
 
 
 
 
 

Oxfordshire Partnership Meeting 
Friday 16th October 2015, 13:30 

County Hall, New Road, Oxford OX1 1ND 
 
In attendance: 

 
Apologies: 

Bishop Colin Fletcher Chairman, Oxfordshire Stronger Communities Alliance 
Cllr Catherine Hitchens Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Cllr Ian Charlton Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Cllr Harry Eaglestone Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Cllr Ian Hudspeth Leader, Oxfordshire County Council 
Dene Robson West Oxfordshire District Council 
Ian Davies Cherwell District Council 
John Courouble Partnership Manager, Oxfordshire County Council 
Jon Bright Chief Exec, Oxfordshire Rural Community Council 
Kathy Shaw Chief Exec, Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action 
Lalla Nott Partnership Officer, Oxfordshire County Council 
Maggie Scott Chief Policy Officer, Oxfordshire County Council 
Paul Cann Voluntary and Community Sector representative (Age UK) 
Paul Inman Oxford Brookes University 
Romy Briant Voluntary and Community Sector representative (RtR) 
Sebastian Johnson Oxford Local Strategic Partnership  
Supt Christian Bunt Thames Valley Police 
Val Johnson Oxford City Council 
Prof Ann Trefethen Oxford University 
  

      Victoria Fletcher Item 4 - Environment Partnership 
      Jackie Wilderspin Item 4 - Health and Wellbeing Board  
      Tan Lea Item 4 - Safeguarding Children’s Board & Safeguarding Adults Board 

ACC Shead Thames Valley Police 
Adrian Lockwood Local Enterprise Partnership 
Cllr John Cotton South Oxfordshire District Council 
Cllr Barry Norton West Oxfordshire District Council (substitute: Dene Robson) 
Cllr Barry Wood Cherwell District Council 
Cllr Bob Price Oxford City Council 
Cllr Matthew Barber Vale of White Horse District Council 
Cllr Malcolm Leeding Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils 
Sally Coble Environment Agency 
Sally Dicketts Activate Learning 
Anne Gwinnet Oxford Local Strategic Partnership (substitute: Sebastian Johnson) 
Jonathan McWilliam Oxfordshire County Council 
David Neudegg West Oxfordshire District Council 
Margaret Ounsley Oxford University 
Peter Clark Oxfordshire County Council 
Peter Sloman Oxford City Council 
Gavin Spencer Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce 



Item 1    Welcome and Apologies Action 

 
The minutes of the 31st March 2015 meeting were accepted as an accurate 
record.  
 

 

Item 2    Budgetary Challenges for the County Council 2016/17 Action 

 
Cllr Ian Hudspeth, Leader of the County Council, gave an update on the 
financial outlook for the County Council, together with details of a the 
consultation which outlines 93 savings options which are aimed at reducing 
the Council’s expenditure by an additional £50million.  
 
Cllr Hudspeth outlined the savings made to date, together with increasing 
demand pressures on County Council services, particularly in relation to 
Looked After Children and Adult Social Care.  
 
He highlighted that previously voluntary and community groups had stepped 
in to help keep valued services running; such as libraries and youth centres, 
and he hoped that partners would be interested in working in such a way to 
minimise the impact of future budget reductions on Oxfordshire’s residents.  
 
Romy Briant and Christian Bunt both highlighted that many public sector 
organisations were seeing budget cuts that meant they were having to focus 
solely on their core business, and that this had the potential to leave ‘voids’ 
where no agency would take responsibility for a particular issue/area. It was 
agreed that there was a need for partners to ensure they were not operating 
in silos.  
 
Jon Bright said it would be important, where funding was reduced, for 
organisations to know which of their interventions had the most success, 
and target resources accordingly. Maggie Scott responded that the County 
Council’s intelligence modelling around the location of Children’s Centres, 
focusing on those areas with the greatest need, was a good example of that 
type of targeting of resources. But that such an approach is also a 
recognition that it is increasingly difficult to offer ‘universal services’ when 
facing funding reductions.   
 
