise pollution and loss of local amenity.  • Any 
vehicle access must be via Gill Mill only.  • There are concerns about 
increased numbers of lorries of Oxfordshire’s road system.  • The proposed 
site is likely to create a flood risk.  • The site either borders or surrounds a 
main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.  • Site is 8.5km east of RAF Brize Norton and 12km north 
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west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford 
Airport, any activity which might attract birds, such as water development, 
waste handling or landfill, could have a detrimental effect. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• A reduction in scale would be vital.  • Measures would have to include 
comprehensive bunding for visual and noise screening, restrictions on working 
hours, noise levels and traffic movements as well as a reduction in scale to 
preserve wildlife corridors, reduce environmental degradation and minimise 
the risk of flooding. 
 
Potential after-use 
• There is already a surplus of open water in the area but if lakes were 
unavoidable, they should be restricted to quiet sanctuaries for wildlife.  • The 
MOD has no objection to this site if the site is subject to restoration options 
being established to take account of aerodrome safeguarding needs and the 
cumulative affect of wetland creation on air safety.  • It is believed that this site 
offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help 
Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that 
further investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage 
to existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of existing conservation 
interest).  • In conjunction with nearby sites, the site has the potential to be a 
significant wetland restoration area in the county and the potential to make a 
significant contribution to the Oxfordshire BAP. 
 
 
Site SG-22: Ducklington Farm, extension to Gill Mill Quarry, Ducklington, 
Witney 
Number of responses: 16 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is adjacent to the Ducklington Mead SSSI (Grid Ref: SP363077).  • 
Concern that dewatering of the site will have a large impact on the rare 
snakeshead fritillary growing in an adjacent field that might result in their 
complete loss.  • The SSSI is one of a few country-wide sites where the rare 
and declining fritillary fritillaria meleagris grows naturally.  The site also 
includes the saw-wort serratula tinctora, dropwort filipendula vulgaris, betony 
stachys officinalis and lady’s bedstraw gallium verum.  • Site is within Lower 
Windrush Valley Conservation Target Area.  • The two fritillery fields, which 
are of national importance, will be isolated and could be damaged by any 
change in the watertable.  • Site is 8.75km east of RAF Brize Norton and 
12.8km northwest of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Due to the close proximity 
of Oxford Airport, any activity which might attract birds, such as water 
development, waste handling or landfill, could have a detrimental effect.  • 
There are concerns about increased numbers of lorries on Oxfordshire’s road 
system.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A 
buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings and 
watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.   
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Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• The site is subject to restoration options being established to take account of 
aerodrome safeguarding needs and the cumulative affect of wetland creation 
on air safety.  • It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an 
area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK 
BAP, but with the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to 
ensure that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest (excluding 
areas of existing conservation interest).  • In conjunction with nearby sites, 
has the potential to be a significant wetland restoration area in the county and 
the potential to make a significant contribution to the Oxfordshire BAP. 
 
 
Site SG-23: Windrush North, western extension to Gill Mill Quarry, 
Ducklington 
Number of responses: 15 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is adjacent to the Ducklington Mead SSSI (Grid Ref: SP363077).  • 
Concern that dewatering of the site will have a large impact on the rare 
snakeshead fritillary growing in an adjacent field that might result in their 
complete loss.  • The SSSI is one of a few country-wide sites where the rare 
and declining fritillary fritillaria meleagris grows naturally.  The site also 
includes the saw-wort serratula tinctora, dropwort filipendula vulgaris, betony 
stachys officinalis and lady’s bedstraw gallium verum.  • Site is within Lower 
Windrush Valley Conservation Target Area.  • The two fritillery fields, which 
are of national importance, will be isolated and could be damaged by any 
change in the watertable.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river 
watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings 
and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • The close proximity of the site to Ducklington village is of concern. 
Properties may be within 30m of the boundary of the site, resulting in noise 
and dust pollution.  • The site houses footpath no. FP 3 regularly used and a 
link to Witney along Witney FP 15. Access to the Windrush Walk FP 3 will be 
prevented.  • Site is 8.5km east of RAF Brize Norton.  • Due to the close 
proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which might attract birds, such as 
water development, waste handling or landfill, could have a detrimental effect. 
• There are concerns about increased numbers of lorries on Oxfordshire’s 
road system. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
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Potential after-use 
• Restoration must take account of aerodrome safeguarding needs and the 
cumulative affect of wetland creation on air safety.  • It is believed that this site 
offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help 
Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that 
further investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage 
to existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of existing conservation 
interest).  • In conjunction with nearby sites, this area has the potential to be a 
significant wetland restoration area in the county and the potential to make a 
significant contribution to the Oxfordshire BAP. 
 
 
Site SG-24: Land south of A40, Cogges, Witney, adjacent to Gill Mill 
Quarry (South Leigh) 
Number of responses: 15 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is within close proximity to the Ducklington Mead SSSI.  • Concern that 
dewatering of the site will have a large impact on the rare snakeshead fritillary 
growing in an adjacent field that might result in their complete loss.  • The 
SSSI is one of a few country-wide sites where the rare and declining fritillary 
fritillaria meleagris grows naturally.  The site also includes the saw-wort 
serratula tinctora, dropwort filipendula vulgaris, betony stachys officinalis and 
lady’s bedstraw gallium verum.  • Site is within Lower Windrush Valley 
Conservation Target Area.  • The two fritillery fields, which are of national 
importance, will be isolated and could be damaged by any change in the 
watertable.  • There does not appear to be an ecological study of the effects of 
the proposals.  • A hydrology study is needed as it is deemed that there would 
be a greater impact of water retention by the land in wet periods than gravel 
pits with a resultant worsening of the control of flood water.  • The site either 
borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally 
required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation 
of flow through lowering of the water table.  • The works would blight the 
landscape and be detrimental to the visual amenity of the area and the 
residents, and adversely affect/destroy the biodiversity of the area.  Works 
would be prominent from A40 and other public vantage points.  • The works 
would create noise nuisance and affect the air quality with creation of dust.  • 
The site is too close to existing dwellings and settlements.  • The road 
infrastructure is inadequate for the purpose of servicing such workings and 
may make the roads more dangerous.  • Site is 8.75km east of RAF Brize 
Norton.  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which 
might attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, 
could have a detrimental effect. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
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Potential after-use 
• Restoration options must be established to take account of aerodrome 
safeguarding needs and the cumulative affect of wetland creation on air 
safety.  • It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of 
high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, 
but with the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to ensure 
that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of 
existing conservation interest).  • In conjunction with nearby sites, the area 
has the potential to be a significant wetland area in the county and the 
potential to make a significant contribution to the Oxfordshire BAP. 
 
 
Site SG-25: Manor Farm North, Standlake Road, Hardwick 
Number of responses: 23 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concern over post-extraction lakes creating an altered landscape.  • There is 
a concern that Hardwick will effectively be marooned.  • Also concern over the 
long term effect on hydrology including flood risk.  • The site either borders or 
surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required 
between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow 
through lowering of the water table.  • There are worries over the level of 
water in the River Windrush that may have been affected by constant mineral 
extraction in the area.  • There are fears over the increase of HGV traffic on 
the A40, and concerns over the decrease in road safety.  • Routeing 
agreements are deemed to not be effective in enforcing speed limits and 
weight limits are often not observed.  • Impact upon setting of Hardwick 
Conservation Area.  • Archaeological surveys are deemed to be of importance 
prior to working.  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity 
which might attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or 
landfill, could have a detrimental effect.  • Site is 9km east of RAF Brize 
Norton and 11km north west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Isolated site 
with no processing plant in vicinity. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• After-use to landfill is seen as inappropriate.  • Restoration options must take 
account of aerodrome safeguarding needs and the cumulative affect of 
wetland creation on air safety.  • Potential wetland creation, river restoration 
and floodplain habitat creation.  • Concerns about prior poor records of 
restoration. • Existing pasture/woodland ecosystems are interesting and 
valued as restoration schemes, not just reed-beds. 



Minerals Site Proposals and Policies Document: Issues and Options 2007 

Consultation Summary Report 45

Site SG-26: Manor Farm South, Standlake Road, Hardwick/Standlake 
Number of responses: 21 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concern over post-extraction lakes creating an altered landscape.  • There is 
a concern that Hardwick will effectively be marooned.  • Impact upon setting of 
Hardwick Conservation Area.  • Existing pasture/woodland ecosystems are 
interesting and valued as restoration schemes, not just reed-beds.  • Also 
concern over the long term effect on hydrology including flood risk.  • The site 
either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is 
normally required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent 
degradation of flow through lowering of the water table.  • There are fears over 
the increase of HGV traffic on the A40 and A415 and concerns over the 
decrease in road safety.  • Routeing agreements are deemed to not be 
effective in enforcing speed limits and weight limits are often not observed.  • 
The A415 at Cokethorpe is an accident black spot.  • Site is 9km east of RAF 
Brize Norton and 11km northwest of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Isolated 
site with no processing plant in vicinity.  • There might be archaeological 
implications. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• There are no objections to the inclusion of this site as long as the site is 
subject to restoration options being established to take account of aerodrome 
safeguarding needs and the cumulative affect of wetland creation on air 
safety.  • Concerns about prior poor records of restoration. 
 
 
Site SG-27: Vicarage Pit, Cogges Lane, Stanton Harcourt 
Number of responses: 30 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The area is of high landscape value and very flat.  • Concern over post-
extraction lakes creating an altered landscape.  • Existing pasture/woodland 
ecosystems are interesting and valued as restoration schemes, not just reed-
beds.  • Concerns that extensive extraction of aggregates has compromised 
the original natural Landscape Character.  • The site falls within the Thames 
and Avon Vales Natural Areas (Natural England). Contains many important 
wildlife habitats and both local and nationally important Biodiversity Action 
Plan species including Barn Owls, buzzards and Red Kites; also otters and 
water voles.  • Several important fish species exist in the River Windrush 
around Beard Mill that are highly sensitive to changes in water flows such as 
trout, barbell (BAP Species), bullhead (BAP Species) and gudgeon.  • The 
area is home to ground nesting birds such as partridge, snipe, sky lark and 
meadow pipits. Redwing and fieldfare visit in winter.  • Rare orchids and 
teasel grow on the land and Public Right of Way through it is used by walkers 
and ornithologists.  • There have also been sightings of less common species 
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including Red Kite spotted over Sutton and Stanton Harcourt.  • The River 
Windrush runs beneath Beard Mill.  • The Environment Agency has advised 
that this section of the River Windrush contains one of Britain’s most important 
populations of Red Data Book 2 (Nationally Vulnerable) Thames Ramshorn 
Snails (Gyraulus acronicus).  This species is now only found in 3 rivers in 
Britain and the population at Beard Mill is considered to be the best in the 
Windrush. The snails live in the reedy margins and are sensitive to any falls in 
water levels.  • An ecological and hydrological survey should be carried out 
prior to any working taking place.  • The site either borders or surrounds a 
main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.  • There are fears over the increase of HGV traffic on 
unclassified roads, and concerns over the decrease in road safety.  • Routeing 
agreements are deemed to not be effective in enforcing speed limits and 
weight limits are often not observed.  • There was a recent accident on the 
B4449 as a result of heavy vehicles using unsuitable roads.  • There is 
currently no weight or speed limit on the road and it is single track.  • There 
are worries over the level of water in the River Windrush that may have been 
affected by constant mineral extraction in the area.  • The site lies on the 
Thames Floodplain. Concerns that flood risk may increase in the next 20-100 
years due to global warming.  • Also concern over the long term effect on 
hydrology.  • Some residential properties within the site rely on water from 
boreholes drilled within the site area.  • The adjacent Stanton Harcourt village 
is a conservation area and has within it many Grade 2 listed buildings 
including Beard Mill. This has been short-listed for the Grand Designs 
Restoration of the Year 2007 award and the Royal Institute of British 
Architects Conservation Award 2007.  • Workings within such close proximity 
to housing are viewed to be inconsiderate to residents, and there are 
concerns over devaluing of property.  • Fears over increasing air pollution and 
noise if working in the area occurred. • Tar Road/Cogges Lane is on the 
Oxfordshire Cycle Route.  • There is aerial evidence of archaeological 
remains.  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which 
might attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, 
could cause birdstrike.  • Site is 10km east of RAF Brize Norton and 9.5km 
northwest of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • If use of the current conveyor is to 
be extended, this would adversely impact on the amenity of Gill Mill House 
and of the restored areas, as residents were led to believe that it would only 
be a fixture for the duration of Tar Farm workings, due to complete by 
2010/2011.  • Retention of the conveyor would also impact on the restoration 
of sites currently being worked and would undermine the principle of 
minimising environmental damage.  • Concerns about the scale of the 
proposed site.  • Would reintroduce extraction into an area which has now 
been restored.  • The proposed site is less than 50m from an authorised 
landfill and adjacent to a historic landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Connecting the nearby residential properties to the mains water supply could 
be a mitigating measure; however there are concerns over cost.  • An 
alternative method of transporting gravel should be found. 
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Potential after-use 
• There is a surplus of open water in the area but if lakes were unavoidable 
they should be restricted to quiet wildlife sanctuaries.  • Restoration options 
must take account of aerodrome safeguarding needs and the cumulative 
affect of wetland creation on air safety.  • Potential wetland creation, river 
restoration and floodplain habitat creation. 
 
