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Nature Conservation and Land Management 
  
Rushy Common 
Work took place during February to re-profile one of the islands 
and remove vegetation where it had become overgrown. This 
work formed part of the programme of improvement and 
maintenance works that take place at Rushy Common and Tar 
Lakes each year. 

North Devon cattle were brought on to the site between 
May and July to support management of the grassland. 
Stocking densities and timings will continue to be 
reviewed each year in line with the site management plan.  

Standlake Common 
This year we completed 200 metres of hedgelaying, 
funded in part by HLS, as well as ongoing tree 
management works, infrastructure repair and 
replacement and bird, grassland and bat surveys.  

In April a replacement Kestrel box was installed at Standlake 
Common by Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks. 
The Kestrel box is one of three nest boxes at the site mounted 
on poles previously used for overhead electricity lines. 

As Standlake Common and Rushy Common Nature Reserves 
evolve, the way that we manage the sites needs to be reviewed. 
This year, management options for both sites have been carefully 
considered and expert advice sought, resulting in updates to both 
management plans.  



 
  

 
  

Community Engagement  
 
Volunteering 
We continue to run volunteer sessions twice a month carrying out 
practical tasks like coppicing or footpath clearance.  
This year we have expanded our volunteering opportunities by 
recruiting 5 new wardens, who help with monitoring and maintenance 
of the bird hides and footpaths. 
Having been supported by volunteers for a number of years the project 
will be building on this by creating a Friends of the Lower Windrush 
Valley group, with the first meeting in early 2018. 

360  
hours 

volunteered 

Yellow Fish Scheme 
In collaboration with the Environment Agency we have begun 
work on rolling out the Yellow Fish Scheme in Witney. The 
project involves putting Yellow Fish stickers near surface 
water drains that go directly to a watercourse and speaking 
to businesses and residents to raise awareness about water 
pollution. 

Water Quality Monitoring 
After the success of our community water quality 
survey in 2016 we repeated the survey in May 2017.  
17 volunteers plus 22 members of a local Brownie 
group took part, testing Phosphate and Nitrate levels 
at 82 sites, including the River Windrush, lakes, 
ponds, ditches and streams.  
For more information, please view the case study and 
summary of results available on our website. 

Events 
• Educational visit for Standlake Brownies to Rushy Common 
• Family Day at Tar Lakes as part of Oxfordshire Festival of 

Nature 
• Annual Forum Meeting 
• Information stands at TVERC  Spring Recorders Conference 

and Wychwood Forest Fair 
• Presentations at local Parish meetings 
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https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/environmentandplanning/countryside/naturalenvironment/CWWcasestudy2017.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/environmentandplanning/countryside/naturalenvironment/CWWcasestudy2017.pdf


 
  

 
  

Partnerships 
The Steering Group and Project Manager continue to explore ways to work more closely 
with local businesses, parish councils and other organisations. This has included developing 
a corporate supporter programme and offering sponsorship opportunities.  
 
Communications 
A website review was carried out in early 2017, with several changes made as a result 
including promoting volunteering opportunities, streamlining the bird hide key application 
process and the addition of downloadable resources including reports and leaflets. 
We have an active Facebook page with  137 ‘likes’ and individual posts reaching as many as 
1000 individuals.  
We continue to use the mailing list (318 email addresses) to promote projects, events and 
volunteering opportunities. 

Access to the Countryside 
 
With the support of Standlake Parish Council, a new 
bin has been installed in the popular picnic area on the 
Windrush Path near Standlake.  
Other work has included new signs and waymarkers 
for the bridleways around Gill Mill and finalising and 
printing an information leaflet for Rushy Common and 
Tar Lakes.  

Discover the Lower Windrush Valley 
Leaflet 
A new fold out walks and leisure leaflet was 
completed in June and is now available as a 
PDF on our website. Hard copies of the 
leaflet can be found at local businesses and 
information centres. 
Design and print costs were covered by a 
grant from Witney Town Council and 
contributions from local businesses. 

Dix Pit 
The project, in coordination with OCC, fed in to the proposed revised restoration scheme for 
Dix Pit landfill to secure provision of benches and bird screens.  

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/environmentandplanning/countryside/walksandrides/longwalks/DiscoverLWVLeaflet.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/environmentandplanning/countryside/walksandrides/longwalks/DiscoverLWVLeaflet.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/default/files/folders/documents/environmentandplanning/countryside/walksandrides/longwalks/DiscoverLWVLeaflet.pdf

