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Some preliminary results 
 
Over 16,000 polygons or distinct landscape units have been identified across Oxfordshire! 
These have been assigned to one of 15 Broad Landscape Types . 
 
The pie chart shows the percentage of the county covered by each Broad Type. 
Unsurprisingly, Enclosures are the most common and cover almost 74% of Oxfordshire. The 
second most common type is Woodland, coming in at 6.7%. Despite dominating their 
surrounding areas, Urban Settlements only cover 2.5% of the county, compared to Rural 
Settlements which cover 6.1%. 

 
If we look at the distribution of these types, clear patterns can be seen. For example, the 
swathe of Woodland along the Chiltern Hills and the large Ornamental landscapes west and 
north-west of Blenheim Palace. The plethora of military sites, scattered across the county, 
also become apparent. As do the gravel extraction sites along the rivers Windrush and 
Thames. The size of Oxford compared to the other urban areas in the county is also clear, as 
is the largely rural nature of the county as a whole. 
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Each Broad Type shown here was broken down into different HLC Types, amounting to 109 
in total across the county. Enclosures, for example, were divided into 13 different HLC 
Types. The Table below shows how the current landscape is divided between the various 
Enclosure Types. Reorganised Enclosures, where field boundaries have been removed 
and/or added, cover the largest area and indicate large-scale change and adaptation within 
the agricultural environment in the post-medieval and modern periods. In contrast, Ancient 
Enclosures, those predating the 18th century, still survive in Oxfordshire, but only in small 
numbers. If we look at what Oxfordshire looked like in 1881 and calculate the area of the 
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county covered by Ancient Enclosures then, we can see how, over the last 130 years or so, 
over 63% of Ancient Enclosures have been removed. In that same time period, Reorganised 
Enclosures have increased by almost 45%. 
 
Contacts 
For further information about the HLC Project, please contact the HLC Officer, Abi 
Tompkins: abi.tompkins@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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