 
Site SG-28: Guy Lakes North, adjacent B4449, Stanton Harcourt 
Number of responses: 24 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concern about more post-extraction lakes.  • Impact on the landscape 
affecting views, local footpaths etc is of concern to residents.  • Impact upon 
existing recreational uses of adjoining land.  • Concern about heavy lorries on 
roads, in particular unclassified roads. A recent accident on the B4449 was 
due to HGV travelling at excessive speeds.  • Respondents are concerned 
about increasing air pollution and noise, and note that routeing agreements 
limiting speed and weight are often not observed by drivers.  • Some 
residential properties within the site rely on water from boreholes drilled within 
the site area.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  
A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings and 
watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • The area contains sites of historic interest and value.  • The adjacent 
Stanton Harcourt village is a conservation area and has within it many Grade 
2 listed buildings including Beard Mill. This has been short-listed for the Grand 
Designs Restoration of the Year 2007 award and the Royal Institute of British 
Architects Conservation Award 2007.  • The site falls within the Thames and 
Avon Vales Natural Areas which contains many important wildlife habitats, 
both local and nationally important Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species 
including Barn Owls, buzzards and Red Kites; also otters and water voles.  • 
Several important fish species exist in the River Windrush around Beard Mill 
that are highly sensitive to changes in water flows such as trout, barbell (BAP 
Species), bullhead (BAP Species) and gudgeon.  • The area is home to 
ground nesting birds such as partridge, snipe, sky lark and meadow pipits. 
Redwing and fieldfare visit in winter.  • The River Windrush runs beneath 
Beard Mill.  • It is advised that this section of the River Windrush contains one 
of Britain’s most important populations of Red Data Book 2 (Nationally 
Vulnerable) Thames Ramshorn Snails (Gyraulus acronicus).  This species is 
now only found in 3 rivers in Britain and the population at Beard Mill is 
considered to be the best in the Windrush. The snails live in the reedy 
margins and are sensitive to any falls in water levels.  • Site is 11km east of 
Brize Norton and 9.75km north west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • If use 
of the current, partially existing conveyor is to be extended, this would 
adversely impact on the amenity of Gill Mill House and of the restored areas, 
as residents were led to believe that it would only be a fixture for the duration 
of Tar Farm workings, due to complete by 2010/2011.  • Retention of the 
conveyor would also impact on the restoration of sites currently being worked 
and would undermine the principle of minimising environmental damage.  • 
Would reintroduce extraction into an area which has now been restored.  • 
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The proposed site is less than 250m from a current authorised landfill and less 
than 250m from a historic landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• An alternative method of transporting gravel should be found. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Restoration to existing pasture/woodland ecosystems is seen as interesting 
and valued.  • Restoration should provide increased safety on footpaths.  • 
There is a surplus of open water in the area but if lakes were unavoidable they 
should be restricted to quiet wildlife sanctuaries.  • Potential wetland creation, 
river restoration and floodplain habitat creation.  • Restoration options must 
take account of aerodrome safeguarding needs and the cumulative affect of 
wetland creation on air safety. 
 
 
Site SG-29: Sutton Farm, Sutton, Stanton Harcourt and Pinkhill Farm 
Number of responses: 49 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The River Thames environment is essential for recreation and enjoyment.  • 
Changes to the landscape would affect residents’ quality of life.  • Existing 
pasture and woodland ecosystems are interesting and valued.  • Rights of 
way that cross the proposed site (linking Sutton Village and Eynsham and 
Sutton and Stanton Harcourt with River Thames) will be compromised and 
recreational use will be severely impacted.  • Site represents the remaining 
areas that have original natural landscape character (alluvial lowlands and 
river meadowlands) and should remain in terms of its heritage value for the 
future.  • Post-extraction lakes are unsightly and access is often not allowed.  • 
Extraction would affect the prime farmland.  • Loss of historic countryside.  • 
The site is within Oxford Meadows and Farmoor Conservation Target Area 
and close to Swinford Toll Bridge County Wildlife Site and Wytham Woods 
SSSI.  • The site is within the Thames and Avon Vales Natural Areas as 
designated by Natural England and contains important wildlife habitats (wet 
grassland, grazing marsh, ditches and hedgerows) and local and national 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species, including Barn Owls, Little Owls, 
Tawny Owls, Lapwing, Grey Partridge, Snipe, Sky Lark, Meadow Pipit and 
Red Kites.  • Extraction would have a detrimental effect on local wildlife of the 
area, which is home to fallow deer, rabbits and other small mammals, swans, 
ducks, moorhens, coots, herons, grebes, woodpeckers, greenfinches, 
goldfinches, chaffinches, fieldfares, yellowhammers, sparrows, dunnocks, 
blue tits, thrushes and robins.  • Gravel extraction will increase the flood risk 
by reducing the buffering effect of natural flood plains which would result in 
higher home insurance costs and potential periodic drops in the water table 
which can be a problem for those with wells.  • The site either borders or 
surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required 
between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow 
through lowering of the water table.  • Extraction and transportation would 
create noise nuisance and dust which would affect the air quality and asthma 
sufferers in particular.  • The development will be against the boundaries of 
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many residential homes.  • House prices will be affected.  • Area extends too 
close to Oxford Magnet Technology, which needs clean air under the Jodrell 
Bank Principle and little vibration, and there are concerns it might have to 
relocate.  • County Council sold off 90-100 acres of this land not that long ago; 
any retained financial interest should be declared.  • Concerns about heavy 
lorries on roads, especially unclassified roads – danger to pedestrians and 
cyclists, noise and vibrations disturb residents, routing agreements are not 
currently enforced, speed limits and weight limits often not observed, puts 
people at risk and deters walking, cycling and horse riding while damaging 
roads, verges and bridges (both lorries associated with sand and gravel 
extraction and businesses co-locating at quarries such as recycling, block 
manufacturing, rock crushing, etc).  • Concerns that Sutton already has traffic 
from Linch Hill / Dix Pit extraction and the B4449 is a narrow country road that 
is congested most of the daytime and is not suited for greater volumes of 
traffic and larger lorries.   • Concerns that the A40, A415 and B4449 will all 
experience higher traffic volumes and that these are all single carriage roads 
with some noted accident black spots.  • There are sites of historical interest 
and value around the Village.  • The proposed site is close to conservation 
areas with many Grade 2 listed buildings and there are fears about land 
subsidence and that active industrialisation is against the tenor of the 
Planning (Listed buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and is 400m 
from Stanton Harcourt Manor which has several Grade 1 listed structures, 
including the largest medieval kitchen in Britain.  • The site is 400m north of 
an old farm which has historical relevance back 600yrs and archaeological 
evidence of settlement from 900AD (Oxford Archaeological Survey 1990).  • 
Recent archaeological excavations at Stanton Harcourt by Oxford 
Archaeology have turned out to be some of the most important in Europe and 
the area holds future potential.  • Previous sand and gravel extractors have a 
poor record of considering local residents.  • The Strategic Environmental 
Assessment regulations now require that consideration is given to the 
cumulative effects.  • Site is 12.8km east of RAF Brize Norton and 9.75km 
north west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Exclude the County Wildlife Site from the nomination. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Limited restoration possibilities due to close proximity of dwellings.  • Filling 
with household waste would be environmentally unacceptable in terms of 
health and welfare of local residents.  • Concerns over number of lakes in 
area already.  • The RSPB believes that this site offers an opportunity to 
deliver an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations 
under the Local BAP, South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the 
caveat that further investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is 
no damage to existing biodiversity interest.  • In conjunction with nearby sites, 
the area has the potential for significant wet land restoration which will help 
achieve Oxfordshire BAP.  • This area is part of a large floodplain with 
massive potential for wetland creation and floodplain habitat creation. 
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Site SG-30: Home Farm, Brighthampton, Standlake 
Number of responses: 38 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concern about more lakes and less fields around Standlake.  • Existing 
woodland and pasture ecosystems are interesting and of value.  • The 
extraction would cause the destruction of an area of natural beauty, including 
three ancient tracks including Calais Lane, which is currently enjoyed by 
walkers, cyclists and horse riders and have a detrimental effect of the current 
wildlife, including deer, badgers, hares, partridges, owls, yellowhammers, 
woodpeckers and sparrows.  • The current and proposed sites would amount 
to a large extraction area and the area is already overexploited and the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment Regulations now require that the 
cumulative effect and the effect of excessive excavation are considered.  • 
Concerns that extraction would reduce the water table and reduce the 
availability of groundwater, both of which could result in subsidence of local 
buildings.  • The water retention potential of the land would be affected and 
result in worsening control of flood water.  • At least 1 pair of Barn Owls nest 
at the proposed site and are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 
1981.  • Concern about heavy lorries on unclassified roads and A415, 
especially at accident black spot around Cokethorpe.  • Lorries are a danger 
to pedestrians and cyclists.  • Noise and vibrations disturb residents.  • 
Routing agreements are not enforced, weight limits often not observed, 
especially at Newbridge, this deters walking, cycling and horse riding while 
damaging roads, verges and bridges.  • Lorries have been seen exceeding 
speed limits and going round roundabouts the wrong way which puts people 
at risk.  • Site will increase traffic on A415 and B4449 which are already busy 
and narrow through Brighthampton and Standlake.  • Removal by road would 
increase traffic levels on the already busy A40.  • There is no route to the 
south of the County from Standlake due to weight limit on road.  • Noise would 
be a nuisance and would be intensified due to the prevailing wind.  • 
Excavation would cause severe disruption to businesses and properties in the 
Brighthampton area.  • Dust from gravel extractions have been recorded to 
carry high levels of particular matter, including silica, which is detrimental to 
health, especially for the elderly and the very young and dust can affect 
asthma and dust allergy sufferers.  • House prices could be affected.  • 
Previous extraction sites have been poorly restored.  • This area is an 
emerging tourist area and an extraction site could deter tourists.  • Site is 
9.5km east of RAF Brize Norton and 10km northwest of Dalton Barracks 
Aerodrome.  • There might be archaeological implications. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts 
 
Potential after-use 
• Restoration possibilities are limited due to the close proximity of existing 
dwellings.  • Filling with household waste would be unacceptable in terms of 
health and welfare of residents.  • The only acceptable after use is the original 
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use.  • Potential wetland creation, river restoration and floodplain habitat 
creation.  • Concerns about prior poor records of restoration. 
 
 
Site SG-31: Land east of Sutton, Stanton Harcourt 
Number of responses: 41 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Existing extraction sites have already caused the loss of much natural 
heritage and impacted on historical monuments around Sutton and Stanton 
Harcourt.  • Prior restoration has been lakes and not natural agricultural 
landscape so productive land and ecosystems have been lost.  • Waste 
management at Dix Pit has been poorly managed and resulted in infestations 
of flies, rubbish in the village, contamination of streams and 6 months of 
hydrogen sulphide releases.  • Previous extraction has been noisy and dirty 
and extraction companies have had poor records of cleanliness, noise 
reduction and consultation.  • The Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Regulations require that consideration is given to the cumulative effects of 
workings.  • Quarrying would be visually intrusive to residents and would 
effectively turn the community into an island in an industrial landscape, which 
would adversely affect house prices.  • Gravel extraction would produce dust 
which would affect asthma sufferers.  • Extensively used public right of ways, 
walkways and bridle paths will be lost, including part of the Thames path.  • 
Site is within Oxford Meadows and Farmoor Conservation Target Areas and 
adjacent to Farmoor County Wildlife Site.  • The site is within the Thames and 
Avon Vales Natural Areas, as designated by Natural England, and contains 
important wildlife habitats (wet grassland, grazing marsh, ditches and 
hedgerows) and contains local and national Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 
species, with Barn Owl nesting reported in 2006 and Red Kites seen.  Other 
species affected include little owls, tawny owls, otters, roe deer, hares, 
kingfishers, buzzards, lapwing, grey partridge, snipe, sky lark and meadow 
pipit.  • The site is one of the remaining areas of original alluvial lowlands and 
river meadowlands.  • The area is subject to significant flood risk, according to 
the Environment Agency flood risk maps, gravel works would reduce the 
natural buffering effects of the current flood plains and post-quarry lakes 
would reduce the areas ability to cope with floods further.  • The site either 
borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally 
required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation 
of flow through lowering of the water table.  • Gravel workings would lead to 
increased traffic on already busy roads with several accident black spots and 
would affect the safety of walkers, cyclists and equestrians.  • The increased 
traffic would also mean increased noise and air pollution.  Weight and speed 
limits are not currently enforced in the area.  • The site would be located 150m 
from an old farm with historical relevance back at least 600yrs and 
archaeological evidence of settlement back to 900AD (Oxford Archaeological 
Survey 1990).  • Both Sutton and Stanton Harcourt have Conservation Areas 
which contain Grade 2 listed buildings and Stanton Harcourt Manor has 
several Grade 1 listed structures which could be threatened by land 
subsidence caused by the gravel works as they do not have foundations.  • 
Site is 7.5km north of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome. 
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Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Restoration possibilities are limited due to the close proximity of residences.  
• Land filling would be unacceptable in terms of the health and welfare of local 
residents.  • Farmoor Reservoir already hosts a large gull roost which is a 
recognised hazard to the principle air traffic approach to RAF Brize Norton.  • 
There are concerns that if this site was restored as open water it would 
facilitate a significant expansion in the resident gull population, increasing the 
hazard to air traffic safety.  • It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to 
deliver an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations 
under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and 
the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further investigations would be 
necessary to ensure that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest.  • 
In conjunction with nearby sites, the area has the potential for significant 
restoration in the county.  This area is part of a large floodplain with massive 
potential for wetland creation and floodplain habitat creation. 
 
