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Oxfordshire Together  
Children’s Services 
Giving communities control over local services 
 
Update - February 2017 
  
Over the past months we have been talking with local communities, town and parish 
councils and the voluntary sector about developing community-led solutions for 
delivering open access children’s services such as Stay and Play as we move to the 
new model of Children & Family Centres in March this year. 
 
This briefing updates you on the latest position with the council’s proposals for 
children’s services and its work with communities to identify local solutions for the 
delivery of open access services for children.  
 
Transition Fund 
Many of you will now be aware of the opportunity to apply for Transition funding and 
the successful applicants from the first round are below: 
 

• Butterfly Meadows, Bloxham 
• Botley Bridges (Elms Road) 
• Carterton Town Council 
• Grandpont 
• St Nicholas Primary School 
• Sharing Life Trust (Red Kite) 

 
The second round has closed as we write this update and we are pleased to say that 
we have received 20 applications for consideration.  Recommendations from the 
panel assessment of these will be in a report to Cabinet on 21 February. We will be 
in touch with applicants before the papers are published. 
 
For those of you still working on your proposals, it is not too late to apply for funding 
as there will be a further bidding round with dates to be announced soon. 
 

 
 
 

We would like to thank all the community groups that have come forward so far for 
their incredible hard work and dedication to working with us to develop local 
solutions for open access children’s services. We are already looking at having 
continuation in at least half of the centres, and we are looking forward to 
progressing these over the coming months.  
 
To get in touch with us, you can email us at localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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Rents on OCC Buildings 
Many of you hoping to utilise OCC buildings will have been watching for the recent 
decision on the Asset Transfer Policy regarding rent.  On 20th December 2016 the 
council’s Cabinet agreed the following in relation to the potential transfer of children’s 
centre buildings to community-led provision: 
 

a) To offer a defined, short-term rent-free period of up to a maximum of 12 
months to support mobilisation, where the business case would otherwise not 
be viable. After this initial period the rent would increase in line with the asset 
transfer policy, to 50% of the commercial rent level for the property. 

 
For those working on business cases please bear this in mind in developing your 
bids.  
 
Community Co-ordinators 
As part of the consultation three new posts were created to provide ongoing support 
to community groups running open access children’s services. These appointments 
have now been made and the team will begin to work with groups who are ready to 
implement their business plans. The posts are North, Central and South-based and 
will work to provide links between community provision and the statutory service. 
The people in post are: 
 
North: Cheryl Huntbach, previously Children’s Centre Manager at Butterfly Meadows 
in Bloxham 
 
Central: Steve Laurence, previously working in Children’s Centre Service 
specialising in Welfare Benefits 
 
South: Claire Crossley, previously Deputy Manager of Carterton Children’s Centre; 
job-shared with Ann Mitchell, previously an Early Intervention worker with a 
background in community development. 
 
Next steps 
We will continue to work with any groups interested in providing community-led 
solutions for children’s services, and our partners at Oxfordshire Community 
Voluntary Action will be able to provide further guidance and advice on governance, 
funding and developing a sustainable model of service delivery. 
 
To get in touch with us, you can email us at localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
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