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SITE 23 ALKERTON QUARRY LANDFILL (SITA) 
GRID REFERENCE: 437952, 243622 

Criteria Description 

Site Description and 
Existing Use 

The site is an existing Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) and landfill. 

Site Area 37.58 ha. 

Surrounding Land Uses The site is largely surrounded by agricultural land, with the villages of Alkerton and 
Shennington to the south west.  The eastern boundary of the site is shared with the 
western boundary of Site 25, the Quarry Void Adjacent to Alkerton Quarry.  The southern 
boundary of the site is edged by a minor road that links the A422 to the east and another 
minor road that runs along the western boundary of the site.   

Traffic and Transport The site is accessed via a minor road that has ready access to the A422, both to the north 
and south east of the site.  The A422 from Banbury passes through the villages of 
Drayton and Wroxton. The site entrance incorporates separate access for users of the 
HWRC from traffic accessing the site for the landfill.   

Proximity to Waste 
Arisings 

The site is located 300 m from the villages of Shennington and Alkerton and within 9 km 
radius of Banbury.  The site is nearly 40 km from the centre of Oxford. 

Planning Policy The Non-Statutory Cherwell Local Plan 2011 
Policy EN47 Archaeology and the Built Heritage. 

Planning History In 2002 an application for the construction of a compound for storing waste refrigerators 
for a temporary period of 5 years was submitted and has been approved. 
Amendments to operating hours, including keeping the facility open on bank holidays 
(including Good Friday but not Christmas, Boxing or New Years Days) were approved in 
2004.  
A 2005 application for the erection of a landfill gas flare has been approved. 

Landscape Designations 

Landscape Character  

There are no landscape designations for the site. 

The site lies within the landscape character area of Midland Clay Pastures. 

Land Stability This site has been previously worked for mineral (ironstone).  Until restoration is 
complete there is a risk that it may be subject to land instability. 

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation 

There are no ecology or nature conservation designations. 
The site is beyond 15 km from any Natura 2000 or Ramsar site. 

Agricultural Land 
Classification 

The site is designated grade 2 agricultural land. However, it has been worked for mineral 
and backfilled.   

Flooding (potential) A local surface watercourse that runs between the villages of Shennington and Alkerton  
is designated as flood zones 2 and 3.  The site is not liable to flood.  

Groundwater Quality The site is located within a minor aquifer with groundwater at intermediate vulnerability 
to pollution.  The site is not located in an SPZ. 

Historic Environment There are listed buildings in Alkerton, less than 300 m from the site. Heath Farm, approx. 
300 m from the south eastern corner, is also listed.   
There are no archaeological constraints for this site. 

Recreational Activities Public Rights of Way run through this site.  The necessary diversion orders have been 
obtained. 
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Criteria Description 

Air Quality/Noise/ 
Issues of Environmental 
Nuisance 

The site is an existing HWRC and landfill set within a rural area.  The village of Alkerton 
is in close proximity with dwellings at Alkerton Barn adjacent to the south western 
corner of the site, on the opposite side of a cross roads in the public highway.  

Proximity to Existing 
Waste Facilities 

The site operates as a landfill and HWRC.  

Non inert facilities 
Proximity to Landfill:  Alkerton Phase 2b  
Proximity to Treatment:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Recycling:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Transfer Station:  Alkerton Wrrc 
Proximity to Composting:  Showell Farm, 13.3 km 

Landscape/ Visual Impact The site is well screened from the access road to the west by trees and hedging.  The site 
is visible from the south and south west where screening isles dense.  Land levels of the 
site are quite raised in comparison to the surrounding area. 

Site Ownership The site is owned by SITA UK Limited.  The company nominated the site for 
consideration but recognises that built development may be restricted on those areas that 
have been landfilled.   

 
 

Site 23 Alkerton Quarry Landfill (Sita) 
Preliminary Conclusions 

The site operates as a landfill and household waste recycling centre (HWRC).  
Active landfilling is occurring just south of the middle section of the site, 
whilst the HWRC is situated at the entrance to the site.  The site is situated on 
an elevated area of land with good screening along the northern and western 
boundaries.  Screening is less comprehensive along the southern boundary 
and due to lower ground levels, the site is very visible from this aspect. The 
entrance of the site is screened with hedging and trees.   
 