 
Site SG-32: Off Downs Road (adjacent to Standlake Arena), Standlake 
Number of responses: 26 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Area shown includes Standlake Arena and field beyond which have already 
been dug therefore the site area appears to be inaccurate.  • Isolated site 
which is close to housing, leisure facilities, industry and a gypsy site.  • The 
proposed site is a beautiful landscape used by many walkers, cyclists and 
horse riders.  • The excavation and removal would affect the local habitats 
and wildlife and alter the characteristics of the landscape.  • Extraction would 
lower the water table and the groundwater level which could lead to building 
subsidence in the surrounding areas.  • The local roads and bridges would not 
cope with increased numbers of heavy lorries, especially the A40, A415 and 
roads through Standlake.  Local speed and weight limits are rarely enforced 
and lorries have been seen going round roundabouts the wrong way.  • 
Increased traffic would risk the safety of pedestrians and other road users.  • 
Excavation would affect the peace, tranquillity, views and quality of life of local 
residents.  There would also be increased noise and dust pollution.  Dust from 
gravel extraction has been proved to have high levels of particulate matter, 
including silica, which can be detrimental to health, especially asthma 
sufferers.  • Concerns about impacts on local businesses, especially Hardwick 
Park Leisure Centre.  This is a camping and caravanning centre immediately 
adjacent to the site.  • The loss of the Standlake Arena, which is located within 
the boundaries of the site, would be detrimental to the local and wider area.  • 
The Strategic Environmental Assessment Regulations require that 
consideration is given to the cumulative effects of excavations.  • National 
planning guidelines stress the need to locate quarrying activities close to 
developing areas, which the Lower Windrush Valley is not.  • There are 
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concerns about the negative impact on property prices.  • This area is an 
emerging tourist area and an extraction site could deter tourists.  • Due to the 
close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activities which might attract birds, such 
as water development, waste handling or landfill, could increase birdstrike.  • 
Site is 9.75km east of RAF Brize Norton and 10km northwest of Dalton 
Barracks Aerodrome.  • Site is adjacent to a historic landfill site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Only acceptable after use would be a return to agricultural land.  • There are 
no objections to the inclusion of this site as long as the site is subject to 
restoration options being established to take account of aerodrome 
safeguarding needs and the cumulative affect of wetland creation on air 
safety.  • Potential wetland creation, river restoration and floodplain habitat 
creation. 
 
 
Site SG-33: Land south of Wallingford, New Barn Farm, Cholsey 
Number of responses: 38 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site contains and is bounded by watercourses which are important for 
drainage of surrounding areas.  • Watercourses to the east of Wallingford 
Road are home to water voles and barn owls, short-eared owls and otters, 
stoats and.  • Concerns about the ecological impact on the river, surrounding 
countryside and wildlife.  • The site is either within or close to the Chilterns 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  • Land to the east of Wallingford Road is 
crossed by a large gas main.  • The proximity to houses would be visually 
intrusive and will result in noise and dust pollution (dust may make the road 
slippery after rain).  Concerns that dust pollution will affect the operational 
ability of helicopters at RAF Benson.  • There are concerns about falling 
house prices and a decline in quality of life for local residents.  • The A329 
and A4130 are already busy and access to Caps Lane can be difficult.  • The 
footpath along the A329 is incomplete and increased traffic would further 
increase the risk to walkers and cyclists, and increase the number of 
accidents (2 serious and 1 fatal in recent years).   •The Wallingford Road and 
other roads to development areas are narrow and unsuitable for large 
vehicles.  • There are listed buildings and barns on this site which may be 
affected by vibrations.  These include The Fairmile Hospital, Grade 2 listed, 
and identified by South Oxfordshire Local Plan as a site for redevelopment.  • 
The site is an area of archaeological constraint and a survey would need to be 
conducted to establish importance of the site.  • The area contains prehistoric 
archaeological remains (similar enquiry 40-50yrs ago).  • The proposed area 
includes a large part of the Cholsey to Wallingford railway line which is a 
locally enjoyed resource.  This railway line has been identified by the South 
Oxfordshire District Council as an element of Wallingford’s economic rebirth.  
• A network of well-used footpaths pass through or are adjacent to the site 
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and would be lost or impacted on by extraction workings.  • The area was one 
of great landscape value and the rural scenery would be compromised.  There 
are two ditches that have distinctive flora and fauna.  • The use and 
enjoyment of a public footpath from Cholsey to Wallingford would be affected.  
• The area is identified as requiring protection and enhancement, the River 
Thames Corridor (relevant policy is C3 of the Local Plan 2011).  • It would 
close the gap between Cholsey and Winterbrook and Wallingford.  • The land 
is low-lying and if water is pumped away it will affect groundwater levels, 
generate flooding and cause property damage.  • The proposed site is on a 
major aquifer.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river 
watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings 
and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • The site contains a private water supply.  • Concerns about the 
possible relocation of the veterinary practice at Ilges Lane.  • The site would 
not comply with the provisions of the draft Core Strategy as it would involve 
heavy vehicles on unsuitable roads (draft policy M4), would have 
unacceptable impacts on the environment (draft policy M5) and would not lead 
to enhancements (draft policy M6).  • Part of the site has been rejected in the 
past.  • Site is 4.5km south west of RAF Benson and 10.5km south west of 
Chalgrove Airfield.  • Detailed geological information from borehole 
investigations is available.   
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Allow current planted boundaries to grow to reduce visual impact.  • Utilise 
the existing rail line of the Wallingford Branch line (current operators have 
expressed an interest in reconnecting branch to mainline at Cholsey and 
operating passenger services).  • Mitigation and suitable working hours’ 
restrictions could limit the impact of local dwellings during the workings. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Nature areas or sports fields could be constructed after the workings have 
closed to benefit both Cholsey and Wallingford.  • Lakes, woodlands or other 
open uses would benefit the local area and the environment.  • Potential 
wetland creation, river restoration and floodplain habitat creation. 
 
 
Site SG-34: Part Springhill Farm, extension to Gill Mill Quarry, South 
Leigh, Witney 
Number of responses: 15 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concerns that the dewatering of the site could have a serious affect on rare 
snakeshead fritillary growing in a nearby SSSI, as well as saw-wort, dropwort, 
betony and lady’s bedstraw.  • The two fritillery fields, which are of national 
importance, will be isolated and could be damaged by any change in the 
watertable.  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which 
might attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, 
could have a detrimental effect.  • Site is 8.5km east of RAF Brize Norton.  • 
There are concerns about increased numbers of lorries on Oxfordshire’s road 
system.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A 
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buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings and 
watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.   
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Appropriate mitigation has to protect nearby conservation interests.   
 
Potential after-use 
• Restoration options must being established to take account of aerodrome 
safeguarding needs and the cumulative affect of wetland creation on air 
safety.  • It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of 
high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, 
but with the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to ensure 
that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of 
existing conservation interest).  • In conjunction with nearby sites, the area 
has the potential to be a significant wetland restoration area in the county and 
the potential to make a significant contribution to the Oxfordshire BAP. 
 
 
Site SG-35: Finmere Quarry, Banbury Road, Finmere 
Number of responses: 8 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There is existing quarry infrastructure, including processing plant.  • There is 
an existing access haul road.  • There is an existing site office.  • The 
extension to the existing quarry could be up and running quickly.  • The 
proposed site is well located with good access directly from A421.  • The site 
is not in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Special Areas of 
Conservation or Green Belt.  • The site is located close to planned growth 
areas.  • Proposals to extend Finmere Quarry are subject to appeal to the 
Secretary of State under appeal ref: APP/U3100/A/06/2030592/NWF and to 
support this appeal a full Environmental Statement has been prepared and 
submitted to the Council.  • The existing site would need to be very carefully 
monitored and restored and progressing well before further extraction should 
be allowed.  • The site is less than 50m from an authorised landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Voids could be filled progressively with local inert material.  • Final 
restoration could be agricultural land, natural grassland or wet conservation 
woodland, but it should be noted that the existing land comprises sub-grade 
3a, 3b and 4 with only a few scattered profiles of grade 2. 
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Site SG-36: Land at Friars Farm, Stanton Harcourt 
Number of responses: 44 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The road infrastructure would be unsuitable for servicing the workings, 
especially the A40, A415 and B4449 which are already congested and have 
accident black spots and increased number of lorries using local roads could 
affect the safety of pedestrians, cyclists and motorists.  • Current extraction 
traffic have been seen speeding, using mobile phones while driving and 
crossing white lines on corners and there are concerns that this will get worse.  
• Concerns about the after use as the area is already affected by smells, flies 
and rubbish from Dix Pit which was converted to a waste site.  • Concerns that 
the visual intrusion and additional air, light and noise pollution would affect the 
well being and amenity of residents (in particular asthma sufferers).  • 
Concerns about impact on house prices.  • Gravel extraction will reduce the 
natural buffering effect of the floodplain and could therefore increase flooding 
in Sutton Village, Stanton Harcourt and Bablockhythe.  • Previous nearby 
sand and gravel extraction has been noisy and dirty and which also led to 
periodic flooding and periodic drops in the water table.  • There are concerns 
that extraction will reduce the watertable and affect the use of wells in the 
area.  • The site is less than 50m from a private water supply.  • Public rights 
of way would be affected which would contravene the aims of the Oxfordshire 
County Council Local Transport Plan and the Rights of Way Improvement 
Plan.  • There are sites of historical interest and value around the village 
which would be compromised, including the Devils Quoits, and there could be 
undiscovered archaeological sites.  • The proposed site is adjacent to Sutton 
and Stanton Harcourt, both of which have Conservation Areas which contain 
Grade 2 listed buildings, and there are concerns that gravel extraction could 
cause subsidence.  • Site is adjacent to Tar Woods County Wildlife Site.  • 
The site has alluvial lowlands and river meadowlands within it which would be 
compromised by gravel extraction and the effect on local wildlife.  • The site is 
located within the Thames and Avon Vales Natural Area (as designated by 
Natural England) and contains both local and nationally important Biodiversity 
Action Plan species.  Barn Owl nesting was reported in 2006 and Red Kites 
have been seen in the area, as well as Little Owls, Tawny Owls, lapwing, grey 
partridge, snipe, sky lark and meadow pipit.  • The Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Regulations require that consideration is given to the cumulative 
impact of workings.  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity 
which might attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or 
landfill, could have a detrimental effect.  • Site is 12.8km east of RAF Brize 
Norton and 8.75km north west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • The 
identification of a vast swath of land in excess of 300 hectares on the plan of 
which less than 10% is confirmed by the nominator as workable is misleading.  
• The site is adjacent to a historic landfill site and less than 250m from a 
current authorised landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
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Potential after-use 
• Restoration possibilities are limited due to the close proximity of residences 
and waste management would not be acceptable.  • It is believed that this site 
offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help 
Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local BAP, South East Regional 
BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further investigations would be 
necessary to ensure that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest.  • 
In conjunction with nearby sites, the area has the potential for significant 
restoration in the county.  This site is part of a large floodplain with massive 
potential for wetland creation and floodplain habitat creation. 
 
