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Academies, Free Schools, University Technical Colleges and 
Studio Schools Update 
 
Completed academy conversions and changes since previous meeting   
Three schools have converted to academy status since the last meeting.  These are 
Dr South’s CE (A) Primary School, Islip and Tackley CE Primary School which joined 
Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST), and Larkmead School which joined Vale 
Academy Trust (VAT).   
 
Overview of Current Activity 
The current programme of academy conversions and other provision is set out 
below.   
 

Schools for which RSC 
has issued academy 

orders to convert with 
a sponsor in place 

Programmed conversion 
date 

Academy Trust 

West Kidlington Primary 
School 

Unknown White Horse Federation 

Rose Hill Primary School Unknown To be agreed 

New Marston Primary 
School 

1st February 2017 River Learning Trust 

 

Schools with Academy 
order for Voluntary 

Conversion 
 

Proposed conversion date  Academy Trust 

Wood Green Secondary 
School 

1st February 2017 Acer Academy Trust 

Icknield Secondary 
School 

1st February 2017 Acer Academy Trust 

Chalgrove Primary 
School 

1st February 2017 Acer Academy Trust 

Leafield CE Primary 
School 

1st February 2017 ODST 

Wroxton CE (A) Primary 
School 

1st April 2017 ODST 

Edith Moorhouse Primary 
School, Carterton 

1st April 2017 The River Learning Trust 

Horspath CE Primary 
School 

1st May 2017 The River Learning Trust 

Garsington CE Primary 
School 

1st May 2017 The River Learning Trust 

Bishop Loveday CE(A) 
Primary School 

1st June 2017 The Warriner MAT 
 
 

Report 2 



South Moreton Primary 
School  

1st June 2017 ODST 

Dr Radcliffe’s CE (A) 
Primary School  

1st June 2017 ODST 

Deddington CE (A) 
Primary School 

1st June 2017 ODST 

Wootton by Woodstock 
CE (A) Primary School 

1st October 2017 ODST 

 

Schools consulting on 
conversion to academy 
status 

Proposed conversion 
date  

Academy Trust 

Brightwell cum Sotwell CE 
Primary School 

2017 Wallingford School Trust 

Bishop Loveday CE(A) 
Primary School 

2017 The Warriner MAT 

Aston and Cote CE 
Primary School 

2017 ODST 

Fitzharrys School 2017 Abingdon Learning Trust 
 

Madley Brook Primary 
School 

2017 River Learning Trust 

Hill View Primary School 2017 United Learning Trust 

St Mary’s CE Primary 
School, Banbury 

2017 ODST 

North Hinksey (CE) 
Primary School 

2017 Unknown 

 

New Academies 
 

Date of opening Academy Trust 

Longford Park Primary 
School, Banbury 

September 2017 GLF 

NW Bicester Primary 
School 

September 2018 TWHF 

Aureus Secondary 
School, Didcot 

September 2017 GLF 

The Swan School September 2018 The River Learning Trust 

Chalkhill Primary School, 
Didcot 

September 2018 GLF 

SW Bicester Secondary 
School 

September 2019 TWHF 

Barton West Primary 
School 

          September 2019 Cheney Academy Trust 

NB The proposed change in opening date for NW Bicester will be explained at the 
meeting.   



 

Oxfordshire statistics 

Phase of 
education 

No. of academies  % of all publicly 
funded provision in 
phase 

Notes 

Secondary 36 86% 50% 11-16yrs.  

86% 11-18yrs. 

100% 14-19 yrs. 

100% All through to 
18 yrs. 

Primary 69 30% 10 sponsored 

Special 6 40% 1 sponsored 

Additional notes: 3 Free schools (one 4-18, two 4-11), 1 Studio School (14-19),  1 
University Technical College (14-19)   

The flow of academy conversions has now increased since the last report.  The 
evidence is that this will continue to be the case throughout the 2016/17 academic 
year.   A number of schools have Academy Orders, are now consulting, or have 
submitted applications to DfE for consent to convert to academy status.  Meetings 
continue to take place with school Governors in this regard.   

