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St Amand’s Catholic Primary School is a Voluntary Aided primary school which serves the catchment 
area of St. Mary’s, East Hendred; St John Vianney, Wantage and English Martyrs, Didcot. The 
Governing Body, acting in accordance with arrangements agreed with the Portsmouth Diocesan 
Department for Schools and Colleges and the Local Authority, is responsible for the admission of 
pupils. 

The Governors of St Amand’s welcome children of all abilities to the school and to this end will not 
discriminate against children with disabilities or other special needs when allocating places. 
 
The Admission Number for the school is 28 and the Governors intend to admit up to 28 pupils in 
Reception for September 2016. Pupils are normally admitted in the September of the school year in 
which they reach their fifth birthday. Parents have the right to defer their child’s admission to school to 
the start of any subsequent term (see Appendix A) which occurs after the child has passed his or her 
fifth birthday. In such circumstances, a place can be held open during the same academic year for 
any child, providing the offer of a place has been made and accepted during the normal admissions 
round. Where a deferment is sought parents should notify the school at the time of accepting a place. 
 
For September 2016 admission applications for a reception place at the school should be made on a 
Common Application Form available from Oxfordshire County Council. 
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions School Admissions Team, County Hall, New Road, Oxford, 
OX1 1ND, 01865 815175 
 
Admissions Schedule 

15 January 2016 Closing date for applications to the Local 
Authority.   
 
The Governors request that if you are applying on 
faith grounds you complete the school’s 
Supplementary Information Form in order to 
assist them apply the oversubscription criteria if 
necessary and this should be returned to the 
school. 
 

19 February 2016 The Local Authority will send a list of all those 
children that have applied for a place to the 
school’s Governing Body for them to consider. 
 

18 March 2016 The Governing Body will consider all applications 
and if there are more applications than places it 
will apply its oversubscription criteria and inform 
the Local Authority of the ranked order of all the 
applications. The school will apply the admissions 
criteria in accordance with the order of priority 
listed. 
 

18 April 2016 The Local Authority will notify parents of the 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions


school where a place will be offered by letter on 
behalf of the governors.   This is the date on 
which the Governors will deem that an offer of a 
place has been made.  
  

3 May 2016 Is the deadline for parents or carers to accept or 
refuse the offer of a place.  Should a place 
become available after this date the Governing 
Body will reallocate according to the Policy and 
notify the Local Authority. 
 

 
Waiting Lists 
The school will hold a waiting list until December 2016 for the normal point of entry to September 
2016. Parents will then be asked to confirm whether or not they wish their child’s name to remain on 
the admissions list. If places become available before the end of December 2016 offers will be made 
in accordance with the order of priority listed below and may result in a re-ranking of applicants. In-
year lists will be held for children who are not accepted into the school. Parents will be asked to 
confirm annually whether or not they wish their child’s name to remain on the admissions lists. 
 
  
Children with Statements Of Special Educational Needs/Education, Health and Care Plans  
There is a different procedure for the admission to school for children with Statements of Special 
Educational Needs or Education, Health and Care Plans: it is administered by the Local Authority in 
whose area the family lives. The Local Authority is responsible for issuing the Statement or Health 
and Care Plan and consulting the parents and the Governing Body of St.Amand’s Catholic Primary 
School, if a preference has been made for that school, before the school is named in the 
Statement/Education, Health and Care Plan.  
 
In the event of oversubscription (ie more applications than available places) places will be offered in 
accordance with the order of priority listed below: 
 

1. Baptised Catholic Looked After Children in Care or previously Looked After Children 

2. Baptised Catholic children living in the catchment area parishes who will have a sibling at the 

school at the time of their admission. 

3. Baptised Catholic children living in the catchment area parishes 

4. Baptised Catholic children living outside the catchment area parishes who will have a sibling 

at the school at the time of their admission. 

5. Baptised Catholic children living outside from the catchment area parishes. 

 

            In Categories 2-5 Baptismal certificates must be available for inspection) 

 

6. Other looked after children and previously Looked After children 

7. Other siblings 

8. Members of other Christian churches, who are members of Churches Together in Britain and 

Ireland (a list of member churches can be found at www.ctbi.org.uk and have written 

evidence from their Priest/Minister of membership to the said faith. The confirmation 

statement must be on appropriate headed paper, confirm the parent’s membership with their 

church and be signed and dated by the Priest/Minister or equivalent 

9. Members of other Faiths (copies of baptismal certificates or a statement from an appropriate 

religious leader is required on  headed paper) 

10. Other applicants  

 

 

http://www.ctbi.org.uk/


Tiebreakers  
Should the number of applications exceed places available in any of the above categories, priority will 
be given as follows: 

a) Where it is necessary to differentiate between baptised Catholic children from the 3 Parish 

areas of St Mary’s East Hendred, English Martyrs Didcot, and St John Vianney Wantage, 

preference will be given to those children who live the shortest walking distance to their parish 

church. 

b) Where it is necessary to differentiate between baptised Catholic children from outside the 

parish areas, preference will be given to those from a parish without a Catholic primary school 

c) For all other applications, preference will be given to the child living the shortest distance from 

the school 

 
 
Distances will be measured using the Oxfordshire Admissions Geographical Information System 
taking a straight line between the home address and the school using the unique property 
identification points within the National Land and Property Gazetteer (NLPG). 
 
If all criteria above do not determine priority, random allocation by drawing lots will be used. An 
independent adjudicator from the Diocese or Local Authority will be requested to oversee the random 
selection allocation. 
 
