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Minutes of the Oxfordshire SACRE Meeting  

Tuesday 15th March 2016 at County Hall, Oxford at 2.00 pm 

 

Present: 
M = Member 
SD = Standing Deputy 

Committee A:  World Faiths, Christian Denominations 
Steve Beegoo (M) 
Ruth Cohen (M) 
Surinder Dhesi (SD) 
Jean King (SD) 
Fraser Long (M) 
Sheik Ramzy (SD) 
Dick Wolff (M) – Chair 
 

 Committee B:  Church of England 
Susan Grenfell (M) 
Carol Worthington (M) 

 
 Committee C:  Teachers 

Lyn Moore (M) 
 

 Committee D:  Local Authority 
Councillor Jamila Azad (M) 
Councillor Bob Johnston (M) 
 

 Co-opted Members   
Margaret Godden (M) 
Stephen Vickers (SD) 
 

 Local Authoriity 
Suzanne Edwards 

     
In attendance: Helen Batten (Clerk) 

Bill Moore (Advisor to SACRE) 
 

Apologies:    Mohammed Niaz Abbasi (M) 
Nigel Fancourt (M) 
Kamalpreet Kaur (M) 
Councillor Charles Mathew (M) 

   Christine Price-Smith (M) 
   Helina Taghavi (M) 
   Julia Watson (M) 
   Nick Wood (M) 
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Welcome and Apologies 
 

 DW welcomed everybody to the meeting, explaining that he had stepped in to chair at 
very short notice. 

 Apologies tendered were accepted.  
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Reflection 
 
DW presented a reflection, the text of which is appended to these minutes.  
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Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2015 and matters arising 
 
Minutes were agreed to be an accurate record and signed by the Chair.  There were no matters 
arising that would not be covered by the current agenda. 
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Feedback from schools 
 

 SE tabled information about Oxfordshire RE exam entries over several years.  SE 
explained that all schools are currently adapting to recent changes in national 
curriculum, assessment and testing and there is now less teacher time for anything 
beyond ‘core’ activities.  Forthcoming changes in performance measures and 
increased Ebacc uptake will put secondary school RE under even more pressure since 
the subject does not count as a humanity and will be competing with art and design 
subjects for students’ final group GCSE choices.  At primary level there is also 
continued pressure since teachers are often working alone and would benefit from 
additional support and training but are unable to attend these events.  The overall 
picture is extremely challenging but there are encouraging aspects such as the 
increased number of PGCE students coming in to teaching with RE. 

 FL confirmed that in his experience as a secondary head it is difficult to provide quality 
RE teaching against other pressures.  However students generally recognise the value 
of RE and other activities can often provide useful coverage of aspects of the RE 
curriculum. 

 Members were concerned for the survival of RE in the new arrangements and 
suggested that a strategy is needed to raise interest in schools and show that RE is 
stimulating and valuable. It was also suggested that, within its remit of promoting quality 
RE teaching, SACRE should raise concerns with government about the current low 
status of the subject, although it was also noted that similar approaches by the 
independent sector were not successful.  Members also enquired about the influence 
of academy sponsors on RE teaching in academies.  SE confirmed that academies will 
rightly have their own approaches towards RE and there is no evidence yet to suggest 
that emphasis is decreasing although it will be useful to identify any trends. 
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National discussions on the future of RE 
 
Introduction 

 BM referred to previous discussions and documents that have been considered, and 
also drew attention to a significant movement pressing for a national RE curriculum 
which is becoming a real possibility.  Another consideration is the future of collective 
worship which has been settled in its current form since 1944.  It is therefore necessary 
for SACREs to become involved and push for changes that will promote high quality 
RE and collective worship in this changing landscape.   

 Members enquired about the current proposal for a national RE body.  BM explained 
that the NASACRE view is that this consultation has been rushed and SACREs have 
not been given sufficient time to respond, although NASACRE will be preparing a 
response incorporating input from individual SACREs.  It was also noted that this 
process could take several years during which time a number of other significant 
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changes, such as new funding arrangements, may take effect and the impact on 
Oxfordshire schools cannot be predicted at this stage.   

