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1. Introduction 
 
We set out our framework for devolving services to communities under the banner of 
Oxfordshire Together.  The initial offer has been well received by town and parish 
councils with many exploring the potential to take on delivery of specific discretionary 
services in their communities. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council began engagement with town and parish councils, 
voluntary sector organisations and community groups to assess their interest in the 
children’s services offer.   
 
The offer outlined in this document is specifically looking at how we can work with 
local organisations to continue to run non-statutory, open access children’s services 
for the 0-5 age group, without financial support from Oxfordshire County Council. 
Limited funding is available from the county council through its Transition Fund to 
provide initial support for groups to establish services. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council is committed to providing safe and effective services for 
vulnerable children and their families. The county council has created eight Children 
and Family Centres across Oxfordshire to work with children and their families aged 
0-19 (25 where the child has special educational needs) using existing buildings. 
These centres support vulnerable children, young people and their families and  
integrate the work previously done from Children's Centres and the Early 
Intervention Hubs with that of Children's Social Care. 
 
The eight centres along with two additional shared sites provide targeted support to 
prevent needs of vulnerable families increasing, with some open access services 
available to others.  
 
 
 

2. Service Offer 
2.1. Sites in Scope 
 
The County Council owns a limited number of buildings which were considered on 
an individual basis for community asset transfer.  Many of these have now been 
successfully moved into community ownership.  
 

Sites Out of Scope 
 

The buildings we have retained for the new service are out of scope for community 
initiatives however this may change based on capacity and as other suggestions are 
put forward. The Children and Family Centres are listed below by district area: 
 

2.1.1. Cherwell  
 
Banbury Children and Family Centre (childcare provision) 
Bicester Children and Family Centre 
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2.1.2. West Oxfordshire 
 
Witney Children and Family Centre  

2.1.3. Oxford City  
 
Blackbird Leys Children and Family Centre 
Barton Children and Family Centre 
Rosehill Children and Family Centre 
 

2.1.4. South Oxfordshire 
 
Didcot Children and Family Centre 
 

2.1.5. Vale of White Horse 
 
Abingdon Children and Family Centre 
 
 

2.2. Services out of Scope 
 
Out of scope services operating from community led provision include: 

• Statutory Services including 
o Targeted safeguarding work including Child Protection Case Work 
o Looked after children 
o Care leavers 
o Youth offending service 
o Disabled children 

• Early help intensive Family support work  
• Early Years Provision 

 
Statutory services remain the responsibility of the county council and included in the 
service provision.  
 
 

3. Open Access Provision 
 
The services which could be considered are the non-statutory services (open access 
provision) and those run by other agencies.  Open access services are available to 
children and families living in the most deprived areas of Oxfordshire delivered out of 
the Children and Family Centres. All other open access provision is the responsibility 
of the individual organisations to reach their own agreements with agencies and 
individual providers. 
 
Provision could include: 
 

• Open access sessions including 
o Stay and Play 
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o Bumps to Babies 
o Messy Play 
o Open access youth groups 

 

4. Support to Groups  
 
For new groups coming forward for transition funding the community co-ordinators 
can help you to shape your proposals and write your bid.  Ongoing support to 
community groups running open access children’s services is also available to 
groups that have received funding already.  Community co-ordinators will also be 
engaging with groups to ensure that services delivered are safe and effective and 
monitoring the use of the transition fund. To make contact with them, email 
Localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
 

5. Funding 
 
In February 2016, Council agreed to create a pump priming fund of £1m. This is 
called the Transition Fund for Open Access Children’s Services. This is to assist 
community groups to develop proposals for open access children’s services that will 
not receive longer term funding from the council.  A cross party group of members 
has been established and community groups are invited to submit business plans to 
this group.  More information is available on the website at xxx 
 

6. Agreement Period 
 
Children’s services proposals will be considered on an individual basis.  After one 
year, a review of the offer will be undertaken by the county council. At this point, 
community organisations would be able to opt out if they choose to do so.  It should 
be noted that the county council will not seek to re-commence the services. 
 
 

7. Operational Requirements 
7.1. Safeguarding 
 
Providers must take all necessary steps to keep children safe and well. For more 
information on safeguarding children visit the Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children 
Board website on http://www.oscb.org.uk/  The Board will be able to help you make 
sure you have the correct policies and procedures and offer a full training 
programme. 