Definitions: 
 
Looked after children:  A ‘Looked After Child’ or a child who was previously looked after but 
immediately after being looked after became subject to an adoption, residence or special 
guardianship order. A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) 
being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services 
function defined by Section 22 (1) of the Children Act 1989. A 'previously looked after child' is a child 
who:(i) ceased to be looked after because they were adopted (under the terms of the Adoption and 
Children Act 2002 Section 46 (adoption orders), or (ii) became subject to a child arrangements order 
(under the terms of the Children and Families Act 20142 - an order settling the arrangements to be 
made as to the person with whom the child is to live), or (iii) became subject to a special guardianship 
order (see Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 - an order appointing one or more individuals to be a 
child’s special guardian (or special guardians). 
 
 
Multiple births: St Amand’s Catholic Primary School will endeavour not to split siblings born at the 
same time (e.g. twins, triplets etc). If necessary the school will admit over its Planned Admission 
Number (PAN) to accommodate such children. In the case of Infant Class Sizes (Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2) class sizes must not contain more than thirty pupils with a single school teacher. 
However, additional children may only be admitted in limited exceptional circumstances and in 
accordance with the School Admissions Code, twins and children from multiple births are classed as 
‘excepted pupils’ to this legislation. Therefore, if one child of a multiple birth is offered the last 
available space at the school (according to the PAN), then offers will be made to all the children of 
that particular multiple birth. Those children would remain an exception to infant class size for the 
entire time they are in an infant class size or until the class numbers fall back to the current infant 
class size limit. 
 
Catholic:  A baptised Catholic means a person baptised in a church which is in communion with the 
See of Rome or a person received into the Catholic Church.  
 
Other Christians:  Membership of “Churches Together in England” 
 
Sibling:  Sibling refers to brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step 
brother or sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where the child for whom the school place is 
sought is living in the same family unit at the same address as that sibling. 

 
A map of the parish boundaries will be attached, see appendix B. 



Appeals procedure 
Parents have the right to appeal against the refusal by the Governors to admit their child, and should 
put their appeal in writing to the Clerk to the Governors at the school within twenty days of receiving the 
letter of refusal. Appeals will be arranged by the Diocesan Department for Schools and Colleges (the 
appeal is to an independent panel arranged by the governing body of the school or clerk to the appeal 
panel) and conducted in accordance with the Code of Practice on School Appeals. 
 
Safeguarding Children 
Safeguarding children is enshrined in all school policies and practice, is at the heart of what we do and 
is reflected in the whole curriculum. We believe in creating and maintaining a healthy, safe and 
enjoyable learning environment for all children to allow them to achieve and make a positive 
contribution. 

 
Fair Access Protocol 
St Amand’s Catholic Primary School adheres to all local authority Access Protocol. All admission 
authorities must have fair access protocols (formerly called a ‘hard to place pupils’ protocol). In addition 
all schools and academies must participate in their local authority’s protocol. Although governing bodies 
cannot insist on accepting only Catholic children under the protocols, they should work with local 
authorities with the aim of establishing local agreements which would give priority to children who meet 
the school’s admission criteria in normal admission arrangements, i.e. baptised Catholics. Where 
children do not meet these criteria, it is important the parents and children understand the religious 
nature of the school. Governing bodies must not adopt procedures or criteria that disadvantage children 
who arrive in their area outside the normal admission round. The Department for Education Admissions 
Code lists those children to be included in the Fair Access Protocol. 
 
Late Applications  
Late applications received after the closing date but before the offer of places is made by the Governing 
Body will be considered in accordance with the priorities listed above if, in the opinion of the Admissions 
Panel there were good grounds for the applicants not being able to meet the required deadline. Good 
grounds may include i.e. relocation, as in the case of military personnel, medical reasons related to a 
parent evidenced by a doctor’s letter. The school is entitled to see evidence for such grounds.  
 
In September 2015 the Governors of St Amand’s Catholic Primary School received (numbers to be 
inserted as soon as numbers confirmed) applications by the due date which fell into the categories 
below and admitted XX children as per the 2015 Policy. 

 

Category 1 –  Category 6 –  

Category 2 –  Category 7 –  

Category 3 –  Category 8 –  

Category 4 –                   Category 9   

Category 5 –    

 
 

 
Appendix A 
Parents have the right to defer their child’s admission to school to the start of any subsequent term 
which occurs after the child has passed his or her fifth birthday. 
 
i) A child is entitled to a full-time place in the September following their fourth birthday; 
 
ii) Dates of Birth Start Date 
Dates of birth between 1st September 2011 and 31st December 2011. Admission will be 
September 2016 or can be delayed until January 2017 
 
Dates of birth between 1st January 2012 and 31st March 2012 Admission will be September 
2016 or can be delayed until January or April 2017. 
 
Dates of birth between 1st April 2012 and 31st August 2012. Admission will be September 



2016 or can be delayed until January or April 2017. Admission can be delayed until September 2017 
and parents may seek a place for a child outside their normal age group.  Where an Admission Authority 
agrees to the admission of a child outside their normal age group the Admission Authority will process 
the application as part of the main admissions round for September 2017.  
 
See the Schools Primary Admissions Guide for further information about School Start 
Dates. 
 
iii) Where the parents wish, children may attend part-time until later in the school year but not beyond 
the point at which they reach compulsory school age. 
 
Appendix B 
Parish Boundaries 

 


