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ey does not have to  be spent directly on them but can 

be pooled to provide a key worker or a specific inter-

vention to support emotional health and wellbeing.  

 

 

 

Bright Spots ‘Your Life Your Care Survey’ – in YOUR 

SCHOOL THIS NOVEMBER  You 

will shortly be asked to support 

your LAC in completing a short 10 

minute electronic survey. The sur-

vey, ‘Your Life, Your Care’, asks 

looked after children aged 4-18 

questions about their lives and 

how they feel they are doing in four areas: Rights, Re-

silience, Recovery and Relationships. The Bright Spots 

Programme is a project between Coram Voice and the 

University of Bristol and gives local authorities the 

chance to find out where our looked after children are 

flourishing and doing well (‘Bright Spots’), as well as 

finding areas for improvement. We will then use the 

information they give us to improve the care system 

for young people in care. We will send you the infor-

mation and a log in to the survey this month. 

Welcome to Bulletin 2 :  I hope you all had a 

really good break over half term.  As we move towards 

Christmas please be aware that this is often a difficult 

time of year for the LAC in your school and ensure all 

teachers are aware and approach this with sensitivity.   

Extended duties of DTs for children adopted and 

SGOs:  The long awaited DfE guidance for DTs has now 

been issued in consultation, HERE. 

Many schools are already considering how they can 

best support these pupils within existing structures in 

schools.  There is recognition from the DfE that these 

are a particularly vulnerable group and that they often 

need additional support to prevent a family break-

down.  You already receive PP funding of £1,900 for 

each of these children if you know about them and 

have put them on the census.  Some schools are con-

sidering doing summarised version of the PEP with 

these children to ensure that the most appropriate 

provision and planning is in place for them.  The mon-

The Virtual School is holding  
FREE TRAINING 

for all DTs to support them in meeting 
their statutory duties. 

Designated Teacher Training 2017   For all 

DTs and staff leading PEPs 

Wed 22nd November Didcot Girls School OR 

Wed 29th November Gosford Hill School 

Visit www.oxfordshireschoolscpd.org.uk or call 
03300 249046 to book a place 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/children-in-care/revised-guidance-for-virtual-school-heads-and-desi/
http://www.oxfordshireschoolscpd.org.uk
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Useful PSHE resources:  

Coram Voice have devel-

oped some really useful 

resources for use in PSHE 

lessons to explore what it is like to be adopted or in 

the care system Coram Life Education - SCARF. They 

focus on enabling your students to understand the is-

sues facing adopted children at school and  increase 

staff awareness of behaviour issues that can affect 

young people from the care system.  All resources are 

free and they also offer support with training. 

Two PEPs a year:  As we have moved to 2 PEPs a year 

please do remember to upload the school report to 

the documents section of the PEP so that we all meet 

our obligations to report on progress for LAC three 

times a year. 

Improving attendance:  You will already have in place 

a range of strategies to promote good attendance but 

when attendance is a cause for concern for LAC it 

might well be that a parenting contract needs to be 

used.  We know this is a rare occurrence and before 

you get to this stage please involve the social worker 

and the Virtual School but we have some instances 

where we feel persistent absence is an issue for LAC 

especially where they are placed with family members. 

'He hid in a cupboard - we just couldn't get him to 

school'  This brief article from the BBC gives a taste of 

the school life of a child who's experienced abuse, ne-

glect and years in care. Particular points for us to note 

about the importance of identifying special needs early 

and ensuring staff are attachment aware and trauma 

informed. Please ask the virtual school if you would 

like training for your school. 

DT and SENCO book club:  This looks like it would be 

really useful – the books focus on supporting pupils 

with social, emotional and mental health needs.   This 

is what the website says … 

“Each member of our free book 

club receives a book and accom-

panying resources once a term. 

These aim to enhance the skills, 

confidence and knowledge of 

those who work with children and 

young people, by providing them 

with resources they can use to 

promote positive mental health.” 

Who is it for?  The book club is for staff working 

with children and young people who are keen to 

discover new resources or build on their 

knowledge and skills about emotional wellbeing 

and mental health. 

What can I expect?  Once a term you will receive a 

book and associated resources with the aim of 

boosting your understanding, skills, confidence or 

ideas when working to promote or support the 

mental health of children and young people. For an 

idea of the kind of books you can expect, take a 

look at: 

Book catalogue for those working with under 11s 

Book catalogue for those working with over 11s 

What do you expect from me?  Before we dispatch 

each book club title, we’ll ask you to opt in to re-

ceive the new title. This will ensure we spend the 

charity’s funds most usefully and are not sending 

titles that are of less interest or to people no longer 

in post. 

For each book you opt in for, we’ll ask you to tell 

us how you think you might use it and later to 

complete a short online survey to help us assess 

the impact that the book and associated resources 

has had on your skills, understanding and confi-

dence. Please take the few minutes needed to 

share this feedback as it will be fundamental to 

securing ongoing funding for the book club and 

also in helping us to share the most impactful 

books and resources. 

This sounds too good to be true! 

Website https://www.cwmt.org.uk/bookclub 

 
I hope you all have a very 

good autumn term.  

Please don’t hesitate to 

get in contact with the 

Virtual School if you have 

any concerns. 

https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/adoptables/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-41655026
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-41655026
http://inourhands.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0e2d699027492782e39ce9f49&id=3a41f5b077&e=35a0d39e84
http://inourhands.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0e2d699027492782e39ce9f49&id=2fd867e81e&e=35a0d39e84
https://www.cwmt.org.uk/bookclub
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/adoptables/

