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1 INTERIM REPORT ON SITE SELECTION FOR STRATEGIC WASTE 
MANAGEMENT FACILITIES - STAGE 1 REPORT:  SHORTLIST OF SITES 

1.1 SUMMARY 

Oxfordshire County Council is preparing a Minerals and Waste Development 
Framework, which will provide the planning policy framework required to 
deliver new waste management facilities within the County.  The two key 
documents being prepared by Oxfordshire County Council are the Minerals 
and Waste Core Strategy Development Plan Document (Core Strategy) and 
the Waste Sites Proposals & Policies Development Plan Document (Waste 
Sites Document).  As part of this work, the County Council has commissioned 
ERM to identify and assess site options for waste management facilities to 
inform the development of the Waste Sites Document. 
 

Figure 1.1 Minerals and Waste Development Framework Documents 

 
The County Council published two reports in February 2007. These were a 
Preferred Options Consultation Paper for the Core Strategy and an Issues and 
Options Consultation Paper for the Waste Sites Document. The latter paper set 
out an initial long-list of some 200 site options where there may be potential 
for the development of waste management facilities (Appendix C) and also 
included a methodology for site assessment (Appendix B). Representations 
received in response to these consultation papers are being summarised in 
separate reports.  
 
The timetable for the preparation of the Core Strategy and the Waste Sites 
Document is presently under review. The County Council is in discussion 
with the Government Office for the South East (GOSE) as a consequence of 
comments made in response to the Core Strategy Preferred Options 
Consultation Paper.   
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However, the County Council intends that work on site selection should 
continue not withstanding any change to the timetable; the work undertaken 
by ERM will inform preparation of both the Core Strategy and the Waste Sites 
Document and also the Authority’s procurement of municipal waste treatment 
facilities.   
 
The purpose of this interim stage 1 report is to give advice to the County 
Council on how to go forward with site selection under the current 
circumstances; specifically it identifies a short list of sites that may be suitable 
for strategic waste facilities and that will be the subject of detailed site 
assessment and a further report.  24 sites have been identified as being 
appropriate for further analysis in a detailed site assessment.   
  

1.2 GOING FORWARD WITH SITE SELECTION 

The facilities required to deal with Oxfordshire’s Municipal Solid Waste have 
been the subject of consideration in a report by the Oxfordshire Waste 
Partnership “No Time to Waste”. Oxfordshire’s wider waste needs are the 
subject of on-going work by Oxfordshire County Council and a needs 
assessment report is also being published; this work will inform the next 
stages of the site selection process and the further detailed site assessment 
report.   
 
A need to focus first on identifying sites for strategic facilities to deal with 
residual waste (particularly municipal waste) that needs to be diverted from 
landfill has been identified. This will inform further work and consultation 
that is expected to be undertaken by Oxfordshire County Council on the Core 
Strategy. It will also help to inform the process of procurement by the County 
Council of the facility(ies) that are urgently required for the treatment of waste 
in order to divert it from landfill.  Such strategic facilities take a significant 
period of time to procure, plan and commission.  As such, it is appropriate for 
site selection work to focus on identifying locations that are suitable for larger 
sized, strategic facilities. Subsequent work can consider suitable locations for 
smaller scale facilities that are expected to be required to meet more local 
needs.   
 
Strategic Facilities Defined 
This report concentrates on identifying strategic sites, principally for 
treatment of Municipal Solid Waste. Based on the need assessment work 
already undertaken, sites capable of handling a throughput of 300,000 tpa will 
be sought.  This would provide for the expected quantities of municipal waste 
that will need to be diverted from landfill, whilst also allowing for the 
possibility of some commercial waste being treated in addition.   
 
It is appropriate for strategic waste facilities to be located close to the main 
sources of waste arisings.  For the purposes of ERM’s assessment work, an 
area has been identified (the Didcot-Abingdon-Oxford-Bicester-Banbury area) 
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within which the majority of the County’s municipal waste arises and which 
has the advantage of being linked by the A34/M40.  
 
From the long list of sites identified in Appendix C of the Waste Sites Issues 
and Options Consultation Paper, those that fall within this area are presented 
in Annex A of this report.  These sites have undergone a desk-based 
assessment against a range of criteria taken from the method presented in 
Appendix B of the Waste Sites Issues and Options Consultation Paper, in order 
to identify a smaller number of sites for detailed assessment.  The criteria 
against which the long list of sites has been assessed are as follows: 
 

 
Information on how the criteria were developed and applied is contained in 
Annex B of this report.  The criteria and associated guidance was developed in 
conjunction with officers at Oxfordshire County Council. 
 
The performance of each of the sites presented in Annex A against the criteria 
stated above is provided at Annex C.  This has resulted in 24 sites being 
identified as being appropriate for further analysis in a detailed site 
assessment.  These sites are presented in Table 1.1 overleaf.   