 
Site SG-37: : Land between Grandpont and North/South Hinksey, Oxford 
Number of responses: 20 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site is within the 2km consultation zone for mineral extraction requested 
by English Nature in 1998 for the Oxford Meadows Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) and Iffley Meadows SSSI.  Natural England can therefore 
request an Appropriate Assessment if they believe the workings would have 
an effect on the Oxford Meadows SAC.  • This section of the Green Belt 
(Local Plan policies NE.1 & NE.2) was described in ‘A Character Assessment 
of Oxford in its Landscape Setting’ (2002) as having an important role in the 
setting of Oxford and its iconography.  Despite current detracting features it 
still retains its strong visual and cultural unity and conveys a perception of 
exceptionally high landscape quality (Local Plan policies CP.7, CP.8, CP.9 & 
CP.11).  • The site lies within the view cones of key viewpoints at Raleigh 
Park and Boar’s Hill, as well as Conduit House, Harcourt Hill, Hinksey Golf 
Course and Chilswell valley.  Some of these view points have outstanding 
views of Oxford’s spires and a mineral works would detract from this view.  • 
Development at this site would involve the removal of trees which would 
expose the ballast handling operations at Hinksey sidings and possibly Osney 
mead industrial estate.  • The construction of a new access road would have a 
detrimental affect on the visual landscape.  • Road access to the site would be 
via the A34 (Local Plan policies TR.1 & TR.2), which the Highways Agency 
already considers to be ‘operating above capacity’.  A large number of heavy 
lorries would accentuate the problem and could be potentially dangerous.  • 
Previous investigations into the removal of gravel by rail proved to be costly 
(Grandpont Waters in discussion with Network Rail) so there is no scope for 
mitigation by this means.  • There are concerns regarding the transport 
implications of operations at this site, particularly safe access to and from the 
A34.  • Part of the nominated site contains land reserved for the protected 
GTE corridor.  Although this scheme is not being pursued at present, the 
‘Oxford 2026 Core Strategy Preferred Options Document’s’ long term 
infrastructure ‘preferred approach’ ‘supports an innovative approach to solving 
Oxford’s transport problems’ including to ‘protect the existing rail corridor from 
development and investigate developing the Cowley branch line corridor for 
passenger transit’.  • The proposed gravel extraction would involve the 
destruction of the Hinksey Ponds, including Bullstake Stream/railway line 
wildlife corridor (Local Plan policy NE.20), Site of Local Importance for Nature 
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Conservation (SLINC) (Local Plan policy NE.19).  ‘A Nature Conservation 
Strategy for Oxford’ (1995) states that ‘In this pond 100 species of 
macroinvertebrates have been recorded which was 25% greater than the 
number found in 150 other ponds surveyed by Pond Action in Oxfordshire.  • 
Two locally uncommon species were recorded namely the snail Bithynia 
leachi and the water bug Micronecta scholtzi’.  • Mineral extraction would also 
have a significant impact on the Hinksey Stream SLINC.  Concerning this site, 
‘A Nature Conservation Strategy for Oxford’ states that: ‘This stream has a 
rich flora and fauna which has survived because it has not suffered too 
severely from pollution, extensive dredging and culverting in the way that 
many other streams have.  It supports a number of plants which are now 
uncommon in the Oxford area including fat duckweed and river water 
dropwort.  A wide range of macroinvertebrates are also present with 103 
different species being recorded.  • Of particular note are the 23 species of 
snail, including the locally uncommon Bithynia leachi.  • The stream is also 
important for birds with one survey revealing two breeding pairs of kingfishers, 
up to 12 pairs of reed warbler breeding in the reeds and the presence 
sometimes of four herons feeding simultaneously.’  • The potential biodiversity 
impact could be significant so it would be important to conduct a 
comprehensive survey of terrestrial and aquatic wildlife and a full assessment 
of potential impacts of the habitats and species there.  • A Flood Risk 
Assessment would be required for the access road across the flood plain and 
it would be necessary to ensure it is compatible with the Environment 
Agency’s proposed Flood Relief Scheme for Oxford (Local plan policy NE.11).  
• Concerns that mineral extraction would prejudice the provision of a flood 
alleviation scheme for Oxford as a necessary relief channel would need to 
pass through the western part of the site.  But extraction by the railway would 
not prejudice the project.  • If the scheme reduced flooding, this could have a 
detrimental impact on the nature conservation of nearby meadows which is 
farmed under the DEFRA Environmentally Sensitive Areas scheme.  • The 
site either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is 
normally required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent 
degradation of flow through lowering of the water table.  • Pembroke and 
Corpus Christi colleges’ would lose their sports grounds (Local Plan policy 
SR.2).  • The popular foot and cycle path between South Hinksey and 
Wytham Street would be lost for the duration of the works (Local Plan policies 
SR.9 & SR.10 j & k).  • There is considerable potential for noise and dust 
pollution for local residents, from both the quarry and associated transport 
(Local Plan policies CP.19, CP.20 & CP.21).  • There are potential 
archaeological implications for excavation at this site and a full survey might 
be required (Local Plan policy HE.2).  • Part of the proposed site would be 
extremely close to North Hinksey Village which is an approved conservation 
area.  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which might 
attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill would be 
inappropriate.  • Site is 5km north of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Site is 
less than 250m from a historic landfill site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Landscape impacts would be hard to mitigate, especially given the loss of 
trees.  • Without rail provision, impacts to the A34 would be hard to mitigate.  • 
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Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network.  • Playing fields could be easily relocated. 
 
Potential after-use 
• A rowing lake could be constructed given the shape of the planned 
extraction; however objections have been raised due to the sustained impact 
on the site’s character, landscape and biodiversity.  • It has been insisted that 
any permission for mineral extraction would be accompanied by a minimum of 
5 years of aftercare.  • Potential wetland creation, river restoration and 
floodplain habitat creation. 
 
 
Site SG-38: Land at Rectory and Ansells Farm, Langford and Home 
Farm, Kelmscot 
Number of responses: 25 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Current access in all directions is via single track roads, some of which are 
classified as unsuitable for through lorry traffic, and if these were used by 
heavy goods vehicles it would create a potential risk to road users and 
pedestrians.  • Existing bridges would not allow traffic south from the site.  • 
Impact of increased traffic, noise and pollution would impact on surrounding 
Cotswold villages and their appeal to tourists.  This could in turn affect local 
businesses.  • Concerns about the impact of dust and noise pollution on local 
residences.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  
A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings and 
watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • Concerns that extraction could contaminate groundwater, which some 
villages, including Grafton and Radcot, rely on as they are not connected to 
mains water.  • The area has a high water table and is at risk of flooding.  • 
The western part of the site contains licensed water extraction.  • The planned 
extraction would destroy an area of high biodiversity with birds, mammals 
(including otters), amphibians and plants which is used by villagers, hikers, 
fishermen, boaters and holidaymakers.  • The site is on high grade agricultural 
land.  • The area has numerous Neolithic, Bronze Age and more recent crop 
marks and several Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM Oxon 179 & 136) 
and full assessment of the proposed site would be needed.  • The area 
around Kelmscott lies within an Area of High Landscape Value.  • Both 
Kelmscott and Langford are Conservation Areas and contain many Grade 1 
and 2 listed buildings, including Kelmscott Manor.  • There is thought to be a 
main pipeline serving RAF Brize Norton running through the site.  • Site is 
5.5km south west of RAF Brize Norton and 10.5km east of RAF Fairford. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• It would be necessary to widen the access routes.  • Mains water could be 
provided to all residents to ensure a reliable water source. 
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Potential after-use 
• If the plans were to go ahead, the land should be restored to its original 
condition.  • Any leisure facilities would continue increased traffic issues and 
would not be welcomed.  • Potential wetland creation, river restoration and 
floodplain habitat creation. 
 
 
Site SG-39: Land off Aston Road, Brighthampton, Standlake 
Number of responses: 35 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Noise and dust from the site would be a nuisance and potential health 
hazard (particular matter, including silica), especially relating to asthma 
sufferers.  • The quarry would affect the current views of the countryside and 
negatively impact on the lives of local residents.  • Gravel extraction 
irrevocably alters the landscape which is currently inhabited by a wide variety 
of wildlife, including at least 1 pair of Barn Owls.  • Concerns that the local 
roads and bridges cannot tolerate additional heavy lorry traffic, especially the 
A415 and B4449, and that current speed and weight restrictions are not 
currently enforced.  • Additional concerns about traffic bringing material from 
other sites for processing and adding further congestion.  • The site is 
currently enjoyed by walkers, cyclists and horse riders.  • The site either 
borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally 
required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation 
of flow through lowering of the water table.  • Excavation could result in the 
lower of the water table and a reduction in groundwater which could lead to 
land and building subsidence.  • The site is located in the Brighthampton Cut 
which is a drainage waterway for a large area and there are concerns about 
the impact of the works on the flood risk in the area.  • The Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Regulations require that consideration is given to 
the cumulative impact of workings.  • This area is an emerging tourist area 
and an extraction site could deter tourists.  • Site is 8km south east of RAF 
Brize Norton and 10.5km north west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • 
Development in this area would result in Standlake being encircled by past 
and present excavated sites.  • Concerns about the effect on property prices.  
• There might be archaeological implications. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Concerns expressed about previous poor restoration of nearby sites.  • The 
only acceptable after-use would be the lands original use.  • Restoration to 
semi-natural wetland habitat.  • Concerns about prior poor records of 
restoration. 
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Site SG-40: Land at Oakley Wood 
Number of responses: 10 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is 3km south east of RAF Benson and 8.5km south of Chalgrove 
Airfield.  • There is a government oil pipe running the length of the western 
part of this site.  • The site is in an Area of Outstanding Beauty and has a 
national reputation for some scenic walking routes and other recreational 
activities.  • The site is adjacent to an area of ancient woodland and changes 
to the hydrology might affect its viability.  • The site is an area of 
archaeological constraint and a survey would need to be conducted to 
establish the interest of the site.  • The landscape of the area is the central 
vale fringes with open rolling downland which should be restored.  • Traffic 
generated by the site would need to pass through Shillingford and increased 
heavy traffic will be destructive to the safety and social fabric of the village.  • 
Traffic going to development areas in Didcot would use the A4130 and 
exacerbate problems at difficult junctions with local roads from Brightwell and 
North Moreton.  • There are no large settlements nearby.  • The site is located 
on a major aquifer.  • The site is less than 250m from an authorised landfill 
and adjacent to a historic landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Landfill. 
 
 
Site SG-41: Land north of Radley 
Number of responses: 15 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Access to the site is thought to be unsuitable, in particular Sandford Lane 
and Lower Radley Road, as the roads are narrow and susceptible to regular 
winter flooding.  There is also a height restriction which is too low for lorries to 
pass.  • Site traffic would cause disturbance to residents in Lower Radley, a 
Conservation Area.  • There are concerns regarding the transport implications 
of operations at this site, particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • Part 
of the proposed site is the garden of a private house, 75 Lower Radley.  • Site 
is 3.5km east of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome, 8km west of Chalgrove Airfield 
and 12.8km north west of RAF Benson.  • Unacceptable loss of historic 
countryside.  • The character of the Upper Thames could be compromised by 
noise and visual intrusion.  This would include enjoyment of the Thames Path.  
• There are concerns about the implications for flooding in the area.  • The site 
either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is 
normally required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent 
degradation of flow through lowering of the water table.  • Site is located on a 
historic landfill. 
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Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• An additional access road could be built but there are concerns about the 
economical viability of this option.  • Transport impacts could be mitigated 
through sustainable trip generation, demand management, effective transport 
plans, working hours, routing agreements and utilisation of rail depots to 
minimise impact on the strategic road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Consideration of SG41 and SG42 as a single area has the potential for 
significant wetland restoration.  • The high water table would make landfill an 
impractical restoration possibility. 
 
 
Site SG-42: Land south of Sandford on Thames 
Number of responses: 16 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The proposed extraction would have a detrimental effect on the setting of the 
River Thames and the diverse ecological area.  • Loss of historic countryside.  
• There would be a high impact on the landscape and the riverine amenity of 
this part of the Oxford Green Belt.  • There would be noise and dust nuisance 
for local residents.  • Site is within Thames & Cherwell at Oxford Conservation 
Target Area and Lower Farm Botton Hay Pasture County Wildlife Site.  • 
There are no obvious access routes except the A4074.  • There are concerns 
with the transport implications of operations at this site, particularly safe 
access to and from the A34.  • As the development at Grenoble Road is less 
likely to occur, the site seems poorly located to areas where aggregate is 
needed.  • Site is 8km north west of Chalgrove Airfield and 7km north east of 
Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • The site is an area of archaeological constraint 
and a survey would need to be conducted to establish any interest of the site.  
• The site is close to the conservation area at Nuneham Courtenay and the 
setting will be affected by the development.  • There are a number of listed 
buildings close to the site.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river 
watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings 
and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • The proposed site is less than 250m from a historic landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• This area, in conjunction with nearby sites, has the potential for significant 
wetland restoration. 



Minerals Site Proposals and Policies Document: Issues and Options 2007 

Consultation Summary Report 63

Site SG-43: Land at Marcham 
Number of responses: 12 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There are concerns with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • Potential traffic implications for 
Marcham which requires a by-pass.  • Visual implications for the area.  • Close 
to the village.  • Site is 2.5km south west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  This 
site is very close to an MOD aerodrome and is therefore a major concern.  • 
Site overlaps with Thames Water’s Abingdon Reservoir proposal.  • The site 
either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is 
normally required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent 
degradation of flow through lowering of the water table.   
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Potential wetland creation, river restoration and floodplain habitat creation. 
 
 
Site SG-44: Land at Little Wittenham – Long Wittenham 
Number of responses: 19 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The proposed site is partly within the North Wessex Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and is of high landscape value when seen from 
the adjacent Wittenham Clumps Nature Reserve (SSSI).  The area includes 
Paradise and Trafalgar Woods and the Clifton Hampden Meadows.  • The site 
is located within an area of the Upper Thames which has been given special 
protection.  • This area gets subjected to major flooding.  • The site either 
borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally 
required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation 
of flow through lowering of the water table.  The site contains an area of 
licensed water extraction and a private water supply.  • The site has important 
meadow land and extraction would destroy this habitat.  • The quality of the 
agricultural land is particularly high.  • Loss of historic countryside.  • The area 
has poor road links and limited river crossing at Clifton Hampden Bridge.  • 
Concerns about the negative impacts of noise and transport issues on Long 
and Little Wittenham as well as the visual impact.  • Road access is 
unsuitable.  • Concerns that the site is too close to residential areas and there 
would be noise and dust nuisance.  • The area is known for its diverse, highly 
sensitive archaeological remains.  • Site is 6km north west of RAF Benson, 
8.5km south west of Chalgrove Airfield and 10km south east of Dalton 
Barracks Aerodrome.  • The site is less than 50m from a historic landfill. 
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Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• There would be limited ability to mitigate the impacts as the site is 
completely overlooked by higher ground.  • Constructing a new road 
connecting the A4130 with either the A415 or A4074, close to an Area of 
Outstanding Natural beauty or Appleford should be discouraged as it would 
open the area to further development. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Restoration would be wildlife-rich lakes and wetlands.  • A landfill so close to 
the river and village would be unacceptable.  • It is believed that this site offers 
an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire 
meets its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plans (BAP), South 
East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further 
investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage to 
existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of existing conservation 
interest).  • SG-44, in conjunction with nearby sites (excluding SSSI, County 
Wildlife Site and Special Area of Conservation ), has the potential for one of 
the largest wetland restoration areas in the county and the potential to make a 
significant contribution to the Oxfordshire BAP. 
 
