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Minerals Sites Selection Methodology 
 
Introduction 
 
1. This document sets out the County Councils methodology and process for 

selecting minerals extraction sites to be identified in the minerals site 
proposals documents which will form part of the Oxfordshire Minerals and 
Waste Development Framework (MWDF). The methodology details the 
proposed steps that will be carried out up to the publication of the minerals 
site proposals preferred options for full public consultation, anticipated in May 
2007.  

 
2. The methodology has been set out to follow a number of basic principles and 

be in accordance with relevant planning guidance. It is important that the 
principles set out in the methodology are in line with the guidance in PPS121 
which states that “the identification of sites (within a local development 
document) should be founded on a robust and credible assessment of the 
suitability, availability and accessibility of land for particular uses or mix of 
uses”. The methodology and site selection process will therefore: 

 
• identify areas and sites in accordance with national, regional and local 

minerals planning policy 
• identify all possible areas and sites and give sound reasons and 

justification for including or discounting them  
• follow a consistent approach throughout the process (all areas and 

sites will be assessed in the same way using a consistent set of 
criteria) 

• be based on the most up-to-date information possible (with clear 
sources of information) to allow for consistent and informed 
judgements  

• be flexible to allow for changing circumstances that may occur 
throughout the process 

• allow for comment and consultation at its various stages and in 
accordance with the MWDF Statement of Community Involvement2 

• keep a clear audit trail so that the process followed and the decisions 
made are transparent and accessible 

 
 
3. The site selection process will follow six steps until full public consultation on 

the site proposals document, full details of these steps and the key tasks 
within them are set out in detail throughout the methodology. The steps for 
the site selection methodology are: 

  
                                                 
1 Planning Policy Statement 12 – Local Development Frameworks, ODPM, 2004 
2 Oxfordshire Statement of Community Involvement - Submission Document, Oxfordshire County Council, 
February 2006 
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(i) Preparation and drawing up of methodology for site selection 
(ii) Carry out county wide strategic assessment of minerals resource to 

identify strategic option or options (areas) 
(iii) Identify and carry out detailed assessment of minerals sites in 

selected option or options (areas)  
(iv) Reporting procedures (MWDF Member Working Group, 

Environment and Economy Scrutiny Committee and Cabinet) 
(v) Approval procedures (MWDF Member Working Group, 

Environment and Economy Scrutiny Committee, Cabinet and 
County Council) 

(vi) Public consultation on Minerals Site Proposals Preferred Options 
and Proposals 

 
 
Step (i) - Preparation and drawing up of methodology for site selection 
 
Identify and establish the need for minerals, types and timeframe 
 
4. The Minerals and Waste Issues and Options Paper3 gives details of the 

options for the types and need for minerals in Oxfordshire and the timeframes 
that should be planned for. This methodology sets out the basic principles for 
identifying all types of minerals. Different considerations may need to be 
applied depending on the type of minerals being identified and assessed. 

 
5. The types of minerals that the MWDF will need to provide for will include sand 

and gravel (soft sand and sharp sand and gravel) and crushed rock 
(limestone and ironstone). A process of assessment will be carried out for all 
types of minerals required to be planned for. 

 
6. The final decision on the need, types and timeframe to be provided for will 

have an impact on the number of sites that need to be identified in the sites 
proposals document to meet these overall minerals requirements. 

 
Identify key relevant policies for consideration in identifying minerals sites 
 
7. There are a number key polices at national, regional and local level that have 

been taken into account in drawing up the methodology for selecting minerals  
areas and sites. These policies will be used to inform the approach to the 
methodology whilst some will specifically be taken into account when looking 
at the criteria for carrying out the strategic assessment of the minerals 
resource and also when assessing and selecting detailed individual minerals 
sites (these criteria are set out in Annex 1 and discussed in the document).  