The site benefits from established access, with the A422 within 800 m to the 
north.  However, travelling out of Banbury this road is narrow in places and 
has sharp bends.  Further, it travels through the villages of Drayton and 
Wroxton.  Oxfordshire Highways advises that the minor road which may 
need further improvement towards the A422 in order to accommodate 
increased movements.  There is no right turn facility at the junction with the 
A422 although vision and geometry are acceptable.  Dependent on the 
cumulative level of turning movements the provision of a right turn lane will 
need to be considered.  Further, that traffic ought to be routed to the north 
from the site to avoid the minor network to south and west.  This route is 
unlikely to be useful to a strategic waste management facility serving 
Oxfordshire as it would take traffic out of the County.  
 
The site is due to be restored to agriculture with operations ceasing by 31 
December 2014.  Any significant and permanent development would detract 
from this restoration requirement, which remains relevant to this site in its 
rural location.  A strategic facility would not be able to make a useful 
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contribution to the management of the County’s waste within the remaining 
life of the current permission.  
 
The site is situated in the north western corner of Oxfordshire, close to the 
boundary with Warwickshire. However, it is does sit within 10 km of 
Banbury, a significant source of waste arisings.  Another benefit is that the site 
lies beyond 15 km of a Natura 2000 or Ramsar site, and development would 
be unlikely to result in a significant effect on this designation.  
 
ERM concludes that it is not appropriate to consider this site for a permanent 
strategic waste facility.  This is primarily due the site restoration requirements, 
which are considered relevant to be implemented in full.  The site is situated 
within a rural area.  Whilst it is accessed by an A class road, this highway is 
not wholly suitable to support a strategic waste management facility, which 
may also require highway improvements. The site is not well located to serve 
Oxfordshire as a whole and is the wrong side of Banbury to be useful to the 
north of the County.  
 
Notwithstanding this conclusion, the HWRC is providing a local facility, to 
the north of the County, which is understood to require improvement.  
Furthermore, there may be potential to develop the site for a non-strategic 
facility (for example a waste transfer station or materials recovery facility) that 
could be linked to the lifetime of the current landfill operations, thus enabling 
waste to be managed more sustainably whilst the landfill and site restoration 
is being completed.   
 

Figure 23.1 Site 23 Alkerton Quarry Landfill (Sita) 
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Figure 23.2 Site 23 Alkerton Quarry Landfill (Sita) 
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SITE 25 QUARRY VOID ADJACENT TO ALKERTON LANDFILL 
GRID REFERENCE: 438560, 243185 

Criteria Description 

Site Description and 
Existing Use 

An open site with raised boundaries. The site is a former quarry, with reject material 
piled in heaps in the centre of the site.   

Site Area 10.92 ha. 

Surrounding Land Uses The site is largely surrounded by agricultural land.  The eastern boundary of the site is 
flanked by the A422.  The western boundary of the site is shared with the eastern 
boundary of Alkerton Quarry Landfill (Site 23).  The southern boundary of the site is edged 
by a minor road that joins the A422 to the east and leads to the village of Alkerton and 
Shenington in the west.  Heath Farm is situated at the south eastern corner of the site. 

Traffic and Transport The site is accessed via a minor road that has ready access to the A422, The A422 from 
Banbury passes through the villages of Drayton and Wroxton.  

Proximity to Waste 
Arisings 

The site is located 900 m from the villages of Shennington and Alkerton and within 9 km 
from Banbury.  The site is nearly 40 km from the centre of Oxford. 

Planning Policy The Non-Statutory Chewell Local Plan 2011 
Policy EN47 Archaeology and the Built Heritage. 

Planning History No planning applications have been made on the site in the last five years. 

Landscape Designations 

Landscape Character  

There are no landscape designations for this site. 

The site is located within the landscape character area of Midland Clay Pastures. 

Land Stability This site has been previously worked and is not fully restored.  No backfilling has 
commence and currently there is no information to suggest that the site may be subject to 
land instability.   

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation 

There are no ecology or nature conservation designations. 
The site is beyond 15 km from any Natura 2000 or Ramsar site. 

