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Minutes of the Oxfordshire SACRE Meeting  

held on 12th November 2014 at St Aldate’s Parish Centre, Oxford at 2.00 pm 

 

 

Present: 
M = Member 
SD = Standing Deputy 

Committee A:  World Faiths, Christian Denominations 
Steve Beegoo (M) 
Ruth Cohen (M) 
Chandra Vadivale (M) 
Katherine Wedell (M) 
Dick Wolff (M) 
Nick Wood (M) - Chair 

  
 Committee B:  Church of England 

Sarah Sharp (M) 
Christine Price-Smith (M) 

  
 Committee D:  Local Authority 

Councillor Jamila Azad (M)  
Councillor Bob Johnston (M) 

 Councillor Charles Mathew (M) 
  
 Co-opted Members   

Nigel Fancourt (M) 
 Margaret Godden (M)  

Helina Taghavi (M) 
  
 Observer Member 
 David Paterson 
  

 

Apologies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In attendance: 

 
Shahin Bekhradnia (M) 

   Jo Fageant (M) 
   Vikki Gledhill (LA) 
   Emily Hoyland (SD) 

Rosemary Knagg (SD) 
Fraser Long (M) 
Lyn Moore (M) 
Pritam Singh (M) 
 
 
Helen Batten (Clerk) 
Bill Moore (Advisor to SACRE) 
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Welcome and Apologies 
 

NW had advised he would be slightly late. CM opened the meeting in his absence and thanked 
everyone for attending.  Apologies tendered were noted.  It was also confirmed that Valerie 
Chamberlain has now resigned following her retirement, although she would be attending the new 
syllabus launch activities during the current year.  Resignations have also been received from 
members Sue Newby and Jo Willis.    
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CM noted the death of SACRE member Jean Davies during August and confirmed that NW would 
speak further about this at the end of the meeting. 
 
 
Reflection 
 
CV presented a reflection on the Hindu view of education, including the emphasis placed on the 
balance between instruction and inspiration and the relationship between teacher and student.  
Members thanked CV for this thought-provoking insight and will send notes to BM and HB to be 
circulated or added to the SACRE member reflections for the Annual Report.  NW took the Chair 
at this point. 
 
 

3 Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July 2014 and matters arising 
 
It was clarified that Bob Johnston had provided an apology.  Otherwise the minutes were agreed 
to be an accurate record and signed. 
 
Matters arising were considered: 

 Clerking:  NW welcomed HB to SACRE and introductions were completed.  Members 
also recorded their thanks to Allison Holley for all her work as Clerk. 

 Arrangements for July meeting:  RC confirmed that space is available to hold the 9th 
July meeting at Oxford Synagogue and was also asked to check whether the proposed 
extending meeting time can be accommodated.  In discussion it was agreed that this 
meeting will include a section on development with Bucks SACRE to be invited.  Further 
details of organisation and content will be confirmed as plans develop. 
Action:  RC to confirm meeting venue. 
 
 

4 Agreed Syllabus 
 
Launch arrangements 
BM confirmed that the syllabus is now available to schools to prepare for implementation next 
year.  It has not been possible to arrange the launch during the Autumn as previously agreed, 
however the recent emphasis in schools has been on the new curriculum and a launch event 
during early 2015 will be more suitable. 
 
Following discussion it was agreed to be both practical and desirable to separate the launch and 
training events.  The launch will be planned to raise the profile of RE teaching generally as well 
as presenting the new syllabus and a suitable speaker will be approached.  It was suggested that 
everybody has a view, even if negative, about RE teaching and the event could look at some of 
the myths which abound as well as introducing the fundamental questions which RE teaching 
seeks to help with.  A working group comprising BM, NF, CV, DW and NW will take these ideas 
forward and plan the details of the launch.  NW also requested all members to provide further 
suggestions. 
Action:  All members invited to provide suggestions for launch event to NW. 
 
