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INTRODUCTION 
 
Those of us who live in Shippon can think of aspects of our village that we value and would like 
to preserve, and other features that we would like to change or improve in some way.  We all 
deserve an equal say in the future of our village. 
 
Recognising this the Parish Council supported the creation of a Shippon Appraisal Group to 
produce the Village Plan in order to establish what we want and how to achieve it. 
 
This Village Plan is intended to: - 
 
Reflect the views of all interested residents 
 
Identify features and characteristics of Shippon that we value  
 
Identify opportunities and threats relevant to our village 
 
Document how we want Shippon to develop in the future and this includes social, economic and 
environmental perspectives. 
 
 
As this plan is based on a thorough survey and distillation of Villagers views it has a legitimacy, 
which should be helpful in negotiating with other bodies, when seeking funds. 
 
Most importantly the Village Plan sets out an Action Plan, which encompasses the actions 
required to implement this by the residents, and further actions that will need the assistance of 
outside bodies or authorities. 
 
The process of creating this Village Plan could not have been achieved without the hard work 
and support of many people within Shippon.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who have worked on or supported the Appraisal Group.  We are also grateful to the Parish 
Council and the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council for financial support, encouragement 
and advice. 
 
This is not the end of the process - our Village Plan will only be useful if it is used as a basis for 
action.  We will expect our Parish Council, The Vale of the White Horse District Council, 
Oxfordshire County Council and other village bodies to adopt this plan and implement its 
recommendations. 
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SHIPPON VILLAGE 
 
Geography 
 
Shippon lies one mile north west of Abingdon on an outlier of the cotswold limestone ridge, 
which runs from Oxford to Faringdon.  You can pick up any piece of rock locally and you will 
very likely see the fossil imprint of a shell.  If you are lucky you can also find belemnites [a 
conical shell remnant of Jurassic times].  It looks like a stone bullet.  There are also beds of 
clay, heavy to work and remarkably sticky - part of the Oxford clay belt.  It is fairly flat land 
with a high point of Boars Hill to the north.  Drainage is provided by the Sandford Brook, 
which runs south from the Dry Sandford Nature Reserve via Gozzards Ford and various 
culverts into the Ock River.  The Wildmoor Brook rises in the north of the Village, runs 
through the Army estate, east of the Army sports field, behind the houses on the Faringdon 
Road, through Larkmead School before joining the Ock River behind the Four Pillars Hotel 
on Marcham Road. The land slopes very gently but noticeably from northwest to southeast, 
from a spot height of 81 feet to 54 feet, 2 miles south where Sandford Brook joins the Ock 
River.   
 
History 
 
The Parish of St Helens Without includes 3 villages,  Cothill and Dry Sandford and the hamlet 
of Gozzard’s Ford. Cothill and Dry Sandford are in the north separated from the rest of the 
Parish by Honey Bottom Lane.  In the east of the Parish is Shippon Village, just off the old 
Faringdon Road, which used to run to Gozzards Ford and then Faringdon.  
 
We first read about Shippon in the Doomsday Book of 1086.  It seems that the hamlet of 
Shippon was part of the Abingdon Abbey properties.  Earl Hugh gave the estate of 5 hides 
[150 acres] to the Abbey for £30 of pennies.  In 1248 there is another reference in the 
Berkshire Rolls about land leased from William of Schypen.  By this time there were 60 hydes 
which are about 7000 acres and this included 1 manor - Shippon that was 600 acres. 
 
It is some years later that we have a record of a riot in Abingdon about the time of St 
Edmunds Fair.  One of the leaders was Richard of Shippon who later became a Knight and 
eventually an M.P.  Records show that Shippon was a farming area worked by customary 
tenants.  By this time there is a Manor, a Chapel of Ease [which needed a curate] and a Mill 
by the Ock.  When in Henry VIII’s reign in 1536 the monasteries were dissolved and the land 
was taken over by the crown and sold off, the Manor of Shippon [including Stowford] became 
part of the Duchy of Cornwall.  A survey of church livings in the commonwealth [dated 1655] 
says that Shippon is a small vicarage [church]. 
 
The middle years from 1650 onwards seem to have started a decline in Shippon.  There were 
the after effects of the Civil War and probably a degree of civil unrest.  The Chapel in Shippon 
fell into disuse.  By 1673 the Church reports quote “ we have had no divine service for 20 
years” and by 1705 repair work is “still in progress”.  By 1749 the Chapel was still unfit for 
use.  The Chapel is thought to have been near the village green, almost opposite the old 
vicarage.   
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Improvements in farming methods and the increasing price of corn during the Napoleonic 
Wars led to the “enclosures” when common land was enclosed.  John Wesley’s advocacy of 
Methodism was part of an increased interest in religion in the early nineteenth century, which 
led eventually to the building of the present St Mary Magdalene Church.  Interestingly, 
designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott [who also designed The Martyrs Memorial, St Giles, 
Oxford and St Michael’s Church, Park Road, Abingdon].  The Church was consecrated in 
1855 in the presence of about six hundred people, according to Jackson’s Oxford Journal. 
 
At that time there were 111 adults and 103 children living in the Village mainly involved in 
farming and rural industries.  According to the 1861 census there were 222 people living here.  
Parish boundaries have changed several times which make figures a little variable.  According 
to the Abingdon Who's Who there were 125 people living in Shippon in 1899.   
 
In the Church the names of several young men who fought in the Great World War are 
remembered.  After the War the numbers declined and the Church was united with St Helens 
in Abingdon.  It was no longer sensible to share a vicar with Dry Sandford, instead a curate 
was appointed by the Vicar of St Helens.   
 
There was a golf course in Shippon with a clubhouse on the Stowford House site.  The course 
ran northwards from the clubhouse.  When the RAF arrived the course was closed and the 
club amalgamated with Frilford Heath Gold Club. 
 
The 1920s saw a period of slow recovery followed by the great depression.  Fortunately for 
Shippon, in 1932 the Royal Air Force decided to build an airfield here.  This brought about 
many changes.  Initially the base was part of Bomber Command. 
 
Farms disappeared, the road from Abingdon to Gozzards Ford was closed, large areas were 
fenced in, houses were built for married quarters, runways were laid, hangars erected, 
workshops and administrative offices were built and RAF Abingdon was opened.  The whole 
complexion of Shippon had changed with the influx of so many people.   The RAF Chaplains 
assisted in the running of St Mary Magdalene.  
 
Shortly after the war began in 1939 runways were extended and there were dispersal sites for 
aircraft in many local fields.  Whiteley Bombers and Ansons based here dropped leaflets over 
enemy territory in the ‘phoney war’.  Stanton Harcourt became a satellite of RAF Abingdon 
and specialized in night flying instruction.   
 
The airfield was bombed on the 12th and 21st March 1941, damaging aircraft and buildings.  
By this time Abingdon was a base for officer training and an air-gunners instruction school.  
The concrete runways date from 1944. 
 
Post war RAF Abingdon became part of Transport Command and No 1 Parachute School 
arrived in 1950.   Beverleys, Andovers and Hercules operated from the base.  It also became a 
centre for parachute training.  In 1992 however, after almost sixty years as a RAF station the 
base was taken over by the Army and became home for two logistics regiments and the name 
changed to Dalton Barracks.  
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The airfield is still used for helicopter training and a wide range of army activities – 
assembling and defending supply columns, establishing field hospitals, battle training etc. 
 
 
 
 
THE APPRAISAL GROUP 
 
 
Volunteers for the appraisal Group were obtained from the open meeting held in the village and 
they were divided into three groups to research the present position and propose future 
requirements. - 
 
TRANSPORT/TRAFFIC 
 
CAROLINE PARKIN  [PARISH COUNCILLOR] 
ALF BURTON 
KEN SEXTON 
GRAHAM PINSON 
JANINE ELLIOTT 
 
Their brief was to consider: - 
 
Present traffic flow through the village. 
Traffic speeds through the village. 
Intersections in the village. 
Methods of traffic calming. 
Weight restrictions. 
Bus services. 
Airfield use/traffic. 
Pollution. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/RECREATION 
 
BILL TAYLOR  [PARISH COUNCILLOR] 
JANE COOK 
JUDY STUBLEY 
CLAUDIA ROBERTS 
 
 
Their brief was to consider: - 
 
Crime and security. 
Present and future facilities/social activities within the village. 
Public facilities available within the village 
Facilities for young people and senior citizens 
Liaison with Church and Army. 
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Pavements/Footpaths/cycle ways within the village. 
Street lighting. 
Guide book/newsletter for the village. 
 