All attendees were encouraged to respond to the consultation, once it was 
launched on 20th October, and to attend the public events. The details of the 
budget proposals can be found here; 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/budget-savings-options-201617 
  
Public Events : 

o OXFORD - Tuesday 27th October, County Hall - 7–8.30pm. 
o BANBURY – Monday 2nd November, Town Hall - 7–8.30pm. 
o WALLINGFORD – Thursday 5th November, Regal Centre -

7–8.30pm. 
 
(PLEASE NOTE – attendees are asked to register in advance to allow us to 
manage numbers at the venues) 

  
The consultation will run until 30th November 2015. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/budget-savings-options-201617


Item 3    Oxfordshire Devolution & Oxfordshire Together Action 

 
Cllr Hudspeth outlined the fast pace of devolution discussions with Central 
Government, and the thinking behind ‘Oxfordshire Together’, the County 
Council’s proposal to work with parish councils to deliver local highways and 
maintenance improvements.  
 
An ‘expression of interest’ in devolved funding and powers for Oxfordshire 
was submitted in September following a summer of high level discussions. 
The submission was signed by local council leaders from the County, District 
and City together with the Local Enterprise Partnership and Clinical 
Commissioning Group.  
 
Due to the short timescale provided by Central Government, these 
proposals have not yet been formally ratified by the signatories’ 
organisations. These proposals have been well received by central 
government, and Oxfordshire is one of 34 areas which have been asked to 
come back with further detail on their proposals.  
 
Cllr Hudspeth then told partners of the recent launch of Oxfordshire 
Together, where in light of the fact that the County Council’s financial 
position, there has been a shift in emphasis towards enabling people and 
communities to take ownership of local priorities. 
 
At an event for Parishes held in September, attendees were given details on 
some of the initial services in scope, specifically highway services.  More 
detail can be found at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item 4     Update from Partnerships Action 

 
The following Oxfordshire partnerships provided verbal updates on their 
work over the last 6 months, in addition to the Annual Update Report;  

 Local Enterprise Partnership 

 Growth Board  

 Health and Wellbeing Board 

 Environment Partnership 

 Safer Communities Partnership 

 Stronger Communities Alliance 

 Safeguarding Children Board 

 Safeguarding Adults Board 
 
Details were also provided of the recently established ‘Strategic Schools 
Partnership’ which will be included in the next annual reporting cycle.  
 

 

Item 5      Future arrangements for the Oxfordshire Partnership Action 

 
Maggie Scott asked partners for their thoughts on how the Oxfordshire 
Partnership should evolve, to take account of changing priorities and the 
increasing importance of partnership working in a financially challenging 
environment.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Partners agreed that the meeting should continue to meet at six monthly 
intervals, as yearly meetings were considered too infrequent.  
 
There was some concern that broadening the membership out too much 
might make the meetings unwieldy and frustrating, to little overall benefit, 
though the involvement of partners from the health sector was seen as one 
example where increased attendance would be welcomed.  
 
The Annual (written) Report was seen by many as the most useful aspect of 
the partnership in keeping all partners up to date with key developments; 
however it was felt that it was not necessary to have verbal updates from all 
contributors at each meeting.  
 
Instead it was agreed that the meetings might more usefully focus on one or 
two key issues/themes each time, and delve into the detail. Maggie Scott 
emphasised that it was vital that partners contributed suggestions for the 
agenda, so that the meetings continued to be a beneficial use of time, 
particularly when many organisations were struggling to field key players to 
attend such strategic meetings.  
 
Attendees also felt it was important to garner from those organisations who 
were members of the Partnership, but were not in attendance, particularly 
those who had not attended for several meetings, what they felt would make 
the meetings more relevant for them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Partners 
 
 
 
 
Partnership 
Manager 
 

Item 6      AOB Action 

 
Members were encouraged to respond to the County Council budget 
consultation by 30th November 
 
Kathy Shaw advised members of a Voluntary Sector Conference ‘Mission 
Possible’ which was to be held on 27th October. 
 
Sebastian Johnson reminded members of the Annual Oxford Strategic 
Partnership stakeholder event which will be held on 26th February 2016.  
 

 

Item 7       Dates of next meeting Action 

 
Proposed date of next meeting TBC 
 

 

CLOSE    Meeting closed at 15:25  


