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Minutes of the Oxfordshire SACRE Meeting  

held on 17th March 2015 at County Hall, Oxford at 2.00 pm 

 

Present: 
M = Member 
SD = Standing Deputy 

Committee A:  World Faiths, Christian Denominations 
Steve Beegoo (M) 
Surinder Dhesi (SD) 
Katherine Wedell (M) 
Dick Wolff (M) 
Nick Wood (M) - Chair 

  
 Committee B:  Church of England 

Jo Fageant (M) 
Sarah Sharp (M) 
Christine Price-Smith (M) 
Julia Watson(M) 
 
Committee C:  Council of Oxfordshire Teachers 
Lyn Moore (M) 

  
 Committee D:  Local Authority 

Councillor Bob Johnston (M) 
 Councillor Charles Mathew (M) 
  
 Co-opted Members   

Shahin Bekhradnia (M) 
Nigel Fancourt (M) 

    Helina Taghavi (M) 
  
 Observer Member 
 David Paterson 
  

 

Apologies: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In attendance: 

 
Councillor Jamila Azad (M) 
Gren Earney (M) 

   Kamalpreet Kaur (M) 
Fraser Long (M) 
Chandra Vadivale (M) 
 

 
Helen Batten (Clerk) 
Bill Moore (Advisor to SACRE) 
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Welcome and Apologies 
 

 Apologies tendered were accepted.  KW would need to leave the meeting early. 

 NW welcomed newly-appointed member, JW, and introductions were completed. JF had 
previously notified her resignation with effect from this meeting and NW acknowledged the 
interest, experience and encouragement provided by both JF and Sue Newby who stood 
down during the winter.  It is anticipated that the Diocese will notify a further appointment 
in due course.  
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Reflection 
 
SB presented a reflection focussing on the Persian New Year, Norooz, which takes place during 
the Spring.  Celebrations are based around the natural world and recognise that all things stem 
from nature.  Members thanked SB for this informative insight.  HT noted that the Baha’i New 
Year is also celebrated at a similar time and it was agreed she will provide a reflection for the July 
meeting. 
 
 

3 Minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2014 and matters arising 
 
It was clarified that days for future meetings should be Tuesday 17th March and Thursday 9th July.  
Otherwise the minutes were agreed to be an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 
There were no matters arising that would not be covered by the current agenda. 
 

 
4 Agreed Syllabus Launch 

 
BM and HB described arrangements for the Launch event on 19th March.  Attendance of 
approximately 100 is expected, comprising teachers, governors, SACRE/faith groups and LA 
representatives.  The programme has been circulated and guest speakers confirmed.  SACRE 
members will provide table exhibits about the Persian New Year, Sikhism, Oxfordshire 
Community Churches, the Baha’i faith and the Society of Friends.  
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Annual Report 
 
A draft report had been circulated and was also tabled for discussion: 
 
Standards and quality of provision 
Members asked about the data provided and BM clarified that the reason for low exam entries 
cannot be defined without investigating the individual data for each school.  The GCSE data 
reflects the ongoing general under-performance in RE of Oxfordshire schools, in comparison to 
national results.  However Oxfordshire results have not fallen as much as national results this 
year and have not lowered significantly following withdrawal of the short course entry option.  The 
smaller A-level sample presents a similar picture.  For clarity it was agreed to include in the report 
the actual number of maintained schools and academies covered by the data. 
 
Determinations 
It was clarified that this relates to the suspension of the requirement for collective worship to be 
broadly Christian in nature, and applies to community schools only.  It was noted that while there 
is great diversity across Oxfordshire there is not the pressure of numbers which would normally 
produce this need.  
 
Ofsted  
BM clarified that the emphasis placed on British values within the inspection framework is 
covered primarily by the SMSC curriculum, although its inclusion within RE teaching is also 
critical.  The annual reports will build a body of evidence of the value of this work. 
 
SACRE membership 
Updated membership information, including meeting attendance, will be included. 
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The draft report was agreed subject to inclusion of the alterations noted.  An updated version will 
be circulated with a defined date for final approval.   
Action:  BM to update Annual Report as discussed and circulate for approval. 
 
 

6 SACRE administration 
 
Officers will look at the constitution and take any necessary actions towards appointing 
replacement members where vacancies exist. 
Action:  BM/HB to progress appointments as required. 
 
