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SITE 2 CHILTON WASTE, CHILTON 
GRID REFERENCE: 449731, 185293 

Criteria Description 

Site Description and 
Existing Use 

The site is currently operating as an inert landfill and waste transfer station.  There are 
several pieces of machinery on site with a shed for mixed waste sorting and storage.  
Separated materials are stored throughout the site.  

Site Area 3.29 ha.  (The site ownership extends beyond the boundary marked on the map.) 

Surrounding Land Uses The site is surrounded by agricultural land.  To the north east and east there are two 
farms with associated buildings. These are the closest dwellings to the site. To the north 
west lies the village of Chilton and to the south west is Gore Hill Farm with associated 
buildings.  The site stretches across an old and dismantled railway. 

Traffic and Transport The site is accessed from the Chilton junction of the A34 (avoiding the village of Chilton) 
via a rough track called Bury Lane, this leads to Downs Lane, the site is located at the 
end of this track.  The track may also be a Bridleway/ Bridleway Open to All Traffic 
(BOAT). 

Proximity to Waste 
Arisings 

The village of Chilton is approximately 800 m from the site whilst the centre of Didcot is 
just over 5km distance.  The site is 21 km from the centre of Oxford. 

Planning Policy Vale White Horse Local Plan 2011 
Policy NE6 – North Wessex Downs AONB. 

Planning History In 2006, the County Council received an application to continue development of the 
waste transfer station and recycling facility without complying with condition 4 of 
planning permission UPT/3451/11-CM (to extend the period of operation by 5 years 
from 31st December 2010 to the 31st December 2015). Permission was granted, extending 
the temporary permission to an end date of 31 December 2012.  

Landscape Designations 

Landscape Character  

The site lies within the North Wessex Downs AONB.  

The site lies within the landscape character area of Berkshire and Marlborough Downs 

Land Stability This site has been previously worked and continues to be filled.  Until restoration is 
complete there is a risk that it may be subject to land instability.  There remains a 
reduced risk of land instability following completion of landfill.  

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation 

There are no ecology or nature conservation designations. 
This site lies within 10-15 km of the Little Wittenham, Hartstock Wood and Hackpen Hill 
SAC. 
 

Agricultural Land 
Classification 

The land is designated grade 2 agricultural land.  However, this land has been disturbed.  

Flooding (potential) Flood zone 3 is located within 800 metres of the site, near the village of Chilton. 

Groundwater Quality The site is located within a major aquifer with groundwater at low vulnerability to 
pollution.  The site is located evenly across SPZ2 and SPZ3.  

Historic Environment There are 7 listed buildings within a distance of 800 metres – 1 km of the site, in the 
village of Chilton. 
There are no archaeological constraints for this site. 

Recreational Activities Development of this site would not impact upon recreational activities. 
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Criteria Description 

Air Quality/Noise/ 
Issues of Environmental 
Nuisance 

The site is situated in a very rural area; the village of Chilton is at least 500 m to the 
north.  The nearest residential property is situated approximately 200 m distant.  
Development at this site is not expected to result in unacceptable environmental 
nuisance or impact upon local amenity.  

Proximity to Existing 
Waste Facilities 

The site is an inert landfill, waste transfer station and C&D recycling facility. 

Non –inert facilities 
Proximity to Landfill:  Sutton Courtenay, 8 km  
Proximity to Treatment:  Harwell Sss (Processing), 1.7 km 
Proximity to Recycling:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Transfer Station:  Chilton Transfer Station  
Proximity to Composting:  Sutton Courtenay Composting, 10.6 km   

Landscape/ Visual Impact The site is well screened by hedging. However, the shed and elevated trommel do extend 
above the height of the hedging and indicate that substantial building on this site would 
have a negative landscape and/or visual impact.  

Site Ownership The site is owned by Chilton Waste.  The company supports inclusion of this site in the 
Waste Allocations Development Plan Document. 

