
GEMS Didcot Primary Academy Admissions Arrangements for Entry in September 

2016 

GEMS Didcot Primary Academy is a new school and will open in September 2016. The 

published admission numbers for the school are: 

 30 places in Reception - children born between 1st September 2011 and 31st August 

20121 

 15 places in Year 1 - children born between 1st September 2010 and 31st August 

2011 

 15 places in Year 2 - children born between 1st September 2009 and 31st August 

2010 

Each subsequent year the published admission number will be 60 in Reception.  

If the school is undersubscribed then all applicants will be offered a place. If there are more 

applications received than there are places, the following criteria will be used to decide 

which children can be offered places, in this order of priority after taking account of any 

children for whom the school is named in an EHCP (Education Health and Care Plans):  

1. Oversubscription Criteria  

a. Places will be offered firstly to looked after children and previously looked after 

children i.e. children who are looked after by a public authority and are in public care, and 

previously looked after children who were adopted, or subject to a Child Arrangement Order, 

or special guardianship order, immediately following having been looked after*. Applications 

made under this criterion must be accompanied by details of circumstance and 

professionally supported evidence (eg from a social worker);  

To qualify for the highest priority, currently looked after and previously looked after children 

are defined as:  

 children who are [a] in the care of a Local Authority, or [b] being provided with 

accommodation by a LA in the exercise of their social services functions in 

accordance with Section 22 of the Children Act 1989, at the time an application for a 

school is made;  

 children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they were adopted 

after December 2005 [in accordance with Section 46 of the Adoption and Children 

Act 2002], subject to a Child Arrangement Order [in accordance with Section 8 of the 

Children Act 1989) or a special guardianship order (in accordance with Section 14A 

of the Children Act 1989]  

                                                           
1
 Parents can request that the date their child is admitted to the school be deferred until later in that school 

year or until the child reaches compulsory school age in the same school year. [i.e. the term after they have 
their 5th birthday].  Parents may also request that their child attend part time until the child reaches 
compulsory school age in that same year. Arrangements will be discussed between the parents and the 
Headteacher.  
 
 



b. Places will then offered to children who have a sibling living at the same address who 

is attending GEMS Didcot Primary Academy at the time of admission, including an adopted, 

foster, half- or step- brother or sister, living at the same address and attending the same 

school at the time of admission;  

c. The remaining places will be offered to children whose home2 is nearest to the 

school, as measured by straight line distance using the Geographic Information System.  

Distances will be measured from the front gate of the school to the front door of the given 

home address. 

Tie break Criteria 

Proximity of the child’s home, as measured by the straight line distance between the home 

and the school with those living nearer being accorded the higher priority, will serve to 

differentiate between children in criteria a-c should the need arise 

If the distance “tie break” produces an identical result for two or more applicants in category 

a, b or c above,  the GEMS Learning Trust Board will ask an independent advisor to use 

random allocation to determine who will be offered a final place.  

2. How to apply for a place  

To apply for a Reception place at the school parents must do so via your Local Authority 

common application process and return the Application Form by 15 January 2016.  

It is advisable to keep a copy of the form before submitting it. All late applications will be 

considered after those received on time. 

All applicants will be notified on 18 April 2016 in line with the Local Authority timetable as to 

whether the school is able to offer a place or not. Unsuccessful applicants will sent details of 

the appeals procedure and will be placed on an order of priority waiting list using the over-

subscription criteria set out in this document.  

Applications for all year one and two places must be made directly to the school, online at 

www.gemsdidcotprimary.org. 

3. Waiting Lists 

The Governing Body will keep a waiting list in rank order as identified by the published 

oversubscription criteria. The waiting lists will remain in place until the end of the Autumn 

Term of the relevant year of entry. In January, we will write to parents who will need to 

respond in writing as to whether or not they wish to remain on the waiting list. Placing a 

child’s name on the waiting list is not a guarantee that a place will become available. Neither 

does it prevent parents from exercising their right to appeal against the decision not to offer 

a place. Parents should note that whenever a new applicant is added to the waiting list, the 

list will be reordered in accordance with the oversubscription criteria” 

                                                           
2
 Home will be the child’s ordinary place of residence and will be deemed to be a residential property at which 

the parent or persons with parental responsibility for the child resides at the closing date for receiving 
applications for admission to the school. Where parental responsibility is held by more than one person and 
those persons reside in separate properties, the child’s ordinary place of residence will be deemed to be that 
property at which the child resides for the greater part of the school week. 



4. In-Year Admissions  

Applications outside of the normal admissions round must be made to directly to the school 

and will be dealt with in accordance with our In-Year scheme. Any applications will be 

considered by the Governors’ Admission Committee using the criteria set out in this 

document in section 3.  Please contact the academy for further details about In Year 

admissions. 

5. Admission of children outside their normal age group  
 
Parents may request that their child is admitted to a year group outside their normal age 
range, for instance where the child is gifted or talented or where a child has suffered from 
particular social or medical issues impacting his or her schooling. All such requests will be 
considered on their merits and either agreed or refused, on that basis. If a request is 
refused, the child will still be considered for admission to their normal age group. 
  
The process for requesting such an admission is as follows:  
 
With the application, parents should request that the child is admitted to another year group 
(state which one), and the reasons for that request.  
 
Parents will submit any evidence in support of their case with the application, for instance 
from a medical practitioner, Nursery head teacher etc. Some of the evidence a parent might 
submit could include:  
 
• Whether the child is ‘summer born’ and is seeking admission to a year group other than 
reception (or is seeking admission to reception rather than year 1);  

• Information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development;  

• Where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical professional;  

• Whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group; and  

• Whether they may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being born 
prematurely.  
 
The Academy will consider each case on its merits, taking into account the individual 
circumstances of the request and the child’s best interests. We will also ensure the parent is 
aware of whether the request for admission out of age group has been agreed before final 
offers are made, and the reason for any refusal.  
 
Requests for admission out of the normal year group will be considered alongside other 

applications made at the same time. An application from a child who would ‘normally’ be a 

year 1 child for a reception place will be considered alongside applications for reception. 

6. Appeals against the Governing Body’s decision to refuse admission   

Parents whose applications for places are unsuccessful may appeal to an Independent 

Appeal Panel set up in accordance with section 85(3) of the School Standards and 

Framework Act 1998. Appeals must be made in writing and must set out the reasons on 

which the appeal is made. Appeals should be made by May 31st 2016 to the school address. 

Parents/Carers have the right to make oral representations to the Appeal Panel.  

Appeals should be made to the school address:- Didcot Primary Academy, xxx 



7. False Information  

 Where the Governing Body has made an offer of a place at this school on the basis of a 

fraudulent or intentionally misleading application from a parent the offer of a place will be 

withdrawn.  

8. Fair Access Protocol 

The Fair Access Protocol is part of the admission arrangements for all schools in 

Oxfordshire and Didcot Primary Academy will operate as a part of the Protocols. 

 


