
 

Plans for The Berin Centre 

Berinsfield 

 

In March 2017 Oxfordshire County Council will withdraw funding for the Children’s 
Centre in Oxfordshire. Berinsfield is one of the centres that will be affected by the 
cuts. 

Finding a local solution 
 
To address the issues this raised, a number of interested parties and stakeholders in 
the village formed a Steering Group, to find a solution and prevent the loss of this 
vital service to the residents of Berinsfield and surrounding areas. These included 
the Church, the Parish Council, OCC Councillor, District Councillor, local residents, 
Soha, BIVC ,OCF and the Employment Action Group (EAG), a long standing charity 
based in Berinsfield. They have been working together to move forward with a plan 
for EAG to manage the service in the future. 
 
Since the initial formation of the steering group, various consultation exercises have 
been carried out. Past consultation is also included in the strategy for forming the 
business plan. These are the Berinsfield Community Led Plan (2012/13) and the 
more recent consultation for the Berinsfield Neighbourhood Plan. This has been put 
together with data from various sources to identify the need for specific services in 
Berinsfield. 
 
Berinsfield has been identified as a special project by SODC which has allocated 
£1.5 million to explore the regeneration of Berinsfield. 
 
Community-led services 
 
The combined research and information has formed the outline of the proposed 
service delivery within our business plan. It has highlighted the aspiration for a 
community ‘hub’ to include children’s/family centre provision, employment and 
training support and information and advice service plus support for mental health, 
socially isolated and community activities run by volunteers, groups and individuals. 
 
The Steering Group decided that the new service and its premises should be 
renamed to reflect its new beginnings. The name ‘The Berin Centre’ was agreed. 
Berin was the Anglicised name for St Birinus, the bishop who founded the settlement 
of Dorchester c.AD 600-649.  



 
Funding 
 
We are currently identifying a number of funding sources. The decision by SODC not 
to fund Children’s Centre services was a big disappointment for us. It is vital that 
funding is awarded to support the delivery of this business plan not just in the short 
term but in order to make it sustainable. Employment Action Group is committed to 
minimize any gap in service once the current children’s centre service ceases to 
operate.  
 
 
Developing our Business Plan 
 
The Steering Group has continued to 
meet monthly since April 2016 with a 
Working Group set up to bring the 
Business Plan together. The final 
Business Plan has been written by Linda 
Champion, Manager of Employment 
Action Group and Jackie Logan, 
Resident Involvement Manager for Soha.  
 
The Business Plan has gone through 
many changes and we are currently 
working on Draft 8! There are still many 
unknowns, mainly centred on funding 
and premises’ leases but generally the 
Group feels confident that they have a 
realistic and achievable plan going 
forward. 
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