 
Site SG-45: Land at Appleford – Long Wittenham 
Number of responses: 19 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site is close to potential expansion areas of Didcot and some sites have 
the potential to be supplied by elevator thus reducing the need for road 
transportation.  • There is potential for connection to existing processing plant 
in the Appleford/Sutton Courtenay area, to rail connections and road 
connections.  • There are concerns with the transport implications of 
operations at this site, particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • It is 
thought that the road infrastructure would not support large vehicles and, due 
to weight restrictions at Clifton Hampden Bridge, any vehicles would need to 
pass through the already congested village.  • There would be a need to limit 
the environmental impact on Appleford and Little Wittenham.  • The area is 
known for its diverse archaeological remains.  • The site is located within an 
area of the Upper Thames which has been given special protection.  • 
Concerns that the site is too close to residential properties.  • Questions were 
raised regarding the level of reserves.  • Consists of high grade farmland.  • 
Need to consider cumulative impact of workings.  • Site is 8km west of RAF 
Benson, 12km south west of Chalgrove Airfield and 8.5km south east of 
Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main 
river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.  • The site is adjacent to a historic landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Ensure that HVG’s do not use village roads.  • Provision of adequate buffer 
zone between village and working areas and protection from noise and dust 
pollution.  • Restrict working hours.  • Constructing a new road connecting the 
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A4130 with either the A415 or A4074, close to an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty or Appleford should be discouraged as it would open the area to 
further development.  • Transport impacts could be mitigated through 
sustainable trip generation, demand management, effective transport plans, 
working hours, routing agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise 
impact on the strategic road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• A major leisure centre, recreational and nature conservation park similar to 
the Cotswold Water Park could be created.  • Many of the created lakes could 
act as flood compensation storage.  • It is not recommended that the site be 
used for the disposal of London waste or disposal of ash from Didcot Power 
Station.  • It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of 
high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan, South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with 
the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to ensure that there 
is no damage to existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of existing 
conservation interest).  • In conjunction with other sites (excluding SSSI, 
County Wildlife Sites and Special Areas of Conservation ), the area has the 
potential for one of the largest wetland restoration areas in the county and the 
potential to make a significant contribution to the Oxfordshire BAP. 
 
 
Site SG-46: Land north east of Cholsey 
Number of responses: 52 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The land is currently high grade agricultural land.  • The A329 would be 
usable to the north due to weight restrictions on the railway bridge at Lower 
Basildon to the south.  However, the A329 is busy and access to Caps Lane is 
already difficult.  Also the footpath along the road is incomplete and there are 
concerns about the safety of walkers and cyclists with the addition of further 
large vehicles (a cyclist was killed at the junction of Caps Lane and 
Wallingford Road 27/11/2006).  • Development at this site will add to 
congestion on local roads.  • The site is immediately adjacent to residences in 
Caps Lane, Wallingford Road and Ilges Lane and there are concerns about 
noise and dust pollution (especially with regards to the allotments and asthma 
sufferers) and the loss of views.  • The site would require a separate plant 
which would also be visually intrusive.  • Concerns about the impact on house 
prices.  • There are a number of listed buildings in Cap Lane and there are 
concerns about the effects of vibrations.  • There are a number of mature 
trees with preservation orders in Caps Lane and there are concerns these 
might be affected with possible changes in local hydrology caused by the 
works.  • The site is located within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
is of Great Landscape Value.  • There are 3 private nature reserves on this 
site and is 200m from Cholsey Marsh (BBOWT).  • Local wildlife would be 
affected, including badgers, cuckoos, stag beetles and deer.  There are also 
colonies of pyramidal and bee orchids and marbled white butterflies.  • The 
use and enjoyment of a footpath and cycle path would be affected.  • 
Concerns about the geology of the area and the viability of the site.  • Bronze 
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Age, medieval and possibly Roman remains have been found locally and 
there could be potential archaeological implications.  • The site is in a bore 
hole protection zone and so no development can take place that may 
contaminate groundwater.  • Site is 5.5km south west of RAF Benson and 
11.5km south west of Chalgrove Airfield which could lead to increased 
birdstrike issues.  • The site would not comply with the provisions of the draft 
core strategy as it would involve heavy vehicles on unsuitable roads (draft 
policy M4), would unacceptable impacts on the environment (draft policy M5) 
and would not lead to enhancements (draft policy M6).  • There is a large gas 
main crossing the site approximately North to South.  • Concerns about 
proximity to houses and related noise issues.  • Concerns that the return from 
the site will be small. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SG-47: Land at Wallingford - Benson 
Number of responses: 191 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site contains some residences which would have to be demolished and 
is close to many others (approx 150) as well as 2 schools and there are 
concerns that dust, light and noise pollution and the visual intrusion would 
have a detrimental impact to the area.  • There are health and safety concerns 
regarding children and restricting access to quarry and the impact on asthma 
sufferers.  • Preston Crowmarsh is mainly a conservation area with many 
listed buildings.  • Adverse impact of house prices and risk of building 
subsidence.  • Walkers enjoyment of the Thames Path would be affected and 
a number of footpaths would have to be moved (against policy OCC Structure 
Plan 2016, R2 – implications for public access and the Thames Path).  • The 
landscape and visual impacts would be high to severe during extraction and 
would remain high after restoration.  • Extraction would be detrimental to the 
local environment and wildlife as the site contains many mature trees (some 
of which maybe subject to preservation orders) and wildlife habitats, as well 
as being within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty  • The site would also 
impact on the area bounding the river, which has been designated a 
distinctive Landscape Character Area by the District Council, and the adjacent 
Wallingford Castle Meadows and Gardens.  • A lot of the land is grade one 
agricultural land and previous planning applications have been refused on this 
basis. (Development would contravene OCC Structure Plan 2016, EN3 – 
protection of best agricultural land.)  • Removal of such a large area of soil 
that provides amenity and controls sediment run-off may contravene the Soil 
Framework Directive currently being developed in Europe.  • Access is 
unsuitable; Shillingford Bridge has a weight limit of 7.5 tonnes and access 
through Wallingford town centre is impractical.  The A4074 has already been 
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highlighted by the County Council as an accident black spot.  • The site is not 
well located to areas of aggregate use.  • The site currently floods each winter 
so the proposed quarry would also flood.  There are also concerns that 
extraction would reduce the capacity of the floodplain and more areas would 
be susceptible to flooding.  (OCC Structure Plan 2016, EN9 – implications of 
developments in flood plain)   • The site either borders or surrounds a main 
river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral 
workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of 
the water table.  • The site is located within the sub-catchment area of the 
regional Chalk aquifer and is underlain by strata designated by the 
Environment Agency as a Major Aquifer variability of high and intermediate 
vulnerability.  If sand and gravel overburden is removed this vulnerability will 
be increased.  There is also a risk of contaminating the groundwater with 
nitrates as the site is within a nitrate vulnerable zone.  • The site is less than 
50m from an area of licensed water extraction.  • The river between 
Wallingford and Benson Lock is thought to be one of the best fishing locations 
in the UK and there are concerns this could be affected by the works, in 
particular mixing of flood water and water in gravel workings leading to water 
pollution.  • Extraction would affect the tourist trade and therefore local 
businesses as well as the current economic development of Wallingford.  A 
wine business on the north eastern boundary will be affected.  • It is thought 
the local area was a Civil War battle ground (surrounding sites have been 
excavated) and an archaeological investigation should be carried out before 
excavation is allowed.  • The land in the immediate vicinity of the site contains 
three known important archaeological sites.  • Concerns about the increased 
likelihood of birdstrike, Site is 2km south west of RAF Benson.  • The site 
impinges on part of the Wallingford Cemetery.  • A gas pipe and a sewage 
pipe cross the site and would have to be moved.  • The site seems to 
contravene many of the policies of the OCC Structure Plan 2016  (G2 – all 
development should be of a size and scale appropriate to the site and 
surroundings and not cause harm to the character of the area, G5 – the 
countryside will be protected from harmful development, EN1 – authorities will 
ensure development contributes to the protection, maintenance and 
enhancement of landscape character, EN2 – to protect any specific areas of 
biodiversity interest, R3 – any development which will adversely affect the 
Thames will not be permitted, M1 – permission granted only if adverse 
environmental or other impact is outweighed by need for gravel, M2 – 
locations for extraction will take into account, amongst other factors, those 
listed in above policies).  In addition many of the policies of Mineral Policy 
Statement 1 and SODC Local Plan 2011 are similarly worded. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Return to farmland.  • Man-made lakes have many hazards, including 
drowning, polluted waters and disruption of natural ecosystem.  • Landfill 
would not be acceptable due to the close proximity of houses.  • It is believed 
that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to 
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help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that 
further investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage 
to existing biodiversity interest. 
 
 
Site SG-48: Land at Standhampton (north of) 
Number of responses: 12 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Indications are that gravel in this area is inconsistent and of a low quality.  • 
The site is in the middle of a comprehensive weight limit region which the 
County Council is currently looking to strengthen.  Use of the A329 is likely to 
involve HGV’s using the centres of either Standhampton or Little Milton, both 
of which are constrained.  • Site is 8km north of RAF Benson, 3.5km west of 
Chalgrove Airfield and 21.5km east of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Loss of 
historic countryside.  • There would be noise and dust nuisance for local 
residents.  • A network of well used footpaths run through or are adjacent to 
the site and these would be lost or impacted on by gravel workings.  • The site 
is within the Green Belt.  • There are a number of listed buildings close to the 
site.  • The Little Milton Conservation Area is close to the site and its setting 
might be impinged by the workings.  • The site includes grade 2 agricultural 
land.  • The site is an area of archaeological constraint and a survey would 
need to be conducted to establish the interest of the site.  • The site is within 
the clay vale landscape type which the South Oxfordshire Landscape 
Assessment indicates should be restored.  • The site either borders or 
surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required 
between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow 
through lowering of the water table. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high 
priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, 
but with the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to ensure 
that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest.  • In conjunction with 
nearby sites, the area has the potential for significant wetland restoration. 
 
 
Site SG-49: Land at Chalgrove 
Number of responses: 14 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• It is important to retain the characteristic rolling countryside.  • The proximity 
of RAF Benson (6km north) and Chalgrove Airfield makes birdstrike an issue, 
in particular Martin Baker Company who test aircraft ejector seats.  • The site 
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includes Chalgrove Airfield and adjoining MOD property which is not available 
for mineral extraction.  • Extraction on neighbouring land will have the 
following potentially serious affects on aerodrome operations: dust could enter 
engines and compromise safety, plant equipment and structures could inhibit 
air traffic movements and air navigation equipment, extraction could affect the 
structural integrity of the runway, immediate adjacent extraction could be a 
hazard to aircraft over-running or landing short of the runway and it is unclear 
how the area would be restored and the potential for increased birdstrike.  • 
The local roads are thought to be unsuitable for the heavy vehicles required.  • 
Dust and pollution from the site would be harmful for a local food related 
business.  • The proximity to Chalgrove would mean that the noise and dust 
produced would affect all residents.  • The Chalgrove Conservation Area is 
close to the site and the setting might be impinged by gravel extraction.  • The 
site contains protected species, Barn Owls, which might be affected by the 
workings.  • The site includes grade 2 agricultural land.  • The site either 
borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally 
required between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation 
of flow through lowering of the water table.   
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high 
priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, 
but with the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to ensure 
that there is no damage to existing biodiversity interest.  • In conjunction with 
nearby sites, the area has the potential for significant wetland restoration. 
 
 
Site SG-50: Land at Northmoor 
Number of responses: 19 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site includes a number of residential properties and there are concerns 
about house prices as well as the visual impact.  • Extraction at this site would 
add to the cumulative impact on the Windrush and Thames Valleys.  • 
Concerns that the area will suffer from noise and air pollution.  • The site is 
adjacent to the River Thames and is a functional floodplain that floods almost 
every year.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river watercourse.  
A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings and 
watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • The site is in the Lower Windrush Project area and is adjacent to 
Northmoor Conservation Area.  • The site contains several footpaths, 
including the Thames Path, and a bridleway.  • Site is in Upper Thames 
Conservation Target Areas and is less than 250m from Appleton Lower 
Common SSSI.  • The site is home to a number of rare and protected species.  
• The site has significant existing biodiversity which should be safeguarded 
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even though it has not been formally recognised through designation.  • The 
site adjoins a Scheduled Ancient Monument (Oxon 141) and there are 
potential archaeological implications.  • Concerns that excavation could 
disturb the supply of private wells.  • The site is a significant distance from 
Oxfordshire’s major trunk routes.  • There are weight restrictions at Newbridge 
(18 tonnes) and on other minor roads (7.5 tonnes).  • The A415 northbound 
has a poor accident record.  • There is no suitable road network.  • Due to the 
close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity which might attract birds, such 
as water development, waste handling or landfill, could increase birdstrike.  • 
Site is 5.5km north west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • The site is adjacent 
to a historic landfill site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Concern has been expressed about the past success of proposed 
mitigations.  • Exclusion of any key wildlife areas from any planning 
permission. 
 
