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Upton Parish Plan 
 

 
The Process 
 
The process of developing the Upton Parish Plan started at the Annual 
Parish Meeting in May 2004. From the discussion then a further open 
meeting was held later in 2004; this chose a Steering Group of ten 
villagers ranging in age from 17 to over 70 including three parish 
councillors. This team of volunteers from the village was independent 
from, but worked in liaison with Upton Parish Council. 
 
The Steering Group was chaired by Jane Johnson. Other members were 
Hannah Stone, Mark Stone. Liz Bowes-Hall, Jane Bowles, Ron Hall, 
Barbara Page, Jill Findlay and John Gillespie. The Group was supported 
by Samantha Smith from Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council 
(RCC) and was largely funded by the Countryside Agency. 
 
 
The Aims 
 
The aims of the plan process were – 
 
� to consult Upton residents about the sort of village that they wanted 

Upton to be in the future, 
 
� to produce a formal plan which would reflect the wishes expressed, 
 
� to record perceived needs and to provide evidence for support for 

projects, to give weight to applications for funding from grant giving 
bodies. 

 
Collecting Information 
 
As time was limited and the Group was keen to obtain as wide a response 
as possible, information was obtained mainly by distributing 
questionnaires. With help and advice from Sam Smith, three 
questionnaires were devised by the steering group. These were: 
 
� A household one 
� One for each resident over the age of 16  
� One for young people aged 11 to 16 
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These were delivered to homes in Upton parish in March 2005. 101 
household, 191 over 16 and 32 young people’s individual questionnaires 
were completed and returned. These have been analysed by the RCC.  
 
Comments and contributions made by people at the Upton Fetes held in 
July 2004 and 2005 have also been considered. 
 
 
Full Report 
 
Copies of the complete findings are available on request from the Parish 
Council. 
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The Findings 
 
These are grouped under the general headings in the three questionnaires.  
 
1. General and Household
 
The returns showed that Upton is a stable community. Of the 191 people 
who completed the over 16 questionnaire, 154 (81%) had lived in the 
village for more than 5 years and 92 of these people (48%) for more than 
15 years. 
 
Where people want to live 
 
In the 101 household questionnaires completed, only 2 of 94 answering 
the question said that family members had had to move away from the 
village because of the lack of suitable/affordable accommodation in the 
parish. 8 respondents said that separate accommodation was being sought 
currently for family members. 5 of those seeking accommodation were 
aged 22-39 years and 2 were 65 plus. 
 
Only 2 people were looking to move more than 10 miles away from the 
village. 7 would look to be owner occupiers. 6 of these would need 2 
bedrooms and the majority could afford to pay more than £160,000 for 
this, but lack of suitable accommodation to rent or buy was cited as the 
most common reason for people having to look outside the parish for 
housing. 
 
Upton is seen as a good place to live by more elderly respondents. 30 
people said they would like to move to more suitable accommodation 
over the next five years. All but four of these wanted to stay in the 
village. A further 43 would like to stay in their present homes but with 
support. 
 
Future housing development in the parish 
 
When asked if the number of homes in the parish (currently 
approximately 160) should be increased, 47 respondents said that the 
number of houses should remain the same, 38 said that they would like to 
see an increase by up to 20 houses. Only 9 respondents would like to see 
more than 20 extra homes in the parish. 44 said that there should be more 
housing for young people, 29 housing for the elderly and 24 more family 
housing. No-one wanted mobile homes. 54 indicated that the homes 
should be for sale and 21 that they should be available for rent. 
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The type of development that people would find most acceptable was 
mainly conversion of redundant buildings (56 respondents) followed by 
single dwellings in a controlled location (32) and in-filling (27). 20 
indicated that the development of small groups of homes of less than 10 
would be most acceptable. Of the 87 households responding to the 
question, 22 said there was and 65 said there was no objection in 
principle to a small development which might meet the needs of local 
people. 
 
Suggested Action Points 
 
1a) All active residents should think about the help they could give to 
more elderly neighbours to expand the good neighbour arrangements that 
exist already. 
 
1b) The Parish Council should take development findings into account 
whenever planning applications are being considered. 
 
1c) These findings should form a basis for part of the Supplementary 
Planning Guidance in the replacement for the current Local Plan being 
taken forward by the Parish and District Councils. 
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2. Environment and Conservation 
 
 
Of the 191 people over 16 years of age who completed the individual 
questionnaire, 106 used the village footpaths often and 77 used the 
bridleways often. The most frequently cited difficulties were mud and 
water (by 104). This was hardly surprising considering that most 
footpaths cross intensively worked farm land. The much more 
preventable hazard of dog dirt was cited by 75 – nearly 40% of 
respondents. 
 
