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From April 2012 onwards, local communities have been given new legal powers 
under the Localism Act 2011 to start neighbourhood planning in their areas.  These 
changes have the potential to give local people a greater say in helping shape the 
development and future growth of the communities of which they are a part. 
 
The county council welcomes these new opportunities and is committed to 
supporting neighbourhood planning as a way for people in Oxfordshire to help shape 
the future of the places where they live and work.  Many parish councils and 
neighbourhood forums across the county are already working on their own 
neighbourhood planning documents and in Thame and Woodcote we have seen two 
of the earliest adopted Neighbourhood Development Plans in the country. 
 
In Oxfordshire we operate under a two-tier system of local government and the five 
local councils in the county have a legal duty to provide support to groups engaged 
in neighbourhood planning in their area.  So if you decide that neighbourhood 
planning is a good idea for your community, you should in the first instance approach 
your local district council for their help and guidance about how to get started. 
 
However, the county council is a key infrastructure provider and delivers a wide 
range of important public services, including ensuring that roads, schools, waste 
facilities and public transport are provided to support new and existing development.  
As such we can provide very useful policy guidance and advice in these areas to 
those carrying out neighbourhood planning projects.  In preparing your 
Neighbourhood Development Plan you will probably also need to consult with the 
county council, as well as your local district council, on how the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL), which you could receive if your plan makes provision for 
new development, is allocated and spent. 
 
To help you in this, we have prepared this toolkit setting out what information, 
guidance and support the county council has to offer.  It explains the main county 
council services that may have to be considered when carrying out neighbourhood 
planning and provides links to the policy guidance and includes the details of teams 
that can help you. 
 
Finally, I wish you every success in your neighbourhood planning projects and hope 
you find this toolkit to be a helpful resource to use in your project work. 
 

Councillor David Nimmo Smith  
Cabinet Member for Environment 



 


