
OXFORDSHIRE 

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
 

Minutes of the Oxfordshire SACRE Meeting  

Monday 4th July 2016 at County Hall, Oxford at 2.00 pm 

 

 

Present: 
M = Member 
SD = Standing Deputy 

Committee A:  World Faiths, Christian Denominations 
Steve Beegoo (M) 
Ruth Cohen (M) 
Sheik Ramzy (SD) 
Dick Wolff (M)  
 

 Committee B:  Church of England 
Susan Grenfell (M) 
Carol Worthington (M) 

 
 Committee D:  Local Authority 

Councillor Jamila Azad (M) 
Councillor Charles Mathew (M) - Chair 
 

 Co-opted Members   
Nigel Fancourt (M) 
Margaret Godden (M) 
Helina Taghavi (M) 
 

     
In attendance: Helen Batten (Clerk) 

Bill Moore (Advisor to SACRE) 
 

Visitors: David Caheny – Head of RE, The Oxford Academy 
Samantha Cragg – Oxford Schools Chaplaincy 
 

Apologies:    Shahin Bekhradnia (M) 
   Jean King (SD) 
   Fraser Long (M) 
   Lyn Moore (M) 
   Christine Price-Smith (M) 
   Nick Wood (M) 
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Welcome and Apologies 
 

 CM welcomed everybody to the meeting, and introduced visitors. 

 Apologies tendered were accepted.  
 

 
Reflection 
 
SR presented a reflection, the text of which is appended to these minutes.  
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Minutes of the meeting held on 15th March 2016 and matters arising 
 
Minutes were agreed to be an accurate record and signed by the Chair.  There were no matters 
arising that would not be covered by the current agenda. 
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Humanism in Religious Education 
 
High Court Ruling on Religious Education, the guidance paper by Dr Satvinder Juss dated 28 
April 2016, had been circulated.  Discussion raised a number of points: 

 The government position should be revisited and clarified since it does not take into 
account how the RE curriculum is devised.  The new agreed syllabus emphasises the 
value of understanding and respecting non-religious views and beliefs. 

 Humanism should be included in RE teaching, but should not have more weight than 
other religions and world views.  However the value of including the widest possible 
range of world views and ‘isms’ is not clear, and neither is how a selective approach 
should be determined.  

 There are a number of questions about Humanism which deserve further 
consideration:  

o How does the BHA hold its members to account? 
o Does the BHA consider that it speaks for all people without religious views? 
o How can humanism be ‘taught’? 

 A key challenge of RE is for people without religious views to understand what it 
means to be religious and the syllabus is strong on this aspect.  However this is in 
conflict with Humanism which is expressly non-religious although its beliefs include 
many positive aspects based on respect and understanding which are common to all 
major religions.  It was suggested that Humanism may therefore fit better into SMSC 
education since RE teaching must be about different religions rather than just ‘values’. 

 CM concluded discussion by observing that mutual respect for all beliefs and non-
belief is vital and our mission must be to ensure that children receive quality RE  which 
supports that. 
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Annual Report 
 
Review of contents 
 
The draft report had been circulated and the proposed foreword was approved.  
 
The anticipated effects of continuing budget constraints were discussed:  It was noted that 
unitary devolution will bring further changes, however it is unlikely that SACRE receive a 
budget as such and will still need to fight for the necessary funding to discharge its duties.  It 
is more important than ever that SACRE continues to model constructive co-operation between 
different faiths and beliefs.  Time provided  by BM and HB to support SACRE will be discussed 
and clarified with OCC, with a view to ensuring that essential work can be completed.    
Although the academisation process is gaining momentum, RE remains the responsibility of 
the LA and it is important to maintain the presence of SACRE as the statutory consultee.  

Action:  BM to provide update following discussions with OCC. 
 
Further minor amendments to the report will be provided to BM and incorporated before 
circulation of the final version. 