There remain continuing issues with sponsored conversions in relation to buildings 
matters in particular.  This is a national trend.  Resolution of building issues at West 
Kidlington Primary school is believed to be closer.   

MATS continue to grow in line with DfE expectations.  Plans for RLT were reported 
at the last meeting.  ODST is formulating plans for a second trust for Oxfordshire 
schools to increase overall capacity for academies wishing to pursue this option in 
the county.  Increasingly DfE officials seek to determine what schools should be 
invited to join which Trusts.  This is common throughout our region.   

Crisis Management and Emergency Planning for Academies – LA Duties  

The 2006 white paper ‘Education Excellence Everywhere’ set out the future role of 
the local authority, this included; “…..and take a lead in crisis management and 
emergency planning.” 
 
There has been some uncertainty about what the role of the LA would be in terms of 
crisis management and emergency planning at an academy/free school. Following a 
major fire at Selsey Academy in West Sussex last year Officers have discussed this 
matter with colleagues in West Sussex and senior EFA personnel who have outlined 
the EFA understanding and expectation in such incidents. It has become clear that 
the EFA view the LA as having a lead role in the disaster recovery arrangements for 
academies within their area. 



 
The key issue is that after any critical incident the EFA view is that the LA is 
responsible to secure school places and thus to ensure a school place is available.  
Inevitably this will mean that the LA will be the lead organisation for any urgent 
temporary accommodation required in the immediate aftermath of an incident at an 
academy/free school, whether that is by coordinating the use of surplus 
accommodation elsewhere or providing temporary facilities (e.g. relocatable 
buildings) on the academy site. The EFA do not see this as their role. 
 
In the case of Selsey Academy the EFA were alerted to the incident by the academy 
and in turn alerted the LA advising that LA officers with decision making powers 
need to be a the academy for a meeting 6am the following day. The meeting was 
also attended by the academy insurers loss adjuster (academies will either have 
their own insurance or be insured through RPA).  The LA subsequently coordinated 
the sourcing and utilisation of temporary accommodation in a nearby holiday park 
and the town hall and also managed the procurement of temporary classrooms to be 
placed on the academy site.  
 
The EFA have a small team consisting of 3 or 4 others who may be involved in the 
longer term recovery operation but the immediate need to secure school places is 
considered a local authority function. It is also clear that the EFA would expect to 
deal with senior LA officers and not a third party contracted to provide property 
services to the authority. The EFA are quite clear that they expect the LA to have the 
resource, local knowledge and supply chain to be able to manage this. The LA will 
therefore be the lead organisation in an academy incident incurring costs (which we 
may be able to mitigate through early discussions with the academy loss adjuster), 
and be the main focus of attention for the DfE/EFA, Academy and media. 
 
Officers are reviewing our current arrangements for crisis management to ensure 
that the LA is able to respond to the need to secure pupil places following a major 
incident in an academy/free school. This will include the support provided by the 
provider of the council’s property services. 
 
Members of the Group are invited to note this position and actions by officers to 
ensure the requisite procedures are identified and available in event such a disaster 
were to occur in Oxfordshire.   
 
Emerging Debate on Local Authority MATs for LA schools  

i. This issue was on the agenda to be discussed at a Members Briefing on 26th 
January and the intention was to feedback to this meeting.  However, this part 
of the briefing is to be rearranged as the Cabinet Member for Education is 
now unable to attend.   

 
Academies Event, Friday 27th January 2017 
An event is to be held which will consist of two distinct parts.  The morning will entail 
briefings and discussion time for CEOs and senior managers of academy trusts with 
senior Council officers.  The afternoon will take the form of a drop-in session for 
Heads and Chairs of Governors of maintained schools to meet Trust personnel and 
gain an overview of their vision/mode of working.  The drop-in session follows 
requests from some schools to facilitate their knowledge of trusts operating in 



Oxfordshire in a more efficient manner than individual schools undertaking separate 
investigations.   
   
Allyson Milward 
Academies Manager 
January  2017 


