
What is Oxfordshire County Council’s role in Neighbourhood 
Development Planning? 
 
Oxfordshire County Council is fully supportive of neighbourhood planning as a way 
for local communities to have a greater say in where they live and work and will 
support parish councils and neighbourhood forums working on Neighbourhood 
Development Plans in their local area. 
 
The County Council has various statutory responsibilities for service delivery and 
infrastructure provision for which new development can have significant implications; 
these should be taken into account in the preparation of a neighbourhood plan. 
 
New housing, employment and other development can place pressure on existing 
infrastructure and services. If you are intending to allocate development sites in your 
neighbourhood plan you should assess the impacts of your growth proposals and 
your plan should include any necessary mitigation measures and how they will be 
funded and delivered. 
 
The diagram on the next page shows areas for which we have statutory 
responsibility and others where we can provide information or guidance to groups 
engaging in neighbourhood planning: 
 



 
 

Unlike district councils, county councils do not receive funding from the Government 
to provide services to groups working on Neighbourhood Development Plans.  
However we are willing to   assist Neighbourhood Development Plan preparation in 
the following ways: 
 

 If the Neighbourhood Development Plan is intending to allocate sites for 
development, we can provide strategic comments on prospective sites to aid 
site selection at an early stage of the plan making process. 

 

 If the Neighbourhood Development Plan does allocate sites for development, 
we can then provide basic technical advice on those sites, including opinions 
on any mitigation measures proposed and planned access arrangements that 



have been identified.  This is usually at the stage when engagement with 
landowners or developers has taken place and is similar to the advice we 
provide when a formal pre-application request is received from the local 
planning authority. 
 

 We will provide information on the County Council’s property ownership within 
the Plan area where it may be of relevance to the process. 

 

 We will help identify where the county council’s requirements as an 
infrastructure provider need to be taken into account in the preparation and 
delivery of Neighbourhood Development Plans.  This includes the allocation of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) receipts and the securing of 
contributions or direct mitigation by developers for infrastructure projects.  
Please see this toolkit’s CIL section on page 18 for more information. 

 

 Our officers can attend neighbourhood plan meetings or workshops (either in 
or out of office hours).  Please see the ‘Our services and charges’ section on 
page 15 for details.  Officers will also allocate time proportionate to the size of 
the plan area and scale of development proposed. 

 

 We recommend that we are asked to comment on emerging Neighbourhood 
Development Plans once the first draft has been completed.  Any further 
specialist technical advice in addition to that outlined above may incur a 
charge.  Details of our services and those that may incur charges can be 
found in the ‘Our services and charges’ section on page 15. 

 

 We will be consulted by the district councils at the formal stages of the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan preparation process, and will respond to 
those consultations as well as any formal consultation stages managed by the 
parish or town council or neighbourhood forum. 

 
We will publish and maintain this toolkit to provide as much useful and relevant 
information and guidance as possible on county council services.   

 
In the first instance, parish councils and neighbourhood forums should make full use 
of the policies, plans, strategies, documents and standing guidance provided as part 
of this toolkit. 
 
However, in preparing your plan, you may also need to talk to some of our officers to 
make sure that your neighbourhood plan will comply with our plans and strategies; 
annex 1 of this toolkit provides contact details to enable you to do this. 
 



 

The diagram below illustrates the stages of the Neighbourhood Development Plan 
preparation process.  The county council has a role in all the stages highlighted in 
red: 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



These stages are: 

 
 

How we can help/our role 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Your local district council will consult us on the 
designation of your neighbourhood area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Use this toolkit and the links to documents    
contained within it as the starting point for gathering 
evidence in areas where the county council has a 
responsibility. 

 
 
 

 If the Neighbourhood Development Plan is intending 
to allocate sites for development, we can provide 
strategic comments on prospective sites to aid site 
selection at an early stage of the plan making 
process. 

 Then if the Neighbourhood Development Plan does 
allocate sites for development, we can then provide 
basic technical advice on those sites.  As an indication 
this is usually through a planning officer attending one 
neighbourhood plan meeting out of office hours and 
some allocated time proportionate to the size of the 
plan area and scale of housing development 
proposed. 

 More detailed technical advice may incur a charge, 
please see each section in this toolkit for more details. 

 Once the first draft has been completed, we will 
respond to a pre-submission consultation request. 

 

 

 Contact your local district council and us to let us know          
that you are intending to prepare a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. 

 Use this toolkit to familiarise yourself with the information, 
guidance and services we provide. 

 
 

Neighbourhood Area 
determined 

 Determine the 
neighbourhood area 
proposal. 

 Submit neighbourhood area 
proposal. 

 Local Planning Authority 
consults 

 Local Planning Authority 
approves . 

Production of draft plan 
 Identify key issues and themes . 

 Prioritise issues and themes . 

 Develop key aims. 

 Consider options. 

 Policies , proposal, site 
allocations 

 Consider 
sustainability,diversity,equality, 
delivery.  

 

Building the evidence base 
 Review existing evidence  

 Identify gaps in evidence  

 Compile new evidence  

 Analysis of evidence  

Getting Started  
 Clarify the need for a NDP  

 Publicise the intention to 
produce a NDP 

 Identify and contact key local 

 Produce a project plan 



 
 

 Your local district council will formally consult us when 
your plan is submitted. 

 We will respond to this consultation within the timescale 
requested by the local district council. 

 
 
 
 

 We may ask to attend an Examination in Public if we wish 
to comment on an aspect of the plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The documents linked in this toolkit may play an important role in helping to decide 
the approval of a Neighbourhood Development Plan and should therefore be given 
careful consideration in the preparation of NDPs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consultation and 
amendment 

 Consultation on plan –
minimum 6 weeks. 

 Amend plan  

Independent examination 
 Local Planning Authority  

appoints examiner  

 Examination takes place . 

 Examiner’s Report produced  

 Any required amendments 
made . 

  