 
Key questions – group discussion 
BM introduced key questions which were discussed in groups,  followed by sharing of main 
points raised: 
 

 What does it mean to be religiously literate?  Religious literacy involves dialogue, 
understanding and respect for other beliefs and world views.  It helps to bring 
communities together by promoting integration and cohesion.   

 What is the value of local RE over national?  Locality supports effective collaboration 
and networking to provide support and training for teachers and valuable experiences 
for students.  

 How can SACRE best support RE in the ‘new order’?  SACRE can look at setting 
up individual supportive links with each school and developing its links with different 
communities, making best use of available technology to facilitate these activities. 
 

Collated responses from the groups are appended to these minutes. 
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Development of SACRE 
 
‘SWOT’ exercise 
Following discussion the following points about SACRE were identified: 
 
Strengths 

 We value RE and want to make it better. 

 SACRE members have depth of personal experience. 

 Individuals have strong links to beliefs and education that can be built on. 
 
Weaknesses 

 The SACRE title is not well-recognised in schools or the wider world and its purpose is 
not always understood. 

 Lack of funding. 

 Meetings are infrequent and momentum can easily be lost. 

 We need more opportunities to work together outside the scheduled meeting structure. 
 
Opportunities 

 Current national developments may present a chance to challenge the LA and DfE to 
raise the profile of RE and make it more engaging. 

 Religion is frequently in the media and children understand its link to world events. 

 Development of links with universities and with schools for sharing best practice. 

 Development of SACRE working groups to undertake specific projects. 

 Development of joint working with Bucks SACRE. 

 Building on the introduction of the 2015 agreed syllabus which has also raised the 
profile of SACRE.  [It is not yet clear if this can be considered a strength although SE 
noted positive Ofsted comments on the high quality KS3 RE curriculum in one school.]  

 
Threats 

 Some forms of belief or world view do not support religious literacy, eg, religious 
extremism, secularity. 

 Media coverage of current events can present religious beliefs in a negative way that 
turns people away. 
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 Public ignorance of the purpose of RE teaching. 

 Lack of resources for RE in schools. 

 Potential effects of instability in central government and changes in the LA. 
 
BM asked all members to email further points to HB for collation. 
 
Website development 
It was agreed that development of an accessible and up to date SACRE website is essential 
to making best use of strengths and potential opportunities.  Information on contacts will be 
updated and key information about individual SACRE members from different groups will be 
included.  For other members contact details only will be shown. 
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Agreed actions from this meeting 

 All group representatives (committees A & B) will review their website information and 
update where necessary, providing clear bulleted points about educational experiences 
available for schools.                                                   Action:  All group representatives 

 All group representatives will provide a short personal introduction, explaining what 
they contribute and why SACRE is important.           Action:  All group representatives 

 The SWOT exercise and additional input will be used to develop a proposed way 
forward for SACRE.   
Action:  All members to review SWOT points and provide any further input to HB. 

 Potential joint activities with Bucks SACRE will be investigated.                Action:  BM 
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Other business 
 
Local government changes 
BJ drew to members’ attention the potential change to a unitary authority which would need to 
replace all current Oxfordshire areas and would be required to have a SACRE.  Some clarity 
on these developments is vital before considering the future constitution of the current SACRE. 
 
Interfaith Friendship Walk 
SR drew attention to this annual event which will take place on 2nd June.  Organisers hope that 
1,000 people from will take part and further details are available online. 
 
Teacher training 
Members requested further details of the proposed training on 21st June and suggested that 
representation from SACRE would be useful. 
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Next meeting – Monday 4th July 2016 
 

 SR will provide the reflection 

 The meeting will confirm the 2016-17 schedule and look again at potential variations in 
arrangements to help increase attendance. 

 
  

On behalf of members BM thanked DW for chairing at no notice, and the meeting closed at 
4.00 pm 
 

 

 