 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT/EMPLOYMENT 
 
MADELEINE RUSSELL  [PARISH COUNCILLOR] 
DAVID CALVERT  [PARISH COUNCILLOR] 
DAPHNE TONKS [Church Hall representative] 
VICKY TALBOT 
GORDON DAWSON 
RICHARD BAHU 
 
 
Their brief was to consider :- 
 
Present housing review of the village. 
Present proposals for development. 
Requirements for affordable housing. 
Present employment within the village. 
Future employment opportunities within the village. 
Provision of Village Hall/Open Space. 
Airfield development. 
Future development/land use of village. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
Shippon has specific problems being divided between the old Village which centres around the 
Church and Public House and which consists mostly of private housing and the Army 
establishment, Dalton Barracks whose housing is leased and run by Annington Homes a housing 
association and the Army land which is still owned by MOD Defence Estates. 
 
 
Ordnance Survey Map showing areas marked Shippon [red], Dalton Barracks within security 
fence [blue] and MOD Land [green]. 
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As a result the community of Shippon has a complex interaction between civilians and military 
personnel. 
 
To obtain the resident’s views a Questionnaire was sent to every household in the Village and the 
Army sent them to all Officer and NCOs households.  However, there were only 4 replies from 
military households.   
 
Dalton barracks has 347 houses plus barracks, the Officers Mess and the Sergeants Mess.  There 
is a total of 1200 military personnel working at Dalton Barracks plus associated family members 
living in Shippon.  Military personnel and their families have the majority of their physical 
resources provided by the Army and a considerable welfare organisation to provide their 
social/recreational requirements. 
 
Hereafter, referred to, as the Village is the remainder of Shippon, which consists of 149 houses, 
plus the Church, Manor School, Stowford House site and the farmyards.  There are 379 residents 
in these houses including children. 
 
 
 
 
 

Total of Shippon Village that responded – 73% 
 
Households that responded to the survey   108 
 
Total of people in survey     275 
 
 
 
Population age within Shippon Village 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Population 
within age 
ranges 

  0-4   5-10  11-15  16-17  18-24 25-44  45-59  60-64 65-74  75-84  85+ 
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Age Ranges 
 
Ages 17 and under  20% 
Ages 18 to 64   57% 
Ages 65 and over  23% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC 
 
 
TRAFFIC 
 
The increase in traffic through the village of Shippon has turned it from a sleepy village to a rat-
run for vehicles during the morning and evening peak period. 
 
This results from the close proximity of the A34, which gives access to Oxford, the M4 and the 
M40.  Congestion on the A34 and at the Marcham interchange results in motorists using 
Gozzards Ford lane, Barrow Road and Faringdon Road as an alternative route to Oxford and 
Abingdon.  Also traffic traveling south uses the Village as a route to access the A34. 
 
There are also 3 large secondary schools within 0.5 miles of the Village and a junior school 
within the Village boundary, which generate large volumes of traffic through the Village. 
In addition the new ABITS scheme [Abingdon Integrated Traffic System,] has resulted in such 
congestion in the centre of Abingdon, that the volume of traffic deviating through Shippon since 
2007 has increased. 
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SURVEY RESULTS 
 
The survey showed that 88% of residents travel in and out of the Village using their own motor 
vehicles.  Only 3.3% of journeys are made by bus and 6% using cycles. 
 
Improvements in road safety were requested by the majority of respondents, with 47% wanting 
improvements in Barrow Road, 30% in Elm Tree Walk and 21% in Faringdon Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speeding in the Village was a perceived problem by residents.  Some  57% of responses applied 
to Barrow Road and 28% to Faringdon Road. 
 
The necessity for speed control measures was endorsed by the majority [85%] of respondents.   
The most favoured options in order of preference were: - 

1. Chicanes 
2. Sleeping Policemen 
3. Rumble Strips. 
 

Although in the questionnaire no mention was made of a one-way system in Elm Tree Walk, in 
the supporting comments on traffic there were a considerable number of requests for this to be 
introduced. 
 
ROADS IN SHIPPON 
 
There are only 4 main roads in Shippon;  
Faringdon Road, Cholswell Road, Long Tow and Barrow Road.  
All other roads are minor domestic access roads serving housing. 
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Barrow Road 
 
A narrow main road into the Village, which carries a large volume of traffic and has no central 
road marking along its entire length.  It also serves as the main entrance/exit to Dalton barracks 
and the Airfield.  Heavy multi-vehicle military convoys use this road to access the A34.  It is also 
one of the main routes to the Manor School, the School of St Helen and St Katherine, Larkmead 
School and Abingdon School and used by a considerable number of school coaches and parents  
transporting children.  
 
 

 
 
 
There is a considerable volume of HGVs using this road through the Village as 
1.  This road is part of the HGV Test Route. 
2.  Contracts for lorry and bus driver training etc. on the airfield request access via the A34. 
Marcham Road and Barrow Road to the main entrance.  However, this is not always adhered to. 
3.  At the present time there is no weight restriction on Barrow Road and this road is not of a 
sufficient standard to accommodate the large vehicles. 
 
Several traffic surveys have been undertaken and in September 2008 the Parish Council paid for 
a weeks survey at 2 points on Barrow Road to confirm the speeds and volumes of traffic. 
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1.  Traffic speeds on the half-mile straight, past the entrance to Dalton Barracks result in an 
average speed of 43 mph on entry to the Village, which reduces to 34 mph at the Prince of Wales 
Public House. 
2.  Since 2007 there has been a significant increase in traffic using Barrow Road and 
consequently through the rest of the Village. 
 
Where Barrow road goes through the village there are four significant danger points. 
1)  A near blind bend on entering the village 
2)  The Elm Tree Walk short cut 
3)  The lack of footpath from the Old Manor to Faringdon road 
4)  The T-junction of Barrow and Faringdon road 
 
 
Action:   The Parish Council is asked to reconsider applying for a weight restriction. 
 
Action:   

1. Place rumble strips at the entrance to the Village as the most economical solution. 
2.  A chicane to be considered in the future if the strips fail to be effective. 

 
Action:   Dotted central white lines along Barrow Road, from Gozzards Ford Lane to the entry 
to the Village, to help motorists appreciate the width of the road and drive accordingly, as verges 
are poor and irregular. 
 
Action:   The Parish Council to purchase either a battery operated movable Speed Indicator 
Device or a screw fix base for speed awareness control. 
Implemented:  Screw fix bases are being installed on Cholswell and Barrow Roads in June 
2010. 
 
Action:   NAG7 to be requested to action more police mobile speed traps throughout the 
Village, particularly during term times, and between the times the SID machine is in operation. 
 
 
 
Elm Tree Walk 
 
Elm Tree Walk is a connecting road between Barrow and Faringdon Road.  The first 200 yards is 
a typically narrow country road without footpaths and lighting and no defined road edges.  The 
remainder of the road is of a higher standard with footpaths and lighting.  Elm Tree Walk serves 
as an exit road for 2 housing estates.  This connecting link results in it being used during peak 
hours as  

1. A cut through to Oxford 
2. A way of school traffic avoiding the wait at the end of Barrow Road. 

 
For a relatively short road, Elm Tree Walk attracted a disproportionate number of comments.  
16% of respondents commented in varying terms that the road was simply a rat run in the 
mornings.     The majority of respondents asked for a one-way system to be implemented.  
The current chicane system was not felt to be effective due to lack of 2-way traffic and received 
a net adverse reaction. 
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Action: Parish Council to consult further with the Village residents on the implementation of a 
‘No Entry’ from Barrow Road [access only for the farm houses], to alleviate the above problems. 

 
 
Faringdon Road/Cholswell Road/Long Tow 
 
Faringdon road comes from Abingdon and originally went to Gozzards Ford until it was 
truncated by the airfield construction. 
 
From the entrance to the Village on Long Tow, along Cholswell Road and Faringdon Road to the 
A34 Bridge there are considerable problems with speed.  Long Tow and Cholswell Road have a 
40 mph speed limit and this only reduces to 30 mph at the Faringdon Road. 
This is questionable because: - 

1. The corner junction of Long Tow and Cholswell Road is hazardous with various exits 
from Dalton Barracks and the numerous married quarters in this area. 

2. There are bus stops on both sides of Cholswell Road and Long Tow. 
3. Children need to cross the road to get to school. 

 
A traffic survey undertaken by the Parish Council has confirmed a speed and volume problem in 
the area.  Motorists speed throughout the Village.  The Army has also requested that the Parish 
Council address this problem.  Density of Army housing, a crèche and 6 bus stops all necessitate 
a reduction in the speed limit. 
 
Action:  The speed limit entering the Village at Long Tow to be reduced to 30 mph and to 
continue throughout the Village.  The installation of additional street lighting on Cholswell Road 
would facilitate this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUS SERVICES 
 
When the survey was undertaken only 7% of residents used the bus service regularly, with a 
further 17% using it occasionally.  However, since 2008 and the extension of the scheme for free 
bus passes for senior citizens there has been an increased usage.  The Express X3 service 
between Abingdon and Oxford is increasingly used and many residents would like a better feeder 
service to this route. 
 
