
 
Specialist Housing for Older People 
 
 
Oxfordshire County Council’s role:  
 
As provider of adult social and health care services, we support and promote 
strong communities so that people can live their lives as successfully, 
independently and safely as possible.  
 
People are living longer and we are expecting a huge increase in the older 
population in Oxfordshire, particularly those aged 85 years and over. The 
availability of appropriate housing is crucial if older people are to continue to live 
independently in their own homes.  
 
We would support the provision of a range of new housing, particularly specialist 
housing, to meet the needs of older people and to provide choice. We also look to 
promote the development of small, independent living homes for 3 or 4 residents 
who might have learning and/or physical disabilities, or mental health needs; such 
residents would be supported by care staff on either a visiting or live-in basis. 
 
How does this role relate to Neighbourhood Development Plans? 
 
In planning for new housing, you may want to consider how the type and size of 
new homes would help meet the housing needs of local older people.  
 
Provision could include smaller market and affordable homes for retirement 
households who wish to downsize from larger family accommodation or housing 
built to Lifetime Homes Standards homes which ie designed to meet the changing 
needs of families over different stages of life, allowing people to stay in their own 
homes for as long as possible.  
 
It could also include specialist housing such as extra care housing and purpose -
built care villages where people live independently but access on-site care and 
support as required or the more traditional sheltered housing developments with a 
more limited range of services on-site.  
 
If you are looking to allocate a site for an extra care housing scheme, locate it as 
close as possible to local shops, GP surgeries, community facilities and bus stops 
to allow ease of access for older residents. As a specialist service, extra care 
housing needs to offer a minimum of 40 flats.  
 
 
Oxfordshire County Council contact: 
For further information on the provision of older people’s housing within your local 
area and how it may relate to neighbourhood planning, please email: 
 
nigel.holmes@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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