 
 

Site 2 Chilton Waste, Chilton 
Preliminary Conclusions 

The site is currently operating as an inert landfill and waste transfer station.  A 
weighbridge is located at the gates of the site.  Also on site are temporary 
office buildings and a large open shed used for holding and separating mixed 
household waste.  To the west side of the site there is a trommel for sorting 
construction and demolition waste.  Beyond this, to the north, there are large 
piles of wood, which is recycled.  To the northern end of this site there are 
piles of soil and rubble in various stages of being recycled.  The existing uses 
are carried out under a temporary planning permission, currently due to 
expire on 31 December 2012  
 
The site is very narrow.  It is lined by hedging, particularly along the eastern 
boundary.  The site, surrounded by agricultural land, is located within the 
North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  This 
designation is considered to be a constraint on development, particularly as 
site conditions already indicate that substantial building could have a 
detrimental impact on this designation.    
 
Access to the site is good; taken from the Chilton junction of the A34.  The 
site’s internal access road, Bury Lane, is of a poor standard and would be 
likely to require improvement in conjunction with any substantial 
development. 
 
This site lies within 10-15 km of the Little Wittenham, Hartstock Wood and 
Hackpen Hill Special Areas for Conservation (SAC).  ERM considers that the 
development of a waste management facility is not likely to have a significant 
effect on the identified SAC. 
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ERM concludes that it is not appropriate to consider this site for development 
of a strategic waste management facility.  The current operations are carried 
out under a temporary permission due to its location within the AONB; the 
development of a strategic waste facility on this site would further impact the 
AONB.  The Regional Planning Guidance for the South East, Minerals and 
Waste, (RPG9, 2006) advises that waste management facilities should not be 
precluded from designated areas such as Green Belts or AONB, if the 
objectives of more sustainable forms of waste management are to be met.  
However, it also recognises that the types of facility likely to be justified in the 
Green Belt are expected to be different to those likely to be justified in the 
AONB, where facilities will probably be smaller in scale and associated with 
rural communities.  This is reflected in the policy of the submission draft 
South East Plan (March 2006).   
 
The current operations provide a facility located in the south of the County, 
which are recognised to be contributing to sustainable waste management 
within Oxfordshire.  However, having considered the constraints identified 
above it is concluded that this site is appropriate to be considered for a 
local/smaller scale waste management facility only.  

Figure 2.1 Site 2 Chilton Waste, Chilton 
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Figure 2.2 Site 2 Chilton Waste, Chilton 
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SITE 3A DIX PIT (WRG), STANTON HARCOURT 
GRID REFERENCE: 440966, 204511 

Criteria Description 

Site Description and 
Existing Use 

The site is a former quarry with old sorting equipment remaining.  Water bodies occupy 
the eastern side, with an HWRC located at its western side.  

Site Area 6.39 ha. 

Surrounding Land Uses The site is located within previous, extensive sand and gravel workings, set within a 
rural/agricultural area.  In close proximity to the north and north east lies: Dix Pit, a non-
inert landfill and a bronze/ iron age settlement.  A large lake is situated further north of 
the site.  This is used for fishing and has ecological value for birds.  Beyond the lake is an 
industrial site with substantial buildings.  To the west of these is a separate waste 
management site, Controlled Reclamation. The southern side of the site is effectively 
screened by dense woodland.  To the west lies sand and gravel works, the disused 
Cutmill Farmhouse and beyond these, restored lakes. The River Windrush passes 
through these restored lakes, along the western side of the site. 

Traffic and Transport Access to the site is via the B4449 which runs to Eynsham and the A40 (approx. 5 km to 
the north east) and links with the A415 (approx. 1 km to the west).   

Proximity to Waste 
Arisings 

The site lies in close to Stanton Harcourt and the towns of Witney and Eynsham are 
within 6 km.  The site is 10 km from the centre of Oxford. 

Planning Policy Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan, Adopted 1996 
Stanton Harcourt Area (Lower Windrush Valley) Policies SH2, SH3, SH4a, SH5 and SH6. 

Planning History In 2002, permission was granted to construct a new office to replace the existing 
portacabins. In 2004, permission was granted for the development of a HWRC to replace 
the existing civic amenity site.  Permission has also been granted for changes to the 
opening hours of the HWRC.   