Only 9% of people felt that the present bus service was adequate for their needs, and 49% felt it  
to be poor. 
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It is clear from the results that between 83% and 93% never use the service and that they would 
if it could be improved in the following ways:- 

1. There is no bus service from Oxford between the one leaving at 18.15 hours and 23.28 
hours on a Monday to Saturday.  There is an evening service 4B from Oxford that goes 
down the Wootton Road and bypasses the Village.  If some buses could be diverted 
through the Village, many people felt they would use it rather than drive to Oxford. 

2. The last bus that comes via Shippon leaves Oxford at 23.28 hours.  It would help if a later 
bus could be diverted through Shippon. 

3. There is no service at all on Sundays and Bank Holidays. 
4. A low-rise facility is required for children’s buggies and people unable to use the high 

step on the regular buses. 
 
Many people felt that the new traffic system in Abingdon had significantly impacted on their 
journeys in and out of Shippon and that if they could, they would use a more regular bus service. 
 
Action:  The Parish Council to consider these points and to take them up with the bus provider. 
 
Implemented:  With effect from 6th June 2010 the evening, Sunday and Bank Holiday Service is 
now diverted through Shippon. 
 
 
PAVEMENTS 
 
The survey produced many comments on sidewalks and pavements in Shippon. 
 
Concern was expressed on the following areas: - 

1. Barrow Road has no continuous pavement between Elm Tree Walk and the Faringdon 
Road.  This is used not only by residents to access the facilities in the Village, but also as 
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a daily route by school children.  As the road is too narrow to accommodate the volume 
of traffic, in particular lorries and school coaches this makes it a priority area for action.  

2. Elm Tree Walk is a narrow Lane without a distinct pavement and poor lighting.  This 
route is frequently used by school children.  A problem in daylight but even worse in the 
dark. 

3. Faringdon Road has a continuous pavement on the west side but the maintenance of this 
has been poor and many tree roots now protrude, breaking the surface.  This was 
highlighted by many residents as difficult to use for pushchairs and wheelchairs.  

 
Other more general problems were raised on pavements in the village. 

1. Vegetation overgrowing the pavements, thus reducing the width for access and sight lines 
for traffic. 

2. Motor vehicles parked on pavements, which forces pedestrians to move into the road.  
Not only is it illegal to block the pavement by parking, but also it is dangerous for 
pedestrians and in some roads in the Village can prevent access for emergency vehicles. 

3. The general standard of pavements in the Village were considered to have deteriorated in 
recent years with trees/shrubbery roots protruding, uneven surfaces remaining after water 
meters fitted and drive ways created.  Maintenance is required to bring them all back to a 
reasonable standard. 

 
 
Action:  The Parish Council to contact Highways to ascertain if any improvement can be made 
to the existing pavement in Barrow Road and the provision of a continuous pavement between 
Elm Tree Walk and Faringdon Road. 
 
Action:  The Parish Council to contact Highways with a view to general improvements in the 
pavements of the Village, in particular Faringdon Road.  
Implemented:  Highways have scheduled work for the pavement in Faringdon Road.  
 
 
Action:  The Parish Council to notify residents who do not control overgrowing vegetation and 
if not actioned ask Highways to undertake the work and charge the resident. 
 
 
 
STREET LIGHTING 
 
 
The question of lighting proved that we cannot please all of the people all of the time.   Whilst 
some wanted improved lighting others wanted less outside their homes.  The safety issue versus 
the light pollution issue. 
There was some agreement on areas namely: 
 
Elm Tree Walk where it joins Barrow road is poorly lit and a dangerous junction. 
 
Cholswell Road:  The Army have asked that this be lit and on the whole people agreed that this 
was an area in the village that needed to be looked at, school children living in quarters along 
that road have to walk in very poor light in the Winter months. 
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Barrow Road junction with Faringdon road.  Again, people having to cross the road here have 
very little light to help them and as the traffic coming down Barrow road has increased it has 
become more dangerous. 
 
A better standard of downward illumination would help to make the lighting outside people’s 
homes less intrusive. 
 
Generally people felt throughout the Village that repairs to faulty lighting could be undertaken 
faster. 
 
Action: The Parish Council to look at lighting at the Elm Tree Walk/Barrow Road junction when 
it considers the ‘No Entry’ proposal. 
 
Action:  The Parish Council and residents to monitor street lighting and report faults swiftly to 
Oxfordshire County Council on 0800 317802 giving the number of the lamp which is displayed 
on the post. 
 
Action:  The Parish Council in liaison with the Army to provide adequate lighting on Cholswell 
Road. The case on safety grounds has been made, and agreed with OCC, however, 
implementation depends on obtaining funding. 
 
Action:  The Parish Council to request Highways to review the lighting at the junction of Barrow 
Road and Faringdon Road . 
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ENVIRONMENT/RECREATION 
 
 
REFUSE COLLECTION 
 
Domestic waste and recycling waste are collected weekly and green waste and cardboard are 
collected fortnightly if a brown bin is obtained from the Vale at an annual charge of £33.  The 
Vales contract for waste collection will be renegotiated from October 2010 and this should 
increase considerably the amount of recycling achieved. 
The survey showed that overall 91% of residents rated the Vale’s present arrangements for the 
collection of refuse as reasonable to good. 
 
 
LITTER BINS/DOG BINS 
 
Residents clearly stated that there were insufficient litter and dog bins in the Village. 
 
Dog Bins 
 
Since the survey was sent out there have been improvements in the number of dog bins.  There 
are now 3 dog bins provided in Shippon Village, one on the airfield by the Guardroom of the 
main gate, one on Cholswell Road at the junction with Sycamore Close and the new bin on the 
Faringdon Road/Elm Tree Walk junction. 
It is hoped that the increased number of dog bins will alleviate dog-fouling problems. 
 
Action:  Residents should monitor that the dog bins are emptied regularly and if not notify the 
Vale of the White Horse District Council tel. no. 01235-520202. 
 
 
Litter Bins 
 
There is a litter bin in the narrow section of Elm Tree Walk, although it is reported that it is 
sometimes used for household rubbish and is not emptied regularly enough resulting in the area 
being surrounded by rubbish. 
 
Many residents requested further litter bins in the areas where children access the schools and on 
Long Tow. 
 
Action:  Parish Council to request the Vale to provide litter bins at the junction of Faringdon and 
Cholswell Roads, the entrance to Rookery Close and in the schools areas. 
 
Action:  Parish Council to write to the Army and schools to request them to monitor litter in 
their areas and seek improvements.  Also to request they participate in occasional litter-pick 
exercises. 
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FLOODING 
 
Though most people [82%] have no problems with flooding there are 2 areas where problems 
have occurred in the past. 
. 
1.  The airfield drains via culverts in the Faringdon Road [on the Army side of the gate] to the 
main drains.  When this ditch becomes overgrown with vegetation and blocked with leaves etc. 
the culvert exit become clogged and the area near the gates floods quite badly.  

 
 
 
 
2.  Flooding problems in Faringdon Road in relation to the contours of the land and Wildmoor 
Brook, which is culverted under the Faringdon Road and then reappears briefly in the Front 
garden of Church Farm House.  

 
Action:  The Army needs to monitor the airfield drain and clear regularly. 
 
Action:  All Landowners should ensure where the Wildmoor Brook flows through their 
properties that the course of the stream is maintained free from vegetation and debris, which 
could cause obstructions. 
 
FOOTPATHS 
 
There is only one footpath in the village.  It runs from the side of Stowford House towards the 
allotments on Long Tow and then over the footbridge to Copenhagen Drive.  This gives access to 
north Abingdon.  The main users appears to be school children using a short cut to school, dog 
walkers and people out for a stroll. 
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There is an informal path to the army houses off Long Tow which runs behind Cherry Tree 
Close and across the back of the sports field.  This is mainly used by school children going to 
Larkmead School. 
 
POLLUTION 
 
1.  The biggest cause of pollution [41% complained] is the increasing and incessant traffic noise 
from the A34.  Many houses in Barrow Road and the Faringdon Road are badly affected, as are 
other houses that face towards the A34.  
Putting up bunds and or planting a screen of trees along the A34 could effect possible 
improvements.  Another measures could be the change of road surface. 
The land that borders the A34 now belongs to the School of St Helen and St Katherine and is 
being developed as a sports field.   As a result of the planning application for the lacrosse pitches 
a band of tree planting has been undertaken along the A34 for the length of the site.  When these 
trees are established they should provide some reduction in the noise levels. 
Village traffic noise is quoted by 18%.  School buses and lorries using our roads possibly cause 
some of this. 
 
