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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Minerals and Waste Development Framework 

1.1.1 The County Council is reviewing the planning policies covering mineral 
working and waste management in Oxfordshire.  This will result in a 
new policy framework for the County – the Oxfordshire Minerals and 
Waste Development Framework, which will replace the adopted 
Minerals and Waste Local Plan. 

1.1.2 The first key policy document to be prepared is the Minerals and Waste 
Core Strategy Development Plan Document.  In June 2006 the Council 
consulted on Issues and Options for the Core Strategy and in February 
this year consulted on the Core Strategy Preferred Options.  These 
consultation papers can be found on the Council’s website, at: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy.  
Submission of the Core Strategy to the Secretary of State is 
programmed for January 2008. 

1.1.3 The second key policy document to be prepared is the Waste Site 
Proposals and Policies Development Plan Document.  In February this 
year the Council consulted on Issues and Options for this document.  
This consultation paper can be found on the Council’s website at the 
same address as above.  Consultation on Preferred Options is 
programmed for July 2007, and submission for February 2008.  

1.1.4 The third key policy document to be prepared is the Minerals Site 
Proposals and Polices Development Plan Document.  This consultation 
paper is the Issues and Options stage in the preparation of the 
document.  This consultation will inform preparation of the Preferred 
Options consultation paper, which is programmed for November 2007. 

1.2 What is this consultation paper about? 

1.2.1 This is an important opportunity to put forward your views on the 
options being considered.  The document includes an initial long list of 
possible mineral sites which the Council is gathering information to help 
make informed decisions when selecting preferred options.  Please 
note that these site options are not proposals by the County 
Council.  The County Council will consider all comments before it 
produces the Preferred Options consultation paper in November 2007.  
At that stage there will be another opportunity to comment before the 
Mineral Sites Proposals and Policies document is finalised for 
submission to the Secretary of State, programmed for October 2008.  
There will be a further opportunity then for comments to be made, 
followed by independent public examination of the document.  It is 
expected that it will be adopted in January 2010. 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy
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1.2.2 This paper is published for consultation in accordance with Regulation 
25 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) 
Regulations 2004.  

1.3 How to respond to this consultation paper 

1.3.1 Please use the response form that accompanies this paper.  Further 
copies of the form can be downloaded from the Council’s website at: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy or 
obtained from the address below. Please send your response by post, 
fax or email to: 

 
Minerals Site Issues and Options Consultation 
Minerals & Waste Policy (SPED) 
Environment & Economy 
Oxfordshire County Council 
Speedwell House 
Speedwell Street 
Oxford OX1 1NE 
 
Fax No: 01865 815787 
Email: minerals.wasteplan@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 
Responses should be made by the date on the response form and in 
the letter accompanying this consultation paper. 

 
For further information please contact the Minerals and Waste Policy 
Team on 01865 816025 or at the email or postal address above. 

 

1.4 How to nominate a site not identified in this paper 

1.4.1 One of the aims of this consultation is to identify any other possible site 
options, so they can be assessed before the preferred options are 
selected.  If there are sites which you think should be included as 
options please indicate this in your response to this consultation and 
complete the appropriate site nomination form, which can be 
downloaded from the Council’s website at: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy. 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy
mailto:minerals.wasteplan@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy
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2 BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

2.1 Oxfordshire’s Characteristics 

2.1.1 Oxfordshire enjoys a unique position in the country, covering an area 
from the Cotswolds in the north and west to the Chilterns in the south 
east and the Berkshire Downs to the south west.  The River Thames 
and River Cherwell flow through the county, and there are large areas 
of natural beauty, attractive countryside, market towns and the world-
renowned historic city of Oxford. 

2.1.2 Oxfordshire has a high quality living environment provided by a wealth 
of architectural, archaeological, biodiversity and landscape resources.  
The county covers 260,800 hectares with 78% of the land area under 
agricultural management.  Three Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
together cover 24% of Oxfordshire.  Much of the central part of the 
county, around Oxford, is Green Belt.  The main towns are Oxford, 
Banbury, Bicester, Witney, Abingdon, Didcot, and Wantage and Grove.  
It is the South East of England’s most rural county; with 615,000 
residents across 1006 square miles, the county has the lowest 
population density in the South East region.   

2.1.3 The main minerals worked in Oxfordshire are sharp sand and gravel, 
soft sand, limestone and ironstone.  Chalk, clay and Fuller’s earth are 
or have also been worked.  These minerals predominantly supply local 
markets, except for Fuller’s earth which is a nationally scarce mineral.   

2.1.4 Aggregate minerals account for most of Oxfordshire’s production. In 
2005, 1.3 million tonnes of sand and gravel and 0.6 million tonnes of 
crushed rock (limestone and ironstone) were produced.  In addition, 
production of aggregates from recycled construction and demolition 
waste and from secondary materials (mainly power station ash) is 
increasingly important.  Significant quantities of aggregates are also 
imported into Oxfordshire by rail.   

