
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear David 
 
Re: Marcham Community Led Plan Draft Final Plan Feedback 
 
Many thanks for sending us your draft plan for our review. I have sent this to colleagues 
whose feedback I have incorporated into our response below. The plan reads well and is 
clearly laid out. The actions spread throughout the plan are clear and help to link your results 
to future activities. There are several areas that the county council would be responsible for 
and we have provided our responses under those headings. Our feedback is as follows:   
 
Pavements and Footpaths (Actions 12-13) 
Action 12: Unfortunately the Area Stewardship does not have funding for new works. It may be 
that our S106 funding can be negotiated. If you wished to do so this would need to be 
negotiated through your area steward who can be contact through 
highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
Action 13: Maintenance requirements are monitored by the Statutory Inspector (SI) who 
inspects footways in Marcham as per our inspection policy. If you would like to suggest work or 
have noticed any defects please contact the highway enquiries team at 
highway.enquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk or through the http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 
webpage. The Local Highways Representative (LHR) will respond to your enquiries and will 
arrange for safety defects to be made safe.  The Asset Management team reviews requests 
for resurfacing on an annual basis in response to proposals from the SI or the LHR.  
 
Education (Actions 15, 16, 17) 
Currently, primary school allocation figures show that the capacity of the school is large 
enough to manage demand. The council operates a ‘Pupil Place Plan’ that recognises that an 
increase in school capacity may be required if/when the local population grows. We would 
provide a caveat that an increase in school places would be in response to demographic 
changes and that a single large cohort could mean that on occasions all Marcham children 
may not be placed within the school. 

Regarding playing fields, the county council supports your desire to maintain sufficient 
playing field space. We would suggest that you define more clearly ‘sufficient’ as nationally 
area requirements are being relaxed. The council will most likely continue to use the old m2 
per pupil figures as a baseline for assessing whether the school has sufficient playing fields. 

Below are the current criteria for how places are offered to pupils: 
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1) Children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs that names the school in Part 4 of 
the Statement 

2) Children who are looked after by a local authority within the meaning of Section 22 of the 
Children Act 1989 at the time of their application or previously looked after children 

3) Disabled children who need to admitted to a school on the grounds of physical accessibility 
4) a. Children who live in the designated/catchment area and have a brother or sister on roll at 

the time of application who will still be attending at the time of entry 
5) b. Children who live in the designated/catchment area 
6) Children living outside the designated/catchment area who have a brother or sister on roll at 

the time of application who will still be attending at the time of entry 
7) Children who live outside the designated/catchment area  

 
Buses (Action 27)  
There are plans to enhance service 31 through Marcham using contributions from housing 
developments in Marcham, Wantage, Grove and East Hanney.  It is proposed that a half-
hourly frequency will be created on the current 31 route, which will benefit all of the above-
mentioned communities.  The improved service is expected to continue to operate via 
Abingdon, as there are considerable numbers of passengers currently using the bus to travel 
there from Wantage and Grove for work and education: these numbers are expected to further 
increase with the creation of significant additional housing on the route.  

As a result, an ‘express’ service which avoids Abingdon is likely to reduce the potential 
long-term commerciality viability of an enhanced service 31 as a whole, and therefore it is 
anticipated that service X30 will continue to provide this facility via the A338 and A420. 
  Timescales for implementation of the enhanced service are currently uncertain, and will 
be largely determined by progress in construction of the housing developments that will 
generate the contributions that will be used to enhance the frequency of service 31.  However, 
it is hoped that the improved frequency will be implemented within the next two years. 
 
Cycling and road crossings (Actions 30-31) 
The council feel that the desire to add a crossing at the A34 roundabout for cyclists and 
pedestrians would be a good long term improvement for pedestrians as well as cyclists. As the 
road is a trunk road it requires the consent of Highways Agency. 
 Regarding action 30, if you feel that the vegetation is unsafe or obstructs the cycle path 
please contact us via the http://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ webpage which allows you to 
send us details of road problems. 
 
Speed Limits (Actions 33-36) 
The council had the following responses to actions 33-36: 
 
Action 33: The desire to introduce a 40mph speed limit on Sheepstead Road in the medium 
term is unlikely to have the support of the Police which would be a barrier to completing this 
action. 
Action 34: Unfortunately national guidelines would prevent you from lowering speed limits 
within the village to 20mph. 
Action 35: We understand that this is an on-going problem particularly in rural routes. While 
weight restrictions can be used to reduce these problems, their use has to be balanced 
against any costs to the economy and to legitimate needs for access. As a result weight 
restrictions are only likely to be acceptable if they do not displace these lorries/HGV’s onto 
other similar or lower standard roads. 
Action 36: Although the council understands the desire for such a traffic change we feel that 
there would unlikely be any significant benefits from such a change. 
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I hope this feedback has been helpful and if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Dr Tom Mansfield 
Policy and Performance Support Officer 

Research and Major Programmes Unit 
Chief Executive's Office  

Oxfordshire County Council,  
County Hall, New Road,  Oxford OX1 1ND  

Tel: (01865 32) 3544 