2.  The second most annoying interference arises from flying activities [23% complained about 
aircraft/helicopter activities].  There is a useful DVD which explains the whys and wherefore of 
helicopter training.  These military flights do have to practice somewhere.  It would be useful to 
encourage people to see or borrow this DVD. 
The 612 Glider Training Squadron flies constantly at weekends.  Possibly there could be some 
restriction on the time allowed for evening flights on the summer weekends in consideration of 
local residents. 
Military exercises are only mentioned in 5% of answers, so these do not present any problems. 
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Action:  Parish Council and residents to lobby the Highways Agency to ensure that when the 
A34 is resurfaced a noise reduction surface is used and acoustic fencing considered to try and 
reduce noise levels. 
 
Action:  The Army in liaison with the 612 Volunteer Gliding Squadron to be requested to 
consider reducing the evening flying hours on summer weekends. 
 
Action:  Residents should be encouraged to see and borrow the DVD ‘Operating in a Hostile 
World – The Case for Low Flying’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Most of the ‘organised’ social activities within the village are centred on the Church of St Mary 
Magdalene, the Prince of Wales Pub, The Friends of Shippon or with the Army.   
 
Our Village Church hold services every Sunday at 10.30 a.m.  The parochial Church Council 
also holds a series of popular events. 
Each year we have a Summer Fayre in June, with a good range of stalls for plants, refreshments, 
games, tombola, white elephant, and a superb bookstall. 
Later there is a Winter Fayre on similar lines for Christmas. 
 
In the last few years John Morley has arranged 2 book sales each year.  It takes a lot of time to 
arrange but it is a useful and popular event. 
Appropriately there is a Harvest Supper in the Autumn.  There have also been wine tastings, 
barbecues and visits by choirs.  There is also a Ladies Lunch Club catered for by Daphne Tonks 
and which meets on the third Thursday of each month. 
 
In October 2009, Punch Taverns placed the Prince of Wales Pub up for sale.   In December the 
Parish Council received an application for the Change of Use of the building to a private 
dwelling.  This caused considerable consternation within the village as it was considered one of 
the few remaining public facilities available to residents.  A petition signed by over 400 people 
and numerous letters, all asked for a public house to be retained.  The Parish Council objected 
as a result of public opinion, to the ‘Change of Use’ also wishing to keep the pub as a facility.  
The Change of Use was then withdrawn.  
 John and Ruth Binning have purchased the property and it is now trading as a free house.  
Refurbishment work is being undertaken and meals are now available.  The landlord Philip 
Radbourne [formally of the Woodstock Arms and the George in Oxford], will be pleased to 
welcome anyone and discuss the future plans.  We hope it will have support from all the 
residents of the village 
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Following the work on the Shippon Plan it was felt there was a need for more social activities 
within the Village.  Various avenues were explored to find how to initiate this process to cover 
the range of people within the village.  As a result a committee volunteered and ‘The Friends of 
Shippon’ was formed whose overriding aim is to bring together people living in the village and 
so to create a stronger sense of community.  The group has a mixture of monthly meetings some 
of which are presentations by organisations such as the Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds, The Ley Community and Helen and Douglas House, some which are to inform residents of 
services available in the area such as the NHS Falls Service and the Army Liaison from Dalton 
Barracks and some of which are social events like the Christmas Quiz and Cheese and Wine 
evening.  The group is also liaising with the Church and will have a summer barbecue in 
conjunction with them.  Clubs and outings are under consideration and feedback and comments 
would be appreciated from the community. 
 
We are particularly pleased about the increasing number of links with Dalton Barracks.  The 
Army has a Community Centre down Cholswell Road which has coffee and sandwiches available 
and is open Monday to Friday mornings from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.  Further information is 
available from the Army Welfare Office on 01235-543832. 
 
Invited members of the public, local councillors and sundry people who have dealings with the 
Army were lucky enough to see a presentation by the Army which included a talk by the C.O. 
[Colonel Kelly] on what the 2 Logistics Regiments based here do.  There were displays of the 
weapons used, the heavy vehicles used by Logistics, the bomb disposal robots, the 612 Volunteer 
Gliding Squadron and finally of the organisation of a supply convoy in action.   All of this was 
really interesting.  We hope there will be similar displays for a more general public.  There 
could be no better way to improve liaison with our Army neighbours. 
 
We are lucky in having the Army here.  They keep the Airfield and surrounds tidy, we have very 
few problems with antisocial behaviour.  The Army actively co-operates in the local Summer 
Fayre etc.  Army heavy traffic does not go through the Village.  
 
The Manor School has allowed use of its tennis courts in the summer months, which is much  
appreciated.  Enquires should be made at the school office. 
 
The South West Mobile Library visits Shippon and parks in Elm Tree Walk, on every alternate 
Monday afternoon from 3.55 pm to 4.10 pm.  They can be contacted on tel no. 01235-813102 
 
 
There were a wide range of responses to the question about the need for clubs and social 
activities within the village. 
 
The most popular requests/ suggestions were for 
gardening club 
senior citizens/U3A 
pilates course 
bridge club 
art/drama and music clubs 
choir 
band 
whist drives 
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Many of these activities share a common need.  We do not have a village hall and there is 
therefore no meeting place.  The present Church Hall has restricted access except by special 
arrangement.  The Church does not own it and there are limitations in the letting arrangements. 
 
Most people some 85% approved of having a local Shippon newsletter.  This needs to be put on 
a regular basis, a job for a future group to address.  A web site is an easier and more interactive 
way for the Village to improve communication. 
 
Action:  A Village Hall is essential for Shippon.  It needs a committee established to further 
the project by researching possible sites and finances required. 
 
Action:  Volunteers are required to undertake the regular production of a newsletter and to run 
relevant interest groups. 
 
Action:  Discussion needs to be undertaken with Parish Council for a web site for the Village. 
Implemented:  The Parish Council has contributed to the Wootton and Dry Sandford website, 
www.wads-village.co.uk, which has a section for Shippon. 
 
 
YOUTH IN SHIPPON 
 
The facilities that are available within reach of the Village: - 
 
Play areas with equipment for younger children 
1.  The west end of Hawthorne Avenue. 
2.  Between Cherry Tree Drive and Laburnum Avenue 
3.  Manor School - Tennis courts available after school and during holidays. 
4.  Sandleigh Road, Dry Sandford  - Large field with enclosed play area for children of 10 and 
under.  Access is from Sandleigh Road via a small footpath. 
5.  Tilsley Park - Enclosed children's play area suitable for children up to 12 years of age.  There 
is also a play wall for ball games.  Track events, all weather pitches for football and hockey. 
6.  Leisure centre, Audlett Drive -  Swimming, tennis, badminton, keep fit, gym and many 
courses available. 
7.  Wootton and Dry Sandford Community Centre. – Football, karate, badminton and cricket. 
Contact – Zara French tel no. 01865-327283 
8.  Youth Clubs –  Tuesdays 6 – 8 pm in the Youth Centre by the Army Community Centre 

on Cholswell Road. 
 Fridays 4 – 8 pm  Sailing on Farmoor Reservoir during the summer. 
 [All young people over 8 years of age]    
    Contact- Emma Link, Community Development Worker on 07768 465559 
    
        Tuesdays 7 – 9 pm in the Wootton and Dry Sandford Community Centre.  
   Ages 11 years and upwards. 
 

Net Youth Centre, Stratton Way, Abingdon.  Covers ages 13 to 19.  Many 
activities, which include youth clubs, music, judo, motorcycling and film 
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nights.  Contact tel no. 01235-521469 or www.spired.com for further 
information. 

 
9.  Scouting this is located in the Scout Hut at the end of the Faringdon Road inside the Airfield 
gate.  There are 3 age groups covered. 
Cubs age 8 to 10.5 years meet on Wednesdays 7 to 9 pm. 
Air Scouts age 10.5 to 14 [both available for boys and girls] meet on Wednesdays 7 to 9 pm. 
Explorer Scouts for 14 and above, meet on Tuesdays 8 to 10 pm.   
The contact person is Mr A Reed on 01235-550741.  His Emil address is 
gsl7thabingdon@hotmail.co.uk 
 
10.  Air Training Corps  - Tuesdays and Thursdays 7 – 9.30 pm, for ages 13 to 20.  The ATC 
Building at Whitecross.  Links to the glider training programme, camps and adventure activities. 
Contact – Fl. Lt. Joan Smith tel no. 01235-538955 
 
Action:  Further work could be undertaken to discover if more facilities are required by the 
youth of Shippon. 
 
 
 
 
CRIME AND SECURITY 
 
We live in a comparatively safe area. 
 
Using annual figures from the end of 2007 for St Helens Without [ which includes Cothill, 
Gozzards Ford,  and Dry Sandford] there was a total of 42 offences: 
16 of these included some form of violence,  
there was 6 cases of burglary[ though only 2 from private dwellings] 
3 crimes involving cars 
10 crimes involving criminal damage  
7 other offences. 
This is less than 1 crime per week. 
 