2.1.5 The map in Figure 1 shows the locations of past and existing permitted 
mineral working areas. It shows a cluster of mineral workings to the 
west of Oxford, in particular in the Lower Windrush Valley but also at 
Cassington with another cluster in the Thames valley between Oxford 
and Didcot.  Both these areas produce sharp sand and gravel.  The 
area north west of Banbury is a large ironstone permission dating back 
to the 1950s which is still being worked.  To the north west of Bicester 
is a large limestone quarry at Ardley; and there is a group of limestone 
quarries between Witney and Burford.  In the south east of the county, 
near Reading, is a sharp sand and gravel quarry at Caversham.  The 
smaller sites in the south west of the county, in the Vale of White 
Horse, are soft sand quarries with some limestone working.  
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Figure 1: Current and Past Mineral Permissions 
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2.2 Minerals Policy Context 

2.2.1 National policy on planning for minerals is mainly contained in the 
Government’s minerals policy statements (MPSs) and minerals 
planning guidance notes (MPGs).  The main one of relevance to 
planning for minerals in Oxfordshire is MPS1 ‘Planning and Minerals’ 
(DCLG, November 2006).  MPS1 contains national objectives and 
policies for mineral planning and is of particular relevance to the 
preparation of development plans; and it includes specific policy for 
making provision for the supply of aggregates.  Supporting guidance is 
contained in ‘Planning and Minerals: Practice Guide’ (DCLG, 
November 2006).  Also of relevance is the National and Regional 
Guidelines for Aggregates Provision in England, 2001-2016 (DCLG, 
June 2003).  In addition, MPS2 Controlling and Mitigating the 
Environmental Effects of Minerals Extraction in England (DCLG, March 
2005) is also relevant to the framing of policies in development plans. 

2.2.2 Current adopted regional policy for minerals planning is the 
Government’s recently published Regional Planning Guidance for the 
South East (RPG9) – Waste and Minerals (GOSE, June 2006).  This 
includes a regional minerals strategy covering the period to 2016 but 
looking ahead to 2025.  It includes an apportionment for each county of 
land-won aggregates supply requirements.  These policies, with some 
amendments and additions, including a county level apportionment of 
provision for secondary and recycled aggregates, have been 
incorporated in the draft South East Plan produced by the South East 
England Regional Assembly.  This was submitted to the Secretary of 
State in March 2006 and was the subject of an examination in public 
between November 2006 and March 2007.  In due course it will 
become the new Regional Spatial Strategy, replacing RPG9. 

2.2.3 The County Council adopted the Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2016 on 
21 October 2005.  It contains four policies on minerals and three 
policies on waste management which set a broad county-level policy 
context for the preparation of the Minerals and Waste Development 
Framework.  These polices are available on the Council’s website at: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/planningpolicy.  The previous 
Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2011 included a policy (M2) which identified 
areas where the principle of sharp sand and gravel working is 
accepted.  This policy has been replaced in the new Structure Plan by 
a policy (M2) stating that locations for sand and gravel working will be 
identified in the Minerals and Waste Development Framework.  The 
Oxfordshire Structure Plan 2016 does not include any location specific 
policies. 

2.2.4 The Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (adopted in July 1996) 
contains detailed policies for the supply of minerals and provision of 
waste management facilities and for the control of minerals and waste 
developments.  The policies in this plan are due to expire in September 
2007 but the County Council has requested the Secretary of State to 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/planningpolicy
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‘save’ those policies that are still relevant for a longer period, until they 
are replaced by new polices in the Minerals and Waste Development 
Framework.  The plan is available on the Council’s website at: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy.  It 
identifies specific sites for working of sharp sand and gravel.  These 
sites have now mostly been permitted for working and new sites must 
be identified if provision is to be made for the continued supply of local 
sand and gravel in Oxfordshire.   

2.3 Identification of sites 

2.3.1 The maps in Figures 2a, 2b, 2c and 2d show all of the possible sites 
that been identified so far for sand and gravel and crushed rock which 
information is sought in this consultation.  For each site it gives the site 
code, which can be cross referenced with the tables of site options for 
each mineral type. 

2.3.2 The initial long list of possible sites has been identified from a variety of 
sources including: sites nominated by mineral industry operators, 
landowners and agents; sites and areas previously considered in work 
on the Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the County Structure Plan; 
and other possible sites and areas identified by County Council officers 
from British Geological Survey mineral resource mapping.  For rail 
depots and secondary and recycled aggregates, possible sites 
identified include existing operations and current and past mineral 
workings and associated possible development sites.   

2.3.3 The County Council has completed a strategic level assessment of the 
aggregate mineral resources of Oxfordshire (sand & gravel and 
crushed rock) (see annexes F & G).  As a result, some strategic 
resource areas have been rejected as being unlikely to contain suitable 
sites for mineral working.  But where sites have been nominated by 
mineral operators or others in the rejected areas, they have been 
included in this consultation paper.  Initial thinking is that these sites 
are unlikely to go forward to the detailed level assessment unless 
information comes to light from this consultation which suggests 
otherwise.  Sites that were previously considered in the preparation of 
plans and are in these rejected areas have not been included; and the 
sites and areas identified by County Council officers are only in those 
resource areas that have come through the strategic level assessment. 