93 of all the 223 people over 11 years of age who completed the 
questionnaires thought that there were landscape features in Upton that 
needed to be protected. As many people said that they didn’t know if 
protection was needed. The areas which were named most often as 
needing protection were:- 
 
The village green and adjacent land              33 people 
 
The Church, churchyard and surroundings, 
especially views to and from the South        29 people 
 
Upton Hall and grounds                                17 people 
 
The field patterns, hedges and trees              14 people 
 
100 people thought that there were areas of Upton which could be 
improved, most often mentioned being:- 
 
Collies Green                                                 22 people 
 
Derelict/redundant buildings                         12 people 
 
31 residents indicated that they would be interested in taking part in 
practical conservation work and 23 in wildlife conservation activities. 16 
wanted to join a rambling club. 
 
Actions Already Taken 
 
2a) Collies Green has been purchased by the Parish Council which will 
draw on suggestions in the questionnaires for its environmental 
improvement. Ongoing advice is being sought by the Parish Council from 
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust.  
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Suggested Action Points 
 
2b) Reminders to dog owners regarding the removal of dog mess would 
continue to be put into the ‘Tonic’. 
 
2c) A photographic group to be established to record the views around 
the village, including the Village Green, Collies Green, Upton Hall, the 
Church and surroundings, and the hedges and field patterns where 
possible. 
 
2d) The Churchyard and its surroundings may need further protection 
 
2e) A Conservation Group could be established from those who filled in 
the volunteer/contact sheet indicating interest in this. 
 
2f) Informal village walks to be re-instituted to enable more villagers to 
become familiar with the full range of parish footpaths. 
 
2g) Where possible the restoration to use of derelict or redundant 
buildings in the parish will be encouraged, though it should be pointed 
out that all buildings – derelict or otherwise – are owned by someone who 
will have views on their future as well as responsibility for them. 
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3. Childcare, Adult Education and Leisure Activities 
 
 
Of the households responding, 21 thought that there was insufficient out 
of school and holiday provision for children in the area and 22 (69%) of 
the 32 young people who completed a questionnaire agreed. 
 
21 young people said that they would like to take part in activities in the 
Village Hall with an art club (11), drama (13), crafts (11) and a youth 
group (9) being supported. 
 
Interest was shown in evening classes for adults with 22 people saying 
that they would take part in language classes if they were provided. The 
current provision of leisure activities in general was rated as poor. Many 
comments were received about the need for sports facilities by people of 
all ages. 
 
Actions Already Taken 
 
3a) A meeting is to be held in the village hall on October 17th 2005 to 
clarify ideas, needs and possible provisions for activities in and outside 
the village hall involving young people, as well as to collect volunteers to 
make the activities happen. Information is already being sought regarding 
steps that will need to be taken to do with adult supervision of young 
people and Child Protection issues. 
 
3b) The Village Hall Management Committee is already looking at 
language class provision and other adult education opportunities. 
 
Suggested Action Points 
 
 
3c) Youth Group/ Holiday Club volunteers from within the village will be 
required to liaise with the youth services at County Hall and elsewhere. 
 
3d) The Cricket Club initiative organisers should be approached to 
consider and act where possible on the requests for sports facilities, in 
consultation with the Parish Council and others. 
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4. Community Information 
 
 
The village newsletter, the ‘Upton Tonic’, is a successful way for 
circulating news and details of events, with 181 (95%) of individuals 
finding out about local events and village news by reading it. 117 people 
learned about what’s on, in addition, by word of mouth, 66 from the 
village notice boards, 35 from the ‘Four Tons Tatler’ (the news sheet 
serving Fiskerton, Morton, Rolleston and Upton) and 39 from other local 
papers. 
 
67% of those over 16 years and 84% of those 11 to 16 years old thought 
that a community website would be useful. A total of 15 people said that 
they would be interested in helping with a website. 
 
Action Points 
 
4a) A Website Group has been established. 
 
4b) Close links have already been forged between the website group and 
‘The Tonic’. 
 
4c) Only half the people who replied obtained information by word of 
mouth. Is this a prompt for us all to get to know and talk to fellow 
villagers more? 
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5. Highways and Transport 
 

Highways, pavements and traffic 
 
There were more comments on the condition of the roads and pavements 
than any other issue. Road drainage and the condition of road surfaces, 
especially in Mill Lane, were particular problems.  
56% supported the need for a flashing speed sign at the east end of the 
village. 90% of people found the maintenance of the pavements to be 
only fair, or even poor. Parking, causing a hazard to pedestrians was an 
issue for 107 people (56%). 
 