 
 
 
                                                 
3 The Minerals and Waste Issues and Options Paper was published for public consultation in June 2006 
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National planning policies:  
 
8. National policy for minerals planning is mainly contained in the Government’s 

minerals planning guidance notes (MPGs), which are in the process of being 
replaced by minerals policy statements (MPSs). The most relevant national 
policies to selecting minerals extraction site are the emerging policies in 
MPS14 and adopted MPG15 and MPS26.  

 
9. Other planning policy statements such as PPS77 have also been taken into 

consideration where appropriate and where there is no duplication with what 
is stated in the relevant minerals guidance. PPS12 also give guidance for site 
proposals documents, this is highlighted in paragraph 2. 

 
Document and policy  Key considerations 
 
MPS1: 

 
• Protect national and international areas of importance 

(unless it can be demonstrated that the proposed 
development is in the public interest) 

• Minerals planning authorities (MPAs) should have the best 
available information on minerals resources within their 
areas and the social and environmental constraints on them 

• Only permit mineral proposals within or adjacent to 
European Sites (classified Special Protection Areas, 
candidate and classified Special Areas of Conservation and 
listed Ramsar Convention sites) if they would not have a 
significant effect on the integrity of the sites in terms of 
meeting the ecological objectives for the sites 

• Ensure that major developments do not take place in 
National Parks, the Broads, New Forest heritage area, 
AONB and World Heritage Sites except in exceptional 
circumstances  

• Mineral proposals that are likely to affect SSSIs must have a 
rigorous examination of whether the need for minerals 
outweigh the impact to the features that make it a SSSI (the 
same for European Protected Species) 

• Where minerals proposals would cause damage to 
nationally important archaeological remains or their setting, 
there is a presumption in favour of the physical preservation 
of remains in situ 

• Consider carefully minerals proposals in regional and local 
sites of biodiversity and geological interest. The degree of 
protection given to local sites of biodiversity and geological 
interest should be commensurate with their relevant 
biodiversity and geological importance 

                                                 
4 Minerals Policy Statement 1 – Planning and Minerals, ODPM, (consultation drafts) November 2004 and 
July 2005  
5 Minerals Planning Guidance Note 1 – General Considerations and the Development Plan System, ODPM 
,June 1996 
6 Minerals Policy Statement 2 – Controlling and mitigating the environmental effects of minerals extraction 
in England, ODPM, March 2005 
7 Planning Policy Statement 7 – Sustainable Development in Rural Areas, ODPM, 2004 
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• There is a general presumption against inappropriate 
development in the Green Belt, which should not be 
approved except in very special circumstances, mineral 
extraction need not be inappropriate development or conflict 
with the purposes of designating Green Belts. However in 
permitting development in the Green Belt authorities should 
ensure that high environmental standards are maintained 
and restored in accordance with Green Belt objectives 

• The preservation of listed buildings and nationally important 
archaeological remains, unless overriding reasons that are 
of national importance 

• Seek to use areas of poorer quality of land in preference to 
that of higher quality and protect the wider largely 
undeveloped countryside 

• Indicate areas where future mineral working may be 
sustainable 

• Promote and enable the bulk movement of material by rail, 
inland waterways and sea transport 

• Carry out the requirement to consider (with the Environment 
Agency) mineral developments and the effect upon surface, 
ground and water table supplies 

• Ensure (with the Environment Agency) that in areas at risk 
of flooding, mineral extraction does not have a significant 
adverse impact on flood flows or storage capacity 

• Provide clear guide to mineral operators and the public 
about locations where extraction could take place & 
development and control policies 

• All proposals for allocating land for minerals purposes will 
be included on an OS map 

• MPAs should appraise the policy options in terms of their 
social, environmental and economic effects and against the 
objective of securing a prudent use of natural resources   

• Local authorities are required to undertake a formal SA 
incorporating a SEA 

• The Rural White Paper (2000) made clear that planning 
decisions should consider the overall value of the land in 
what countryside should have greater protection 

• MPAs should consider the agricultural quality of the land, 
together with other sustainability considerations, poor 
quality land is preferred to high quality land 