 

 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy
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Figure 2a:  Mineral Site Options in the District of Cherwell  

 
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller of 
Her Majesty's Stationary Office © Crown Copyright.  Unauthorised reproduction 
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council Licence number 100023343 

 

Reference Table  

Code SG SS CR Not included:  Secondary and Recycled 
Aggregates Sites (see Table 7) & Rail 
Depots (see Table 8) 

Refer to Table 2 3 5 

Page Number 16 18 22 
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SG-16 

SG-35 
SS-06 

CR-01 

CR-05 
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Figure 2b:  Mineral Site Options in the District of West Oxfordshire  

 
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller of 
Her Majesty's Stationary Office © Crown Copyright.  Unauthorised reproduction 
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council Licence number 100023343 

 

Reference Table  
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Figure 2c:  Mineral Site Options in the district of the Vale of White Horse 

 
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller of 
Her Majesty's Stationary Office © Crown Copyright.  Unauthorised reproduction 
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council Licence number 100023343 

 

Reference Table  
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Figure 2d:  Mineral Site Options in the District of South Oxfordshire and 
Oxford City 

 
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller of 
Her Majesty's Stationary Office © Crown Copyright.  Unauthorised reproduction 
infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council Licence number 100023343 

Reference Table  

Code SG SS CR Not included:  Secondary and Recycled 
Aggregates Sites (see Table 7) & Rail 
Depots (see Table 8) 
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2.4 What happens next to the sites? 

2.4.1 Once all the information gained from this consultation has been 
reviewed and added into the site reports, each site will be assessed 
against the detailed criteria identified in the Minerals Site Selection 
Methodology (July 2006) which is on the Council’s website at: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy.  The site 
selection methodology has been available for public comment and any 
further comments may be made in response to this consultation.  The 
sites will also be subject to sustainability appraisal, including strategic 
environmental assessment and, if necessary, appropriate assessment 
to meet the requirements of the European Habitats Directive.  (Further 
details of these appraisals/assessments are on the Council’s website at 
the same address).  The most suitable sites will be identified in the 
Preferred Options consultation paper. 

2.5 Structure of the report 

2.5.1 The following sections of this report have been split into the following 
topics for easy reference: 

 Sand and Gravel  

 Crushed Rock  

 Non Aggregate Minerals 

 Secondary and Recycled Aggregates  

 Rail Depots 

 Safeguarding 

Categorisation of the sites has been based on the main mineral 
involved. 

 
At the end of each topic section are a series of guidance questions to 
help you in responding.  

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/links/public/mineralsandwastepolicy
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3 SAND AND GRAVEL 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 Oxfordshire produces two distinct types of sand and gravel: soft sand – 
used mainly for mortar and asphalt; and sharp sand and gravel – 
mainly used for making concrete and other constructional uses.  Soft 
sand occurs mainly in a band between Faringdon and Abingdon, with 
smaller outcrops in the north of the county.  Sharp sand and gravel 
deposits are found in the Thames, Windrush, Thame, Cherwell and 
other river valleys and also in the Chilterns and near Finmere (north of 
Bicester) (see Figure 3). 

 
Figure 3:  Sand and Gravel Resources in Oxfordshire 
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3.1.2 Regional Planning Guidance for the South East (RPG9) – Waste and 
Minerals (GOSE, June 2006) sets a sand and gravel appointment for 
Oxfordshire (the share of regional sand and gravel provision that 
should be provided by Oxfordshire) of 1.82 million tonnes a year.  
Government policy in MPS1 is that where different aggregate types 
occur for which there are distinct markets, separate landbank 
provisions may be appropriate.  Soft sand and sharp sand and gravel 
generally occur in different locations in Oxfordshire and have distinct 
and separate uses and markets.  Core Strategy Preferred Option 2b 
therefore proposes that the sand and gravel apportionment for 
Oxfordshire should be sub-divided: 17% soft sand; and 83% sharp 
sand and gravel.  This split is based on recent past production levels.   

3.1.3 Core Strategy Preferred Options 1b and 2a propose that the Minerals 
Sites Document should cover the period to 2026 and should identify 
specific sites for mineral working for the period at least to 2019.  This 
does not preclude site provision for beyond 2019 being made if suitable 
sites can be identified.  Therefore Table 1 below identifies a range of 
sand and gravel provision required.    

3.2 Requirement for Sand and Gravel 

3.2.1 Table 1 identifies the amount of sand and gravel supply that should be 
provided for to 2019 and 2026.  The Minerals Sites Document will need 
to make provision for between 16.6 and 29.4 million tonnes of sand and 
gravel; comprising between 2.9 and 5.1 million tonnes of soft sand and 
between 13.7 and 24.3 million tonnes of sharp sand and gravel.   

