
Wychwood Walk No. 3: Chadlington - Spelsbury 
Approximately 6 miles / 10 km 

Parking:  On street locally 
(Please park with consideration to residents) 
 

Part of a series of circular walks that link in with The Wychwood Way 

TL - Turn left 
TR - Turn right 

BL - Bear left 
BR - Bear right 

The Wychwood Project works to help local communities 
 to conserve and restore the landscapes and habitats  

in the ancient royal hunting Forest of Wychwood.  

In partnership with The Cotswold AONB Volunteer Wardens, 
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2  Cross the stile and TR along the edge 
of the field to a gate. After crossing a 
stream, between two copses, BR across 
to a gate at the opposite corner of the 
field.  

4 BL and continue straight ahead across 
Dean Common until a bridle gate next to a 
field gate. Cross over a farm track and 
through the gate opposite. Follow the 
bridleway between two fences to a gap in 
hedge.  

8 By the remains of a stone cross TL and 
take the road marked ‘Enstone 2’. After 
approx. 120m TL onto the footpath 
marked ‘Lidstone 2mls’. Follow a wall 
along the edge of the field. Continue along 
the grass track across the next field.  

6 Cross (with care) straight over the road 
and turn right to the crossroads then take 
the ‘Taston and Enstone’ roadway.  

10 Carefully cross the road then TL, 
behind the hedge, and follow the edge of 
the field. BR by a conifer plantation and 
continue to follow the edge of the field into 
a small valley.  

12 TL onto a bridleway marked 
‘Chadlington 1/2ml’. Follow the bridleway 
along the edge of the next two fields, 
descending to a small stream. Pass 
through two gates and go straight up the 
edge of the field to another gate. Continue 
along a track between hedges to the road. 
TR and follow the road through 
Chadlington to the Post Office.  

11 TL into the strip of woodland and follow 
the bridleway down the valley near the 
stream for about 750m. Continue until a 
junction of ways, TR at the next bridleway, 
following the path by the stream. Cross a 
bridge. Go through the gate and follow the 
path along the right hand edge of the field 
and gardens to a small roadway. TL then 
immediately TR and follow the tarmac 
lane for approx 50m.  

Start Point 

1 From the Post office take the road to 
Dean and Spelsbury. After passing the 
Memorial Hall and cricket ground TR onto 
the track near a house called ‘The Grove’. 
Follow the track for approx. 100m before 
BL along the edge of a field to a field gate.  

3 TR and follow a farm track alongside a 
hedge to the bottom of the field. Here TL 
and follow the Oxfordshire Way, alongside 
the hedge, before descending to a 
gateway. 
 

5  Continue ahead through two gates and 
follow the hedge on the left to the top of 
the field. Here TR through a gate, TL at 
the next gate leading onto a farm track. 
Follow this track into Spelsbury.  

7 TR down a narrow lane. After passing 
Corn Close Cottage TL onto a bridleway 
marked ‘Taston’. Follow the path along the 
left hand hedge and continue through two 
fields to a field gate. Go through this and 
continue through a small wood. On 
leaving the wood continue ahead though a 
woodland strip before descending some 
steps to cross a footbridge. Follow the 
path through an area of scrub and 
woodland. On emerging into a field go 
towards a cottage. Go through the kissing 
gate and past the cottage. TL onto a track, 
TR into Taston.  

9  TL onto a footpath, where the track 
swings right towards a low barn. BL 
across the field to a gap in a hedge. 
Continue across the next field to the 
Saltway. TL and follow this lane for about 
150m. Just after a way mark post, TL off 
the Saltway and cross the field to the 
Charlbury - Chipping Norton road.  



Points of Interest  
 

6 Spelsbury is a quiet village, especially the cul-de-sac 
which leads down to All Saints Church. With Norman 
origins, this was rebuilt 1740 -1774 and contains 
interesting monuments to the Lees, and their 
descendants, of Ditchley.  The Wychwood Way runs 
through the north-east of the parish.   
 
8 Taston derives its name from Thorstan meaning 
‘Thorstone’ a small standing stone claimed to be a 
thunderbolt of the god Thunor, which can be found in the 
centre of the village. Close by is the base and broken 
shaft of a medieval preaching cross, now a Grade II 
listed building.  
 
9-1The Saltway (to the North of Spelsbury) is an ancient 
broad trackway along which salt was taken from 
Droitwich to Princes Risborough, and later used as a 
Drovers Road.  The stretch from the B4437 to Dustfield 
Farm is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
 
12 Dean Common, the Wychwood Project's first 
community wood contains a variety of habitats and lies 
to west of the parish on restored sand pits. 
 

 
 

Wychwood Walk No. 3: Charlbury—Spelsbury 
Approximately 6 miles / 10 km  

Parking: On street locally 
(Please park with consideration to residents) 
 

Part of a series of circular walks that link in with The Wychwood Way 

The Wychwood Project works to help local communities 
 to conserve and restore the landscapes and habitats  

in the ancient royal hunting Forest of Wychwood.  
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The Saltway, a Site of Special Scientific Interest 

Yew tree at Spelsbury 

View East across fields to Spelsbury 
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