• In preparing development plans MPAs should take account 
of the need to protect existing woodland, and consider the 
creation of new woodlands 

• The Good Practice Guidance to MPS1 gives further detailed  
guidance (relating to above points) on the considerations for 
preparing development plans 

 
 
MPG1: 
 

 
Key policy considerations for mineral planning: 
 
• The objectives for sustainable development for minerals 

planning are – to conserve minerals as far as possible; 
ensure that the environmental impacts and transport 
considerations are kept to an acceptable minimum; 
encourage efficient use of minerals; encourage sensitive 
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working, restoration and aftercare practices; protect areas of 
designated landscape or nature conservation value from 
development, other than exceptional circumstances and 
prevent the unnecessary sterilisation of minerals resources 

• Safeguarding – the planning system has an important role 
to play in safeguarding deposits 

• Ensuring supply – plans should make appropriate provision 
for the supply of minerals and provide an effective 
framework within which the industry may make applications 

• The need to maintain a landbank of minerals and plan for 
the continuity of production 

• Should indicate areas for possible future working, this may 
take the form of specific sites, preferred areas or areas of 
search 

• The importance of protecting national parks, AONBs, 
SSSIs, National Nature Reserves, Special Protection Areas, 
Special Areas of Conservation, Ramsar sites, other 
environmentally important areas, agricultural land, forestry, 
water environment, archaeology, listed buildings and the 
historic environment , Green Belt, transport and restoration, 
aftercare and afteruse 

 
 
MPS 2: 
 

 
Development plan proposals and polices for minerals extraction 
should take into account: 
 
• Impacts of mineral working, such as visual intrusion, 

dewatering, water pollution, noise, dust and fine particles, 
blasting and traffic 

• The impacts on landscape, agricultural land, soil resources, 
ecology and wildlife, including severance of landscape and 
habitat loss, and impacts on sites of nature conservation, 
archaeological and cultural heritage value 

• The benefits such as providing an adequate supply of 
minerals to the economy and hence for society (including 
construction materials needed for the development of 
national infrastructure and the creation of sustainable 
communities), creating job opportunities, and the scope for 
landscape, biodiversity and amenity improvements through 
mineral working and subsequent restoration 

• The importance of the proximity of mineral workings to 
communities  

 
 
Regional planning polices: 
 
10. Current approved regional policy for minerals planning is contained in the 

Government’s regional planning guidance for the South East – RPG98. 
Alterations to the minerals policies in RPG9 were approved by the Secretary 
of State in June 2006. These changes to RPG9 have been incorporated into 

                                                 
8 Regional Planning Guidance for the South East (RPG9), Government Office for the South East, March 
2001 
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the emerging South East Plan which was submitted to government and 
published for public consultation at the end of March 2006. The South East 
Plan will be the new regional spatial strategy for the south east replacing 
regional planning guidance.  

 
 
Document and policy  Key considerations 
 
Draft South East Plan9: 
Section D6 - Waste and 
Minerals  
 

 
• Regional minerals policies are guided by sustainable 

development as a key principle 
• The need to safeguard the regions naturally occurring 

minerals 
• Protect the environment and local amenity 
• Minimise the adverse impacts of the transport of minerals 

and construction materials 
• Only exceptional circumstances would permit extraction or 

processing in locations of special landscape importance, 
such as AONBs, or internationally or nationally designated 
areas of nature conservation importance such as Special 
Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas 
(SPA) or Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

• The extent of some environmental constraints is likely to 
cause difficulties in maintaining some minerals reserves 
across the region, accordingly the potential for mineral 
extraction to take place as carefully considered exceptions 
to national policy in areas subject to these constraints 
should be kept under review 

• The identification and approval of mineral sites, their 
working and their subsequent re-use/restoration cannot be 
seen in isolation, minerals make a crucial contribution to the 
wider economic and development activity 

 
 
Local planning polices: 
 
11. The Oxfordshire Structure Plan 201610 provides the strategic planning policy 

framework for Oxfordshire until it is superseded by the emerging South East 
Plan. The Structure Plan contains policies that give guidance on the location 
of sites for mineral working to be included in the MWDF. Policy M2 lists 
criteria for sites to be identified in the MWDF, these criteria are listed below. 
The criteria in policy M2 will be used in the strategic and detailed assessment 
of areas and sites for mineral working, some of the criteria in M2 are identified 
as environmental constraints or other considerations to be used in the 
assessment process (these are set out in Annex 1). 