Agricultural Land 
Classification 

The site is designated both grades 2 and 3 agricultural land. 

Flooding (potential) A local surface watercourse that runs between the villages of Shennington and Alkerton 
is designated as flood zones 2 and 3.  The site is not liable to flood. 

Groundwater Quality The site is located within a minor aquifer with groundwater at intermediate vulnerability 
to pollution.  The site is not located in an SPZ. 

Historic Environment Heath Farm is a listed building.  There are a few listed buildings in the village of 
Alkerton, less than 800 m from the site. 
There are no archaeological constraints for this site. 

Recreational Activities There is a public right of way running along the western boundary of this site.  

Air Quality/Noise/ 
Issues of Environmental 
Nuisance 

The site is an existing quarry set within a rural area.  The village of Alkerton is within 800 
m to the west with Heath Farm adjacent to the site at its south eastern corner.  
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Criteria Description 

Proximity to Existing 
Waste Facilities 

A landfill and HWRC are situated on land immediately west.  

Non inert facilities 
Proximity to Landfill:  Alkerton Phase 2b  
Proximity to Treatment:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Recycling:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Transfer Station:  Alkerton Wrrc 
Proximity to Composting:  Showell Farm, 13.3 km 

Landscape/ Visual Impact Due to mineral working, the central land levels of this site are lower than the 
surrounding land, with raised bunding at each of the boundaries.  The surrounding area 
is gently undulating.     

Site Ownership The site is owned by Mr John Hedges and the Dean and Chapter of Christ Church.  The 
owners’ views are in the process of being clarified at the time of publishing this report. 

 
 

Site 25 Quarry Void Adjacent to Alkerton Landfill 
Preliminary Conclusions 

The site is a former quarry (ironstone) with reject material remaining on site.  
It is edged with bunds comprising of the stripped topsoils and overburden, 
but where mineral extraction has occurred the land level is subsequently 
lowered.   
 
Access to the site is gained off a minor road, but this links with the A422, 
immediately to the east.  Oxfordshire Highways has advised that this minor 
road is of an acceptable standard and quite wide.  Access to the A422 has 
reasonable geometry although no right turn lane.  At present, forward vision 
for a right turning vehicle is limited.  ERM concludes that development of a 
strategic facility may require highway improvements.  
 
Whilst a public right of way runs along the western boundary of the site, it is 
concluded that new development need not detrimentally impact on its 
recreational value.  
 
Due to the lowered ground levels, there would be potential to minimise the 
visual impact of a substantial building at this site.  However, the site is due to 
be restored to agriculture.  The end date for this permission is 31 December 
2042, in accordance with the Environment Act 1995, which provides the 
legislative framework for new mineral extraction permissions.  However, it 
appears that the mineral reserves have been exhausted, or are close to 
exhaustion, and restoration could be achieved within a much shorter time 
frame.   
 
ERM concludes that it is not appropriate to consider this site for a permanent 
strategic waste facility.  This is primarily due the site restoration requirements, 
which are considered relevant to be implemented in full.  The site is situated 
within a rural area.  Whilst it is accessed by an A class road, this highway is 
not wholly suitable to support a strategic waste management facility, which 
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may also require highway improvements. The site is not well located to serve 
Oxfordshire as a whole and is the wrong side of Banbury to be useful to the 
north of the County.  
 
 

Figure 25.1 Site 25 Quarry Void Adjacent to Alkerton Landfill  
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SITE 30 FORMER QUARRY, SHIPTON-ON-CHERWELL 
GRID REFERENCE: 447782, 217489 

Criteria Description 

Site Description and 
Existing Use 

A former quarry and cement works, this is a large and open site that has been partially 
backfilled.  There are a number of pools/ lagoons in the centre of the site, surrounded by 
uneven and overgrown scrubland.  This part of the site is at a much lower level than 
surround land. The former cement work buildings are situated at the eastern edge of the 
site.  

Site Area 69.50 ha. 

Surrounding Land Uses The site is largely surrounded by agricultural land.  A group of houses at Bunkers Hill lie 
opposite the north western corner of the site; Shipton on Cherwell village abuts the south 
eastern corner.  The River Cherwell/Oxford Canal flow along the northern boundary of 
the site whilst the eastern boundary is flanked by a railway track.   