Bus services 
 
Most aspects of the quality of the bus service, before the recent cuts, were 
rated as good or fair by over 30% of respondents, but only 20 people 
appeared to use the service regularly. The cost of bus travel to and from 
Upton, especially for short journeys, was thought to be high because of 
the fares structure. 
 
Action already taken 
 
5a) Work is under way to resurface all the footways through the village 
from the top of Mill lane to the east end of the village. The main road 
through the village will also be resurfaced. 
 
5b) The base for the speed sign at the east end of the village is now in 
place, ready for the sign to be moved there. It will then move periodically 
between the two sites at the west and east ends of the village. 
 
Suggested Action Points 
 
5c) Reminders about the hazard to pedestrians of parking on pavements 
to appear in ‘The Tonic’. 
 
5d) Parish Council to keep a watching brief on the traffic using Mill Lane 
and the effect on the road surface. 
 
5e) Parish Council to liaise with public transport providers regarding 
timetabling and fares issues. 
 
5f) Community Speed Watch Scheme to be set up and monitored in a 
further attempt to lower traffic speed through the village. 
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6. Retail and other Village Services 



 
 
16% of Upton people use the Upton Co-operative shop. 14 people 
expressed an interest in developing a community shop. 70% would like to 
see a permanent shop in Upton. 
 
Action Points 
 
6a) The Village Hall Co-operative shop was opened for a pilot period of 5 
weeks to ‘test the market’ on Friday evenings from 5.30 to 7pm. The 
findings will be reported in ‘The Tonic’ and action taken accordingly. 
 
6b) Other retail outlets might be explored if this could be done without 
harming the success of the existing Upton Co-op shop.  
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7. Community Support 



 
Neighbour support  
 
A small number of residents have indicated that they would appreciate 
support such as help with shopping and gardening. Over a hundred 
people (59%) welcomed the idea of a good neighbour scheme and 16 
stated that they were ‘very interested’ to volunteer. 
 
Of course such informal help already takes place quite widely in Upton, 
but it is good to see more people volunteering to extend this. 
 
House numbering 
 
65% wanted house numbering with 27% against it. 
 
Action Already taken 
 
7a) The Village House Numbering Scheme for those parts of the village 
without house numbering is to go ahead. This scheme, which was a 
residents’ initiative, has been taken up by the Parish and District 
Councils. 
 
Action Points 
 
7b) A Community Support Group is to be formed from those indicating 
interest on the volunteer contact sheet. 
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8. Crime and Community Safety 
 
Neighbourhood watch scheme 
 
82% of household respondents were aware of the Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme. Although 50% regarded police coverage of the parish to be poor, 
68% of responding households had experienced no crime incidents in the 
previous 12 months. However, there had been 8 incidents of theft, and 4 
burglaries; 3 recorded suffering car crime and 2 acts of vandalism. Of 19 
saying whether or not they had reported this, 11 had, but 8 said that they 
had not made a report. 
 
Action Points 
 
8a) Results of the questionnaire will be fed on to the Police Authority by 
the Action Planning Group. 
 
8b) All residents need to be encouraged to report crime and community 
safety incidents to the police. 
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SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS 
 

Item 
No. 

Issue or suggestion Action needed Who Progress 

1a Helping elderly 
neighbours 

All active residents should think about 
what they can do to help and expand 
good neighbour arrangements that 
already exist. 

Residents 
Volunteers 

 

1b Development 
findings 

Take development findings into account 
whenever planning applications are 
being considered 

PC  

1c Supplementary 
Planning Guidance 

The findings should form a basis for part 
of the SPG for the replacement for the 
current Local Plan being taken forward. 

UPPC/PC/N&SD
C 

 

2a Environmental 
improvement of 
Collies Green 

Purchase Collies Green 
Environmental improvements 

PC 
Volunteers, Notts 
Wildlife Trust 

Complete 

2b Dog mess Reminder to dog owners to remove dog 
mess and its hazards. 

Continue articles 
in the ‘Tonic’ 

 

2c Photographic group Establish group to record the views 
around the village including the Village 
Green, Collies Green and Upton Hall, 
etc. 

Residents  
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Item 
No. 

Issue or suggestion Action needed Who Progress 

2d Churchyard The churchyard and its surroundings 
may need further protection. 

N&SDC 
PC 
PCC 
Volunteers 

 

2d Conservation group Establish volunteer group Volunteers, UPPC  
2e Village walks Re-establish village walks Informal group 

Interested parties 
 

2g Restoration of 
redundant buildings 

Where possible this will be encouraged, 
although all buildings are owned by 
someone who will have views on their 
futures as well as responsibility for them. 