In Shippon from 1 January 2008 to 31 May 2008 there were 6 recorded crimes 
2 Thefts - 1 involving a motor vehicle, 1 elsewhere 
1 Burglary - not from a private dwelling 
1 Criminal damage 
1 Harassment 
1 Domestic incident 
 
Thames Valley Police have made considerable efforts to improve their service.  In December 
2006 the Police initiated Neighbourhood Action Groups to help in developing a more flexible 
and responsive policing service.  These groups are composed of police officers, local parish and 
district councillors, army welfare officer, youth leaders, school representatives [pupils] and 
people involved with their local community.  Their brief is to identify local problems [e.g. 
traffic, antisocial behaviour, graffiti,] exchange information and discuss ways of dealing with 
these difficulties.  The Police were able to supply information on resources and methods and 
local people knew where incidents occurred and their frequency.  
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Shippon together with 20 other villages forms NAG7, rural Outer Abingdon.   The area of NAG7 
is from Wytham in the north, to Marcham in the south, from Kennington and Radley in the east 
to Appleton in the west.  Through public meetings with the NAG7 members and the police, the 
group identified and prioritised for the police, the worst problems in this area.  The overall result 
for NAG7 was speeding, antisocial behaviour and parking for initial action. There are many 
other problems i.e. criminal damage, under age drinking, fly tipping, theft etc. and efforts will be 
made to reduce them all.   As a result surveys have been carried out and methods discussed - 
police presence, road humps, speed indicator devices used to reduce speeds.  In the same way 
antisocial behaviour, graffiti, teenage drinking and criminal damage have all been discussed and 
efforts made to reduce them.  So far results from NAG’s have been encouraging.   
 
To report a crime. 
 
If you are reporting an emergency, phone 999. An emergency is a situation where: 
 • there is danger to life 
 • there is a risk of serious injury 
 • a crime is in progress or about to happen 
 • an offender is still at the scene or has just left. 
The police aim to arrive at emergencies in urban areas within 15 minutes. 
 
If your call is not an emergency contact the police on 08458 505505. This is a local rate 
telephone number. The operator will then connect you to the person or department you want. 
Remember- only use this number if you are reporting an incident in the Thames Valley Police 
area. 
Your neighbourhood Police Officer is PC Katrin Gardener No 1478  
Your Police Community Support Officer is Laura Schmid No C9932 
Information is available on the web site at www.thamesvalley.police.uk 
 
Your NAG7 representatives are 
Madeleine Russell Parish Councillor    contact tel no. 01235-523557 
Bill Taylor Parish Councillor     contact tel no. 01235-523557 
Cpt Richard Horsman 12LSR Welfare Officer  contact tel no. 01235-548131 
 
A great deal of help is available from the Police.  They will arrange for a Crime Prevention 
Officer to give a talk to a local group or undertake an assessment of an individual home to 
improve security. 
 
Action:  To ensure Shippon remains a safe village to live in all residents are requested to be 
vigilant and notify the police or your NAG representative of all incidents that occur. 
 
Action:  Resurrect the Neighbourhood Watch Group in Shippon if sufficient support and 
assistance can be obtained for the scheme. 
 
 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
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There was a thoughtful and interesting response to the question about improving the village for 
the people living and working here. 
Foremost amongst these is the availability for general use of a village hall, there is a Church Hall 
but access is limited as is parking. 
 
Safety comes quite high with particular reference to lack of pavements and street lighting. 
[See sections on street lighting and pavements] 
 
Residents who back onto the airfield comment that the Shippon dispersal area is frequently used 
for HGV training, bus driving and some military use.  There are no toilet facilities there and 
unfortunately hedgerows and boundary fences are used instead, which is a nuisance for the 
residents. 
 
Open spaces would be a popular improvement; a favoured area would be near the Pub, perhaps 
with some seating.  It would, together with a village hall help to create a centre for the village.  
This is widely advocated. 
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Our environment offers generally a quiet and peaceful atmosphere.  We have easy access to 
Abingdon itself, to the A34, Wantage, the villages and also Oxford.  In addition there are locally 
facilities for bird watching and a nature reserve at Dry Sandford.  There are spaces for recreation, 
jogging, walking and cycling. 
 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT/EMPLOYMENT 
 
 
PRESENT HOUSING REVIEW OF VILLAGE 
 
Private Housing 
There are 147 houses in Shippon village, which are all privately owned.  Other than the 
Farmhouses they are mostly 3 bedroomed or more detached houses of considerable size.  There 
is no social or affordable housing in the village.   Stowford Cottages 1 and 2 and Charisma 
belong to the Vale Housing Association and are occupied by Learning Disabled clients As a 
result there are no smaller houses for first time buyers or for people to downsize to.  
This excludes the MOD housing which are all leased by the MOD from Annington Homes a 
Housing Association. 
 
The survey found that of these 147 houses:- 
 
 92% are owned occupied 
 8% are privately rented. 
 
Houses with single occupancy in the village are 15% 
 
Alternative accommodation is required for individuals in 5% of these households. 
 
Reasons requiring alternative accommodation 
 
 Single children unable to afford to purchase property in local area. 
 Sheltered accommodation for elderly/disabled residents. 
 Lack of smaller houses available for first time buyers or downsizing in the village. 
 Lack of local authority/housing association accommodation to rent. 
 
MOD Housing 
 
In November 1996 the MOD sold all their houses at Dalton Barracks [and throughout the UK] to 
a housing association Annington Homes on a 999-year lease.  The houses the MOD then 
required they leased back from Annington Homes on a 200-year lease.  Any houses that become 
surplus to MOD requirements they then relinquish their leases and Annington Homes can sell 
them on the open market.  However, at the present time with the additional regiment coming to 
Dalton Barracks in 2008, there is now a shortage of accommodation for married soldiers. 
 
Action:  To ensure any future infilling or development within the village is appropriate and 
maintains the rural aspects of the Village. 
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Action:  Additional housing meets the needs of the present Shippon residents.   Parish and 
District Councils are requested to note and ensure that resident’s views are taken into account in 
any future development. 
 
 
 
Listed buildings 
 
The following buildings within Shippon have been ‘Listed’ as being of special architectural or 
historic interest. 
 
Barrow Road 
North Side 
Vine Cottage [No. 58] 
Nos. 62 and 66 
No. 72  
Barn approximately 25m NW of No. 74 
South Side 
No. 35 [The Old Manor] 
Church of St. Mary Magdalene 
 
Faringdon Road 
East Side 
The Manor Preparatory School [Formerly listed as Manor House] 
Barn approximately 20m NE of The Manor Preparatory School 
Manor Cottage 
West Side 
The White House 
Church Farmhouse and attached outbuildings 
Stable approximately 15m NW of Church Farmhouse and attached outbuildings 
Church Farm House and Church Farm Cottage approximately 100m SW of The Manor School    
 
 
 
 
 
 
FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE VILLAGE 
 
Resident’s views were requested on any future developments within the village and the 
following responses obtained: - 
 
1.  Could Shippon accommodate more new housing? 
 Yes   46% 
 No   37% 
 Do not know  17% 
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2.  The type of accommodation Shippon needs 
 Small family/single homes     49% 
 Large family/executive homes    20% 
 Homes for people with disabilities/sheltered housing 11% 
 No further homes      20% 
 
 
 
3.  More accommodation of the following types of housing 
 Owner occupied      54% 
 Shared ownership via Housing association   16.5% 
 Disability housing      16.5% 
 Private rented       7% 
 Social housing       6% 
 
4.  The type of housing development most acceptable 
 Conversion of redundant buildings    34% 
 Small groups of less than 10     22% 
 Single dwellings      21% 
 Carefully designed larger groups    3% 
 Expansion of the edge of the village    4% 
 None        16% 
 
At present there are several sites within the village where future development or change of use is 
known to be under consideration.  
 