 

Table 1:  Sand and Gravel Requirement Calculations (million tonnes) 

  Soft Sand 
(17%) 

Sharp Sand & 
Gravel (83%) 

Total Sand & Gravel 
(100%) 

A Apportionment 0.31mtpa 1.51 mtpa 1.82 mtpa 

B Provision required 
2006-2019 [A x14] 

4.34 mt 21.14 mt 25.48 mt 

C Provision required 
2006-2026 [A x21] 

6.51 mt 31.71 mt  38.22 mt  

D Permitted reserves 
remaining at end 2005 

0.98 mt 6.07 mt 7.05 mt 

E Resolutions to grant 
permission subject to 
legal agreement 

0.47 mt 1.37 mt 1.84 mt 

 Remaining provision 
required to 2019 [B – 
D – E] 

2.89 mt 13.70 mt 16.59 mt 

 Remaining provision 
required to 2026 [C – 
D – E] 

5.06 mt 24.27 mt  29.33 mt  
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3.3 Options 

3.3.1 Table 1 indicates a need for additional sites for both sharp sand and 
gravel and soft sand.  The County Council has drawn up the following 
initial long list of possible site options for consideration.  Table 2 lists 
possible sharp sand and gravel sites; Table 3 lists possible soft sand 
sites. 

 

Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Site 
Reference 

Land west of A420/A417 Faringdon A2 SG-01 

Land west of Wicklesham Quarry and south of 
A420 

A3 SG-02 

Land adjacent to Benson Marina, Benson, near 
Wallingford 

A4 SG-03 

Land at Mead Farm, Church Lane, Yarnton  A5 SG-04 

Land to the east of Cassington Quarry A6 SG-05 

Extension to south of Sutton Wick Quarry A7 SG-06 

Land at Manor Farm, Grafton A8 SG-07 

Land east of Hanborough Road, Church 
Hanborough 

A9 SG-08 

Land north of Drayton St Leonard and 
Berinsfield 

A10 SG-09 

Sonning Triangle, Land north of Playhatch Road, 
Sonning Eye 

A11 SG-10 

Land east of Spring Lane, Sonning Eye A12 SG-11 

Land south of Chazey Wood, Mapledurham A13 SG-12 

Land between Dorchester, Warborough, 
Shillingford and Benson 

A14 SG-13 

Land at Stonehenge Farm, Northmoor A15 SG-14 

Dairy Farm, Clanfield A16 SG-15 

Land at Stonehouse Farm, north east of 
Cassington Quarry, Yarnton 

A17 SG-16 

Land between River Thames and A415, 
Culham/Clifton Hampden 

A18 SG-17 

Land between A415 and River Windrush, south 
of Standlake  

A19 SG-18 

Bridge Farm, Appleford (Extension to Sutton 
Courtenay Quarry) 

A20 SG-19 

Land between Eynsham, Cassington and River 
Thames 

A21 SG-20 

Beef Unit Extension, Gill Mill Quarry, South 
Leigh, Witney 

A22 SG-21 

Part Ducklington Farm, extension to Gill Mill 
Quarry, Ducklington, Witney 

A23 SG-22 

Windrush North, western extension to Gill Mill 
Quarry, Ducklington, Witney 

A24 SG-23 

Land south of A40, Cogges, Witney, adjacent to 
Gill Mill Quarry (South Leigh) 

A25 SG-24 
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Manor Farm North, Standlake Road, Hardwick   A26 SG-25 

Manor Farm South, Standlake Road, 
Hardwick/Standlake  

A27 SG-26 

Vicarage Pit, Cogges Lane, Stanton Harcourt A28 SG-27 

Guy Lakes North, adjacent B4449, Stanton 
Harcourt 

A29 SG-28 

Sutton Farm, Sutton, Stanton Harcourt and 
Pinkhill Farm, Eynsham 

A30 SG-29 

Home Farm, Brighthampton, Standlake A31 SG-30 

Land east of Sutton, Stanton Harcourt A32 SG-31 

Former Quarry off Downs Road (adjacent to 
Standlake Arena), Standlake 

A33 SG-32 

Land South of Wallingford, New Barn Farm, 
Cholsey 

A34 SG-33 

Part Springhill Farm, Extension to Gill Mill 
Quarry, South Leigh, Witney 

A35 SG-34 

Finmere Quarry, Banbury Road, Finmere A36 SG-35 

Land at Friars Farm, Stanton Harcourt A37 SG-36 

Land between Grandpont and North/South 
Hinksey, Oxford 

A38 SG-37 

Land at Rectory and Ansells Farm, Langford and 
Home Farm, Kelmscott  

A39 SG-38 

Land off Aston Road, Brighthampton, Standlake A40 SG-39 

Land at Oakley Wood  A41 SG-40 

Land north of Radley  A42 SG-41 

Land south of Sandford on Thames A43 SG-42 

Land at Marcham A44 SG-43 

Land at Little Wittenham - Long Wittenham A45 SG-44 

Land at Appleford - Long Wittenham A46 SG-45 

Land north east of Cholsey A47 SG-46 

Land at Wallingford – Benson A48 SG-47 

Land at Stadhampton (north of) A49 SG-48 

Land at Chalgrove A50 SG-49 

Land at Northmoor A51 SG-50 

Land in the Evenlode Valley, north of Eynsham A52 SG-51 

Land at Sutton Wick  A53 SG-52 

Land north of Didcot perimeter road  A54 SG-53 

Land south of the River Thames between 
Radcot and Duxford (West) 