The site is due to be restored by 31 December 2028.  

Landscape Designations 

Landscape Character  

There are no landscape designations for this site 

The site lies within the landscape character area of Thames and Avon Vales. 

Land Stability This site has been previously worked and is not fully restored.  As such, there is a risk 
that it may be subject to land instability. 

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation 

The site is 600 m from the Stanton Harcourt SSSI. 
This site lies within 5-10 km of the Cothill Fen SAC and the Oxford Meadows SAC. 

Agricultural Land 
Classification 

The site is designated grade 4 agricultural land.  However, this land has been disturbed.  

Flooding (potential) The site is 150 m from flood zone 2. Almost the entire flood zone 2 near the site is a 
historic flood area. There is also a sizable belt of flood zone 3, situated 150 m from the 
eastern boundary of the site, and 400 m from its southern edge. 

Groundwater Quality The site is located within a minor aquifer with groundwater at high vulnerability to 
pollution.  The site is not located in an SPZ. 
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Criteria Description 

Historic Environment The Stanton Harcourt Conservation Area lies within 800 m of the site. There are many 
listed buildings within 900 m of the site, with Cutmill Farm located just 300 m from the 
site. 

The northern part of this site is located within an area designated as Scheduled Ancient 
Monument (SAM OX5, Devil’s Quoits).  This is currently undergoing restoration.   

Recreational Activities Public rights of way run through the site and its immediate surroundings.   

Air Quality/Noise/ 
Issues of Environmental 
Nuisance 

There is an operating HWRC on site.  The site is situated in a rural area and is separated 
from an industrial estate by a large lake.  The site is located distant from housing but a 
transport route to the site travels through Sutton.   

Proximity to Existing 
Waste Facilities 

The nearest waste management facility is the HWRC operating on site.  The facility 
operated by Controlled Reclamation is situated approximately 800 m to the north. 

Non inert facilities 
Proximity to Landfill:  Dix Pit, Stanton Harcourt 3, 0.84 km 
Proximity to Treatment:  No non-inert facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Recycling:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Transfer Station:  Dix Pit WTS, 0.18 km 
Proximity to Composting:  Glebe Farm, 8 km 

Landscape/ Visual Impact The site is well screened from the south but is visible from most other aspects.  
Conditions of the current planning permission require full restoration of the site.  

Site Ownership The site is owned by Waste Recycling Group.  The company nominated the site for future 
waste related development. 

 
 

Site 3a Dix Pit (WRG), Stanton Harcourt 
Preliminary Conclusions 

The site is a former sand and gravel working.  Water bodies occupy the 
eastern side with a household waste recycling centre (HWRC) located to the 
west.  The site is quite open, although substantial woodland provides 
screening to the south.  Some restoration has occurred including capped 
landfill with newly planted saplings.  The site is surrounded by previous sand 
and gravel extraction operations, most of which have been restored to 
waterbodies or through mixed landfill.  
 
Access to the site should be focussed on using the road network to the north of 
the site (ie the B4449 and A415).  These roads avoid the villages of Standlake 
and Sutton.  Current operators located at Dix Pit are restricted in their lorry 
movements through legal agreement.  It should be expected that new 
development would be similarly restricted, unless a bypass is built around 
Sutton.  Oxfordshire Highways advises that the local road network is suitable 
to accommodate 100 heavy goods vehicle (HGV) movements per day (50 into 
the site and 50 out); although it may be necessary to provide a right-turn lane 
at the B4449 to ensure that vehicles waiting to turn into the industrial area do 
not obstruct the flow of traffic at busy times of the day.  
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Public rights of way run through the site and its immediate surroundings.  
The lake is used for fishing and has ecological value as it is important for 
birds.  It thus has nature conservation and recreation value.  There is potential 
for new development to impact upon the recreational enjoyment of these 
facilities. 
 