 
 

                                                 
9 Draft South East Plan for Submission to Government, South East England Regional Assembly, March 
2006 
10 Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2016, Oxfordshire County Council, October 2005 
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12.  The Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan11 contains detailed polices 
for the control of minerals developments and covers the period to 2006. The 
process of selecting areas and sites will also need to take account of the 
emerging MWDF Core Strategy. 

 
Document and policy  Key considerations 
 
Oxfordshire Structure Plan: 
Policy M2 

 
In identifying appropriate locations for Sand and Gravel working 
in the MWDF the County Council will: 
 
• take account of the distribution of sand and gravel 

resources 
• the existing pattern of supply and distribution of workings 
• proximity to main market areas 
• accessibility to main transport routes 
• risk of birdstrike 
• restoration and after use potential 
• development plan policies, in particular which seek to 

safeguard important archaeological remains, historic 
buildings and areas; areas and sites of nature conservation 
importance, especially Special Areas of Conservation and 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest; features of landscape 
importance, especially Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty; best and most versatile land; the water 
environment; land uses which are sensitive to nuisance and 
the safety and convenience of all road users, including 
pedestrians and cyclists 

 
The supporting text to policy M2 includes the following important 
considerations: 
 

• The assessment of options for locating will include 
consideration of the advantages and disadvantages of 
concentrating workings in large strategic resource areas 
compared with a more dispersed pattern of smaller 
working areas 

• Will consider the scope that different options offer not 
only for the importance of minimising and mitigating 
environmental damage but also for benefits to be 
secured, for example, through increased biodiversity or 
the creation of opportunities for recreation 

• The cumulative impacts of mineral development  
• The potential for material to be transported other than 

by road will also be taken into account 
 

 
Other key relevant Structure 
Plan policies: 

 
G4, G5, T4, EN1, EN2, EN3, EN4, EN6, EN7, EN8, EN9, R2, 
R3, R4 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
11 Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan, Oxfordshire County Council, July 1996 
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Oxfordshire Minerals and 
Waste Local Plan1996: 
 

 
Relevant Local Plan policies include: 
 
PE1, PE2, PE3, PE4, PE5, PE7, PE8, PE9, PE10, PE11, PE14  
 

 
Identify information sources and possible gaps 
 
13.  The information sources for the minerals site selection criteria are shown in 

column C of Annex 1. These sources will be drawn from the County Council’s 
own information and sources, relevant technical agencies (external 
information) and from site visits. This list of information sources is an ongoing 
draft working list and will be amended or added to as the site selection 
process develops.   

 
Consult stakeholders on methodology 
 
14.  The Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Stakeholder Forum (held on 4 May 

2006) was used to provide an input and allow comment and discussion from 
consultees, industry and other interest groups on the drawing up of the site 
selection methodology.  

 
15.  The stakeholder forum generated valuable debate on the draft methodology 

put before the group, the results of this stakeholder forum have be considered 
and used in setting out the final methodology.12 Although this document will 
be seen as the basis for the final methodology used for the site selection 
process, the methodology will be flexible to allow for updates if needed, e.g. 
to allow for new information sources, changes in policy or any comments 
received on the Issues and Options Paper. The stakeholder forum will be 
used again in the future to discuss the outcomes of assessment work.   

 
16. The stakeholder forum expressed a wish that the assessment process should 

be as transparent as possible. The different stages of mapping and the results 
of the assessments carried out will be reported to the stakeholder forum. This 
will be done throughout the process and when the stakeholder forum 
considers the assessment process in more detail.  