A55 SG-54a 

Land south of the River Thames between 
Radcot and Duxford (East) 

A56 SG-54b 

Land between Clanfield, Bampton and Aston 
(West) 

A57 SG-55a 

Land between Clanfield, Bampton and Aston 
(East) 

A58 SG-55b 

 
 
 
 



Minerals Site Proposals and Polices Document:  Issues and Options 

 

Consultation Paper 18 April 2007 

Table 3:  Soft Sand Sites Identified 

Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Site 
Reference 

Land at Tubworth Barn, Tubney B2 SS-01 

Land at Piling Hill (adjacent Tubworth Barn), 
Tubney 

B3 SS-02 

Southern extension to Hatford Quarry, Sandy 
Lane, Hatford 

B4 SS-03 

Land at Pine Woods Road, Longworth, near 
Kingston Bagpuize 

B5 SS-04 

Land south of A415 between Kingston Bagpuize 
and Frilford 

B6 SS-05 

Northern Extension, Duns Tew Quarry, Duns 
Tew 

B7 SS-06 

Home Farm (adjacent A417/B4508), 
Shellingford, Faringdon 

B8 SS-07 

Extension to west of Shellingford Quarry, 
Shellingford 

B9 SS-08 

Land at Buckland Warren near Gainfield B10 SS-09 

Land south of Cothill B11 SS-10 

Land at Great Park Farm near Besselsleigh B12 SS-11 

Extension to Bowling Green Farm, Chinham 
Farm, Faringdon 

B13 SS-12 

 

3.4 Questions 

 

To help us gain most benefit from this consultation and find out any relevant 
knowledge you may have about sites, please address the following questions 
in your response. 
 
Please use one response form per site.   
 

Question 3a 
What are the issues affecting the site ?  
e.g.  near an aerodrome, contains a SSSI, good access to transport routes, 
relatively low biodiversity, high restoration potential  

 
 

Question 3b 
What would be the impacts of mineral working at the site? 
i.e.  what would be the environmental, economic and/or social impacts 
(positive and negative) of developing the site? 

 
 

Question 3c 
How could any negative impacts be mitigated? 
Using the issues you have identified, how could the impact of these activities 
be reduced? 

 



Minerals Site Proposals and Polices Document:  Issues and Options 

 

Consultation Paper 19 April 2007 

 

Question 3d 
What are the potential opportunities for restoration?  
If working of the site was permitted, how would you like to see the site 
restored and for what after-use?  
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4 CRUSHED ROCK 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 Crushed rock in Oxfordshire is of two types: limestone; and ironstone.  
Most of the current limestone production comes from the Oxford – 
Bicester / Ardley area and the Witney – Burford area. Limestone is also 
produced from the soft sand quarries near Faringdon.  Ironstone is 
currently worked in the Alkerton – Hornton – Wroxton area to the north 
west of Banbury (see Figure 4). 

 
Figure 4:  Crushed Rock Resources in Oxfordshire 

 

4.1.2 Crushed rock production in Oxfordshire makes a contribution to 
meeting demands for aggregates both within and outside the county, 
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particularly to the east and south east.  RPG9 and the draft South East 
Plan note that resources of rock suitable for aggregate use are very 
limited in the region and identifies Oxfordshire and Kent as the only 
counties which should make a specific contribution to future 
requirements for crushed rock in the region.  There is a figure (sub-
regional apportionment) in RPG9 for the amount of crushed rock 
provision to be made in Oxfordshire – 1.0 million tonnes a year. 

4.1.3 Neither the Minerals and Waste Local Plan nor the Oxfordshire 
Structure Plan 2016 identifies areas for limestone or ironstone working.  
The location of areas for limestone and ironstone working has not been 
a major issue for the development plan in the past because levels of 
permitted reserves have historically been high and production levels 
generally low.  In recent years production (particularly of limestone) for 
use as aggregate has increased and permitted reserves have declined.  

4.1.4 The Core Strategy Preferred Options 1b and 2a propose that the 
Minerals Sites Document should cover the period to 2026 and should 
identify specific sites for mineral working for the period at least to 2019.  
This does not preclude site provision for beyond 2019 being made if 
suitable sites can be identified.  Therefore Table 4 below identifies a 
range of crushed rock provision required. 

4.2 Requirement for Crushed Rock 

4.2.1 Table 4 identifies the amount of crushed rock that should be provided 
for to 2019 and 2026.  The Minerals Sites Document will need to make 
provision between 0 and 6.8 million tonnes of crushed rock.  