N&SDC 
PC 

 

3a Youth activities in 
and outside of village 
hall 

Identify ideas and needs for activities  
 
Identify volunteers for adult supervision 
Child Protection Policy – free training 

UVHMC 
 
Volunteers 
Notts Community 
Foundation 

Meeting in hall on 
17th October 2005 
Information being 
sought 

3b Adult education Arrange language classes in the village 
hall 

UVHMC, WEA Underway 

3c Youth Group / 
Holiday Club 

Volunteers from within the village will 
be required to liaise with the youth 
services at County Hall and elsewhere. 

NCC Youth 
service 
volunteers 
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Item 
No. 

Issue or suggestion Action needed Who Progress 

3d Use of cricket club The cricket club initiative organisers 
should be approached to consider and act 
on the requests for sports facilities, in 
consultation with the Parish Council and 
others. 

PC, cricket club, 
residents 

 

4a Website A website groups is to be established.  Already in place. 
4b Community 

newsletter 
Close links are to be forged between the 
website group and The Tonic. 

Website group, the 
Tonic 

Already in place. 

4c Communication Only half the people who replied 
obtained information by word of mouth.  
Is this a prompt for us to all get to know 
and talk to fellow villagers? 

Residents  

5a Poor footways 
throughout the village 

Repair or resurface footways PC/NCC Work is underway 

5b Speeding traffic Install traffic calming measures PC/NCC Speed sign can now 
be moved to either 
end of the village 

5c Hazardous parking Reminders to appear in The Tonic 
regarding the hazards of parking on 
pavements. 

The Tonic, 
residents 

 

5d Traffic using Mill 
Lane 

Parish Council to keep a watching brief 
on the traffic using Mill Lane and the 
effect on the road surface. 

PC  

16
 



Item 
No. 

Issue or suggestion Action needed Who Progress 

5e Public transport Parish Council to liaise with public 
transport providers regarding timetabling 
and fares issues. 

PC  
Pathfinder Buses 

 

5f Speed watch scheme Scheme to be set up and monitored in a 
further attempt to lower traffic speed 
through the village. 

PC 
Volunteers 

Initial contact has 
been made with 
organisers 

6a Co-operative Shop Open shop in the evenings Shop volunteers Shop was open for a 
trial on Friday 
evenings 

6b Other retail outlets Explore the possibility of other outlets 
without harming the success of the co-
operative shop. 

Interested parties  

7a Village house 
numbering scheme 

Set up house numbering scheme  PC/N&SDC Underway 

7b Community Support 
Group 

Form a support group Volunteers, UPPC  

8a Policing Results of the questionnaire will be fed 
onto the Police Authority. 

UPPC, Police  

8b Reporting of 
incidents 

All residents need to be encouraged (The 
Tonic) to report crime and community 
safety incidents to the police. 

Neighbourhood 
Watch Group, 
residents 
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Acronym Key 
The following abbreviations have been used: 
 

 
PC 

 
 
Upton Parish Council 

  
NCC 

 
 
Nottinghamshire County Council 

 
UPPC 

 
Upton Parish Plan Committee 
 

  
NRCC 

 
Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council 

 
N&SDC 

 
Newark & Sherwood District Council 

  
UVHMC 

 
Upton Village Hall Management Committee 

 

 
 
Useful Telephone Numbers 
 

Nottinghamshire County Council –  0115 982 3823 
Newark & Sherwood District Council  –                         01636 650000 
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Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council –  01623 727600 



Making it Happen 
 
Upton people have always had a reputation for self-help and mutual 
support, along with an enviable tradition of Upton entertainments and 
community life for all ages. This has come about because individuals and 
groups have seen a need and got together to meet it - and this includes 
folk of all ages and those who have just moved into the village as much 
as those who have lived here for decades. Making things happen is the 
responsibility of us all - not just those who happen to be in established 
groups, or on committees. 
 
Soon the Steering Group for the Upton Parish Plan of 2005 will disband. 
Its job is done with the publication and distribution of this report. From 
now on it is up to every one of us to use the Plan as a prompt for further 
community action so that Upton will continue to be the special place to 
live it has always been. 
 
Yes, it is now up to all of us. 
 
Let’s see what we can achieve. 
 
And, if you have something else that you would like to see developing in 
Upton, say so! There is the ‘Upton Tonic’ and, coming soon, an Upton 
Website. Ask for others to join with you (there’s nothing like a group to 
keep things going) and get started. 
 
Once again, it is now up to YOU! 
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