 
Identify and select strategic and detailed site selection criteria 
 
17. The assessment of strategic areas and detailed sites will use two types of 

assessment criteria; these will be referred to as ‘environmental factors’ and 
‘other considerations’, both of which are discussed in detail below. The 
Minerals and Waste Issues and Options Paper also discusses criteria to be 
used and any possible weighting in terms of importance. Any comments on 

                                                 
12 Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Development Framework: Report of the third meeting of the 
Minerals and Waste Forum on 4 May 2006, Proteus Public Relations, May 2006 
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these criteria in the Issues and Options Paper will feed into the final 
methodology.  

 
18. Environmental factors – these have been selected in order to identify and 

assess areas and sites against. They have also been selected as to whether 
they are considered strategic or detailed environmental factors (or in some 
cases to be used as both strategic and detailed depending on the 
circumstances of a particular area or site). Strategic environmental factors will 
be used during Step (ii) of the process; detailed environmental factors will 
then be applied to Step (iii).  

 
19. The environmental factors and their relative merits have been identified using 

national, regional and local planning policy, previous assessment work carried 
out by the county council, drawing on work carried out by other mineral 
planning authorities and during officer discussions. They have also been 
analysed and discussed further at the stakeholder forum on the proposed 
methodology which took place during May 2006. Annex 1 sets out full details 
of the environmental factors being used in the assessment process and at 
what stage they will be applied. 

 
20.  Environmental factors will be scored to assess the relative potential impact 

upon them as a result of minerals development. The following simple scoring 
system will be used to assess each environmental factor from the potential 
impact of an identified strategic resource area or detailed minerals site.  

 
Scoring system for environmental factors: 
 
XX – Potentially high impact 
  
X – Potential medium impact 
 

 - Potential low impact 
 

 - Potentially no impact 
 

21.  A scoring matrix will be used to show this assessment exercise, Annex 2 
shows an example matrix. The scoring matrix will be completed using plans 
showing environmental constraint factors (where information is available), 
information from other relevant sources and from sites visits where required. 
A full description of the area or site will also be used to compliment the 
scoring matrix.  

 
22.  By using a scoring matrix to identify the potential impacts on the environment 

factors it will be possible to build up a picture of the potential cumulative 
impact on an individual area or site, e.g. if an area or site has a large number 
of environmental factors that are scored as ‘potentially high impact’ then the 
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relative cumulative impact could be assessed. The same method could also 
be applied when considering and scoring other considerations. 

 
23.  Other considerations – these have also been identified to assess strategic 

areas and detailed sites against. They have been identified and selected 
using the same methods as the environmental constraints (as highlighted in 
paragraph 19). These other considerations are not regarded as environmental 
constraint factors but are of such importance to still be used to assess 
strategic areas and detailed sites. Annex 1 sets out full details of the other 
considerations being used and at what stage they will be applied.  

 
24.  The other considerations identified will also be scored to assess their relative 

advantages/disadvantages or the potential impact upon them. The same 
principles will be used as set out in paragraphs 20 to 22. It will not however be 
appropriate to score some of the other considerations in the same way as the 
environmental constraints as it will not be possible to score whether an area 
or site will have a particular impact upon it. Some of the other considerations 
will need to be assessed as to how well they score against the other 
considerations rather than the impact upon them, e.g. how does detailed site 
x score in terms of access to any rail network? Some of the other 
considerations could be assessed using the simple scoring system set out 
below, whilst for others it may be more appropriate to use detailed comments 
on each area or site. 

 
Scoring system for (some) other considerations: 
 

 - Good 
 

 - Moderate 
 

 - Poor 
 
25.  Annex 2 shows an example scoring matrix of how this assessment of other 

considerations, which could be scored and which may need more detailed 
comments.  