 
Table 4:  Crushed Rock Need Calculations (million tonnes) 

 Crushed Rock / Category Crushed Rock 

A Apportionment 1.00 mtpa 

B Provision required 2006-2019 [A 
x14] 

14.0 mt  

C Provision required 2006-2026 [A 
x21] 

21.0 mt 

D Permitted reserves remaining at 
end 2005 

13.70 mt 

E Resolutions to grant permission 
subject to legal agreement 

0.54 mt 

 Remaining provision required 
to 2019 [B – D – E] 

-0.24 (0 Mt) 

 Remaining provision required 
to 2026 [C – D – E] 

6.76 mt 

4.3 Options 

4.3.1 Table 4 indicates that no additional sites for crushed rock are needed  
to meet the requirement to 2019, but that additional provision will be 
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required after 2019.  To ensure long term security for production, it may 
be preferable to identify appropriate sites.  Some sites have been 
nominated by mineral industry operators and others. 

4.3.2 The County Council has drawn up the initial long list of possible site 
options set out in Table 5 for consideration.   

 
Table 5:  Crushed Rock Sites Identified 

Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Reference 

Merton Grounds Farm, Wendlebury C2 CR-01 

Sturt Farm Extension, Whitehill Quarry, Burford 
(Shilton/Swinbrook) 

C3 CR-02 

Southern extension to Rollright Quarry, Little 
Rollright, Chipping Norton 

C4 CR-03 

Western extension to Worsham Quarry, Asthall C5 CR-04 

Shipton-on-Cherwell Quarry C6 CR-05 

Western extension to Hatford Quarry, Sandy 
Lane, Hatford 

C7 CR-06 

Land adjacent to Whitehill Quarry, Burford C8 CR-07 
 

4.4 Questions 

 

To help us gain most benefit from this consultation and find out any relevant 
knowledge you may have about sites, please address the following questions 
in your response. 
 
Please use one response form per site.   
 

Question 4a 
What are the issues affecting the site?  
e.g.  near aerodrome, contains a SSSI, good access to transport routes, 
relatively low biodiversity, high restoration potential  

 
 

Question 4b 
What would be the impacts of mineral working at the site? 
i.e.  what would be the environmental, economic and/or social impacts 
(positive and negative) of developing the site? 
 

 

Question 4c 
How could any negative impacts be mitigated? 
Using the issues you have identified, how could the impact of these activities 
be reduced? 
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Question 4d 
What are the potential opportunities for restoration?  
If working of the site was permitted, how would you like to see the site 
restored and for what after-use?  
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5 NON AGGREGATE MINERALS 

5.1 Fuller’s Earth 

5.1.1 Fuller’s earth is a term covering a range of clays which are able to 
absorb grease oil and water.  Its main uses include civil engineering 
works (e.g. sealing lakes and reservoirs), as a lubricant and cooling 
agent in oil drilling and as fibre and filler retention aid in paper making.  
Fuller’s earth deposits of commercial interest only occur in South East 
England.  Working has taken place in the past mainly in Bedfordshire, 
Surrey and Kent, as well as in Oxfordshire, but there is no working of 
this mineral now.  

5.1.2 Fuller’s earth occurs in Oxfordshire in the Baulking and Fernham area 
to the south of Faringdon.  Extraction at Baulking ceased in 2005.  A 
site at Moor Mill Farm (near Baulking) was granted planning permission 
for working in 2000.  However, with the decline in the market for UK, 
Fuller’s earth, extraction did not start and the permission has now 
expired.  However, as this is a strategically important resource, Core 
Strategy Preferred Option 10 proposes that the Fuller’s earth resources 
in Oxfordshire should be safeguarded against development for possible 
future use.  But there is no proposal to identify sites or areas for 
working of Fuller’s earth in the Minerals Sites Document. 

 

 

Question 5a 
Which area of fuller’s earth deposits should be safeguarded against 
possible sterilisation by development? 
e.g. just the previously permitted Moor Mill Farm site; a wider area at 
Baulking; the whole of the Baulking – Fernham resource area? 

 

5.2 Clay and Chalk 

5.2.1 Apart from some extraction of clay at sand and gravel quarries and 
landfill sites, there has been no significant working of clay or chalk in 
Oxfordshire for many years.  There does not seem to be any need to 
make specific provision for the supply of these minerals.  Both clay and 
chalk have widespread occurrence in Oxfordshire and the safeguarding 
of resources of these minerals is unlikely to be necessary.  Therefore 
the County Council does not propose to identify sites or areas for 
working of clay or chalk in the Minerals Sites document; nor does it 
propose to safeguard resources of these minerals.  

5.3 Oil/Gas/Coal 

5.3.1 There are no economically workable deposits of coal, gas or oil in 
Oxfordshire.  Therefore the County Council does not intend to make 
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any provision for these minerals or safeguard resources of them in the 
Minerals Site document.  

 

Question 5b 
Is this the correct approach to Clay & Chalk and Oil/Gas/Coal? 
If not please state what other approach should be taken and explain why. 



Minerals Site Proposals and Polices Document:  Issues and Options 

 

Consultation Paper 26 April 2007 

6 SECONDARY AND RECYCLED AGGREGATES 

6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1 Recycled aggregate is principally derived from construction and 
demolition waste, including road planings.  The main source of 
secondary aggregates in Oxfordshire is ash from the Didcot ‘A’ Power 
Station.  There is no reliable and comprehensive data on production of 
recycled and secondary aggregates available for Oxfordshire.  A 
survey in 2004 recorded production of 261,000 tonnes, but there was 
only a partial response from site operators and this figure is believed to 
be significantly less than the total production. 

