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Dear Dave 
 
Re: Oxfordshire County Council response to Marcham’s Community-Led Plan 
 
Congratulations on having completed your Community-Led Plan for Marcham.  
We have put together some comments that we hope will help you in taking forward the 
proposed actions of your plan. 
 
Education 
 
The County Council's ability to support the provision of sufficient accommodation for all 
village children is dependent upon (a) sufficient financial contributions from developers and 
(b) the overall growth of Marcham village not exceeding the capacity of the school site to 
accommodate additional classrooms.  
 
Roads & Transport 
 
Action 12: Unfortunately there is insufficient width here to allow for a footway whilst 
maintaining two-way traffic. To accommodate a footway would require obtaining land from 
adjacent property owners. There is no funding available for such a project. The Parish 
could consider a white line marking to delineate a footway along this stretch. This would 
need careful assessment of safety grounds and funding.  
 
Actions 13 & 37: Specific locations should be reported to Oxfordshire County Council on 
0845 310 1111 or highwaysenquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
 
Action 30: Oxfordshire County Council as Highway Authority is responsible for the 
maintenance of the carriageway and footway along this stretch of road. The adjacent 
landowner is responsible for the trees and shrubs growing from their land. The site will be 
inspected and the adjacent landowner contacted to remind them of their responsibilities.  
 
Actions 31 & 36: This would need careful assessment of the issues involved and 
consideration of the feasibility and safety of installing formal crossings at these points. 
There are existing dropped crossings, with tactile paving, at these locations. A funding 
stream would need to be identified and an assessment carried out.  
 
Action 34: 20mph speed limits are still at the experimental stage in Oxford. There are no 
plans to roll these out across the County. A Traffic Regulation Order would be required 
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which would require the support of Thames Valley Police, Oxfordshire County Council and 
local residents. A funding stream would need to be identified.  
 
Action 35: The A415 is a designated route for HGV’s. If it was possible to ban HGV’s then 
a Traffic Regulation Order would be required and a funding stream identified.  
 
Buses 
 
There is already a strategy to improve the frequency of the 31 bus route between 
Wantage/Grove, Marcham, Abingdon and Oxford, and financial contributions are being 
collected towards this objective from various developments along the route. This is an 
integral part of the Science Vale public transport strategy. The bus service through 
Marcham is already reasonably comprehensive (buses from early until late, seven days a 
week, including night services at weekends), but it is recognised that a service of two 
buses per hour, particularly at peak journey-to-work times, is necessary to provide a 
credible level of service, and so attract people to use the bus. 
 
The Wantage-Oxford bus service is operated on a largely commercial basis by 
Stagecoach, and any enhancement would also be on a commercially sustainable basis 
(after any pump-priming financial support). The bus company considers that the Wantage-
Oxford corridor is best served by an 'express' x30 service routed via the A338 and the 
Botley Road into Oxford, and an 'all stops' 31 service routed via Marcham and Abingdon. It 
is possible that Stagecoach could change this route pattern in the future, and this may be 
influenced by the relative attractiveness, or delays encountered, on the Botley Road 
approach to Oxford compared to the A34/Abingdon Road approach. At the moment, it is 
considered that enhancing route 31 through Abingdon to a half-hourly frequency would 
offer more benefits to Marcham than creating an x31 variant, given the importance of 
Abingdon as a destination for work, college, retail and other purposes.  
 
Bus fares are set by the commercial operator, Stagecoach, which has a series of season 
and other types of ticket, aimed at encouraging regular use of the bus. Sometimes 
anomalies can occur, due to ticket zone and fare stage boundaries, and if is the case, then 
direct correspondence with Stagecoach about the matter is suggested. In the longer run, 
there is an aspiration for an all-operator smartcard to cover all public transport services in 
Oxfordshire. This would offer greater flexibility for journeys which involve changing 
between modes or different operators.  
 
I hope you will find this feedback clear and helpful. If you have any questions please do 
not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Andreea Anastasiu 
Policy and Performance Support Officer 
Policy Team, Chief Executive’s Office 
Oxfordshire County Council 
 
Direct line: 01865 323535      
Email:  Andreea.Anastasiu@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk         
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