 
Weighting of assessment criteria 
 
26.  The site selection criteria being used have been identified as to whether they 

are strategic or detailed so that they can be applied to the most appropriate 
assessment stage. It is also however necessary to identify which of these 
criteria are the most important in terms of weighting i.e. which are the most 
important and therefore given the most protection? After consultation with the 
Minerals and Waste Stakeholder Forum it was decided that those criteria with 
international and national importance would be given the most protection 
during the assessment process (this will also reflect their status in national 
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planning policy). These are identified in Annex 1 (highlighted in yellow) and 
referred to as ‘second sieve’ criteria. These ‘second sieve’ criteria will be 
assessed separately so as to recognise their importance and will be applied 
to the strategic assessment stage and the detailed assessment of sites where 
appropriate. Although these criteria will be seen as the ‘most important’ and 
therefore given the most protection they will not automatically rule out 
potential minerals areas or sites due to clauses such as ‘in exceptional 
circumstances’ (see paragraphs 8 and 9 on national planning policies).   

 
27.  It has also been appropriate to identify criteria that will automatically preclude 

(or rule out) minerals development from taking place. These criteria will be 
referred to as ‘first sieve’ criteria and are identified in Annex 1 (highlighted in 
red). At this stage ‘first sieve’ criteria will only include minerals resource 
covered by settlements. 

 
Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment) (SA/SEA) 
 
28.  SA/SEA will run in parallel to the site selection methodology and will be one 

of the decision making tools when identifying preferred options. A detailed 
review of SA/SEA, the processes involved and its relation to the Minerals and 
Waste Development Framework can be viewed in the corresponding Scoping 
Report.13 

 
29.  It is envisaged that the SA/SEA will assess the strategic option or options 

(areas) after the strategic level assessment as only reasonable options need 
to be appraised.14  There will also be an appraisal of the detailed minerals 
sites identified within the strategic option or options (areas). Work on this will 
be developed as the process is carried out, Figures 1 and 2 below set out 
when this work is anticipated to be incorporated into the process (this will be 
reviewed as the process is carried out). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
13 Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment) Scoping Report, Oxfordshire County Council, updated report June 
2006 
14 Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents, ODPM, 
November 2005, page 47   
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Step (ii) - Carry out county wide strategic assessment of minerals resource 
to identify strategic option or options (areas) 
 
30.  The Minerals and Waste Issues and Options Paper discusses possible 

strategic options for the identification of areas for minerals working (issues 2-
4). The options discussed in the report are based upon the present situation 
and previous options discussed within the county. Any responses to these 
options will feed into the work carried out on the strategic assessment of 
minerals resource. The strategic assessment exercise will be designed to 
identify, evaluate, discount and select all possible options and not just those 
discussed in the issues and options paper, although those will form the basis 
for the initial discussion and comment.  

31.  The flow chart below (Figure 1) shows the process for carrying out the 
strategic assessment of minerals resource to identify strategic option or 
options (areas), Annexes 1 and 2 should be read alongside Figure 1. Full 
details of each stage of Figure 1 will be set out and considered in more detail 
as the process is carried out, in particular the work on carrying out an SA/SEA 
of the identified least constrained/most feasible options (areas). 
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Task (6) Assess and compare identified areas against each other using remaining environmental 

  1 to 5 (it may also be appropriate to consider any 'second stage' criteria that are still relevant

Task (5) Identify least constrained/most feasible options (areas) 

↓

↓

↓

These 'second sieve' criteria are highlighted in yellow in column A of Annex 1

↓

Task (11) Reporting to MWDF Member Working Group

↓

These strategic environmental constraints and other considerations are identified in column A of Annex 1

Task (9) Consult stakeholders on identified least constrained/most feasible options (areas)

↓

↓

↓

↓

Task (10) Select preferred strategic area/or areas (using results and analysis of all previous tasks)

Task (7) Identify least constrained/most feasible options (areas) 

Task (8) Carry out basic SA/SEA of least constrained/most feasible options (areas)