6.1.2 The County Council’s Minerals and Waste Annual Monitoring Report 
2006 records that a recent review of planning permissions for 
construction and demolition waste recycling facilities indicates a total 
production capacity in Oxfordshire of 385,000 tonnes a year.  However, 
it is believed that this figure does not include all recycling operations, 
although much of this capacity is in facilities that have planning 
permission for a temporary period only.  

6.1.3 The draft South East Plan seeks an increase in use of recycled and 
secondary aggregates in the South East from 6.6 to at least 7.7 million 
tonnes a year by 2016.  To enable this target to be met, and where 
possible exceeded, the draft South East Plan proposes a sub-regional 
apportionment of the provision to be made by 2016.  The proposed 
figure for Oxfordshire is 0.9 million tonnes a year.  The draft South East 
Plan says mineral planning authorities should identify sites to contribute 
to this provision in their minerals development frameworks.  In addition 
to permanent sites, the draft South East Plan says that temporary 
facilities, including mobile recycling facilities, can make a useful 
contribution to overall provision.  Temporary recycling facilities are 
often located at mineral workings and landfill sites. 

6.1.4 Core Strategy Preferred Option 5a(i) proposes identification in the 
Minerals Sites Document of permanent sites for aggregates recycling 
where possible, supported by temporary facilities at minerals and waste 
sites.  The Core Strategy Preferred Options Paper also indicates a 
need for locational criteria against which applications for other sites, for 
both permanent and temporary facilities, can be considered.  

6.1.5 As mentioned in paragraph 1.1.3 above, the County Council has also 
produced an Issues and Options consultation paper for the Waste Sites 
Document, which includes an initial long list of possible sites for waste 
management facilities.  Some sites are included in both that paper and 
this minerals consultation paper.  Where this is the case it is indicated 
in the information box at the bottom of each site map.  If any other sites 
should emerge from the waste sites consultation and assessment as 
being possibly suitable for secondary and recycled aggregates 
facilities, they will be considered alongside the sites in this paper.  
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6.2 Requirement for Secondary and Recycled Aggregate 
Producing Sites 

6.2.1 The draft South East Plan proposes that Oxfordshire should make 
provision for 900,000 tonnes a year of secondary and recycled 
aggregates supply.  The current capacity for construction and 
demolition waste recycling is assessed to be 385,000 tonnes a year.  
This indicates a significant need for additional site provision, although it 
does not take into account secondary aggregates supply and it is 
believed not to include all recycling facilities in the county.  The County 
Council is carrying out further work to establish a clearer picture of the 
need for additional secondary and recycled aggregates facilities.   

6.3 Options 

6.3.1 The County Council has drawn up the following initial long list of 
possible site options for consideration. 

 
Table 6:  Secondary and Recycled Aggregate Producing Sites 

Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Reference 

Long Meadow, Challow Marsh Farm, West 
Challow 

D2 SR-01 

Wroxton Fields Quarry, Wroxton, Banbury D3 SR-02 

Within existing Shellingford Quarry landfill site D4 SR-03 

Whitehill Quarry, Burford D5 SR-04 

Former Quarry off Downs Road (adjacent to 
Standlake Arena), Standlake 

D6 SR-05 

Grove Business Park, Wantage D7 SR-06 

Prospect Farm, Chilton D8 SR-07 

Wicklesham Quarry, Faringdon D9 SR-08 

Tubney Wood Quarry, Besselsleigh D10 SR-09 

Ewelme Quarry, Wallingford D11 SR-10 

Sutton Courtenay Landfill  D12 SR-11 

Playhatch Quarry, nr Reading D13 SR-12 

New Wintles Farm, Eynsham  D14 SR-13 

Slape Hill Quarry, Glympton D15 SR-14 

Old Brickworks Farm, Bletchingdon  D16 SR-15 

Lakeside Industrial Park (M. Wyatt), Standlake D17 SR-16 

Worsham Quarry, Asthall, near Minster Lovell D18 SR-17 

Gill Mill Quarry, Duckilington, Witney  D19 SR-18 

Sandfields Farm, Over Norton D20 SR-19 

Worton Farm, Cassington D21 SR-20 

Milton Road, Bloxham D22 SR-21 

Ferris Hill Farm, Hook Norton D23 SR-22 

Childrey Quarry  D24 SR-23 

Dix Pit, Stanton Harcourt D25 SR-24 

Didcot ‘A’ Power Station D26 SR-25 

Overthorpe Recycling Centre, Banbury D27 SR-26 
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Lakeside Industrial Park (Mick’s Skips), 
Standlake 

D28 SR-27 

6.3.2 Existing sites with permanent planning permission will be assessed for 
their suitability for increased production capacity.  Sites with temporary 
planning permissions will be assessed for their suitability to become 
permanent facilities.  Sites that are not currently permitted for either 
permanent or temporary secondary or recycled aggregates facilities will 
be assessed for their suitability for both. 