It was noted that full membership is necessary for SACRE to properly fulfil its remit.  However it 
was also recognised that some faiths are not organised in a way that aids nomination of an 
‘official’ representative to SACRE.  It may therefore be helpful to approach schools direct, or the 
Oxford Council of Faiths in the city area, to identify suitable candidates.   
 
NW confirmed that previous discussion about meeting arrangements has been taken into account 
in setting the programme of meetings into 2016.  However the difficulties experienced by other 
members who have not been able to take part in this discussion will also need to be borne in 
mind.  
 
KW left the meeting at this point. 
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RE Hub proposal 
 
BM presented the Regional Expression of Interest document for the establishment of a regional 
RE Hub, which had also been circulated.   Discussion followed about the proposed purpose of the 
Hub and how this might be fulfilled in practice.   
 
BM explained that as well as the description provided of the proposed activity, it is also envisaged 
that the Hub would enable closer collaboration with Bucks SACRE and generally facilitate 
communication between different bodies and groups.  JF further clarified that a successful bid will 
need to match its aims to those given in the Expression of interest and will also need to have 
completed some initial work to define organisation of the Hub and anticipated outcomes.  
 
Members asked whether SACRE should focus on developing its existing support for teachers, 
and whether the available Hub funding would be sufficient to achieve a worthwhile and 
sustainable result.  It was further suggested that the concept may be difficult to promote to 
teachers who are already under considerable pressure to participate in additional activities, 
although it was clarified that physical attendance may be limited to an initial event.   
 
In further discussion BM clarified that the Hub concept has arisen as a result of a current 
perception that SACREs are ineffectual, and it is therefore vital for Oxfordshire SACRE be part of 
any movement which seeks to improve support for RE teaching.  The proposed Hub would be in 
a position to make best use of the existing SACRE structure, as has been demonstrated by 
successful bids in other regions.  Similar hubs are now working effectively in other parts of the 
country, albeit with additional funding, and options for further funding to support the proposal 
would be investigated.    
 
JF and CM apologised and left the meeting at this point. 
 
NW asked members to consider whether setting up a Hub would strengthen or deflect from the 
work of SACRE.  In discussion it was agreed that the Hub offers an opportunity to be at the 
forefront of change and to raise the profile of SACRE and make it more effective.  It was also 
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agreed that by focussing on small distinct objectives it will be possible to achieve useful work with 
relatively little funding.   Members then formally agreed to continue to develop a Hub proposal 
which will support and enhance the work of SACRE.  This will involve liaison with potential 
partners and support, as well as looking in further detail at how the service will be delivered. 
Action:  BM to prepare and circulate a second draft proposal by email. 
 
 

8 NASACRE news and national updates 
 
Letter from Lord Nash 
The letter dated January 2015 to SACREs had been noted and it was agreed that a response 
from NASACRE would be helpful.   
 
A detailed Oxfordshire SACRE response was then discussed.  This will confirm support for the 
study of annual reports, and return of RE teacher training bursaries.  More generally it was 
agreed to highlight the challenges faced but also to describe pro-active efforts to set up the new 
ways of working that Lord Nash wishes to see.  The letter will also include details about the new 
agreed syllabus and launch event. 
Action:  NW to prepare draft response to Lord Nash for circulation by email. 
 
NASACRE AGM 
Members were reminded about the AGM on 21st May, as detailed in the agenda. 
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Other business  
 
Syllabus training events 
BM confirmed that training arrangements are ongoing and it is intended to run the syllabus 
training sessions for teachers during term 6.  Further details will be provided in due course. 
 
 
Future meetings 
 
9 July 2015 
Following previous discussion when a preference for all meetings to take place during the 
afternoon in Oxford city centre was stated, the next meeting will take place at 2.00 pm at County 
Hall and will no longer be a joint event with Bucks SACRE.   
 
2015-16 programme 
Meetings will take place at 2.00 pm at County Hall as follows: 

 Wednesday 11th November 2015 

 Tuesday 15th March 2016 

 Thursday 7th July 2016 
 
 

  
Meeting closed at 4.00 pm.  

  
  
 
 
Chairman’s signature: …………………………………………………  Date:……………………………… 