Traffic and Transport The site has an existing access via the A4095 and onto the A4260.  The site formerly 
benefited from rail access and sidings.  These are believed to have been removed.  

Proximity to Waste 
Arisings 

The site abuts Shipton on Cherwell and lies approximately 5 km from Kidlington.  The 
site is 11 km from the centre of Oxford. 

Planning Policy Site lies within the Oxford Green Belt. 
The Non-Statutory Cherwell Local Plan 2011 
Policy GB7 relates to the re-development of Shipton-on-Cherwell Quarry. 

Planning History In 2003 permission was granted to vary permission 97/00154/F, for a change in internal 
access and the removal of a noise bund condition.  
In 2006, an application for redevelopment of the quarry was submitted.  This application 
was not determined and has been superseded.  
The replacement application was submitted in 2007.  The decision is pending.  

Landscape Designations 

Landscape Character 

There are no landscape designations for this site.  

The site is situated within the landscape character area of Thames and Avon Vales. 

Land Stability This site has been previously worked and is not fully restored.  The previously worked 
faces are quite steep and it is understood that these have been temporarily supported 
using deposited materials.  Until restoration is complete, there is a risk that it may be 
subject to land instability. 

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation 

The Shipton-on-Cherwell and Whitehall Farm Quarries SSSI is within the site.  
This site lies within 5-10 km of the Oxford Meadows SAC. 

Agricultural Land 
Classification 

The site is designated both grades 3 and 4 agricultural land.  However, it has been 
worked for mineral (limestone) and partially backfilled.  

Flooding (potential) Flood zones 2 & 3 follow the River Cherwell and Oxford Canal running along the 
northern and eastern boundaries of the site.  The designations clip the northern 
boundary of the site (coming up to 50 m onto the site) otherwise this designation is 
separate from the site.   

Groundwater Quality The site is located within a minor aquifer with groundwater at high vulnerability to 
pollution.  The site is not located in an SPZ. 

Historic Environment There are listed buildings less than 300 m from the site in Shipton on Cherwell and on 
Bunkers Hill.  Shipton on Cherwell is also a Conservation Area. 
There are no archaeological constraints for this site. 
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Criteria Description 

Recreational Activities There are public rights of way in the vicinity of this site.  These have been fenced under 
requirements of the previous permissions. The River Cherwell/Oxford Canal runs along 
the northern side of the site and off to the east and south.  Both waterways are used for 
recreational purposes. 

Air Quality/Noise/ 
Issues of Environmental 
Nuisance 

Residential housing is located in very close proximity to the site.  The River 
Cherwell/Oxford Canal runs along the northern side of the site and off to the east and 
south.  Both waterways are used for recreational purposes.  

Proximity to Existing 
Waste Facilities 

Non inert facilities 
Proximity to Landfill:  Weston Park Farm, 7 km 
Proximity to Treatment:  No non-inert facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Recycling:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Transfer Station:  Charlett Tyres, 4.2 km 
Proximity to Composting:  Worton Rectory Farm, 5.8 km 

Landscape/ Visual Impact The site is a former quarry and where it has been worked it is lower than the 
surrounding land; the edges of the site are raised.  Land levels rise to the north, an aspect 
from which the site is visible, especially the former cement works chimney. The site is 
generally well screened on all boundaries.  

Site Ownership The site is owned by Kilbride Properties Limited.  The owner’s views are in the process 
of being clarified at the time of publishing this report. 

 
 

Site 30 Former Quarry, Shipton-on-Cherwell 
Preliminary Conclusions 

 

An extensive site, formerly worked for limestone and accommodating 
substantial buildings for associated cement works.  The site has been partially 
backfilled but largely remains at a much lower land level than surrounding 
countryside.  The former cement works buildings have not been used for 
many years and are growing into a dilapidated state.  
 
The site is well located within the County, close to significant sources of waste 
arisings, particularly Kidlington and Oxford.  It has an established access 
using the A4095 and A4260, but with no right turn provision.  Oxfordshire 
Highways has advised that this is a tight junction where increased movements 
will be considered to be hazardous.  However, ERM consider that there is 
potential to use land within the site to improve the right turn off the A4260 
(which may also benefit other users of the A4095) and subsequently into the 
site.  The site also benefits from the potential to transport waste by rail, 
although recommencing use of this service may not be possible logistically 
and/or financially.  It unlikely to be practicable to transport waste by rail 
within Oxfordshire.  
  