1. The site should lie within the area encompassing the City of Oxford and the towns of 
Banbury, Bicester, Abingdon and Didcot, which are linked by the M40/A34 strategic 
road network. 

2. The site should have a clear potential to accommodate a development on an area of at 
least 1.0 hectare or more. 

3. The site should be able to take direct access to an ‘A’ (or trunk) road, or be within 
convenient distance of an ‘A’ (or trunk) road.  

4. Sites within a SAC, SAM, SSSI, area of Ancient Woodland or the curtilage of a 
statutory listed building should be avoided. 

5. The site should not adversely affect the amenity of a sensitive receptor (to include 
residential property, educational facilities, health facilities or commercial property 
situated in a recognisable B1a setting). 

6. A site situated within an AONB should not be included unless it is already in use for 
waste purposes. 

7. A site falling within the Oxford Green Belt should not be included unless it comprises 
previously developed land or is the subject of a lawful waste activity. 

8. The site should be realistically available for a municipal or commercial/industrial 
waste development and it should not lead to the loss of an existing or proposed site for 
handling Construction and Demolition waste or scrap metal. 

9. The site should not fall within Flood Zones 2 or 3. 

10. Land forming part of an existing industrial/business site should not be considered for 
inclusion unless derelict or undeveloped. 

11. Greenfield sites in rural areas should not be included for short listing. 
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Table 1.1 Sites to be included in Detailed Assessment 

Site number  Site name 
 

District 

2 Chilton Waste, Chilton VoWH 

3a Dix Pit (WRG), Stanton Harcourt WODC 

9 Worton Rectory Farm, Cassington CDC & WODC 

10 Sutton Courtenay Landfill (WRG) VoWH 

11 Finmere Quarry (Premier), Finmere CDC 

12 Gosford Grain Silos, Gosford CDC 

19 TWA Sewage Farm, Bicester CDC 

22 Ardley Quarry Landfill (Viridor) CDC 

23 Alkerton Quarry Landfill (Sita) CDC 

25 Quarry void adjacent to Alkerton Landfill  CDC 

30 Former Quarry, Shipton-on-Cherwell CDC 

33 North of Waterworks Lane, Banbury CDC 

53a UKAEA southern storage site, Harwell VoWH 

53b UKAEA Perimeter Road, Chilton VoWH 

85 West of M40, Banbury CDC 

89 Bicester Airfield CDC 

103 Lakeside Industrial Estate, Standlake WODC 

104a Southmead Business Park, Didcot SODC 

122 Hornton Grounds Quarry, Hornton CDC 

144b Land adjoining Didcot Power Station, Hill Farm, 
Didcot (Appleford) 

VoWH 

146 Oxford Sewage Treatment Works, Sandford SODC 

208 Exon Mobil site, Milton Hill VoWH 

211 Old Camping Ground, Didcot Power Station VoWH 

215 Culham Science Centre, Culham SODC 

   
Note: For further information regarding sites refer to the Waste Sites Issues and Options Paper. Some site 
names have changed but the site numbers remain the same, except where sub-divided to give greater 
clarity.  
CDC – Cherwell District Council 
SODC – South Oxfordshire District Council 
VoWH – Vale of White Horse District Council 
WODC – West Oxfordshire District Council 

 
Location maps for each of these sites are contained in Annex D.  The map 
overleaf shows the location of each of the sites from Table 1.1 within the area 
defined by criteria 1. 
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Some additional sites were nominated in response to the Issues and Options 
Consultation Paper but they do not meet criteria 1, (ie. falling within the 
Didcot-Abingdon-Oxford-Bicester-Banbury area). 
 
A number of additional  sites that do fall within this strategic area have been 
identified through work undertaken by County Council officers subsequent to 
the publication of the Issues and Options Consultation Paper, including sites 
at Culham (near Abingdon), Bicester and Banbury.  These may be included in 
the detailed site assessment exercise (stage 2) detailed in Section 1.3 below. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council point out that the Didcot-Abingdon-Oxford-
Bicester-Banbury area (criteria 1 above) was not identified in the Core Strategy 
Preferred Options Consultation Paper.  It has not yet been the subject of 
consultation with other statutory authorities and agencies or of wider public 
consultation; and it has not yet been subject to full sustainability appraisal.  
This technical report will inform the County Council’s work on preparation of 
the Core Strategy, which will in due course be subject to further public 
consultation and sustainability appraisal (incorporating strategic 
environmental assessment) and, if required, appropriate assessment under the 
Habitats Regulations.  
 

1.3 NEXT STEPS 

A detailed site assessment report, making conclusions on the appropriateness 
of each site for the development of strategic waste treatment facilities, will be 
prepared as the next stage of our work (interim report, stage 2).  Sites that 
have been discarded to date will be reviewed again in considering suitable 
locations for non-strategic waste management facilities.   
 
 
 
 
 




