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Work with  communities 

• We launched our Big Society vision for 
empowering communities in 2012  

• Set up the Oxfordshire Stronger Communities 
Alliance – a partnership that represents the 
interests of the voluntary, community and faith 
sectors  in Oxfordshire 

• Partnership working (OCVA, Community First 
Oxfordshire, faith groups, and many, many 
others) 

• Local Councillor Grant Schemes 
• Oxfordshire Together 



Our vision 

• Our vision for Oxfordshire is one in which 
communities are empowered to exercise 
influence, control and ownership of the 
decisions that shape their local area.  

 

• One in which the county council supports 
communities to increase capacity to develop 
and thrive. 

 



A New Strategic Role for Communities 

NOW FUTURE 

Grass cutting 

Community libraries 

Community transport 

Youth centres 

Community care 

Furniture cleaning 

Salt bin management 

Winter clearing 
Children’s services 



Community leadership: some 
examples so far… 

• Community libraries 
• Youth services 
• Community transport 
• Minor Highways 

Maintenance 
• Active communities & 

volunteering 
• Dementia friendly 

communities 
• Social enterprise 

schemes 



Benefits 

• Shared commitment to place 
and increased sense of 
belonging 

• Mobilised communities 

• Increased community 
participation 

• Local priority setting 

• Pride in the local area 

• Responsive to local needs 

• Resilient communities 

• Opportunities for local 
employment & volunteering 

• Ownership of the local 
environment 

 



Supporting communities 

We want to create an environment where it is easier for 
communities to do things for themselves about issues 
that matter locally. 

 

We will achieve this vision by supporting communities to:  

• mobilise people and build new relationships 

• develop and use local leadership  

• build capacity and confidence to make a positive 
difference 

• encourage and support volunteering 

 



What is Oxfordshire Together? 

• New way of delivering local services by working 
with communities. 

• Empower communities to take ownership of local 
priorities and deliver community led solutions.  

• Highways element launched in September 2015 
• Community initiatives for the provision of 

children’s services launched May 2016 
• Advice and guidance in partnership with OCVA to 

support communities to set up and run local 
initiatives 
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