The northern section of the site area shown on the plan overlaps with the 
Devil’s Quoits Scheduled Ancient Monument.  Oxfordshire Archaeology has 
advised that this monument is deteriorated in condition but is currently being 
restored.  Should this site be considered suitable for development of a 
strategic waste management facility, then the site boundary should be 
amended so that it does not overlap with the designation.  However, 
depending on the scale of development, if it is located to the south of the 
Quoit’s it should not affect them, except in setting.   
 
The site is well screened from the south but is visible from most other aspects.  
Substantial development may have a significant impact in this rural area.  . 
The site would benefit from improvement.  Although much of the site has 
undergone restoration activities, which is visible from the grassed areas with 
newly planted saplings, there is still the presence of old quarry sorting 
equipment on site.  Planning permission requires full restoration by 31 
December 2028.  Whilst this is a substantial period into the future, substantial 
development would detract from this long term aspiration.   
 
This site lies within 5-10 km of both the Cothill Fen and Oxford Meadows 
Special Areas for Conservation (SAC).  ERM considers that waste 
management involving incineration, gasification and pyrolysis would be 
likely to have a significant effect on the identified SAC. 
 
ERM concludes that it is not appropriate to consider this site for development 
of a strategic waste management facility. The site is remote from significant 
waste arisings and could require substantial infrastructure provision.  There 
are long term planning objectives for the comprehensive restoration of this site 
including: nature conservation; public access and low key, water related 
recreation.  In addition, a strategic waste management facility is likely to have 
a detrimental impact on the setting of the Devil’s Quoits Scheduled Ancient 
Monument.   
 
The HWRC provides a facility located in the west of the County, which is 
recognised to be contributing to sustainable waste management within 
Oxfordshire.  In considering the balance to be made between planning 
objectives for this site and the need to provide an infrastructure of waste 
management facilities, this site may be appropriate for continued and/or 
enhance local/smaller scale use.  
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Figure 3.1 Site 3a Dix Pit (WRG), Stanton Harcourt 

 

Figure 3.2 Site 3a Dix Pit (WRG), Stanton Harcourt 
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SITE 9 WORTON RECTORY FARM, CASSINGTON 
GRID REFERENCE: 447300, 211400 

Criteria Description 

Site Description and 
Existing Use 

A former sand and gravel workings now largely occupied by waste transfer station/MRF 
and open windrow compost facilities.   

Site Area 5.77 ha. 

Surrounding Land Uses The site is bordered by former and existing quarry workings (including processing plant) 
situated to the east, south and west.  Most of the sand and gravel pits have been restored 
to water bodies.  Immediately to the north and north east is agricultural land separated 
by the railway line.  Yarnton lies approx. 500 m to the northwest, but dwellings are 
situated within 350 m. 

Traffic and Transport The site has a dedicated access leading off and onto the A40. There is also a good internal 
road with speed restrictions although this has suffered some surface deterioration and 
would need improvement.  The internal road provides space for vehicles to queue off the 
public highway.   

Proximity to Waste 
Arisings 

The site lies approx. 6.5 km of the centre of Oxford, Yarnton lies in close proximity.   

Planning Policy Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 1996.  
Cassington/Yarnton Area Policies CY3 and CY4. 
The site is located in the Oxford Green Belt. 

Planning History In 2003 an application for the extraction of sand and gravel and amendment of the 
restoration scheme to create a reed bed by importing inert waste materials was 
submitted. The application was approved.  
A 2005 application to extend the roof and extend the former beef shed building has also 
been approved. 
In 2006, a proposal to recycle C&D waste and create a parking area was approved 
following objections.  
In 2007 an application was submitted to extend the existing compost site to provide for 
in-vessel composting with a bio-filter, reception building, weighbridge, office and 
composting tunnels.  The decision is pending. 

Landscape Designations 

Landscape Character  

There are no landscape designations for this site.  

The site lies within the landscape character area of Thames and Avon Vales. 

Land Stability There is no information to suggest that the site would be subject to land instability. 

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation 

The Pixey and Yarnton Meads SSSI is located 550 m south of site. 
This site is less than 1 km distance from the Oxford Meadows SAC.  
The site lies within 10-15 km of the Cothill Fen SAC. 

