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                Lord Williams’s School 
 

          Determined Admissions Rules – 2016/17 
 

 
The admissions rules for the 2016/17 academic year were determined by the Governors’ Admissions 
Committee on 12th January 2015.  No changes were proposed from previous years and therefore no 
consultation took place.  The determined rules are as follows: 
 
  

Admission Numbers 
  
The Published Admission Number (PAN) for entry into Year 7 is 320.   
 
For entry into Year 12, in addition to students from the school's own Year 11, there will be 25 places for 
applicants from outside Lord Williams's School. 
 
 

Over-subscription criteria 
  
Oversubscription criteria (Years 7 – 11) 
 
In accordance with legal requirements, children who have either a Statement of Special Educational 
Needs or Education and Health Care Plan naming Lord Williams’s School will be admitted to the 
school1. 
 
The oversubscription criteria for Lord Williams’s School are shown below in descending order of priority. 
 

1. Children who are looked after by a local authority within the meaning of section 22 of the Children 
Act 1989 at the time of their application and previously looked after children.2 The term 
“previously looked after children” refers only to children who were looked after but ceased to be 
so because they were adopted (or became subject to a residence order or special guardianship 
order). 

 
2. Disabled children who need to be admitted to Lord Williams’s School on the grounds of physical 

accessibility. The definition of disability is that contained within the Equalities Act 2010. 
 

3. Children who live in the designated area for Lord Williams’s School. If there are more applicants 
than places in this category priority will be given in the following descending order: 

 
a. First priority in category 3 will go to those children with a brother or sister on roll at the time 

of application who will still be attending the preferred school at the time of entry.  However, 
if there are more applicants than places in category 3(a) priority will be given, within this 
group, to those children who live closest to the school by the nearest designated public 
route as defined on the Oxfordshire County Council’s Directorate for Children, Education & 
Families’ Geographic Information System.

                                                           
1
 Section 324 of the Education Act 1996 requires schools to admit a child with a Statement of Special Educational 

Needs that names the school, irrespective of whether they have places or not. This is therefore not an 
oversubscription criterion. 
2
 A “looked after child” is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being provided with 

accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions at the time of making an 
application to a school. 



 
 

b. Second priority in category 3 will go to those children who live closest to the school by the 
nearest designated public route as defined on the Oxfordshire County Council’s 
Directorate for Children, Education & Families’ Geographic Information System 

 
4. Children living outside the designated area who have a brother or sister on roll at the time of 

application who will still be attending the preferred school at the time of entry. If there are more 
applicants than places in this category priority will be given within this group to children who live 
closest to the school by the nearest designated public route as defined on the Oxfordshire 
County Council’s Directorate for Children, Education & Families’ Geographic Information 
System. 

 
5. Children who attend a partner school, and live outside the designated area of Lord Williams’s 

School.  If there are more applicants than places in this category priority will be given, within this 
group, to those children who live closest to Lord Williams’s School by the nearest designated 
public route as defined on Oxfordshire County Council’s Directorate for Children, Education & 
Families’ Geographic Information System. 

 
6. Those children who live closest to Lord Williams’s School by the nearest designated public route 

as defined on Oxfordshire County Council’s Directorate for Children, Education & Families 
Geographic Information System. 

 
 

Oversubscription criteria (Sixth Form) 
 
In accordance with legal requirements, children who have either a Statement of Special Educational 
Needs or Education and Health Care Plan naming Lord Williams’s School will be admitted to the 
school1. 
 
The oversubscription criteria for Lord Williams’s School Sixth Form are shown below in descending 
order of priority. 
 
1. Children who are looked after by a local authority within the meaning of section 22 of the 

Children Act 1989 at the time of their application and previously looked after children2. The term 
“previously looked after children” refers only to children who were looked after but ceased to be 
so because they were adopted (or became subject to a residence order or special guardianship 
order). 

 
2. Those who meet the academic requirements for the level of course applied for, live in the 

designated area of Lord Williams’s School and live closest to the school measured by the 
nearest designated public route using Oxfordshire’s Directorate for Children, Education & 
Families’ Geographic Information System 

 
3. Those who meet the academic requirements for the level of course applied for, as published in 

the prospectus for Lord Williams’s School, or in the 14-19 Area Prospectus, who live outside the 
designated area of the school and live closest to the school measured by the nearest designated 
public route using Oxfordshire’s Directorate for Children, Education & Families’ Geographic 
Information System. 

 
 

Notes on the over-subscription criteria 
 

Siblings/Brother or Sister 
 
For admission purposes for Lord Williams’s School a sibling is defined as a brother, sister, half-brother, 
half-sister, step brother or step sister who will be resident at the same address at the time of entry. 



 
 

 
In the normal admissions round there will be no sibling connection for admission purposes for the 
following: 
 

 Applicants for entry to Year 7 if they have a brother or sister in Year 13 

 Applicants for entry to Year 7 if they have a brother or sister in Year 11 and there is no expressed 
intention of staying on into Year 12 

 
Twins and Children from Multiple Births 
 
Where the parent has made the same preferences of school and through the normal operation of the 
admission arrangements the last available place at Lord Williams’s School has been allocated to one 
twin, or child from a multiple birth, the other twin, or the other children from the multiple birth, will be 
offered a place at the school. This means that in these circumstances the Published Admission Number 
would be exceeded. 
 
Calculating the nearest designated public route 
 
For admissions purposes the route from home to school will be measured using the shortest designated 
route as determined by Oxfordshire County Council’s measurement system. 
 
The start point of a measurement is the “seed point” of the home address.  The “seed point” is provided 
by Ordnance Survey from information compiled from Royal Mail and from district or city councils.  The 
seed point normally falls within the bounds of a property.  It is possible to amend the location of a seed 
point, but this is neither necessary nor possible for most addresses. Seed points are accurate to the 
nearest ten centimetres. 
 
From the seed point the route firstly connects to the nearest point of the digitised network. 
 
The digitised network is constructed from road data supplied by Ordnance Survey and is called the 
Integrated Transport Network (ITN).  The Integrated Transport Network has been accurately digitised 
to measure along the centre of roads and takes corners at right angles.  This is the same underlying 
information as used by internet-based mapping solutions (e.g. Google Maps).  However, the LA has a 
more accurate start point than internet-based mapping solutions and the ITN has been augmented by 
the LA to take into account other available public routes, for example  alleyways, public footpaths and 
bridleways. 
 
The end point of the “shortest designated route” is the nearest open gate of the school officially available 
for use by students for entry and exit to the school site at the start and/end of the school day.  The 
location of these gates has been set by the LA and consulted with each individual school to ensure 
accurate placement of the gate and its availability for use. 
 
The shortest designated route is established using an algorithm within the bespoke software used by the 
LA.  This software is called RouteFinder and is produced by Higher Mapping Solutions 
(www.highermappingsolutions.com).  This programme integrates with the LA’s database (ONE) which 
is supplied by Capita Children’s Services (www.capita-cs.co.uk). 
 
The “shortest designated route” is not necessarily a driving route because it may use in whole or in part 
a non-driveable route, for example footpaths.  The “shortest designated route” is also not necessarily a 
walking route, for example where roads are used the measurement is along the centre of the road not 
along the edge (pavement or equivalent) of the road.  
 
 
 



 
 

Other measuring systems may give a different measurement but the LA cannot take a measurement 
from another measuring system into account because this would constitute maladministration of the 
admissions process. 
 

Random Allocation 
 
If the distance “tie break” produces an identical result for two or more applicants Lord Williams’s School 
will use random allocation to determine who will be offered a place. This will be carried out for Lord 
Williams’s School by an impartial third party. 
 
 