FIGURE 1 – Strategic Assessment Flow Chart

Task (3) Identify major minerals resource areas not covered by 'first stage' criteria

At this stage this will involve mapping settlements only - see criteria 23 (shaded red) in column A of Annex 1

Task (1) Identify and map minerals resource

Task (2) Map 'first stage' criteria over minerals resource

Task (4) Map 'second stage' criteria within identified areas

↓

 to a particular area)

factors and other considerations that are regarded as strategic at this stage and not used in tasks
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Step (iii) - Identify and carry out detailed assessment of minerals sites in 
selected option or options (areas)  
 

32.  Once a preferred strategic area or areas have been identified an assessment 
will be carried out of the potential detailed minerals sites within them. The flow 
chart below (Figure 2) shows the process for carrying out the assessment of 
potential detailed minerals sites. Annexes 1 and 2 should be read alongside 
Figure 2. Full details of each stage of Figure 2 will be set out and considered 
in more detail as the process is carried out, in particular the work on carrying 
out an SA/SEA of detailed minerals sites. 
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Second stage detailed criteria (those seen as most important in terms of protection) will be considered first in this assessment

Task (9) Reporting to MWDF Member Working Group

Task (6) Consult relevant technical agencies on identified detailed minerals sites

↓

↓

Task (7) Consult stakeholders on identified detailed minerals sites

Task (8) Select preferred detailed minerals sites (using results and analysis of all previous tasks)

↓
Task (4) Assess and compare sites against each other using environmental constraints and 

other considerations that are regarded as detailed at this stage

↓

↓

↓

These detailed environmental factors and other considerations are identified in column B of Annex 1

Task (5) Carry out detailed SA/SEA of identified detailed minerals sites

Environmental constraints and other considerations used during the strategic assessment exercise stage and considered necessary
to be assessed against detailed sites will also be applied here, these are also identified in column B of Annex 1

↓

This task will include identifying existing mineral working sites and nominated sites 

FIGURE 2 – Detailed Sites Assessment

of preferred strategic area/or areas
Task (3) Discount (and give reasons for) nominated minerals sites outside 

Task (1) Identify and map minerals resource for preferred strategic area/or areas

Task (2) Identify long list of potential detailed mineral sites within preferred strategic area/or areas

↓
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Step (iv) - Reporting procedures (MWDF Working Group, Environment and 
Economy Scrutiny Committee and Cabinet) 
 
33.  Reporting to the MWDF Member Working Group will be an ongoing process 

throughout the assessment exercises. The group will be informed of the 
assessment work at both the strategic assessment stage (task 11 of figure 1) 
and at the detailed site stage (task 9 of figure 2). Reports on Site Proposals 
Preferred Options and Proposals will be made to Environment and Economy 
Scrutiny Committee and Cabinet after task 9 of Figure 2. 

 
 
Step (v) - Approval procedures (MWDF Member Working Group, 
Environment and Economy Scrutiny Committee, Cabinet and County 
Council) 
 
34.  Approval from the MWDF Member Working Group will be an ongoing 

process throughout the various stages of the production of the Site Proposals 
Preferred Options and Proposals, the group will make key decisions on 
approval throughout the assessment process (see paragraph 33).  

 
35. Approval of the Site Proposals Preferred Options and Proposals will be the 

responsibility of the County Council’s Cabinet, prior to consideration by 
Cabinet; it is likely that a report will be made to the Environment and 
Economy Scrutiny Committee, which may make recommendations to the 
cabinet.  

 
 
Step (vi) - Public consultation on Minerals Sites Proposals Development 
Plan Document 
 
36.  Full public consultation (in accordance with Regulation 26 of the Town and 

Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004) of the 
Minerals Site Proposals Preferred Options and Proposals will take place for 6 
weeks, it is anticipated that this will take place in May/June 2007.  
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If you need this information in another language, large print, Braille, on 
audiocassette, computer disk or by email, please telephone 01865 810428 

 


