
‘Ed-Speak’
what the

jargon means

l SENCO – Special Educational Needs
Coordinator, the teacher in a school responsible
for children with Special Educational Needs.

l SEN & DISABILITY TRIBUNAL – An
independent body that hears appeals against
decisions made by the LA around statutory
processes or against schools when parents believe
their child has experienced Disability
Discrimination.

l SENSS – Special Educational Needs Support
Service

l S.L.D. – Severe Learning Difficulties

l SOCIAL INCLUSION OFFICER – provide
advice and guidance to parents of children at
School Action/School Action Plus, especially around
exclusions.

l SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL PROVISION –
The special help given to children with SEN.

l SPECIAL SCHOOL – Schools where all the
children have Special Educational Needs.

l STATEMENT OF SEN – A legal document
that sets out a child’s needs and all the extra help
they will get from within the school and/or from
specialist support services.

l STATUTORY ASSESSMENT – A detailed
investigation to find out what your child's SEN are
and what provision is needed to meet those needs.

l T.A. – Teaching Assistant, the person who may
help support your child under the direction of a
teacher, SENCo or other professional e.g. a physio
etc.

l TAC – Team Around the Child meeting- a
supportive team of professionals getting together
with a family to help sort out how best to meet a
child’s needs.

l TRANSITION PLAN – Drawn up at the
child’s annual review in Year 9, it sets out the steps
needed for him/her to move from school to adult
life.
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For more details about  
Parent Partnership
Oxfordshire, phone:

01865 810516
text:

07786 524294
parentpartnership@
oxfordshire.gov.uk

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk
/parentpartnership

A parent’s guide to:
Parent Partnership Oxfordshire

can offer:
l A telephone helpline: 01865 810516
l Information, advice and support on matters to

do with your child's SEN
l Help with communication between you and

the Local Authority
l Trained volunteer Independent Parental 

Supporters
l Advice about preventing and resolving 

disagreements
l Training events for parents and groups
l An informal Drop In SEN Advice session, 

‘Talking Points’, every Wednesday morning in
term time, held in different localities in the
County – see website for dates

l Your Child & You, information for Parents
whose children have Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities 

l Information about an independent Mediation
Service and the SEN and Disability Tribunal
(SEND) 

If you need this information in another
language, large print, Braille, on

audiocassette, computer disk or by email,
please telephone 01865 810516.

Confidentiality Code:
Everything you tell us will be treated in strict
confidence. We will not disclose our records to,
or discuss the case with, a third party outside
Parent Partnership Oxfordshire without your
consent, except if we suspect a child is at risk.

Contact us on: 01865 810516 or
text 07786 524294

parentpartnership@oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk

/parentpartnership



Last time you talked to a ‘professional’ about
your child, were you confused by the
language they used?

These pages explain some of the technical
terms used by people in the world of Special
Educational Needs (SEN).

l ANNUAL REVIEW – The Local Authority
(LA) check a child’s progress to make sure that the
Statement of Special Educational Needs continues
to meet his/her needs at school. This must take
place at least once a year.

l APPEAL – Parents can request a panel of
independent people to make a decision about
admissions, permanent exclusions or issues about
Statements.

l ASC (FORMERLY ASD) – Autistic Spectrum
Condition

l A & E OFFICERS, ATTENDANCE AND
ENGAGEMENT OFFICERS – often involved
when a child’s lack of attendance is causing
concern.

l B.E.S.D – Behaviour, Emotional, Social Difficulties

l CAF – Common Assessment Framework, a
document intended to help everyone look at all
areas of a child’s life, their needs, their strengths
and weaknesses. It is filled in with the child and
family and only done with their agreement.

l CODE OF PRACTICE (SEN) – A guide for
schools and LAs about how they should structure
the help they give to children with S.E.N. 

l D.D.A. (Disability Discrimination Act) – No
school or any other educational provision or
service offered by them, may discriminate against
your child because of their disability & must make
reasonable adjustments to include all children.

l DFE – Department for Education 

l EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST –
Educational Psychologists (sometimes known as
‘Ed Sykes’ or EPs) are not psychiatrists or medically
trained. They are qualified psychologists and often
have been teachers. Their training and experience
help them understand how children develop and
learn, and they know how a school works.

l EXCLUSION – when your child is sent home
from, or not allowed into, school, if they have done
something which breaches the school’s behaviour
policy. Can be: fixed term – for a day or more, or
permanent – so that your child can no longer
attend that school. N.B. there are very clear guidelines
that schools must follow when excluding any pupil.

l EYSENIT – Early Years SEN Inclusion Teacher.
A teacher who works with pre-school children,
their families and any early years setting the child
attends. They offer family centred support and
advice on the child's development & learning,
including home based programmes. 

l HUB – Where Early Intervention services are
based, in 7 venues across county

l I.E.P. – Individual Education Plan, a teaching plan
for children with S.E.N. It sets targets for your child
to achieve and a date for a review of progress made
and should be reviewed at least twice a year. In
Oxfordshire they are reviewed 3 times a year.

l INTERVENTION – Something a school or
professional does to try and help your child make
progress, for example using a particular programme
or strategy.

l I.P.S – Independent Parental Supporter.
Someone you can choose to help you at meetings
at school or with the paperwork when your child
has SEN. This can be a relative, friend or a trained
volunteer from Parent Partnership Oxfordshire.

l LA – Local Authority, the local government body
responsible for providing education and for making
statutory assessments and maintaining statements.

l LACAT – Language and Communication
Advisory Teacher (Part of SENSS)

l LDD – Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities

l MAINSTREAM SCHOOL – An ordinary
school maintained by the LA

l M.L.D. – Moderate Learning Difficulties

l NAMED OFFICER – The person from the
LA who knows about, and can speak to you about,
your child’s statutory assessment.

l NATIONAL CURRICULUM (NC) –
Subjects which must be studied in all schools.

l NOTE IN LIEU – A detailed report which
may be sent to you if the LA complete a statutory
assessment of your child’s SEN, but decide not to
issue a statement.

l OT – Occupational Therapist

l PCP – Person Centred Planning

l PHYSIO – Physiotherapist 

l PMLD – Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties

l PROVISION MAPPING – A way of planning
support for children within a school (including
those with SEN) by looking at the range of support
available e.g. what particular groups are being run
across the school.

l P SCALES – A way of measuring very small
steps of progress for children with learning
difficulties who are working below level one of
the NC.

l RESOURCE BASE – Based on sites of
mainstream schools, specialist units providing for
children with a specific need, e.g. hearing impairment
or communication and interaction difficulties.

l SEN – Special Educational Needs. All children
who are finding learning hard and so need special
help at school will be described as having S.E.N.
1 in 5 children may have some sort of difficulty
with their learning during their time at school.

Education is one of the responsibilities of
Oxfordshire County Council’s Children,
Education & Families Directorate which
can be called The Children’s Services
Authority (CSA). Oxfordshire County
Council is also The Local Authority (LA)
and in this leaflet we will use these
abbreviations, CSA and LA


