
What are Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDPs)? 
 
A Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) is a land use plan which sets out the 
policies against which planning applications are assessed.  Neighbourhood planning 
should happen alongside and not replace your local district’s planning policy role and 
NDPs must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan 
(including the Core Strategy). 
 

Neighbourhood 
Development Plans 
CAN… 

Neighbourhood 
Development Plans 
CANNOT… 

Neighbourhood 
Development Plans 
MUST… 

Shape and influence 
where development will 
go in your local area 

Conflict with the policies 
within the Local Plan or 
Core Strategy 

Be in general conformity with 
the strategic policies of 
adopted Local Plans 
 

Decide what this 
development should look 
like 

Say ‘no’ to or block 
development 

Be in general conformity with 
national planning policy (for 
example the National 
Planning Policy Framework, 
 

Include detailed planning 
policies for the local area 

Provide for less 
development than the 
adopted Local Plan 

Be in line with other laws 
and EU Directives/legislation 
and Human Rights 
obligations 

Once adopted, Neighbourhood Development Plans become part of the development 
plan for the area, which means that the policies and proposals contained within them 
will be used in the determination of planning applications, including appeals.  
Planning law requires that applications for planning permission must be determined 
in accordance with the development plan, unless material considerations indicate 
otherwise (Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and 
section 70(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990). 
 
Neighbourhood Development Plans may require a strategic environmental 
assessment (SEA) depending upon the scope of the Plan.  The National Planning 
Practice Guidance website refers to the need (or otherwise) for SEA, stating 
“whether a neighbourhood plan requires a strategic environmental assessment, and 
(if so) the level of will depend on what is proposed in the draft neighbourhood plan.  
A strategic environmental assessment may be required, for example, where: 
 
 •a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development 
 •the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be 
affected by the proposals in the plan 
 •the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not 
already been considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the 
Local Plan.” 
 
Your local district council will be able to undertake a screening process to decide 
whether SEA is required based on information provided by you and in consultation 



with statutory consultees, of which we are one.  If it is found that SEA is required for 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan, we will also assist in providing the required 
information and data to assist in the scoping and assessment of the environmental 
effects of the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
 