1.  Stowford House 
 
2.  Manor School/  St Helen and St Katherine School playing field. 
 
3.  Farmyards/land owned by John and Ruth Binning 
 
4.  Dalton Barracks/Airfield 
 
 
All planning approvals under the Vale of the White Horse District Council are regulated by their 
Local Plan 2011, the key points of which apply to Shippon are:- 
 
General Locational Policy: 
The General Locational Strategy is to allow small scale development within built-up areas of the 
villages, provided that important areas of open land and their rural character are protected.  It is 
stated that “Villages are generally not sustainable locations for new development in that most 
people will be likely to travel by car to jobs and services”.  The council recognises, however, that 
some limited development can be acceptable and can maintain lovely village communities and 
existing services.  Using small sites within villages, particularly areas of previously developed 
land can also help to reduce the need to build on greenfield sites elsewhere. 
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New Housing Development 
Shippon is a village washed over by the Green Belt.  However, it is a designated village where 
limited infilling within the area defined by the Vale’s Proposal Map is allowed for 1 or 2 
dwellings or for a small group of dwellings to provide low cost housing for local people in 
perpetuity.  GS3 Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2011 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Efficient Use of Land 
The Local Plan states that “the Council will encourage the efficient use of land and buildings for 
housing purposes through a range of policies such as the subdivision of existing dwellings, 
enabling the change of use of existing buildings, encouraging higher densities and using 
previously developed land for housing development”   H14 Vale of White Horse Local Plan 
2011 
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Affordable Housing 
Policy H17 states that small-scale affordable housing schemes may be permitted within and on 
the edges of villages if it would meet a clearly established local need, it is within or adjacent to 
the existing built -up area and would not harm its character or setting and secure arrangements 
are made to ensure that all the houses will be occupied by local people in need of affordable 
housing.  H18 Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2011 
 
Dalton Barracks 
Dalton Barracks is one of the nine major developed sites in the Oxford Green Belt and the plan 
states “limited infilling and the partial redevelopment of the site will be permitted within the 
boundary on the Proposals map, GS4.    Provided that there would be no greater impact on the 
openness of the green belt or the purposes of including land within it, any infilling relaters to the 
continuing use of the site, any partial redevelopment is consistent with appropriate 
comprehensive long term plans for the site as a whole which contribute to the achievement of the 
objectives for the use of land in Green Belts, the buildings would not exceed the height of 
existing buildings, it would not lead to a major increase in the developed proportion of the site 
and it would not have an adverse impact on the landscape”.  GS4 Vale of White Horse Local 
Plan 2011 
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1.  Stowford House 
 
History 
 
Stowford House was built and opened in June 1976 as a care home for clients who have learning 
disabilities.  The site, which at present consists of a 26 bed unit and three 3-bedroomed houses, 
Stowford Cottages 1 and 2 and Charisma, at the front which accommodates another 9 residents. 
The offices of the South and Vale Supported Living Schemes are also accommodated in the main 
building.   At present there are parking places for 12 vehicles and 2 loading bays and during the 
day these are usually all occupied. 
 
The Supported Living Schemes is responsible for implementing and administering Social 
Services policy of community care and has resulted in 26 clients being rehoused in 5 houses, 5 
bungalows and 3 flats throughout the local area, with individual support being provided 
dependent on the residents abilities.   These houses in the local communities belong to Housing 
Associations and Stowford Cottages 1 and 2 and Charisma are now owned by the Vale Housing 
Association. 
 
Following the implementation of this policy it resulted in there being only 5 clients remaining in 
the main unit of Stowford House and as a result Oxfordshire Social Services authorised the sale 
of the site.   The site was tendered originally with the purchaser having to provide 
accommodation for the remaining 5 residents and this was unsuccessful.   Social Services then 
applied for planning permission for 2 specially adapted bungalows on the Old Clinic Site on the 
Faringdon Road near the junction with Wootton Road, and following approval of this, the 
Stowford site was retendered successfully. 
 
The purchaser is St Cloud Care, which is based in Ealing, London and provides nursing home 
care for the elderly.  Plans for the site have been approved for a 51-bed nursing home, the first 
floor for the frail elderly and the ground floor for dementia patients.    
Stowford House has now been demolished and it is expected that the building programme for the 
care home will last 12 to 14 months. 
 
 
Action:  Residents should monitor that traffic generated by the site is not excessive on an already 
very busy road.  It is expected that the traffic generated by a nursing home will be less than the 
traffic generated by Stowford House. 
 
 
2.  Manor School/ The School of St Helen and St Katherine  
 
 
History 
The school was first founded under the auspices of the Community of St Mary the Virgin in 
Wantage in 1848 and who then opened St Mary’s School in Wantage in 1873.  When this school 
prospered and became overcrowded a second one in the town, St Katherine’s was opened in 
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1894.  Under the guidance of Mother Lucy, the Mother Superior a branch of St Katherine’s was 
contemplated for Abingdon.  In 1903 the Community opened a new school St Helen’s School for 
Girls in the Wootton Road in Abingdon, with 11 pupils, 5 of prep school age.  The site in the 
Faringdon Road was obtained and in May 1904 the foundation stone of the school was formally 
laid by Queen Victoria's daughter, HRH Princess Christian and accompanied by her daughter 
Princess Victoria.  Through 1904/05 work continued on the new building and in January 1906 
there was an inaugural ceremony officiated by the Bishops of Oxford and Reading.   
 
In 1907 the junior part of St Helen’s was registered as a separate school by the Minister of 
Education.  In 1914 when the first Headmistress Sister Amy handed over to Sister Frances 
Beatrice the number had grown to over 100 children in the combined junior and senior schools.  
In 1915 Margaret Warrington, a Froebel trained teacher, became head of the prep department 
and the school continued to grow until 1933 when the house opposite called Far End was rented 
to accommodate the Junior School.  When this tenancy came to an end in 1937 a larger house 
Larkhill was rented and the school was operated from this site until moved in 1940, as the air 
raid precautions were inadequate to Northernhay.  With numbers increasing after the war the 
junior school had 83 pupils with really only space for 66. 
 
In 1947 Shippon Manor was put up for sale and the Governors agreed to its purchase.  However 
when it was discovered that the A34 was being planned and would reduce the space available for 
playing fields to 3 acres, the price was reduced to £9500 and the Manor plus the cottage 
occupied by a sitting tenant was purchased.  The prep school relocated to Shippon Manor in 
1948 and has been run from there ever since, being known as The Manor School.   
 
In 1959 when St Helen’s and St Katherine’s became a direct grant school and entry from the 
Manor was no longer guaranteed the Governors formed a separate Manor Committee to 
administer the junior school. 
 
Through the sixties with numbers increasing additional accommodation was required at the 
Manor and this was provided by the erection of temporary buildings [terrapins] as further 
capital expenditure was prevented by the rising staff salary costs from more lay staff being 
recruited.  By 1968 the closeness of the relationship with St Helen’s and St Katherine’s was 
being questioned, as it was inappropriate for the Governing Body of a Direct Grant School to 
conduct the affairs of a potentially independent prep school. 
 
In 1972 the Abingdon bypass route was settled and the road opened in October 1973.  It 
separated the 2 schools and the compensation awarded enabled the Manor to begin its first 
serious development programme with a block of classrooms [still of a temporary nature], a car 
park, a dinning hall and the footbridge over the bypass.  A sports hall was created by the 
conversion of the medieval barn.  By 1975 the number of pupils had risen to 293. 
 
By 1986 the planning consent for the temporary buildings was under serious threat by the 
Abingdon Council and new permanent buildings had to be considered.  In 1990 the first phase of 
the major development commenced with the construction of the Upper School block and an 
additional 3.75 acres of farmland were purchased from John and Ruth Binning for sports fields.  
This development of the Manor continued throughout the 1990’s  with new classroom blocks for 
the Middle and Lower school, a science and technology block, a new hall , new nursery and 
refectory.  A further 5 acres of land were purchased and the Manor obtained the freehold of their 
site from the Community of St Mary the Virgin in 1997. 
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At present the Manor has 18 classes educating children from 3 to 11 years of age with over 300 
pupils. 
 
In July 2006  St Helen’s and St Katherine’s and the Manor acquired Church Farm and the land 
surrounding it as a generous gift from John Duffield in memory of his mother. 
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[The area in red was given to the Manor Preparatory School and the area in blue to St. Helen and 
St. Katherine School] 
 
The Manor Preparatory School has received planning approval to convert Church Farm House [a 
listed building] to three 1-bedroomed flats and a 2-bedroomed house.  To date this approval has 
not been implemented. A master plan for the School for both sites over the next 20 years is now 
being developed. 
St Helens and St Katherine’s have obtained planning approval for the land they have been given 
at the Church farm site to accommodate 3 lacrosse pitches, which have now been constructed.  
 
 
Problems Encountered 
 
1.  Both Schools generate considerable traffic through the Village, cars and coaches and the 
Manor entrance on Faringdon Road at the start of the hill causes traffic congestion at peak 
periods. 
 
2.  The acquisition of Church Farm and any future development here, which has only one small 
entrance near the brow of the hill could increase the traffic problems in this area. 
 
 
Action:  Present school liaison is maintained by meetings between the Head and Bursar with 
Shippon Parish Councillors.  It is essential to maintain this. 
 
Action:  The Manor tennis courts have been offered for use of Shippon residents outside school 
hours and in the holidays.  This facility has been greatly appreciated by the village.  Further 
sharing of facilities with the local community needs to be explored by the Parish Council and the 
Friends of Shippon. 
Implemented:  The Church has been given free use of the School Hall for their quizzes. 
 