Agricultural Land 
Classification 

The site is designated grade 3 agricultural land. However, it has been disturbed.    

Flooding (potential) The south western corner of the site is identified as lying within flood zones 2 and 3.  

Groundwater Quality The site is located within a minor aquifer with groundwater at high vulnerability to 
pollution.  The site is not located in an SPZ. 

Historic Environment There are many listed buildings in the nearby village of Yarnton, the nearest being 350 m 
from the site. Rectory Farm, located 600 m to the west, is also a listed building. 
There are no archaeological constraints for this site. 
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Criteria Description 

Recreational Activities There are public rights of way running alongside and in close proximity to the site and 
using part of the internal road.  

Air Quality/Noise/ 
Issues of Environmental 
Nuisance 

The site is situated within previous and current mineral workings.  There are residential 
properties located within 500 m of the site.   

Proximity to Existing 
Waste Facilities 

The site is a waste transfer station and open windrow composting facility. 

Non inert facilities 
Proximity to Landfill:  Dix Pit, Stanton Harcourt 2, 8.7 km 
Proximity to Treatment:  No non-inert facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Recycling:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Transfer Station:  Worton Rectory Farm  
Proximity to Composting:  Worton Rectory Farm 

Landscape/ Visual Impact The site is generally well screened by mature trees, hedgerows and planted screen bunds.  
However, the roof of the waste transfer station is visible at certain view points.   

Site Ownership The site is owned by Dairystock Co Ltd.  The company supports the inclusion of this site 
in the Waste Allocations Development Plan Document. 

 
 

Site 9 Worton Rectory Farm, Cassington 
Preliminary Conclusions 

This is an enclosed site currently used for waste transfer station/materials 
recovery facility (MRF) and open windrow composting.  Associated with the 
waste transfer station is: a large area of skip storage; a substantial, open 
fronted building with trommel for sorting the waste; stockpiles of separated 
materials; a raised office building; and weighbridge.  The waste transfer 
facility/MRF accepts mixed commercial and industrial waste.  The open 
windrow composting facility takes green waste collected within Oxfordshire.  
The site operates under a temporary permission, requiring all operations to 
cease and the land be restored to agriculture by 31 December 2010.   
 
The site is surrounded by former and existing quarry workings to the east, 
south and west.  Restoration of the sand and gravel workings has 
predominantly been to water bodies.  Current working to the west is proposed 
to be restored to reed beds.   
 
The site is centrally located within Oxfordshire with very good access to the 
A40 and consequently benefits with good links with the wider road network.  
It is well screened with established waste management facilities already 
operating on site.  Construction of large buildings would be set back from the 
road, although it is likely they would be visible from the surrounding area 
because the local topography is generally flat.  It is separated from housing by 
at least 350 m distance, a railway line and agricultural fields. 
 
There are public rights of way running alongside and in close proximity to the 
site and using part of the internal road. New development may impact upon 
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recreational enjoyment of these paths although mitigation measures have 
already been implemented in conjunction with existing development.  
 
This site is less than 1 km distance from the Oxford Meadows Special Area for 
Conservation (SAC).  ERM concludes that any waste related development in 
this location is likely to have a significant effect on the identified SAC.   
 
ERM concludes that it is not appropriate to consider this site for development 
of a strategic waste management facility. This conclusion is drawn primarily 
on the basis of the site’s proximity to the Oxford Meadows SAC.  It would be 
necessary for an appropriate assessment, completed under the Habitats 
Directive and forthcoming Regulations, to be undertaken to be able to 
conclude that development would not have an adverse impact on the integrity 
of the SAC.   
 
The site is located within the Oxford Green Belt.  Development of a strategic 
waste management facility would constitute inappropriate development for 
which very special circumstances would need to be demonstrated.  However, 
national and regional policy identifies that locations within the Green Belt 
should not be precluded from consideration for the delivery of waste 
management capacity.  Very special circumstances might include 
consideration of the site’s central position within the County, its proximity to 
Oxford, and good access arrangements linking with the A40.  
 

