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      Direct line: 01865 815764 
Please ask for:  Paul Fermer  e-mail:  paul.fermer@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 
 
Application no:  P12/V2266/FUL 

 
Location:   Land East of Drayton Road, Abingdon 

 
Proposal:  Erection of 160 residential dwellings, with associated open 

space, new access off Drayton Road, engineering (including 
ground modelling) works, infrastructure works (including drainage 
works, utilities provision and sire reclamation), car parking and 
lighting 

 
Dear Mr Rothery, 
 
Thank you for consulting Oxfordshire County Council on the above application. 
 
The County Council OBJECTS to this development on a matter of principle. This 
objection is based on the fact Abingdon currently experiences significant traffic 
congestion. We have existing, substantial problems regarding the capacity of the 
network in and around the town and especially with junctions in the vicinity of the 
application site.  
 
Various transport studies focused on Abingdon have been undertaken as part of the 
County Council’s ABits studies and more recently during preparation for the district’s 
Local Plan (formerly Core Strategy). All have been unsuccessful in identifying a 
suitable scheme which could alleviate existing and mitigate further impact on the 
transport network.  
 
As such we have been working with the district on their emerging Local Plan and 
smaller-sites policy documents to allocate sites where investment in county highway 
improvement schemes are proposed, such as in the Science Vale UK area. This 
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ensures that places are properly planned for and the correct infrastructure can be 
provided and is in place to support growth. 
 
In addition to the transport infrastructure problems, the size of the development would 
trigger the need to increase the primary education provision through expansion of 
South Abingdon or Drayton Primary school. 
 
Specific comments on the individual technical areas that the County council has 
responsibility for has been provided in the attached report. This report also contains 
details of infrastructure requirements (delivered directly or through funding provided) 
that would be sought by the county council should planning permission be granted. 
 
 
If you have any questions please contact me using the above details. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Paul Fermer 
Science Vale UK Infrastructure Manager 
 