Potential after-use 
• The preferred choice would be a return to farmland but this might not be 
possible due to hydrological issues.  • It is believed that this site offers an 
opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets 
its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South East 
Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further investigations 
would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage to existing biodiversity 
interest.  • Potential wetland creation, river restoration and floodplain habitat 
creation. 
 
 
Site SG-51: Land in the Evenlode Valley, north of Eynsham 
Number of responses: 19 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• This site has a cumulative affect with nearby and adjacent sites.  See the 
recent public consultations by Hanson plc and Smiths.  • Concerns about loss 
of amenity, landscape character and habitat (similar to that at Hanson plc’s 
site).  • Concerns about implications for the water table and impact on 
flooding.  • Permanent loss of good agricultural land.  • Possible 
archaeological issues as the site is close to Roman settlements.  • Concerns 
about noise, dust and dirt from works and related transport.  • Excavation will 
result in loss of landscape character.  • Site is in unspoilt Green Belt.  • Large 
areas of water could increase the incidence of fogs and mist which could have 
an impact on the nearby A40.  • The A40 is already at high capacity and might 
not be able to cope with additional lorry traffic.  The increase in congestion 
would result in more vehicles diverting through Cassington.  • The potential 
access route, Lower Road, is a busy, narrow country road with a high accident 
rate (>10 accidents/yr, including recent fatal accident) and would be 
unsuitable for further heavy lorries.  • The site will surround several 
residences and a nursery.  • Concerns about the negative impacts on 
biological diversity, which includes breeding great crested newts, marsh 
harriers and otters.  • Due to the close proximity of Oxford Airport, any activity 
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which might attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or 
landfill, could have a detrimental effect on birdstrike rates.  • Site is 12.8km 
north of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Borehole information is available for 
much of the land identified.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river 
watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings 
and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • The site contains a private water supply.  • The site is less than 250m 
from both a current authorised landfill and a historic landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• It is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high 
priority habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plans, South East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with 
the caveat that further investigations would be necessary to ensure that there 
is no damage to existing biodiversity interest. 
 
 
Site SG-52: Land at Sutton Wick 
Number of responses: 11 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• This area has been investigated and it has been found that there is either no 
sand or gravel or there is gravel in thin, small pockets with thick overburden.  • 
Minerals would be processed by existing plant and traffic could use existing 
access.  • If this site was developed traffic should be routed away from 
Abingdon, towards Milton and the A34.  • There are concerns with the 
transport implications of operations at this site, particularly safe access to and 
from the A34.  • The site is located on a floodplain and practical issues would 
need to be resolved.  • The site either borders or surrounds a main river 
watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required between mineral workings 
and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow through lowering of the water 
table.  • The western part of the site contains an area of licensed extraction. • 
Implications for line of new canal.  • Site is 2.5km south of Dalton Barracks 
Aerodrome.  • The site is less than 50m from an authorised landfill site and 
adjacent to a historic landfill. 
 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• The proposals are for a dry land/shallow water environment for the 
establishment of reeds and dry/damp ground habitat.  • The existing 
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agricultural reservoir will be re-established with a less rectangular shape.  • 
Potential wetland creation, river restoration and floodplain habitat creation. 
 
 
Site SG-53: Land north of Didcot Perimeter Road 
Number of responses: 11 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There are concerns with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • Close to existing facility.  • Not 
close to sensitive users.  • Site is 7.75km west of RAF Benson and 8.5km 
south east of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • The site is less than 50m from an 
authorised landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Potential wetland creation, river restoration and floodplain habitat creation. 
 
 
Site SG-54: Land south of the River Thames between Radcot and 
Duxford 
Number of responses: 27 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Roads connecting the site to main roads are busy A, B or unclassified roads 
that would be unsuitable for HGV’s and there are some weight restrictions.  
The River Thames is shallow at this point and therefore only suitable for 
leisure craft.  The proposed site is therefore contrary to Policy T8 & M2 of the 
Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2016 and the Minerals and Waste Core Strategy 
Feb 2007 at section 3.6, section 3.7 (M4 & M5) and Preferred Option 7.  • 
Limited access to market and lorries would pass existing or proposed sites to 
reach this one.  • The site contains a private water supply and is less than 
50m from an area of licensed water extraction.  • The site either borders or 
surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required 
between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow 
through lowering of the water table.  • The site is a natural floodplain that 
floods regularly and there are concerns about the downstream implications of 
its removal. There are also concerns that the balance between the flooding 
regime and wildlife could be jeopardised by mineral extraction.  Many of the 
birds in the area are of high conservation concern, including grey partridge, 
turtle dove, skylark, bullfinch, linnet, yellowhammer and reed bunting.  • There 
are a number of important nature conservation designations to the north of the 
proposed site, including Chimney Meadow SSSI, Chimney Meadow National 
Nature Reserve and Shifford Chimney Meadows County Wildlife Site.  • This 
site is part of the Upper Thames Tributaries ESA which aims to increase local 
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biodiversity.  • The site lies fully within or adjacent to the Upper Thames 
Conservation Target Area.  • Use of this site would contradict the conservation 
aims and objectives for this area.  • Extraction would affect the enjoyment of 
walkers on the Thames Path.  • There would be a large visual impact as the 
site is currently largely natural and free from man-made structures or noise 
but not close to any settlements.  • Loss of historic countryside.  • There are 4 
Grade 2 listed buildings in Duxford.  • There is concern about the proximity to 
RAF Brize Norton (6.5km north) with regard to birdstrike.  • The Thames water 
pipe, running between Farmoor Reservoir and Broad Blunsdon reservoir runs 
through this site.  • Borehole information is available for parts of the land 
identified which shows a discontinuous and relatively thin sand and gravel. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• There are concerns about the scale of this site.  If this site was restored to 
wetlands this would represent a significant new birdstrike hazard in proximity 
to a key operational air base (RAF Brize Norton).  In conjunction with other 
sites, if restored to wetland, would establish a wetland corridor extending from 
the birdstrike safeguarding zone of RAF Fairford and across the safeguarding 
zone surrounding RAF Brize Norton.  This could potentially encourage bird 
movements between the eastern area of the Cotswold Water Park and the 
Windrush Valley, increasing birdstrike risk.  • It is believed that this site offers 
an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority habitat to help Oxfordshire 
meets its obligations under the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP), South 
East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further 
investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage to 
existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of existing conservation 
interest).  • A strategic approach to planning and restoration has the potential 
to deliver, across multiple sites, significant biodiversity and local community 
benefits. In conjunction with nearby sites, the area has the potential to make a 
significant difference to the Oxfordshire Biodiversity Action Plan.  As part of a 
strategic approach to minerals sites restoration this site has the potential to be 
part of a wetland that could be significant on a European scale. 
 
 
Site SG-55: Land between Clanfield, Bampton and Aston 
Number of responses: 38 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There are no usable roads; all unclassified country lanes and A4095 (soon 
to be a ‘B’ road) are excluded from Oxfordshire ‘Highways Guide to Lorry 
Owners’.  A new road would be required or the site would be contrary to 
Policy T8 & M2 of the Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2016 and the Minerals and 
Waste Core Strategy Feb 2007 at section 3.6, section 3.7 (M4 & M5) and 
Preferred Option 7.  • Speed and weight restrictions are not currently 
enforced.  • Crossing points over the Thames are limited upstream of Oxford 
and there are no bridges south of the site capable of taking lorries.  • 
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Extraction and infill could severely reduce the flood capacity of the area.  • 
Concerns that extraction will lower the water table and reduce groundwater, 
leading to building subsidence.  • The site is one of the few areas to still have 
its original alluvial lowlands and river meadowlands.  • The site either borders 
or surrounds a main river watercourse.  A buffer of 16m is normally required 
between mineral workings and watercourses to prevent degradation of flow 
through lowering of the water table.  • Site is on an area of licensed extraction.  
• The area lies within the Corallian Ridge, the Vale of White Horse District 
Council Local Plan (Policy NE7) and should be protected from development.  • 
The Thames Path is within this site and the area is enjoyed by walkers, 
cyclists and horse riders.  • Chimney Meadows SSSI and the BBOWT nature 
reserve are within this site and the impact on wildlife would be detrimental.  • 
There are no objections to the development of the parts of this site that are 
outside the existing wildlife interest and appropriate buffer area.  • Use of this 
site would contradict the conservation aims and objectives for this area.  • 
Concerns about noise and air pollution, in particular particulate matter and 
silica having a detrimental health effect especially on asthma sufferers.  • 
Extraction would cause a loss in amenity for local residents.  • Aston is a 
conservation area and Cote has listed buildings.  • There are concerns about 
the impact on property prices.  • There are 2 scheduled ancient monuments 
(ref. 137 and 28185) on this site.  • Brize Norton is 2½ miles away and there 
are concerns about increased birdstrike.  • Possible conflict with designated 
heritage site or area of archaeological importance.  • This area is an emerging 
tourist area and an extraction site could deter tourists. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Build a new roundabout at the A420 junction and prohibit lorries going north 
through Bampton. 
 
Potential after-use 
• If an access road was built, there would be potential for recreational use 
linked to river access.  • There are concerns about the scale of this site.  If this 
site was restored to wetlands this would represent a significant new birdstrike 
hazard in proximity to a key operational air base (RAF Brize Norton).  • In 
conjunction with other sites, if restored to wetland, would establish a wetland 
corridor extending from the birdstrike safeguarding zone of RAF Fairford and 
across the safeguarding zone surrounding RAF Brize Norton.  This could 
potentially encourage bird movements between the eastern area of the 
Cotswold Water Park and the Windrush Valley, increasing birdstrike risk.  • It 
is believed that this site offers an opportunity to deliver an area of high priority 
habitat to help Oxfordshire meets its obligations under the Local BAP, South 
East Regional BAP and the UK BAP, but with the caveat that further 
investigations would be necessary to ensure that there is no damage to 
existing biodiversity interest (excluding areas of existing conservation 
interest).  • A strategic approach to planning and restoration has the potential 
to deliver, across multiple sites, significant biodiversity and local community 
benefits.  In conjunction with nearby sites, the area has the potential to make 
a significant difference to the Oxfordshire Biodiversity Action Plan. 
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ANNEX B – Soft Sand Sites 
 
 
Site SS-01: Land at Tubworth Barn, Tubney 
Number of responses: 15 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Inappropriate development for a Green Belt.  • Concerns about dust and 
noise pollution, especially the consequences for asthma sufferers.  • The site 
is too close to Fyfield and Tubney and would result in visual intrusion.  • 
Would affect the setting of Fyfield Conservation Area.  • No appropriate 
vehicle access.  • Concerns about increased traffic on already busy roads and 
the safety of pedestrians and cyclists.  • Site is 3km west of Dalton Barracks 
Aerodrome.   
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SS-02: Land at Piling Hill (adjacent Tubworth Barn), Tubney 
Number of responses: 13 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• A geological survey has identified 649,000 tonnes of sand instead of the 
380,000 tonnes previously put forward.  When combined with neighbouring 
site this equals approx 1.2 million tonnes of saleable aggregates.  • This 
would be inappropriate development for a conservation area and Green Belt.  
• The close proximity to Fyfield and Tubney would result in dust and noise 
pollution as well as visual intrusion.  • Would affect the setting of Fyfield 
Conservation Area.  • There is no appropriate vehicle access to the site and 
would result in more congestion on already busy roads.  • Concerns about 
possible pollution of nearby Piling Stream.  • Site is 3km west of Dalton 
Barracks Aerodrome.   • Site is within Oxford Heights West Conversation 
Target Area, close to Appleton Upper Common County Wildlife Sites and 
adjacent to ancient woodland.  • It is thought that this has a mistaken title in 
the document and is an extension of SS-01. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
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Site SS-03: Southern Extension to Hatfield Quarry, Sandy Lane, Hatford 
Number of responses: 25 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The area shown in the consultation document is inaccurate.  It is larger than 
the actual area nominated by Hatford Quarries.  • The workings would be a 
visual intrusion on the landscape.  • Workings would affect the setting of 
Hatford village which is a Conservation Area.  • Current noise, dust and traffic 
problems would be increased.  • The only practical access point is from the 
A420 via Lodge Lane.  This junction is thought to be unsafe for regular use by 
heavy vehicles.  It would also mean traffic on a minor road.  • Concerns that 
the amount of sand would not warrant the increased disruption and there are 
concerns about accompanying limestone extraction.  • The site is within 200m 
of residences and 100m of Ford Cottage and the 1996 Plan called for a 350m 
buffer zone.  • The Vale of White Horse District Council Local Plan has 
specified that the Corallian Ridge should be protected from development to 
preserve its high landscape value (Policy NE7). • There are also mature trees 
at this site, some of which have preservation orders.  • A public footpath would 
be lost.  • The site is Grade 2 agricultural land.  • There are possible 
archaeological implications as there is thought to be a Roman site within the 
area proposed.  • Tailings from existing site to the north west are allowed into 
Frogmore Brook from time to time, coming downstream as far as Stanford, 
this problem could be exacerbated as site is further downstream.  • Site is 
12.8km south of RAF Brize Norton.  • Site is within 250m of an SSSI. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Access could be mitigated by building new access from existing site to the 
north which has access to A417.  • Tailings could be avoided by proper site 
design and use. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Infill and restore to agricultural use.  • Progressive restoration would be 
required. 
 