Figure 9.1 Site 9 Worton Rectory Farm, Cassington 
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Figure 9.2 Site 9 Worton Rectory Farm, Cassington 
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SITE 10  SUTTON COURTENAY LANDFILL (WRG) 
GRID REFERENCE: 451200, 193200 

Criteria Description 

Site Description and 
Existing Use 

This is a large, open site.  Sand and gravel extraction has taken place, and former 
workings are being restored through mixed landfill. Other facilities/operations on site 
include: composting; rail terminal; gravel processing plant (for Bridge Farm extension); 
and asphalt and concrete plants.  

Site Area 136.99 ha. 

Surrounding Land Uses The site is surrounded by agricultural land, with the Didcot Power Station located on the 
southern boundary.  The centre of Appleford is approx. 650 m to the north east, with 
Sutton Courtenay approx. 1 km to the west.   

Traffic and Transport The site has established road and rail access.  Road access is available from the A4130 
which connects with the A34.   

Proximity to Waste 
Arisings 

The site is located within 5 km radius of both Didcot and Abingdon.  The site is 13 km 
from the centre of Oxford. 

Planning Policy Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 
SC3 – routeing of vehicles. 

Planning History In 2002, a proposal for continued use of processing plant at Cross Tree Plant, and 
extraction of sand and gravel was refused, on the grounds of being contrary to policy 
PE3 of Oxfordshire MWLP (loss of residential amenity) and policy PE1 (a & b) 
(protection of residential amenity).   
In 2002, temporary permission was granted for the construction of a storage facility for 
waste refrigerators (for 5 years). 
In 2003, permission was granted for the installation of ash separation equipment and an 
ash storage silo, for an additional landfill gas utilisation compound and to vary a 
condition that restricted the importation of PFA.   

Landscape Designations 

Landscape Character  

There are no landscape designations for this site. 

The site is located within the landscape character area of Thames and Avon Vales. 

Land Stability This site has been previously worked.  Until restoration is complete there is a risk that it 
may be subject to land instability.  There remains a reduced risk of land instability 
following completion of landfill. 

Ecology and Nature 
Conservation 

There are no ecology or nature conservation designations. 
This site within a 5-10 km range of the Little Wittenham and Cothill Fen SAC. 

Agricultural Land 
Classification 

The site is designated grade 2 agricultural land.  However, it has been disturbed.  

Flooding (potential) The site's north western corner is adjacent to flood zone 2. The site's northern boundary 
is less than 100 m from flood zone 2 and within 400 m of flood zone 3. The site's eastern 
edge is within 150 m of floodzone 2 and within 250 m of flood zone 3. The site's south 
eastern edge is within 200 m of flood zone 2 and 250 m of flood zone 3.  

All the flood zone 2 areas near the site are areas of historic flood areas. There are also 
some other historic flood areas near the northern edge of the site. 

Groundwater Quality The site is located within a minor aquifer with groundwater at intermediate vulnerability 
to pollution.  The site is not located within an SPZ. 
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Criteria Description 

Historic Environment There are 2 listed buildings within 650 m of the site. 
There are no archaeological constraints for this site. 

Recreational Activities There are a number of public rights of way crossing this site.  

Air Quality/Noise/ 
Issues of Environmental 
Nuisance 

The site is an operational quarry, cement works, and landfill facility with some recycling 
and composting activities occurring.  There are two houses adjacent to the access road to 
the site, Hill Farm and a small cottage close to the railway line.   

Proximity to Existing 
Waste Facilities 

The site is an existing landfill site, with composting activities also taking place.   

Non inert facilities 
Proximity to Landfill:  Sutton Courtenay Waste, 0.2 km 
Proximity to Treatment:  Harwell Sss (Processing),7.2 km 
Proximity to Recycling:  No recycling facilities within 10 km 
Proximity to Transfer Station:  Akzo, 1.8 km  
Proximity to Composting:  Old Sewage Works, 3 km 

Landscape/ Visual Impact The local topography around the site is quite flat.  Where landfill has occurred, the land 
rises, although these domes are expected to partially settle over time. The site is 
overlooked by Didcot power station to the south and is more visible from the north east 
where the surrounding land is more raised.  

