
Edna, 88, Banbury  
Home Library Service user 
 
Edna has a long history with the Oxfordshire’s library service, having worked both for 
both Banbury and Deddington library and on the mobile library van. It seems only 
fitting, then, that at the age of 88, she is still able to pursue her lifelong passion for 
reading with the help of the Home Library Service. 

She explains in her own words what the Home Library Service means to her. 

Have you always loved reading?  

I’ve been an avid reader my whole life. I joined the 
library when I was about six or seven when I lived in 
Brighton. Saturday mornings were great! We loved 
going down to the library and the museum. 

When I was an adult, I worked at both Banbury and 
Deddington library and on the library van for many 
years. I found both roles very rewarding. You felt you 
were really doing something useful because some 
people hadn’t seen anyone to talk to for a long time 
and it was really nice to get to know them. When I 
was out shopping or on the street, people recognised 
me because you get to know people in your local 
community. 

What does the Home Library Service mean to you? 

The Home Library Service means a lot to me, it’s a real lifeline. Having reached this 
age of 88, I hadn’t realised how alone you are. Your friends die or aren’t able to visit 
and you spend a lot of time on your own, more than I’d anticipated. It’s just how it 
goes and you’ve got to accept it, it happens to so many. It makes me appreciate the 
Home Library Service more than ever. He’s a contact when he comes, always 
cheerful and we exchange a few words.  

It’s also a way to connect with people in my community and share my love of books. 
I’ve struck up a friendship with a neighbour over our love of books. I offered The 
Kashimiri Shawl to her and we started up quite a nice friendship about books.  

What are the Home Library Service staff and volunteers like? 

He’s very nice and friendly when he comes. I get the bag ready for him to swap and 
he makes sure that he brings books that I’m interested in or have requested. The 
main thing is having contact with someone, especially someone so pleasant. It’s very 
important to make a good impression – I’ve seen that from both sides having worked 
for the library and now using the Home Library Service.  



What sort of books do you like? 

I like to try new authors and I like authors who can set a scene and create an 
atmosphere. I like a good story, I also like farming and gardening books.  

I prefer fiction because it takes you away, much like the book I was reading 
yesterday - The Taxidermist’s Daughter. The scene was dark and wet like it was 
here with the rain outside. It was very atmospheric and I was really caught up in it.  

What would you say to people thinking about volunteering? 

It’s an opportunity for them to learn a lot about people and to be on their level. You 
have a lot of different types of people and you have to be prepared to talk to all sorts. 
I remember when I worked at Deddington Library, one of the doctors came out of the 
surgery and said ‘can I have a book by a South African with a beard’! I used to love 
working there with all different types of people. You need to like people and enjoy 
talking to them. It’s a most interesting job, it really is. 

 

 