 
Site SS-04: Land at Pine Woods Road, Longworth, Near Kingston 
Bagpuize 
Number of responses: 14 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The area is listed as having High Landscape Value and is therefore 
protected under Policy NE7 of the Vale Local Plan 2011.  • It would affect the 
setting of Longworth and Hinton Waldrist which are both partly designated as 
Conservation Areas.  It would also affect the setting of a Historic Park and 
Garden.  • The site is exposed and would be difficult to screen.  • There are 
residences within the 350m buffer zone stipulated in the 1996 Minerals and 
Waste Local Plan.  • Access would be through either Longworth or Hinton 
Waldrist or directly from the A420.  Respondents also stated that Oxfordshire 
County Council have previously stated it would have ‘serious safety and 
environmental concerns’ if there was an increase in HGV’s through either or 
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these villages.  Also that ‘although the junction [with the A420] operates 
satisfactorily at present, there would have serious safety concerns if there 
were to be a significant increase in the number of HGV’s using the A420/Pine 
Woods Road junction, especially laden ones turning in either direction on to 
the A420 and/or any HGV turning right onto Pine Woods Road.’  • Site was 
assessed as being “ideally located” in terms of vehicular access (Atkins 
highways and transportation report, 2007).  • The site contains 20+ oak trees 
which are protected by preservation orders.  • There is a well used public right 
of way across the field.  • Concerns that extraction could affect the water table 
and cause damage to local vegetation.  • The site is Grade 2 agricultural land.  
• Concerns that dust would impact on local residences, including health 
impacts, and render market garden crops un-saleable.  • On-site machinery 
and vehicle noise would be intrusive.  • Confusion about the need for a mobile 
processing plant and if that means that rock will be extracted and crushed at 
the site.  • The site is 12.8km south east of Brize Norton and 8.5km west of 
Dalton Barracks Aerodrome. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Reconstruction of the junction of the A420 and Pine Woods Road could 
reduce the traffic hazard but would impede the flow of traffic along the A420.  
• Significant screening against noise and restricted operating hours (no 
weekends or Bank Holidays).  • Existing vegetation and screen bunds could 
limit visual impact.  • Although planning permission would override Tree 
Preservation Order designations, it would be possible to work the site and 
retain most of these trees. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Restoration would have to be to the current landform therefore versatile 
agricultural land and appropriate topography.  • Landfill materials would have 
to be inert.  • Demolition materials should not be used as they should be 
processed and recycled. 
 
 
Site SS-05: Land south A415 between Kingston Bagpuize and Frilford 
Number of responses: 7 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site will be located next to Millets Farm Centre.  • It will be located 
adjacent to a main highway.  • Site is 5km west of Dalton Barracks 
Aerodrome. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
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Site SS-06: Northern Extension, Duns Tew Quarry, Duns Tew 
Number of responses: 10 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site adjoins an existing sand quarry.  • Subject to considerations of the 
amenities of Duns Tew village.  • Horsehay Quarries SSSIs and County 
Wildlife Site would need to be protected.  • Site is on a major aquifer.  • The 
site is an extension of an existing site with planning permission approved until 
2018. • The existing site has been worked for many years without complaint. • 
The existing site is unique in being the only source of soft sand in the north of 
the county, thus saving considerable road miles. • The site has been 
investigated with boreholes drilled in summer 2006 which prove a significant 
and commercial reserve of soft sand similar to that already being quarried.  
This information can be made available.  • The site does not fall within any 
statutory designation and is arable pasture with no public access. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• The existing sites are designated a SSSI for their geological interest and a 
County Wildlife Site for biodiversity.  The approved restoration scheme 
protects and enhances this interest and provides public access.  • Restoration 
could provide further opportunity for geoconservation and nature 
conservation. 
 
 
Site SS-07: Home Farm (adjacent A417/B4508), Shellingford, Faringdon 
Number of responses: 9 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Would bring current extraction much closer to Shellingford, which is partly 
designated as a Conservation Area.  • Much of Shellingford is within the 350m 
buffer zone stipulated in the 1996 Minerals and Waste Local Plan.  • 
Shellingford would be subjected to high levels of noise and dust; this would be 
increased if limestone was extracted at the site as well.  • Not seen as suitable 
for limestone extraction due to close proximity of settlement.  • There would 
be visual intrusion on the immediate and longer views.  • The proposed site is 
adjacent to the Kitemore footpath.  • Concerns about the impact of increased 
heavy traffic on the A417.  • There may be archaeological interest with 
evidence of Roman occupation.  • Site is 12.8km south of RAF Brize Norton.  • 
Site is adjacent to West Oxon Heights Conversation Target Area and contains 
Chaslins Copse County Wildlife Site.  • Site is less than 250m from an SSSI.  • 
There are questions about the need for an additional quarry in this area in the 
short term given the number of existing quarries in the area with long lives 
and/or potential for expansion.  • Site is within 250m of an authorised landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Ban the crushing of limestone at the site. 
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Potential after-use 
• Infill and return to agricultural use.  • Progressive restoration would be 
required. 
 
 
Site SS-08: Extension to West of Shellingford Quarry, Shellingford 
Number of responses: 8 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Would bring current extraction much closer to Shellingford, which is partly 
designated as a Conservation Area.  • There is a residence within 100m of the 
proposed boundary (Ford Cottage).  • There are concerns about the visual 
impact.  • There are possible archaeological implications with evidence of 
Roman occupation.  • Much of Shellingford is within the 350m buffer zone 
stipulated in the 1996 Minerals and Waste Local Plan.  • Shellingford would be 
subjected to high levels of noise and dust; this would be increased if limestone 
was extracted at the site as well.  • Not seen as suitable for limestone 
extraction due to close proximity of settlement.  • Site is 12.8km south of RAF 
Brize Norton.  • Site is adjacent to West Oxon Heights Conversation Target 
Area.  • Site is within 250m of an SSSI.  • Proposed site contains an 
authorised landfill.  • The site as it is could be worked as an extension to the 
existing quarry and would have minimal impacts.  • If any expansion is 
permitted it is requested that it is kept away from Shellingford village. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Ban the crushing of limestone at the site. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Infill and return to agricultural use.  • Progressive restoration would be 
required. 
 
 
Site SS-09: Buckland Warren, near Gainfield 
Number of responses: 25 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There are houses within the 350m buffer zone stipulated in the 1996 
Minerals and Waste Plan.  • Concerns about the impact of noise and dust on 
nearby properties.  • The assumed, necessary extraction of limestone would 
increase the volume of dust and noise.  • Access to the site would have to be 
via the B4508 or the minor road from Gainfield to Buckland, both of which are 
unsuitable for further use by heavy lorries.  Also access to the A417 at 
Shellingford and A420 would increase the danger at both of these sites.  • 
Increased traffic would disrupt the villages.  • The majority of the site is 
covered with established woodland and ancient trees, including a double row 
of ancient yews, which the area cannot afford to lose.  • Site also includes a 
County Wildlife Site and a SSSI and is within West Oxon Heights 
Conversation Target Area.  • Two popular footpaths and bridleways would be 
lost.  • Site is 10.75km south east of RAF Brize Norton.  • The site could be 
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accessed through Hatford Quarry.  • Site is less than 50m from a historic 
landfill site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Agricultural use.  • Long term restoration to restore the woodland. 
 
 
Site SS-10: South of Cothill 
Number of responses: 18 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Due to weight restriction, lorries would have to use the Gozzards Ford to 
Tubney route which is unsuitable for an increase in such traffic.  This is 
especially so at the A338 and A415 junctions.  • Additional traffic would 
increase congestion and pose additional hazards.  There are regular 
accidents at nearby junctions already and increased traffic could increase the 
number of accidents.  • This is an inappropriate development for the Green 
Belt.  There is currently no industrial activity so extraction would not be 
appropriate for the nature of the area.  • Site is adjacent to a historic landfill 
site.  • The site is within Oxford Heights West Conversation Target Area and 
close to Gozzards Ford Fen County Wildlife Site, Dry Sandford and Cothill 
SSSI’s, Cothill Fen Special Area Conversation, Cothill National Nature 
Reserve and Gozzards Ford Fen and East Dry Sandford BBOWT.  • Pollution, 
noise and nuisance would be of concern for local residents and impact on 
their quality of life.  • Concerns that dust could pose a health hazard for local 
children.  • There is no land available to create a buffer zone.  • The site is 
1km north west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  • Concerns about the impact 
on house prices. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Landfill would be inappropriate. 
 
 
Site SS-11: Great Park Farm near Besselsleigh 
Number of responses: 13 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site is located within the Green Belt.  • Site is within Oxford Heights 
West Conversation Target Area and contains Cothill Fen SSSI, Cothill Fen 
Special Area of Conservation and Lashford Lane Fen BBOWT.  • It appears 
that the site includes the Lashford Lane Nature Reserve (SSSI).  • Site is on 
an area of licensed abstraction.  • The site is close to housing to the east.  • 
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Site is 2km north west of Dalton Barracks Aerodrome.  This site is very close 
to an MOD aerodrome and is therefore a major concern.   
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SS-12: Extension to Bowling Green Farm, Chinham Farm, Faringdon 
Number of responses: 9 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Access via main road.  • Close to an existing facility, with no specific 
designations and not close to any settlements.  • Site is 12km south of RAF 
Brize Norton.  • The current eastern boundary is visually intrusive so further 
working in this direction would be unacceptable. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Reduce proposed expansion towards Shellingford village and the Fernham 
Road.  • Substantial bunding to partially mitigate visual intrusion. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Progressive restoration would be required. 
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ANNEX C – Crushed Rock Sites 
 
 
Site CR-01: Merton Grounds Farm, Wendlebury 
Number of responses: 12 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site is in a remote area.  • The site is not well served by the local road 
network but it is close to the railway at Ambrosden.  • There is concern with 
the transport implications of the operations at this site, particularly safe access 
to and from the M40.  • The countryside is flat so would be visually intrusive 
unless carefully designed.  • The land is currently arable land so of low 
ecological interest.  • There is a high water table so a quarry would require 
dewatering.  • The proximity to the motorway means that there is already high 
background noise.  • During the construction of the M40 in 1989, a quarry 
near Merton was used to supply lower layer aggregate.  The upper layers of 
the quarry were found to be acceptable for capping layer whilst the lower 
strata proved acceptable sub-base.  In order to check the geological plans a 
borehole survey was conducted in Oct 1992.  • Serious concerns about the 
close proximity of the site to Merton Village, in particular residential properties 
and a nursing home. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• A landscape buffer zone could be established to protect the eastern edge of 
Merton with little local impact.  • Trees could be planted to reduce the visual 
impact of the site.  • A conveyor could be constructed to link the site with the 
railway and so negate the need to use the local roads.  • A one way traffic 
management scheme could be introduced to reduce impact on local area.  • A 
footpath could be diverted.  • Bicester has been identified as an area for 
substantial growth therefore local materials would reduce travel, the carbon 
footprint and produce return material for restoration.  • Employment would be 
created.  • The working area should be as far as possible away from the 
Village in order to mitigate any dust issues.  • Transport impacts could be 
mitigated through sustainable trip generation, demand management, effective 
transport plans, working hours, routing agreements and utilisation of rail 
depots to minimise impact on the strategic road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• A lake due to high water table.  • Restoration with inert material. 
 
 
Site CR -02: Sturt Farm Extension, Whitehill Quarry, Burford 
(Shilton/Swinbrook) 
Number of responses: 8 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is 7.5km north west of RAF Brize Norton.  • Impact on Sturt Farm and 
residential properties.  • Site is less than 50m from a private water supply.  • 
Properties rely on fresh water boreholes and there are already extraction 
problems.  • Site crossed by Akeman Street.  • Within close proximity of 
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AONB.  • Visible from the A40.  • Country lanes unsuitable for vehicle access 
to site.  • Site is on a major aquifer.   
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
Site CR -03: Southern Extension to Rollright Quarry, Little Rollright, 
Chipping Norton 
Number of responses: 25 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Poor local roads.  • HGV’s would have to pass Rollright Stones and there are 
concerns about potential hazards to pedestrians.  • High probability of noise 
pollution.  • Low visual impact due to location and vegetation.  • Low economic 
impact.  • Low manning levels supplied out of local area.  • Within an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty.  • The current boundary is incorrect – it should 
show the northern boundary sharing a common boundary with the southern 
edge of the land with current planning permission • Site is on a major aquifer.  
• Site is less than 250m from a historic landfill. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Roads would need to be upgraded which wouldn’t be cost-effective unless 
tied to proposed A44 diversion route. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Inert non-hazardous waste disposal.  • Left as a quarry either for nature 
reserve or recreation (e.g. rock climbing). 
 
