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Oxfordshire Together 
Highway Services 
Giving communities control over local services 
 
Update - April 2016 
 
Since the launch of the Oxfordshire Together proposals in September 2015, around 140 
town and parish councils have expressed an interest in taking on delivery of some local 
highway services that the council will no longer be able to deliver in the future or will only 
deliver to the statutory minimum standard.  
 
We are now pleased to invite all interested town and parish councils to sign the Section 
101 Local Agency Agreements that will enable the council to formally transfer the 
undertaking of highway services under the Oxfordshire Together proposals to town and 
parish councils that wish to take them on. 
 
These agreements will include detailed schedules that outline the funding available (if 
offered with the service), and a description and required minimum standards for each 
service that is taken up. 
 
The initial highway service transfer agreement will last for three years. At year two a 
review of the transfer of services will be undertaken by the county council and financial 
offers for the second allocation of services will be defined. At this point, towns and 
parishes would be able to opt out of the services if they choose to do so. It should be 
noted that the county council will not seek to re-commence the services that are handed 
back in year three as there is insufficient funding to do so.   
 
The signing of the agreements will mark the initial rollout of this new way of delivering 
services for our residents, whereby communities are empowered to take ownership of 
local priorities. This approach recognises that while the size of the public sector is 
shrinking, we remain committed to creating the right environment for communities to be 
able to do things for themselves about issues that matter locally.  
 
 
Next Steps 
 
Sign up to Oxfordshire Together 
If your town or parish has already expressed an interest in taking up service delivery under 
the Oxfordshire Together framework, then we will be in touch with you shortly regarding 
the signing of the legal agreement. 
 
If you have recently decided that you are interested in the Oxfordshire Together proposals 
and would like to discuss this further you can contact us at localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk.  
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Still considering? 
If you are still considering whether your town or parish council might be able to take on 
some of the services within the scope of this offer, it is not too late to get in touch with us 
at localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk.  
 
You can find out more about Oxfordshire Together on the council’s website at 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether. On our website you can find detailed 
information about the approach and the services in scope, as well as details about the 
operational aspects that you need to be aware of.  
 

While we would like to see as many parishes as possible come forward, they are under no 
obligation to take on a service delegation. It is entirely up to individual town and parish 
councils whether they wish to take on any of the services in scope and to determine how 
the service will be delivered (ensuring they adhere to a minimum standard of delivery as 
outlined in the legal agreement). 
 
 
 
 
Why should a town or parish council sign up to Oxfordshire Together? 
 
The continuing financial pressure on local government means the county council cannot 
continue to deliver some services as before. We know that Oxfordshire’s active 
communities are one of its greatest strengths and we want to build on this strong 
foundation to redesign the way public services are planned and delivered, reflecting local 
need and priorities.  
 
Delivering more locally under the Oxfordshire Together framework has many benefits for 
communities including: 
 

 Increased service provision according to local priorities 
 Improved quality of service 
 A more responsive service 
 More local decision making 
 Increased satisfaction with the local environment 
 Generation of local employment opportunities 
 Increased pride in the local area 
 Ownership of the local area. 

 
 
 
 
We would like to thank all of the town and parish councils that have come forward so far.  
Over the next months and years we hope to continue to work closely with parishes, towns 
and community groups to develop practical and efficient solutions that will have a lasting 
impact on the lives of the people of Oxfordshire.  
 
If you have any ideas about how we might deliver things better in our communities, please 
get in touch with us! If you have any questions or comments about Oxfordshire Together 
you can contact us at localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk.  
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