Action:  The schools traffic flows have to be constantly closely monitored and the Parish 
Council are requested to regularly communicate with the Heads to ensure parents are requested 
to use school coaches to reduce car usage and car users to show consideration for village 
residents by observing speed limits through the village. 
 
Action:  The future use of the Church Farm site to be closely monitored.  The planning approval 
for the lacrosse pitches restricts access to the site by vehicles to maintenance vehicles only.  The 
Parish Council to closely monitor this approval is abided by. 
 
 
3.  Farmyards and Land Owned by John and Ruth Binning 
 
John and Ruth Binning of Great Park Farm, Besselsleigh, are the main landowners in Shippon 
Village.  The farmland surrounding the Village on Barrow Road and Faringdon Road apart from 
that owned by private houses, the MOD, and the Church Farm site which now belongs to the 
Manor and St Helen’s and St Katherine’s schools, all belongs to them. 
They also own a considerable number of houses, which are rented to farm workers and private 
tenants. 
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They have over the years submitted a number of plans for the farmyard opposite the Church 
known as Manor Farmyard and the farmyard near the junction of Barrow and Faringdon Road 
known as Church Farmyard, which have not been approved. 
 
They obtained planning approval and built their new barn  off Barrow Road [opposite  the 
gliding hangar], which resulted  in  the cessation of farming activities in the Manor Farmyard 
and the Church Farmyard.   These sites have therefore not been used for farming activities for the 
last several years and have fallen into disuse.  However this, in itself, is not enough justification 
for allowing redevelopment on the sites. 
  
A proposal from John and Ruth Binning was put before the village for consideration, for the 
development of 3 sites within the village for approximately 18 houses and as planning gain the 
village would acquire the Church Hall with some land. 
 
This consisted of:- 
   
Site 1 Manor Farmyard - The proposal was for housing with a green space bordering onto 
Barrow Road and a green space between the new housing and No.1 Elm Tree Walk.  Developed 
within limits defined by old building ranges and general road building line. 
 
Site 2 - Almshouses Yard -  Demolition of the 2 semi-detached houses at the end of Elm Tree 
Walk and a green space on this plot. Distinctive housing set further back to improve setting of 
Almshouses to the border with the present field.   Buildings to contain and hide parking and 
service yard and backs of Almshouses. 
 
Site 3 - Church Farmyard - Housing development contained by surrounding walls and buildings 
without injuring the openness of the Green Belt. 
 
Site 4 - Church Hall - This site to be given to Shippon for a  Village Hall.  Access was proposed 
via a new road through Church Farm Yard.  
 
The plan would include the refurbishment and functioning of the village spring/fountain and the 
creation of a continuous footpath along Barrow Road behind the Church and through Church 
Farmyard. 
 
At the initial open meeting to set up the Shippon Appraisal Group, this plan was presented to the 
village and it was attached to the questionnaire when the views of the whole village were 
requested.   
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Results and Action Plan 
 
The analysis of the questionnaires gave the following results, however this needs to be qualified 
with the comments made:-  
 
In  favour in  principal -  66% 
 
Against any development - 14% 
 
No comment - 20% 
 
 
Comments made listed in order of importance 
 
1.  The majority of the support in favour was for the development of Manor Farm Yard, Church 
Farm Yard and the Village Hall, with less approval for the Almshouses Yard.  
 
2.  Considered acceptable subject to detailed discussion on the number and types of housing to 
ensure development is appropriate to the village.    
All sites should have sufficient parking facilities. 
The conversion of existing buildings  was requested with the retention of the old stonewalls 
which enhances the rural setting.   
The new proposals to be considered with overall development of the village. 
Smaller houses are required in the village. 
Social housing was requested 
 
3.  The majority were in favour of  the village hall as a facility greatly needed by the village at 
present and providing additional amenities for any further development .   
The land needs to be sufficient to provided car parking facilities, open space for young children 
and adolescents. 
The village to have ownership of the land and hall without restrictions. 
Trust fund for maintenance. 
 
4.  Concern of the effects on traffic and roads in particular Barrow Road and Elm Tree Walk, 
which are roads that suffer serious traffic issues presently.   
Access points for each site needs careful planning and consideration in conjunction with the 
future traffic control plans for the village roads.   The access point on Barrow Road for Church 
Farm Yard  and on Elm Tree Walk for the Almshouses Yard caused considerable concern. 
 
5. Development to include footpaths for Elm Tree Walk and Barrow Road.   
 
6.  The public open spaces were considered to be of considerable benefit to the village.  However 
there was concern regarding ownership of these and future maintenance. 
 
7.  The access road to the Hall at the back of Church was considered inappropriate unnecessary. 
 
8.  Bus routes and times need to improve to support the increased population. 
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Overall residents views were in favour of some development within the Village in 
particular the farmyards and if the Village benefited from this with the acquisition of a 
Village Hall and a central open space. 
 
Action:  Discussions need to be undertaken with the Vale of White Horse Planning 
Department and John and Ruth Binning, to ensure resident’s views are taken into 
consideration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  Dalton Barracks/Airfield 
 
Dalton Barracks 
History 
When the station became an Army military base in 1992 they renamed it Dalton Barracks. 
after Acting Assistant Commissary James Langley Dalton, who won the Victoria Cross at the 
Battle of Rorkes Drift, during the Zulu War in 1889.  There he superintended the work of defence 
and was amongst those receiving the first wave of attack, where he saved the life  
of a man by killing the Zulu assailant.  Although wounded himself, he continued to give the same 
display of cool courage throughout the action.  He was 46 at the time of the defence. 
He was born in London in 1833 and enlisted in the 85th Foot in 1849 at the age of 17.  In 1862 
he transferred to the Commissariat Corps where he was promoted to Sergeant Major and served 
with Sir Garnet Wolseley on the Red River Expedition in 1870. 
He retired from the Army in 1871 but by 1877 he was in South Africa and volunteered for service 
as Acting Assistant Commissary with the British Force.  It was largely due to his experience, 
which made the defence of Rorkes Drift such a success.  He died in South Africa  at the age of 53 
and is buried in the Russell Road Cemetery in Port Elizabeth. 
 
At present Dalton Barracks has 3 Regiments based here, 3 Logistic Support, 4 Logistic Support 
and 12 Logistic Support.  The Royal Logistics Corps is an essential part of the Army.  These 
Regiments are responsible  for providing supply and transport services to ensure the British 
Army can function effectively and efficiently wherever it is in the world, in war and peacetime.  
Located just of the A34 with easy access to the UK’s motorway network, the Regiments are 
ideally situated.  All Regiments have been deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
This will increase the military personnel at Abingdon to 1200 in total.  There are 29 different 
ethnic groups, soldiers who practice over a dozen different religions and 11% of these military 
personnel are female. 
 
The Oxford Territorial Army Centre at Slade Park has been handed back to Oxford City and the 
new TA Centre, Edward Brooks Barracks, has been constructed on MOD property within the 
Abingdon Station secure boundary at the end of Cholswell Road.   This is separate from Dalton 
Barracks with its own entrance from Cholswell Road. 
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Airfield 
 
The airfield is still owned by the MOD and managed by Dalton Barracks.  It is used regularly by 
the Army for military exercises, helicopter training by RAF Benson and the 612 Volunteer 
Gliding Squadron use it at weekends and 1 fortnight per year for training pilots for the Air 
Training Corps.   
The Army contracts it out for various functions annually such as the Abingdon Air Show at the 
Spring Bank Holiday, the Motor Sport Carnival in June, the BMW Dealership week in July.  
They also have continuous contracts with the Oxford Bus Company and Oxford Stagecoach for 
driver training and various companies for HGV training during the week, which are on Shippon 
dispersal.  The Oxford Fire Service also uses it for driver training. 
They allow local residents access for walking, cycling and running and it has become a haven for 
dog walkers.  The northeast corner has become a retreat for wildlife and deer are regularly 
encountered here. 
 
 
Problems Encountered. 
 
1.  Contracts for the use of the airfield request access via the A34, Marcham Road and Barrow 
Road to the main entrance.  This is not always adhered to and access still occurs through the 
Village.. 
 
2.  Excessive use of Shippon Dispersal can at times cause problems for local residents. 
 
3.  Unauthorised use [usually motor bikes] of the 4 x 4 tracks has resulted in considerable noise 
disturbance for Cothill residents. 
 
4.  Dog owners are not always responsible about cleaning up after their animals, which is 
inconsiderate to military personnel on exercises. 
 
 
Action:  Residents are requested to monitor and report to Parish Council, HGV vehicles 
accessing via the village. 
 
Action:  Army to be requested to consider if  driver training could be dispersed/balanced over 
other areas. 
 
