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Annex G – Strategic Assessment of Crushed Rock Areas 
 
Please refer to the maps on page G5 for locations of resource areas and page G6 for the resource areas proposed to be 
taken forward for detailed assessment.  Please note these areas are indicative only and do not have defined boundaries 
 
Area Location and 
Description 

Strengths 
 

Issues Conclusions 

Area CR1:  Cotswolds Area 
• Large area north west of 

Oxfordshire, contains large 
areas of the Cotswolds 
AONB and covers the area 
between the county 
boundary and Carterton / 
Woodstock / Steeple Aston 
/ Hook Norton. 

• Broad areas of Jurassic 
Limestone in north, with 
smaller areas in south.  

• Landscape of farmland 
plateau with wooded 
farmland and estate land in 
the south.  

• Wooded pasture valleys 
and slopes extend into the 
body of the landscape.  

 

• Few large settlements within 
the area. 

• Limestone is abundant and 
there are current workings. 

• Parts well located to markets 
in northern half of county and 
to main road network. 

• Rail line through area. 
• Includes a number of 

conservation target areas: 
Swere Valley & Upper Stour; 
Glyme & Dorn; North 
Evenlode Valleys; Blenheim 
& Ditchley Parks; Wychwood 
& Lower Evenlode; Upper 
Windrush Valley; South 
Cotswolds Valleys.   

 

• Large part within Cotswolds 
AONB.  

• Blenheim Palace World Heritage 
Site located within the area. 

• A National Nature Reserve is 
located in the area. 

• Several SSSIs affect limestone 
deposits, particularly around 
Charlbury and Woodstock. 

• Part of resource is affected by 
aerodrome safeguarding. 

• Remote from southern parts of 
the county. 

 

Area is heavily constrained by the 
Cotswold AONB.  Blenheim 
Palace World Heritage site affects 
a substantial proportion of the 
deposit.  Limestone deposits are 
extensive, particularly in the north / 
north east.  There are already a 
number of active quarries.  The 
deposits are of sufficient size and 
quality to provide strategic large 
scale working.  Much of the 
resource is well located for market 
areas in the north, west and 
central parts of the county and 
parts of the area have good 
access to the main road network. 
 

Recommendation:  Area to be taken forward to the site identification stage due to the extensive limestone resources it contains.  Any 
future assessment of possible sites will need to ensure appropriate weight is given to the issues highlighted above, in line with national, 
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regional and local policy. 
Area CR2:  North / North East Oxfordshire Area 
• Large area in north / north 

east of county, containing 
mainly ironstone in north 
and west and limestone in 
south and east. 

• Main limestone deposit is 
large and unbroken, whilst 
ironstone occurs in smaller 
areas. 

• Farmland plateau 
dominates the south whilst 
village farmlands and 
village plateau are cut by 
river meadowlands around 
Banbury. 

• Wooded pasture valleys 
and slopes spread over the 
north-western region. 

 

• Area includes a number of 
settlements, particularly in the 
north, around Banbury. 

• Not heavily constrained by 
environmental designations. 

• Resources are well located to 
markets in north of the county 
and outside Oxfordshire. 

• Eastern parts of the area have 
good access to the main road 
and railway network.  

• Contains the only ironstone 
deposits in the county. 

• Existing ironstone and 
limestone workings in area. 

• Includes 4 conservation target 
areas: Swere Valley & Upper 
Stour; Upper Cherwell Valley; 
Tusmore & Shelswell Parks 
with Stoke Lyne Woodlands; 
Kirtlington & Bletchingdon 
Parks and Woods.  

• A small number of Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments and 
Historic Parks/Gardens affect 
resource areas. 

• Ironstone resource is affected 
by Banbury and a number of 
smaller settlements. 

• Ironstone resource in particular 
is remote from growth areas in 
central and southern 
Oxfordshire and generally has 
poor access to main road 
network. 

• Existing large permitted area 
for ironstone working. 

• Limestone is generally better 
quality material than ironstone. 

 

Area is not heavily constrained by 
environmental factors.  It has good 
proximity to growth areas in the 
north of the county and significant 
parts of it have good access to the 
main road network, and potentially 
to the rail network.  The deposits 
are of sufficient size and quality to 
provide strategic large scale 
working.  Existing large ironstone 
permitted area and better quality 
of limestone means any 
requirement for new sites is likely 
to be more for limestone than 
ironstone. 
 