Site Ownership The site is owned by Waste Recycling Group.  The company supports the inclusion of 
this site in the Waste Allocations Development Plan Document. 

 
 

Site 10 Sutton Courtenay Landfill (WRG) 
Preliminary Conclusions 

This is a very large and open site with both minerals and landfill operations.  
The former quarrying operations are quite extensive, with are several areas 
where extraction has or is currently taking place.  There are several large areas 
where landfilling has been completed and restored.  However, large areas 
remain to be filled, and there are several large piles of soil and mineral on site.  
Open windrow composting is also carried out here.  
 
Buildings on site are generally prefabricated and located within a central 
complex with parking.  Rail sidings lead into the centre of the site and are 
used to bring in waste from London for disposal and stone.  Pylons run across 
the site. 
   
The site is located in the south of the County between Didcot and Abingdon.  
As such it is closed to sources of waste and a town that is forecast to grow in 
local policy.  The site has good road access and is well linked to the wider 
road network.  It benefits from the potential to transport waste by rail, 
although extending this beyond its current service (London to Oxford) may 
not be possible logistically and/or financially. It unlikely to be practicable to 
transport waste by rail within Oxfordshire.  
 
The site is more visible from the north east; it is possible to look across over 
the site, with large piles of gravel and pylons seen from this direction.  Due to 
the relatively flat and open nature of the site, it is likely that development of a 
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substantial building would be visible, although with good design any 
resultant impact need not be detrimental.  
 
The site is required to be fully restored and any new development may detract 
from the approved plan.  However, the principle of permanent development 
has been established at site 10 and it lies adjacent to both the Didcot Power 
Station and the industrial area of Didcot.  New development may enable 
enhanced restoration across the whole site.  This might be expected to include 
consideration of the public rights of way crossing the site.  
 
This site is within a 5-10km range of the Little Wittenham and Cothill Fen 
Special Areas for Conservation (SAC).  ERM considers that waste 
management involving incineration, gasification and pyrolysis would be 
likely to have a significant effect on the identified SAC. 
 
This site is considered to offer potential for development of a strategic waste 
management facility.  It is located close to significant sources of waste arisings 
and is well located within the County to provide strategic capacity.  There are 
potential markets for the recovery of energy generated by waste management 
facilities and the site benefits from good access and access into the wider road 
network.   
 
This conclusion may be perceived to be inconsistent with other conclusions 
made at other landfill/former mineral working sites.  However, site 10 is 
considered to be different in several respects: 

• it is very much closer to significant sources of waste arisings than other 
sites, and provides a location for the south of the County; 

• the site is not situated in a remote, rural position with a requirement to 
restore to agriculture; 

• the principle of permanent development has been established; 

• there are ready markets for energy produced at the site; and  

• development would be expected to bring added benefits, such as an 
enhanced restoration scheme.   

 
ERM concludes that development should not include thermal treatment 
unless it can be demonstrated through appropriate assessment that such 
development would not have an adverse impact upon the integrity of the 
Little Wittenham SAC.   
 
There is the potential for new development to have an adverse impact on the 
residential amenity of the two houses situated adjacent to the existing access 
road, contributing to cumulative impacts at this site.  Depending on where 
any final development is located, there is potential to realign the access road 
and/or to consider increased use of the rail track in order to ensure this is not 
unacceptable.  Oxfordshire Highways advises that use of the existing site 
access via the B4016 is not recommended, due to the impact on the village of 



ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT OCC 

23 

Sutton Courtenay and that there is a weight limit travelling through 
Appleford.   
 
A high standard of design would be necessary, to ensure a detrimental visual 
impact did not arise.   

Figure 10.1 Site 10 Sutton Courtenay Landfill (WRG) 
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Figure 10.2 Site 10  Sutton Courtenay Landfill (WRG) 

 
 

 