Action:  All residents of Shippon who are dog owners are requested to be responsible for 
cleaning-up after their animals. 
 
Action:  Better communication is required between Parish Council, Shippon Residents and the 
Army on non-military use of the Airfield. 
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EMPLOYMENT 
 
The Shippon village survey requested information on employment undertaken by residents   and 
the amount of travelling involved.   
 
The following statistics were obtained:- 
 
Employed    43% 
Self-employed    12%  [split equally between employing other people  
      and not employing anyone] 
Retired     26% 
House wife/house husband  5% 
Full time education   11% 
Disabled/permanently sick  3% 
 
For the village in total there was no problem with unemployment. 
 
For those in employment the distances travelled to their place of employment from Shippon were 
found to be:- 
 
Within a radius of 0 to 10 miles   72% 
Within a radius of 10 to 30 miles  14% 
Outside a radius of 30 miles    14% 
 
The survey also wished to determine if the residents of Shippon wanted to see an increase in 
employment within the Village to reduce car usage and improve the carbon footprint  
The questionnaire also obtained responses on small business and small-scale industrial 
development within the village. 
 
Small Business development 
In favour    18% 
No strong opinion 22% 
Against  60% 
 
 
Small Scale Industrial Development 
In favour  10% 
No strong opinion 13% 
Against  77% 
 
This clearly indicated that the residents wish to have no further business or industrial 
development within Shippon Village. 
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There are already within the Village and adjoining it several substantial employers.  In addition 
within a 1 mile radius of Shippon there is Abingdon and 8 industrial estates, plus the Fairacres 
Shopping site.  
 
Employers within Shippon  
 
 
1.  Dalton Barracks 
There are 1200 military personnel working on site and 45 civil servants.   There are also 200 
civilians employed mostly on a contract basis looking after the actual maintenance of the base, 
the mechanical and electrical, building and civil engineering, grounds and domestic services.   
There is some recruitment from local people. 
 
The Edward Brooks Barracks has a permanent staff of 6 military personnel and 1 caretaker. 
  
2.  Amigo Shop 
The shop on Cholswell Road, opens 7 days per week from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday to Friday 
and from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.  It employs a staff of 10 some full time and the 
remaining on a part-time basis.  These staff are at present nearly all recruited from wives of army 
personnel.  The closure of the Post Office in June 2008 has not resulted in a reduction of the 
staff. 
 
3.   Manor School 
This provides employment for up to 90 people in total, teachers, teaching assistants, grounds, 
kitchen and cleaning staff and a permanent caretaker who lives on site.  The greatest majority 
coming from outside Shippon to work there. 
 
 
4.  Stowford House 
Stowford Cottages 1 and 2 and Charisma  require 10 staff on the early shift, 4 on the late shift 
and 1 on the night shift. At present 9 of these are living in Shippon, mostly wives of army 
personnel.   Shift times do not coincide with the peak traffic flows within the Village. 
 
When St Cloud Care build and open their care home and when fully occupied the expected 
staffing levels are:- 
10 on the shift 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
8 on the shift 2 p.m. to 10 p.m.  
4 on the shift 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
3 for kitchen and laundry duties 
They are expecting to recruit a number of staff from the immediate area. 
 
 
5.  The Prince of Wales Feathers Public House 
This provides employment for the Landlord and Chef on a full-time basis, plus an additional 6 
part-time staff.  Six of these staff are local to the Village. 
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6 Cholswell Court 
A site of 11 office units with B1 General Business Use, created from the conversion of farm 
buildings and with plenty of parking spaces.  At present 9 units are occupied, employing 
approximately 20 people. 
 
 
7.  Domestic and garden assistance 
A considerable number of residents employ part-time assistance with domestic and gardening 
chores. 
 
8.  Agriculture 
There is only 1 Shippon resident remaining employed full-time in farming. 
 
 
Therefore for a small Village there are considerable employment opportunities within the 
Village and a 2-mile radius. 
 
 
 
Action:  A Shippon newsletter could be used to advertise employment opportunities available 
and services for hire within the community, which would help to reduce the carbon footprint for 
the Village. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



28/6/10         16:38          

46                             

Reservoir 
 
Thames Water published in September 2006 for public consultation their needs and alternatives 
report in which they predicted their needs over the next 25 years and how they were planning to 
provide for them.  To secure the predicted future water supply in London, Swindon and 
Oxfordshire they concluded that a combination of solutions were required. 
 Metering properties on change of occupancy 
 Enhanced water efficiency  - water audits, water butts, cistern displacement devices. 
 Water savings from new build design changes 
 Leakage reduction - active leakage control and mains replacement 
 Groundwater development at South Stoke 
 Desalination in the Thames Estuary 
 Planned indirect reuse of treated wastewater from Deephams Sewage Treatment   
 Works 

Dual function reservoir at Abingdon, providing a direct supply to Swindon and 
Oxfordshire and releasing water down the River Thames to supply London when needed.   
The Upper Thames Major Resource Development. 

 
They then produced the Preferred Scheme and Design Options Report [Stage 2] in January 2007, 
for public consultation.  This detailed the landscape, conservation recreation and design 
proposals of the new reservoir and access roads required. 
In April 2007 the Environment Agency published it’s ‘Water Resources Planning Guidelines’  
which applies to all water companies and sets out how they should develop and consult on their 
Water Resources Management Plan which is a legal requirement.  As a result Thames Water 
decided to revise their strategy for developing the UTMRD needs case and to incorporate it into 
their Draft Water Resources Management Plan for 2010 to 2035.  This draft was published for 
public consultation from May to August 2008 and after analysis of the feedback a number of 
significant developments resulted in revisions to the Plan.  
 
The economic downturn has had a big impact on water demand forecasts. As a result, a slower 
increase in population and household numbers has been predicted. Combined with lower 
commercial water use and households’ continued efforts to save water following the 2005/6 
drought, the overall demand for water is increasing more slowly than previously forecast.  A 
number of other uncertainties, climate change predictions, the potential for reductions to be 
imposed on environmental grounds resulted in Thames Water submitting their Statement of 
Response to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 
 
The Environment Agency reviews the Statement and advises Defra. The Secretary of State for 
Defra will decide on the next steps, based on advice from technical experts and consultation 
responses. This will take the form of either approving the Plan, changing it or calling for further 
scrutiny, for example, via a public hearing or inquiry. 
 
Thames Water still expects additional resources to be required and operational by around 2026 
and the proposed reservoir at Abingdon is still their preferred option, but has revised the size by 
a reduction of one third in the volume. 
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The reservoir site is in close proximity to Shippon Village and the access road to the site for 
construction and in operation would be from the Marcham Road, opposite where Gozzards Ford 
Road meets the Marcham Road. 
 
The results of the village survey showed that very few residents only 10% had attended any of 
the Thames Water exhibitions and participated in the public consultation. 
 
The Parish Council had objected to Thames Water’s lack of concern for the effects the proposal 
would have on the village, in particular the traffic flows.  As a result Thames Water 
representatives David Cook, Water Resources Consultant and Eleanor Taylor, Communications 
Executive had attended the Parish Council meeting on 15 October 2007 to listen to the concern 
of local residents and the Council and were now aware of the problems the access route would 
produce. 
 
 
67% of residents, who completed the questionnaire, made numerous comments and stated their 
views most clearly. 
 
The views of residents for the reservoir in principal were:- 
 
In agreement     45% 
Not required    35% 
Done deal    1% 
Unable to state clearly for or against  
As not sufficiently informed  19% 
 
These views were clarified with reservations and benefits to the community and are listed in 
order of importance: - 
 
Reservations 
1.  Thames Water should increase action to repair leaks and reduce wastage   - 25% 
2.  The destruction of the countryside and the overdevelopment of the south east of England.  
The Abingdon area and roads are at development saturation point already  - 22% 
3.  The access of the site via the Marcham Road entrance would exacerbate traffic flows through 
Shippon.  The majority was in favour of access being directly from the A34, which runs all along 
the eastern site of the proposed reservoir.  -  18% 
4.  Concern that water extraction would adversely affect the local rivers and the effects on the 
local flood plain. 
5.  More communication between Thames Water and the public would be beneficial 
6.  Concern that construction period would cause considerable inconvenience to local residents. 
   
 
Benefits 
1.  Many residents felt it would provide a local countryside area with recreational amenities and 
a habitat for wildlife.  -  26% 
2.  The construction would provide local employment opportunities. 
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Action:  Parish Council and local residents to lobby Highways Agency to try and obtain an 
entrance to the site, directly off the A34. 
 
Action:  The Parish Council to maintain close liaison with Thames Water and consider an 
exhibition in Shippon village. 
 
Action:  Local residents can keep themselves better informed and information is available on 
Thames Water web site at www.thameswater.co.uk/utmrd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