 
Site CR -04: Western extension to Worsham Quarry, Asthall 
Number of responses: 9 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is 4.5km north of RAF Brize Norton.  • Within an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty.  • Close proximity to Barrow Farm and properties within 
Worsham. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
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Site CR -05: Shipton-on-Cherwell Quarry 
Number of responses: 10 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Due to the close proximity of the airport, any activity which might attract 
birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, could increase 
birdstrike.  • Site is within Lower Cherwell Valley Conversation Target Area, 
contains Bunkers Hill Quarry County Wildlife Site, Shipton-on-Cherwell & 
Whitehall Farm Quarries SSSI and is close to Bletchingdon Quarry County 
Wildlife Site.  • Site is included in the Cherwell District Council Non-Statutory 
Local Plan 2011 although this position will be examined in the course of 
producing the Council’s Local Development Framework and the site has been 
identified for discussion in the Council’s Bicester and Central Oxfordshire Site 
Allocations Development Plan Document Issues and Options Paper (June 
2007).  • Kilbride Properties has a current planning application to extract the 
remaining limestone from the quarry, which already has permission for further 
extraction as a ‘Dormant ROMP’ site.  As such the site is an existing 
commitment and the reserves should be included in the minerals landbank.  • 
Site is on a major aquifer.  • Site is on a historic landfill.  • Site is less than 
50m from a private water supply. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site CR -06: Western extension to Hatford Quarry, Sandy Lane, Hatford 
Number of responses: 8 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• It has been noted that the western extension falls outside the strategic areas 
identified and should not be taken further.  • Only accessible via rural roads.  • 
Site is 12.8km south of RAF Brize Norton.  • The area shown in the 
consultation document is incorrect.  • Further investigations have revealed the 
presence of workable limestone within the worked out part of the existing sand 
quarry.  There are estimated reserves of 300,000 tonnes of limestone and 
50,000 tonnes of sand. • A new planning application is being prepared.  • The 
site is not affected by any significant planning constraints.  • There is excellent 
existing access onto the B4508 and then A417.  • There would be minimal 
impacts as it is a remote site and already well screened.  • There is a buffer 
zone of 150m to the nearest dwelling, The Hideaway. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
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Potential after-use 
• The site would be restored to agriculture. 
 
 
Site CR -07: Land adjacent to Whitehall Quarry, Burford 
Number of responses: 8 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is 7.5km north west of RAF Brize Norton.  • Within close proximity of 
Sturt Farm.  • If vehicle access is onto A40, this is an already busy section. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
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ANNEX D – Secondary and Recycled Aggregate Producing Sites 
 
 
Site SR-01: Long Meadow, Challow Marsh Farm, West Challow 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• No comments were received regarding issues and impacts for this site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating any perceived impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-02: Wroxton Fields Quarry, Wroxton, Banbury 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site is isolated and the A422 already has a high numbers of HGV’s, 
more lorries passing through Wroxton and Drayton would be unacceptable.  • 
There is a concern with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the M40.  • Brought in materials would be 
louder and dustier than the present ‘green’ stone, especially if the crusher 
moves closer to the A422 (a more exposed location).  • The site is already 
being quarried and therefore should not be open to consultation.  • 
Preparations for access road have already begun but they are not shown on 
the consultation map.  • Trees were planted along A422 for noise protection 
but they are not marked on the map.  • 50yr old permissions allow land to be 
quarried, therefore not open to negotiation or consultation.  • Questions were 
raised about which existing facility the quarry company would use for crushing 
and screening. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
Site SR-03: Within existing Shellingford Quarry Landfill Site 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Within an existing quarry with good access, but there could be noise 
implications for nearby village.  • It is felt that overtime, noise, dust and other 
hazards associated with extraction the waste facilities, will seriously impact on 
the lives of local residents.  • Concern about impact on house prices.  • 
Operation within the quarry would have limited impact. 
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Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-04: Whitehill Quarry, Burford 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Within close proximity of Sturt Farm.  • If vehicle access is onto A40, this is 
an already busy section. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-05: Former Quarry off Downs Road (adjacent to Standlake 
Arena), Standlake 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Due to the close proximity of the airport, any activity which might attract 
birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, could have a 
detrimental effect.  • Intrusion on recreational area.  • Impact upon existing 
properties – dust, noise. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• Parts of the site could be considered for permanent use a recycled 
aggregates facility. 
 
 
Site SR-06: Grove Business Park, Wantage 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Current business park with vacant land but is protected from other uses by 
policy E10 in the adopted Vale Local Plan as it is the only site with 
development potential close to the Grove.  • New housing will also be built 
very close to it.  • There is concern with the transport implications of 
operations at this site, particularly safe access to and from the A34. 
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Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-07: Prospect Farm, Chilton 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Very isolated site with very poor road access and lies within an AONB. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-08: Wicklesham Quarry, Faringdon 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• No comments were received regarding issues and impacts for this site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating any impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-09: Tubney Wood Quarry, Besselsleigh 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• No comments were received regarding issues and impacts for this site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating any impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
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Site SR-10: Ewelme Quarry, Wallingford 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• This site has been active for a prolonged period.  Proposals have been 
received for development of the depot.  • The site is in the AONB which has a 
national reputation for walking routes and other recreational activities.  • A well 
used footpath passes through the site.  • The Ewelme Conservation Area is 
close to the site and buildings and their setting might by detrimentally affected 
by traffic.  • Traffic for this site would need to use small, unsuitable roads.  • 
The site is not close to settlements.  • There are few jobs locally and working 
would provide employment opportunities. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Upgrade Clacks Lane.  • Traffic management plan. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-11: Sutton Courtenay Landfill 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There is concern with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the A34. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-12: Playhatch Quarry, nr Reading 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The site is close to residential properties, continued use for processing and 
recycling aggregates should not result in noise and dust nuisance.  • The site 
has been operating long enough to demonstrate that there is no adverse 
impact on the local amenity and the recycling activity has wider environmental 
benefits.  • The site is distant from any growth areas.  • Traffic would need to 
travel through urban areas of Caversham and Wallingford which would 
exacerbate traffic problems in the area.  • The site is well related to the local 
road network via Dunsden Green Lane and the roundabout junction with the 
A4155.  • The site is in close proximity to the Chilterns AONB.  • The site is an 
appropriate size to enable feedstock and products to be adequately 
separated.   The site is well located to serve Reading and south east 
Oxfordshire, including Henley. 
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Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Lorries could be required to drive slowly through Playhatch village and traffic 
calming could be introduced if this agreement is broken. 
 
Potential after-use 
No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-13: New Wintles Farm, Eynsham 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• This is on the site of an old quarry and is recycling old and used building 
materials especially concrete.  • There are ameliorating measures which have 
worked.  It is causing no environmental problems and its life should be 
extended beyond 2009.  • Due to the close proximity of the airport, any activity 
which might attract birds, such as water development, waste handling or 
landfill, could have a detrimental effect.  • There is concern with the transport 
implications of operations at this site, particularly safe access to and from the 
A34. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-14: Slape Hill Quarry, Glympton 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Site is close to Blenheim World Heritage site.  • Poor access.  • Concerns 
about the impact of increased heavy traffic on Woodstock, part of which is a 
Conservation Area, and Blenheim.  • Concerns about noise pollution. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
Site SR-15: Old Brickworks Farm, Bletchingdon 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There is concern with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • The site is a disused quarry in 
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the green belt.  • This site would be suitable for a small scale waste 
management activities.  • A small scale secondary aggregate/recycling facility 
would similarly be acceptable in principle. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-16: Lakeside Industrial Park, (M Wyatt) Standlake 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Intrusion upon existing businesses – dust, noise, etc.  • Land allocated for 
employment in Local Plan. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-17: Worsham Quarry, Asthall, near Minster Lovell 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Impact on AONB. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• The eastern part of the existing landfill and recycling site could be 
considered for permanent use as a recycled aggregates facility. 
 
 
Site SR-18: Gill Mill Quarry, Ducklington, Witney 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• No comments were received regarding issues and impacts for this site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating any impacts. 
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Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-19: Sandfields Farm, Over Norton 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Impact on amenity of Sand Fields Farm, The Bungalows and Caroline 
Colyear cottages.  • Impact on AONB. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-20: Worton Farm, Cassington 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There is concern with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the A34.  The site has excellent access 
directly on to the A40 via a grade separated junction.  • Impact on the local 
amenity would be minimal.  The nearest sensitive receptor is 500m away and 
the site is visually well screened by bunding, trees and hedgerows.  • Public 
footpath 5 is in the process of being permanently diverted to prevent users 
being adversely affected by site workings.  • An adjoining site has been 
operating long enough to demonstrate that there is no adverse impact on local 
amenity and that there are wider environmental benefits.  • There are 
concerns about adverse effects on drainage of Yarnton.  • Concerns about 
impact of noise and dust.  • Site is partly in Flood Zone 2. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-21: Milton Road, Bloxham 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Continuation of authorised activities at the site would be acceptable.  
However, additional processing and recycling of aggregate would not be 
conducive with securing satisfactory living conditions on the adjacent Gypsy 
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and Traveller site or the occupiers of the permitted new housing to the west of 
the site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-22: Ferris Hill Farm, Hook Norton 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• The current site has had complaints about traffic (despite routing 
agreement), lights and untidy site and site spread.  • Happy for site to remain 
as it is remote and it is in an exposed position, but it should remain low key 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-23: Childrey Quarry 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• No comments were received regarding issues and impacts for this site. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating any impacts. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-24: Dix Pit, Stanton Harcourt 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Due to the close proximity of the airport, any activity which might attract 
birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, could have a 
detrimental effect.  • Permanent facility would conflict with longer term 
restoration of this area. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
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Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-25: Didcot ‘A’ Power Station 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concerns about the environmental impact of dumping ash ‘waste’ in Radley 
Lakes.  Since there are several alternatives, NPower should be required to 
use to less environmentally damaging method.  • There is concern with the 
transport implications of operations at this site, particularly safe access to and 
from the A34. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• By making use of the ash, the cement-like materials produced save CO2 that 
would otherwise be produced by cement production.  • Transport impacts 
could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, demand management, 
effective transport plans, working hours, routing agreements and utilisation of 
rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
Site SR-26: Overthorpe Recycling Centre, Banbury 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There is concern with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the M40. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site SR-27: Lakeside Industrial Park (Mick’s Skips), Standlake 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Intrusion upon existing businesses – dust, noise.  • Land allocated for 
employment in Local Plan. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• No comments were received regarding mitigating the above perceived 
impacts. 
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Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
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ANNEX E – Rail Depot Sites 
 
 
Site RD-01: Old Abingdon Railway Spur, Radley Rail Head 
Number of responses: 17 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Planning permission for current extraction at Thrupp Lane was grated on the 
condition it was temporary.  If the Rail Head was opened up it would 
effectively make the Thrupp Lane arrangement permanent.  This would 
contravene the original planning decision and advice given to prospective 
home owners.  • Thrupp Lane is a single-track lane and would be unsuitable 
for further use by HGV’s.  It has been described as a “failed” road due to the 
current level of traffic.  • There is concern with the transport implications of 
operations at this site, particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • Thrupp 
Lane is part of SUSTRANS (The Sustainable Transport Charity) National 
Cycle Route 5 and Footpath 9 and there are concerns about the safety of 
cyclists.  • Increased noise pollution would be unacceptable.  • This site 
should only be considered if there were sufficient mineral reserves waiting to 
be worked to justify a rail depot.  Otherwise, transport by road would have 
serious consequences for traffic in and around Abingdon.  • Site is located in a 
Green Belt. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Road access to the rail depot could be gained via Barton Lane, which has 
direct access to the Abingdon Ring Road.  • Transport impacts could be 
mitigated through sustainable trip generation, demand management, effective 
transport plans, working hours, routing agreements and utilisation of rail 
depots to minimise impact on the strategic road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site RD-02: Shipton-on Cherwell Quarry 
Number of responses: 8 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Due to the close proximity of the airport, any activity which might attract 
birds, such as water development, waste handling or landfill, could have a 
detrimental effect.  • There is concern with the transport implications of 
operations at this site, particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • Site is 
included in the Cherwell District Council Non-Statutory Local Plan 2011 
although this position will be examined in the course of producing the 
Council’s Local Development Framework and the site has been identified for 
discussion in the Council’s Bicester and Central Oxfordshire Site Allocations 
Development Plan Document Issues and Options Paper (June 2007) • The 
level of use and noise would need to be controlled.  • There is a current 
planning application for a rail aggregates depot at the quarry as part of a 
comprehensive development. 
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Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
Site RD-03: Appleford Sidings, Sutton Courtenay 
Number of responses: 19 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There is concern with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the A34.  • Site is a current rail facility and 
providing there are sufficient reserves in the vicinity to justify its retention it 
should be protected. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 
 
Site RD-04: Hennef Way, Banbury 
Number of responses: 6 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• There is concern with the transport implications of operations at this site, 
particularly safe access to and from the M40.  • The site is partly in Flood 
Zone 2. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
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Site RD-05: Oxford Road, Kidlington 
Number of responses: 8 
 
Issues and impacts associated with minerals working at the site 
• Concern about additional use of the rail site would cause further traffic 
congestion (should be addressed in Local Transport Plan).  • Current work 
hours should be adhered to in order to limit impact on local residents.  • Due 
to the close proximity of the airport, any activity which might attract birds, such 
as water development, waste handling or landfill, could have a detrimental 
effect.  • There is concern with the transport implications of operations at this 
site, particularly safe access to and from the A34. 
 
Potential actions to mitigate the impacts 
• Transport impacts could be mitigated through sustainable trip generation, 
demand management, effective transport plans, working hours, routing 
agreements and utilisation of rail depots to minimise impact on the strategic 
road network. 
 
Potential after-use 
• No comments were received regarding potential after-use of this site. 
 