6.3.3 The County Council is also aware that proposals for potential 
secondary or recycled aggregates facilities sites may come forward on 
sites that are not identified in the Minerals Sites Document.  A criteria 
based policy is therefore proposed to be included, against which such 
planning applications can be considered.  

6.4 Questions 

 

To help us gain most benefit from this consultation and find out any relevant 
knowledge you may have about sites, please address the following questions 
in your response. 
 

Please use one response form per site.   
 

Question 6a 
What are the issues affecting the site?  
e.g.  traffic generation, landscape character, green belt, environmental 
designations, noise, dust, access, human impact, environmental impact. 

 
 

Question 6b 
What would be the impacts of secondary or recycled aggregate supply 
operations at the site? 
i.e.  what are the environmental, economic and/or social impacts (positive and 
negative) of developing the site? 

 
 

Question 6c 
How could any negative impacts be mitigated? 
Using the issues you have identified, how could the impact of these activities 
be reduced? 

 
 

Question 6d 
What are the key factors that should be included in a criteria based 
policy for secondary and recycled aggregate facilities?  

 



Minerals Site Proposals and Polices Document:  Issues and Options 

 

Consultation Paper 29 April 2007 

7 RAIL DEPOTS 

7.1 Introduction 

7.1.1 Many construction projects require rock that is harder than the 
limestone and ironstone that occurs in Oxfordshire.  This hard rock 
must be sourced elsewhere.  Significant quantities of crushed rock 
aggregate are brought into Oxfordshire by rail, currently to two depots 
at Banbury and Sutton Courtenay.  

7.1.2 The draft South East Plan says mineral planning authorities should 
assess the need for rail facilities for the handling and distribution of 
imported minerals and processed materials and identify strategic sites 
for safeguarding in minerals development frameworks.  

7.1.3 There will be on ongoing need for importation of aggregate materials 
that cannot be sourced locally, particularly hard rock for roadstone, and 
it is likely there will be a long-term need for increased supply from 
outside the county (and region) as local supply of minerals resources 
within the South East declines further.  Rail and water transport should 
take priority over road, particularly for longer distance movements.  
Core Strategy Preferred Option 6b proposes a policy for new rail 
aggregate depots and that, where possible, sites for rail depots be 
identified. 

7.2 Options 

7.2.1 There is a need to identify sites for rail aggregate depots where this is 
possible and also to safeguard rail aggregate depot sites.  The County 
Council has drawn up the following initial long list of possible site 
options for consideration. 

 
Table 7:  Rail Depots Sites identified 

Site Name/Location 
 

Map Page 
(annex/page) 

Reference 

Old Abingdon Railway Spur, Radley Rail Head, E2 RD-01 

Shipton-on-Cherwell Quarry E3 RD-02 

Appleford Sidings, Sutton Courtenay E4 RD-03 

Hennef Way, Banbury  E5 RD-04 

Oxford Road, Kidlington E6 RD-05 

 

7.3 Question 

 

Question 7 
Are these sites appropriate for identification and / or safeguarding for 
the import of aggregates by rail? 
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8 SAFEGUARDING  

8.1 Introduction 

8.1.1 Mineral resources can only be worked where they occur naturally.  
Environmental and other constraints can make it difficult to secure an 
adequate number of sites for the extraction and processing of minerals 
to meet economic needs.  It is a Government objective that mineral 
resources should be safeguarded against sterilisation as far as 
possible; Government policy in MPS1 is that mineral safeguarding 
areas should be defined to avoid needless sterilisation of proven 
resources.  RPG9 (policy M5) says existing mineral sites, proposed 
sites and areas of search should be identified and safeguarded in 
development frameworks.  Structure Plan policy M3 seeks to safeguard 
mineral resources of potential economic importance for possible future 
use.  Core Strategy Preferred Option 10 proposes that mineral 
resources of potential economic importance for possible future use, in 
particular sand and gravel, limestone, ironstone and Fuller’s earth, 
should be safeguarded; and says resources to be safeguarded will be 
identified in the Minerals Sites Document.   

8.2 Options 

8.2.1 The County Council has not previously identified areas of mineral 
resources to be safeguarded from sterilisation by other development.  
The resources of sand and gravel and crushed rock in Oxfordshire are 
shown in Figures 3 and 4.  However, mineral consultation areas have 
been drawn up, within which the County Council is consulted by the 
district councils on planning applications for development that might 
sterilise mineral resources.  Figure 5 shows the current mineral 
consultation areas in Oxfordshire.   

8.3 Questions 

 
To help us gain most benefit from this consultation and find out any relevant 
knowledge you may have, please address the following questions in your 
response. 
 

Question 8a 
With reference to the maps at Figures 3 and 4, which areas of mineral 
resources should be identified as mineral safeguarding areas, and why? 

 
 

Question 8b 
Are the current mineral consultation areas in Figure 5 still appropriate? 
If not, why not and how should they be modified?  E.g. should mineral 
consultation areas be the same as mineral safeguarding areas? 
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Figure 5:  Oxfordshire’s Mineral Consultation Areas. 

 
 

 


