
Social value update OSCA 31 January 2013 

The working group met on 14 January. This consisted of OSCA members Alison Baxter, Sara 
Livadeas, Jayne Woodley, Revd Peter Ball, and Meryl Smith. (Jackie Wilderspin sent 
apologies.) Also attending were Ben Threadgold and Simon Walkden (Oxfordshire County 
Council), Benedict Leigh (Restore), and Amanda Webb-Johnson (Refugee Resource).  

The group brainstormed a list of what social value means in Oxfordshire for discussion and 
the addition of illustrations to help with understanding. It was felt that if we can arrive at a 
shared definition of what constitutes social value in the Oxfordshire context, we can then 
encourage everyone (not just the obvious commissioners and providers of social care) to 
use it in their planning and decision-making processes, for the benefit of the people of 
Oxfordshire. 

We intend to consult the wider voluntary sector (at the county conference on 4 February 
2013), elected members, and businesses (via OCF and ROBIN). 

We felt the group would be enhanced by the inclusion of representatives from Environment 
and Economy, district councils, and Oxford Brookes. District council members of OSCA are 
invited to consider who we could approach. We are also really interested in comments on 
the draft list. 

The next meeting of the working group is planned for March. 

Draft list of what social value means in Oxfordshire for discussion and illustration 
Creating employment and skills 

• employment for local people in general and in specific subsets e.g. 
o disability 
o older 
o mental health 
o young 

• volunteering opportunities 
• skills development and learning opportunities including 

o opportunities and skills for self-employment 
Spending money locally 
Reinvestment of profit into the community 
Valuing local knowledge 

• Contribution to local knowledge infrastructure (contributing local brainpower) 
• Local engagement and collaboration 

Other 
• Combating social isolation and improving social contact 
• Reducing inequalities 
• Encouraging self-help and mutual support 


