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Community Initiatives for the 
Provision of Children’s Services 



Our vision 

 

Communities delivering 
open access children’s 
services relevant to their 
local needs with 
community involvement 
and participation. 

 



Key principles 

• Each community to decide what the new 
arrangements might look like; 

• Solutions rooted in their communities and 
grown out of a specific local need;  

• Buy-in from the local community; 

• Partnership working with other local groups, 
business and public sector. 



Our approach 

• Over the past six months we have been working with 
local groups, schools and town and parish councils to 
develop community-led solutions 

 
• Flexible: each community is different, so we are engaging 

with groups on an individual basis; 
• Inclusive: we are encouraging all local partners to come 

together to develop proposals ;  
• Open: we are working closely with all interested groups 

and are providing them with all the relevant information 
they might need (subject to availability); 

• Supportive: Advice and guidance with independent advice 
from OCVA; focus on capacity-building.  



The journey so far 

• Engaged with interested parties for each of the 
centres; 

• We have seen many different solutions emerging; 
this reflects the diverse local circumstances and 
need. No two communities are the same! 

• Many groups have established steering groups, 
some are gathering evidence of needs of their 
community and a few are in the process of 
drafting business plans. 



Where we are now 

• We are inviting community groups to submit 
their expressions of interest for council owned 
previously designated children’s centres; 

• Launch of the £1m Transition Fund Grant 
Scheme; 

• Continuing to provide guidance and support 
to any groups coming forward. 



Asset Transfer Expression of Interest 

• Complete a form for each of the buildings you 
are interested in 

• Submit by 14 October 

• OCC Estates Team will contact you within 10 
working days 

• Expressions will be assessed against the Asset 
Transfer Policy 

• Applications put forward for decision making 



Transition Fund 

• £1m transition fund to provide pump-priming grants 
for establishing universal provision of children’s 
services in communities across Oxfordshire. 

• There are two applications round, with deadline dates 
of: 

• 21 October 2016 and 
• 09 January 2017 

• If your bid is not successful in the first round, we will 
be happy to work with you to help develop a strong 
business case and re-apply for funding.  

• Further rounds of applications will be considered, if 
appropriate, post-January 2017. 
 



Community Initiatives: Next Steps 

• Submission of expressions of interest for community 
properties by 14 October 

• Community groups to develop their business plans 

• Transition Fund application deadlines: 
• 21 October 2016 and 

• 09 January 2017 

• Services will be available as of April 2017 as and when 
they become ready (or when a Community Group is 
ready to take them on if this is earlier) 

• Transition planning from current service to community  



 

 

Oxfordshire Together 
Giving communities control over public services 

 

 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether  

localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether
mailto:localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk


Round Table Discussion 

• What is happening in your area? 

 

• What extra support could you use from 
the County Council and OCVA? 

 



Questions 

 

 

Frequently asked questions can be found on 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshiretogether 

 

Contact us 

localities@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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