Training 
BM described the proposed training for schools which will be run as a series of paired events  for 
primary and secondary teachers, to take place at three locations around the County.  As well as 
providing information about the new syllabus the training will reflect on and model good practice 
in RE teaching.  Possible dates will be provided in due course. 
Action:  BM to advise proposed training dates. 
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5 SACRE membership and pattern of meetings 

 
In discussion it was agreed that membership of SACRE should be expanded to include more 
faiths.  Potential barriers were considered and the problems of those faiths which do not have an 
institutional framework were acknowledged.  It can be difficult to know who to approach and there 
may not be open channels of communication between separate groups within a faith.  JA also 
advised that there may also be a language barrier in some instances.  BM described some of the 
activities he is currently involved with to communicate with different groups and establish links 
with SACRE.  These issues will be examined further as this work develops. 
 
It was also confirmed that the current membership will be examined to define where members or 
deputies are needed to fill existing gaps. 
Action:  BM to advise on current vacancies on SACRE. 
 
Members then discussed the current meeting arrangements.  It was generally agreed that it is 
more convenient for the majority to meet in Oxford, preferably using one consistent venue, such 
as County Hall although this does not afford opportunities to look at activities within schools.  
Members agreed that afternoon meetings are preferable but acknowledged that finding a meeting 
time that suits all will be extremely difficult and that other members not present may find evening 
meetings more convenient.  NW thanked everyone for their input and confirmed that further 
thought will be given to these questions to find the best solution. 
Action:  BM/NW to consider meeting arrangements and schedule further discussion. 
 
 

6 Annual Report 
 
BM confirmed that the Report will be published in March, in time for the launch event.  He 
requested all members to provide a short item of up to 250 words, either describing the role of 
SACRE and what they contribute or derive from it; their view of the importance of RE 
teaching/collective worship in schools; or a reflection from their faith.  
Action:  All members to provide short article to BM. 
 
BM also reported that the schools newsletter will be restarted this year. 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development 
 
BM presented information detailing Ofsted expectations in relation to SMSC which had been 
previously circulated. He explained that consideration and understanding of SMSC concepts sits 
at the heart of effective learning.  Members split into groups to consider three questions posed 
around the new syllabus and inspection requirements.  Groups then reported their discussion as 
follows: 
 
How well does the agreed syllabus meet Ofsted requirements? 

 SMSC links well with the syllabus. 

 Multi-cultural and multi-faith understanding covering all interests needs to be promoted in 
schools. 

 The purpose of the syllabus is not to promote acceptance of current values but to engage 
children in exploring and understanding them. 

 
What more can SACRE do to help schools? 

 Practical support for teachers such as identifying and promoting good practice, answering 
specific teaching queries, direct contact with RE co-ordinators, gathering opinion. 
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 More emphasis is needed of the way that values can change over time and current values 
in Britain need to be put into the context of world events. 

 SACRE has a unique understanding which could be used to produce guidance for 
statutory bodies to support anti-terrorism and safeguarding work.  These aspects could 
also be raised direct with schools. 
 

Other observations or comments? 

 Amendments to the document recommended to take account of changing values and to 
refer to “values in Britain” rather than British values. 

 The meaning of culture in this context was discussed and it was suggested that its truest 
meaning of “religion in practice” should be emphasised. 

 There will be individual interpretations of the Ofsted expectations.  SACRE should provide 
guidance and suggestions to inspectors to assist with this and there may be a role for 
NASACRE to take this forward nationally. 

 Teachers should be encouraged to subvert guidance on values in the interests of good 
SMSC since students will be best served if they are not rigidly taught but are able to 
explore concepts freely. 
 

BM thanked everyone for their input.  Comments and suggestions will be further considered and 
explored as appropriate, for future discussion. 
 
 

8 News and information 
 
There were no items which had not been previously discussed. 
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Other business and confirmation of future meetings 
 
There was no further business raised. 
 
The next meeting will take place at County Hall at 2.00 pm on Wednesday 17th March 2015. 
 
The following meeting will take place on Wednesday 9th July 2015 at Oxford Synagogue.  Further 
details to be confirmed. 
 
 

10 Closing remarks 
 
NW closed the meeting by remembering the life of Jean Davies whom he had known for many 
years through involvement with various local bodies.  Voluntary work in her community had been 
an important aspect of Jean’s life and she was a passionate advocate of high quality religious 
education for all.  In recent years her personal strength, insight and contributions had been highly 
valued by SACRE. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 4.00 pm.  

  
  
 
 
Chairman’s signature: …………………………………………………  Date:……………………………… 