Recommendation:  Area to be taken forward to the site identification stage due to the extensive limestone resources it contains.  Any 
future assessment of possible sites will need to ensure appropriate weight is given to the issues highlighted above, in line with national, 
regional and local policy. 
Area CR3:  Oxford – Faringdon – Shrivenham Area 
• Long, thin area in the Vale • Although the resource is • Areas in the west are remote The resource in this area is much 
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of White Horse, south of the 
Thames, between central 
Oxfordshire and the county 
boundary in the west.  

• Contains a fragmented 
limestone deposit 
(associated with soft sand 
deposits) stretching from 
Cumnor to Abingdon, then 
west to Faringdon and 
Shrivenham.  

• The resource is associated 
with wooded estatelands 
broken up by areas of 
rolling farmland.   

 

much less extensive than in 
north and west of county, 
there are some sizeable 
areas of deposits and there 
are current workings. 

• Parts of the resource are well 
located to the main growth 
areas in south and central 
Oxfordshire and much of the 
area has good access to the 
main road network. 

• Includes a number of 
conservation target areas: 
Oxford Meadows & Farmoor; 
Wytham Hill; Oxford Heights 
West; West Oxon Heights; 
Thames Radley to Abingdon; 
Thames and Cherwell at 
Oxford; Upper Thames; 
Lower Windrush Valley.  

from Oxfordshire market areas.  
• A number of settlements affect 

the resource. 
• Historic parks and gardens affect 

the central part of the area . 
• Contains a small number of 

SSSIs, a Special Area of 
Conservation, Scheduled Ancient 
Monument, National Trust land 
and MOD land. 

• Quality and quantity of limestone 
deposits is uncertain; limestone 
tens to occur with sand and 
geology is variable; and deposits  
are generally of limited depth. 

• Current working of limestone is 
small scale and ancillary to or in 
conjunction with sand extraction. 

 

less extensive than in northern 
and western parts of the county 
and is constrained by a number of 
factors.  There are a number of 
settlements that constrain the 
resource in the area.  Parts of the 
resource are well located to the 
main growth areas in south and 
central Oxfordshire, with good 
access to the main road network.  
There is uncertainty over the 
quantity and quality of limestone 
deposits and current working of 
limestone is small scale and 
ancillary to or in conjunction with 
sand working.  It is unlikely the 
area would be able to provide 
large scale strategic working. 
 

Recommendation:  Area not to be taken forward to the site identification stage unless specific sites are requested by industry, land 
owners or others with evidence that the resource is workable.  However, this resource area is recommended to be taken forward to the 
site identification stage for sand working (see Annex F) and it is possible that further sites for limestone working may be identified 
ancillary to or in conjunction with sites for sand working. 
Area CR4:  East of Oxford Area 
• Small area to the east of 

Oxford, including around 
Wheatley and Beckley. 

• Limestone deposits are 

• Not heavily constrained by 
environmental designations.  

• Well located to central 
Oxfordshire market area.  

• Resource affected by a number 
of settlements. 

• Northern part of area has poor 
local access. 

Limestone resource is not heavily 
constrained by environmental 
designations but is affected by 
settlements.  It is well located to 
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small and fragmented.  
• Rolling farmland and 

wooded estate land in the 
south. 

• Alluvial lowlands associated 
with river meadowlands in 
the north. 

• Close to main road network. 
• Some past working. 
• Includes 4 conservation 

target areas: Oxford Heights 
East; Shotover; Bernwood; 
Otmoor.  

 

• Contains small number of SSSIs. 
• The deposits are small in area. 
• Quantity and quality of limestone 

deposits uncertain. 
 

central Oxfordshire market area 
and close tomain road network, 
although northern parts have poor 
local access.  But limestone 
deposits are dispersed, 
fragmented and of limited size, 
and quantity and quality is 
uncertain.  It is very unlikely the 
area would be able to provide 
large scale strategic working. 
 

Recommendation:  Area not to be taken forward to the site identification stage unless specific sites are requested by industry, land 
owners or others with evidence that the resource is workable.      
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