Action:  All members to provide further Annual Report amendments to BM. 
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SACRE & schools 
Members enquired about the progress of the new syllabus.  BM confirmed that feedback has 
been very positive and teachers are finding the syllabus challenging and helpful. A formal 
assessment of the implementation of the syllabus will also be useful. A further consideration is 
the development of effective support networks for academies which do not have to deliver the 
agreed syllabus. 

 
Concern was expressed about the low level of SACRE teacher representation and attendance 
and it was agreed to contact teaching organisations to publicise the need for active 
participants.  BM also reported that he is attending a series of meetings at schools to present 
information about SACRE and the next step will be to look at increasing the pace of this 
process through clusters and teacher networks.  Evening meetings might be helpful to avoid 
the need to purchase cover to release teaching staff.  It was suggested that SACRE members 
could look at providing voluntary cover, although it was also agreed that schools are more 
likely to ensure that they get something positive from participation in events if there is a cost. 
BM is compiling a database of schools contacts in order to move these activities forward and 
members will provide further names as appropriate. 

Action:  BM to contact teaching bodies to promote need for SACRE members. 
 
BM explained that communication systems are key to the success of these activities and this 
aspect has been made more difficult now that Suzanne Edwards has left OCC.  He will 
therefore also be looking at how to secure good communication with the LA and with schools 
in a variety of ways.  Some concerns were raised about the effectiveness of ‘schools news’ 
communications and BM confirmed that he will be looking at establishing email contacts.  
 
It was suggested that reinstating the annual reception would be good way of building contacts 
and keeping in touch with teachers.   
 
It was agreed to set up a ‘Syllabus + 1 Year’ review meeting once some teacher 
communications issues are resolved.  
 
It was also agreed to look at a series of informal meetings for teachers around the county, 
preferably in Spring 2017. 

Action:  BM to progress contacts with teachers as agreed. 
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Feedback from contact with schools 
 
A number of points had been covered in previous discussion.  BM reported that he is visiting 
schools as described, which is a useful process albeit slow.  He has been asking teachers the 
questions considered at the March SACRE meeting and responses have been encouraging.  
Schools generally like the new syllabus, want to work with SACRE and to network with each 
other.  As discussed work is ongoing to develop contacts and take this forward in a number of 
ways. 
 
Members enquired about time allocated to GCSE RE.  BM reported that both secondary 
schools visited provide 3 – 4 lessons per week from the end of year 9.  Some other schools 
start earlier although the suitability of the GCSE syllabus for younger children may need further 
consideration. 
 
Concern was raised about transition issues, particularly the risk that the momentum of good 
primary RE teaching may be lost. 
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Members also enquired about the attitude of inspectors to RE teaching.  BM confirmed that 
RE has a firm place within SMSC and SACRE should be looking to build on this. 
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Development of SACRE 
 
Previous discussion had covered a number of aspects of SACRE’s future development. 
 
Based on the ‘key questions’ and SWOT exercise completed at the March meeting, priorities 
for the next two years were agreed as follows: 

(i) Ensure that SACRE has clear principles, purpose and strategic direction. 
(ii) Improve management aspects:  Increase attendance and representation from 

different groups; ensure a clear focus for meetings; provide advice to the LA. 
(iii) Prioritise RE in schools:  Provide a statement to the LA emphasising the role of 

SACRE in promoting religious literacy; Ensure the place of RE in SMSC; 
Consider specific questions such as the place of Humanism and issues of 
radicalisation. 

(iv) Establish effective communication and networking  
(v) Gather intelligence: Informal feedback from schools; review progress of agreed 

syllabus. 
(vi) Support RE in schools through training and networking. 
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2016 – 2017 Meeting schedule 
 
Meeting dates were confirmed as follows, all at 2pm at County Hall: 

 Tuesday 8th November 2016 

 Monday 6th March 2017 

 Tuesday 27th June 2017 
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AOB 
 
It was agreed that SB will raise a number of agreed SACRE concerns in a forthcoming meeting 
with the Chairman of the parliamentary Education Select Committee. 
 

  
  

CM thanked all members for their attendance and contributions to a lively, enjoyable and 
productive meeting, and closed the meeting at 4.10 pm.   
 

 

 


