
ITEM 3.2 

Oxfordshire Together 
Giving communities control over local services 

 
Oxfordshire County Council is looking at alternative ways in which we can deliver a 
number of different public services, across a wide range of areas.   
 
Reductions in funding for local government coupled with rising demand for services 
mean that we have to change the way we deliver public services, with a shift towards 
enabling people and communities to take ownership of local priorities. We will 
continue to provide community leadership and foster partnership working, whilst 
recognising that the days when the council could deliver all services to all people 
have gone. 
 
We have started talking to town and parish councils to identify opportunities to work 
together, with an initial engagement event for town and parish councils held on 21st 
September. 
 
Our vision for working together is outlined in Oxfordshire Together – the Model 
booklet, with further details on some of the initial services in scope included in the 
Transitional Offer of Highway Services booklet both can be found on our public 
website at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether  
 
The Oxfordshire Together proposal highlights the potential for the county council to 
work more closely with all town and parish councils to reshape the way that public 
services are delivered in the future. There is an assumption that ‘one size does not fit 
all’ and therefore there will be a differentiated approach in each community. We 
recognise that some communities or non-parished areas will not be able to take part 
in this process as the Local Government Act 1972 Section 136 does not apply to 
non-parished areas, and we are open to discussing with these areas what options 
might be available for them. 
 
Following the September meeting our planned next steps are; 
 
September – December 

 Initial discussion with town and parish councils. 

 Engagement with town and parish councils interested in taking on delivery of 
some services to develop agreements. 
 

January - April 2016 

 Implementation of the first ‘tranche’ of agreements 
 

April 2016 onwards 

 Review viability of approach and consider further roll out. 
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