7.2. Ofsted 
 

Comment [CD-CC1]: Link to the new 
Oxfordshire Together Children’s Services 
Transition Fund webpage here 

mailto:Localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.oscb.org.uk/
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There is no requirement for a community group to be Ofsted registered, however if 
the group is delivering childcare they would be subject to Ofsted childcare 
regulations.   
Further guidance can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-
to-registration-on-the-childcare-register.  

7.3. Disclosure Barring System (DBS) 
 
Service deliverers are required to have appropriate policies for working with 
children.  The county council will work with service deliverers as part of the 
programme set-up phase to ensure that policies are in place.  Community groups 
will be responsible for ensuring that the appropriate DBS checks have been 
undertaken for employed staff and volunteers working directly with children.  More 
information can be found here https://www.gov.uk/disclosure-barring-service-
check/overview.  

7.4. Health and Safety 
 
Service deliverers are required to follow their own health and safety arrangements.  
The county council will offer support to establish these as part of the programme 
set-up phase. Community groups will be responsible for ensuring that their 
operatives work in a safe and appropriate manner at all times, whilst adhering to 
relevant legislation. 

7.5. Training 
 
As a community organisation you will be able to access standard courses run by 
Oxfordshire Community & Voluntary Action (OCVA), Oxfordshire County Council and 
the Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children Board (OSCB).  In addition, access to training 
support would be available from the county council’s Locality Support Services Team 
as part of the new integrated model. 
 

8. Insurance 
8.1. Public Liability 
 
The service deliverer should inform its insurers of its involvement in the scheme 
and will be required to put in place a £10,000,000 public liability indemnity and a 
minimum of £5,000,000 employer’s liability insurance.  
 
 

9. Frequently Asked Questions 

9.1. General 
 
 
Q.  What if different areas require different services? 
A.  Each proposal may be to provide tailored open access children’s services 
required in an individual area.  This may include partnering with other agencies to 
offer a broader range of provision. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-registration-on-the-childcare-register
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guide-to-registration-on-the-childcare-register
https://www.gov.uk/disclosure-barring-service-check/overview
https://www.gov.uk/disclosure-barring-service-check/overview
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Q.  Would there be opportunities for the county council to broker/facilitate 
discussions with other partners? 
A.  Yes.  Where links need to be made with agencies and other organisations we 
would be happy to support discussions. 
 
Q.  What would happen in an area where no groups come forward? 
A.  Where there are no interested parties and an open access service is not 
identified the county council will not seek to make any provision. 
 

9.2. Budgets 
 
Q.  If the council is expecting open access services to continue why is there 
no available budget? 
A.  The county council’s new model is one of targeted support, that works to prevent 
the needs of vulnerable children and families increasing.    
 
Q. How do groups access the £1m transition fund? 
A.  We recommend making contact with our community co-ordinators in the first 
instance, using the email address Localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 

9.3. Agreement Periods 
 
Q.  How long will agreements run for? 
A.  The initial children’s services offer will be considered on an individual basis. 
 
Q.  What happens if we want to hand the building back? 
A.  OCC would work with the service deliverer to find an alternative provider or to 
ensure the service cessation is managed. 

9.4. Operational Details 
 
Q.  What level of Public Liability Insurance is required? 
A.  Groups will need to arrange Public Liability Insurance (of £10 million) and £5 
million (minimum) Employers Liability Insurance.  Advice and quotes should be 
obtained from your insurance broker. 
 
Q.  Who would be liable in the event of an incident? 
A.  We are asking groups to have full responsibility.  Groups are under no obligation 
to run open access session and if they are unsure of their responsibilities in doing so 
they are advised to seek legal advice. 
 
Q.  Where could I go to seek independent advice? 
A.  OCVA is the voluntary sector infrastructure organisation in Oxfordshire and may 
be able to assist in advice on establishment, legal and employment issues. 
 
Q.  What support is available from OCC? 
A.  OCC is able to offer support to the establishment of groups, services and set up.  
In addition there are a range of training courses that can be accessed and specialist 
advice from the county council’s Locality & Community Support Team. 
 

mailto:Localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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9.5. Service Delivery 
 
Q.  What are the statutory elements of this proposed offer? 
A.  Under the proposals there are no statutory elements and open access sessions 
offered will be entirely at the discretion of the service provider. 
 

10. Further Information 
 
There is more information available on our website at: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether. 
 
If you have any queries that have not been addressed here or on the website or are 
interested in starting discussions on future proposals, please contact us: 
localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether
mailto:localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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