 
The site is located within the Oxford Green Belt, but is recognised as a Major 
Developed Site by policy GB7 of the Non-Statutory Cherwell Local Plan 2011.  
This policy recognises development of the worked area of the site and cement 
works will not be considered inappropriate development provided they are 
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set within the context of a comprehensive plan for the whole site and meet 
criteria set out in the policy including: 

• reduced impact on the Green Belt and no adverse impact on the Oxford 
Canal 

• acceptable environmental improvement of the whole of the major 
developed site, including no damage to the SSSI and compatibility with 
the ecological value of the site; 

• removal of all existing plant and buildings; 

• traffic and travel implications of the proposals are acceptable; 

• maximise the opportunity to make use of the railhead and the oxford canal 
adjacent to the site; and  

• consent granted for redevelopment will include a requirement that any 
existing planning permission applying to the site be revoked without 
compensation. 

 
Furthermore, national and regional policy identifies that locations within the 
Green Belt should not be precluded from consideration for the delivery of 
waste management capacity.   
 
The Shipton-on-Cherwell and Whitehall Farm Quarries SSSI is largely 
designated for geological interest and associated flora and fauna.  The SSSI 
Citation advises that the quarry is considered to be one of the most important 
sections in Oxfordshire (displaying the typical local Mid to Upper Bathonian 
lithostratigraphic succession).  The northern corner of the site has been well 
known for its fossil reptiles since 1820.  It has yielded fine remains of long-
snouted crocodiles and dinosaur remains including those considered one of 
the earliest Stegosaurs known.  Shipton-on-Cherwell Quarry has yielded the 
best extant collection of Middle Jurassic crocodiles in the world.  It is of 
international importance as one of the best Upper Bathonian reptile sites 
known. 
 
Natural England has established a list of activities for which its consent must 
be sought: 

• dumping, spreading or discharge of any materials; 

• the introduction of tree and/or woodland management; 

• extraction of minerals, including lime; 

• construction, removal or destruction of roads, tracks, walls, fences, 
hardstands, banks, ditches or other earthworks, or the laying, maintenance 
or removal of pipelines and cables, above or below ground; 

• storage of materials against quarry faces;  

• erection of permanent or temporary structures, or the undertaking of 
engineering works, including drilling; and  
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• modification of natural or man-made features (including cave entrances), 
clearance of boulders, large stones, loose rock, scree or spoil and battering, 
buttressing, grading or seeding rock-faces, outcrops or cuttings, infilling of 
pits and quarries and blocking or infilling old mine workings. 

 
The SSSI lies within the site, on almost all faces.  It is a national designation 
and features of it are clearly of some importance.  However, Shipton-on-
Cherwell Quarry is a substantial site and it is considered that development 
could occur here without adverse impact on the designation.  Natural England 
is a statutory consultee for any development proposal or plan production and 
so their consent list is similarly not considered to be an outright constraint.  
 
This site lies within 5-10 km of the Oxford Meadows Special Area for 
Conservation (SAC).  ERM considers that waste management involving 
incineration, gasification and pyrolysis would be likely to have a significant 
effect on the identified SAC. 
 
Dwellings lie in very close proximity to the borders of this site.  However, the 
site’s layout, including established screening and size means that ERM 
concludes significant development could occur without adverse detrimental 
impact to local amenity. Furthermore, the existing cement works buildings, 
the most likely situation for any significant development, are situated away 
from the boundaries of the site and are therefore separated from the 
dwellings.  
 
Built development is also likely to be visible from the public domain.  
However, there are substantial buildings on site and it is reasonable to expect 
that new development will be required to remove these and properly restore 
the site.  There are no restoration details for the site, beyond agreed land 
levels. Therefore, new development need not detract from restoration 
aspirations – indeed development may enable significant improvement to the 
site.  
 
ERM concludes this site does offer potential for development of a strategic 
waste management facility.  However, development should not include 
thermal treatment unless it can be demonstrated through appropriate 
assessment that such development would not have an adverse impact upon 
the integrity of the Oxford Meadows SAC.  Highway improvements may be 
necessary and a high standard of design would be necessary, with both 
ensuring the ecological objectives of the site are realised.  
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Figure 30.1 Site 30 Former Quarry, Shipton-On-Cherwell 

 

Figure 30.2 Site 30 Former Quarry, Shipton-On-Cherwell 
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SITE 33 NORTH OF WATERWORKS LANE, BANBURY 
GRID REFERENCE: 446118, 241751 

Criteria Description 

Site Description and 
Existing Use 

This is a long, thin area of scrubland with trees.    

Site Area 4.25 ha. 

Surrounding Land Uses The site is bound by railway line to the west, the other side of which is rail aggregates 
depot with concrete and asphalt plant (Lafarge) and further beyond this, the Grimsbury 
Reservoir.  The eastern boundary is formed by storage unit buildings, part of the IO 
Centre industrial park.  The southern boundary is formed by the Grimsbury Green road 
bridge, which goes over the railway line.  The site extends north, stretching around the 
storage units.  

Traffic and Transport The existing access to the site is gained through the IO Centre.  This is restricted by 
adjacent users, but an alternative access could be gained via the Wildmere Industrial 
Estate.  

Proximity to Waste 
Arisings 

The site lies within 1 km of Banbury centre.  The site is 36 km from the centre of Oxford. 

Planning Policy Adopted Cherwell Local Plan 1996 
Policy EMP1  
 
Non-Statutory Cherwell Local Plan 2001  
Employment Policy EMP1 and paragraph 4.31. 

Planning History In 2004 an application was permitted for flood alleviation scheme comprising of an earth 
embankment 3 km long.  

Landscape Designations 

Landscape Character 

There are no landscape designations for the site. 

The site is situated in the landscape character area of Midland Clay Pastures. 

Land Stability There is no information to suggest that the site would be subject to land instability. 

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation 

There are no ecology or nature conservation designations. 
The site is beyond 15 km from any Natura 2000 or Ramsar site. 

Agricultural Land 
Classification 

The site is designated grade 4 agricultural land. 

Flooding (potential) Much of the northern section of the site is situated within floodzones 2 and 3.  

Groundwater Quality The site is located within a minor aquifer with groundwater at high vulnerability to 
pollution.  The site is not located in an SPZ. 

Historic Environment There are listed buildings near the site, the closest being within 100 m.  
There are no archaeological constraints for this site. 

Recreational Activities Development of this site would not impact upon recreational activities. 

Air Quality/Noise/ 
Issues of Environmental 
Nuisance 

The site is located within an industrial area of Banbury, immediately sandwiched 
between business park buildings to the east and railway line to the west. Residential 
property is situated within 100 m to the south, separated by Hennef Way and green 
space.  
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Criteria Description 

Proximity to Existing 
Waste Facilities 

Non inert facilities 
Proximity to Landfill:  Burgess Farm, 5.4 km 
Proximity to Treatment:  No non-inert facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Recycling:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Transfer Station:  Merton Street Depot, 1.2 km 
Proximity to Composting:  Showell Farm, 16 km 

Landscape/ Visual Impact The site is within a highly industrial area of Banbury adjacent to the railway line.  The 
site and surrounding land is flat.   

Site Ownership The site is owned by BRB (Residuary) limited.  The owner’s views are in the process of 
being clarified at the time of publishing this report. 

 
 

Site 33 North of Waterworks Lane, Banbury 
Preliminary Conclusions 

This is an odd shaped site, predominantly long and thin but with spurs of 
land at its northern tip.  It is well located within an industrial area of Banbury.  
Furthermore, the site is beyond 15 km of a Natura 2000 and Ramsar site. 
 
ERM concludes the site is not suitable for a strategic waste management 
facility.  The shape of the site precludes the generic layout features that such 
development requires, with the most appropriate sections lying within 
floodzones 2 and 3.   
 
 

Figure 33.1 Site 33 North of Waterworks Lane, Banbury 
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Figure 33.2 Site 33 North of Waterworks Lane, Banbury 

 
 
 

 




